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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: [ USUALLY SIT IN A
TALL CHAIR WHENEVER I PLAY CARDS. THAT
WAY [ HAVE THE UPPER HAND,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals C

Mom not welcomeat graduation

DEARABBY: Whilemost of my
friends are eagerly anticipating
graduation, | am dreading it. The
reason? My mother.

Ever sincel wasin second grade,
my mother hasbeen addictedtopre-
scription drugs. Mom and Dad di-
vorcedwhen| wasinmiddleschool,
and | have lived with my dad ever
since.

Thisyear, Mombegantopressfor
aticket to my graduation. | don’t
want her there. She won't admit to
having a problem, despite the fact
she has been in rehab 10 times. |
can’'t remember atime prior to her
extended hospital staysandvisitsby
home nurses.

Before | have any event, she be-
comesmani pul ativeand checksher-
self into the hospital. This hasn’t
happened just once or twice. I'm
talkingabout every event sincel was
in fourth grade — including my
birthday, my older brother’sgradu-
ation, everything. Last year, shefor-
got my birthday. | didn’t evenget a
phone call. | don’t think she has
earned aticket for graduation.

Many peopleinmy lifehavebeen
there for me when my mother was
not. Now Mother is claiming that
because she is my mother, she
should supersedeall theothers. She
isstill heavily medicated and prone
tomaking scenes, including threat-
eningsuicide, if shedoesn’t get what
she wants — that ticket. There are
only alimited number available. |
would like to give them to people
whohaveshownthey careabout me.
What are your thoughts on this?

— SHATTERED SENIOR

DEAR SENIOR: You havemy
sympathy.| knowyoufee cheated
becauseyou didn’t havethekind
of mother you wished for. How-
ever, from your description, your
mother appearsto suffer from a
severe mental illness. A person
whoisheavily medicated and re-
peatedly hospitalized is not en-
tirely responsiblefor her actions.
Giving birth to you and your
brother may have been her only

Abigail
Van Buren

positive accomplishmentsin this
life. For that reason, | think she
should attend your graduation.

Thepeoplewhohavesupported
you over the yearswill be happy
tocelebratewith you after thecer-
emony, I'm sure. And I’'m also
surethey’ Il under stand why your
mother should see you get your
diplomaif sheisable.

DEARABBY: | havebeen acli-
entof awonderful hairstylist!’ll call
“Valerie” for about four years.
There's only one problem. She
wearslargeringson her fingers, and
whensheusesher fingersto“comb”
through my hair as she driesit, the
ringscatchonmy hair. | endupwith
severd hairseither beingtornout by
the roots or broken at the point
whereherringscatch. It sdownright
painful.

| love how Valerie stylesmy hair
anddon’twanttoleaveher, but’m
not sure how totactfully call thisto
her attention. I’ m hopingthat she—
and other stylistswhodothis—wiill
seethemselvesinthisletter and re-
move their rings when it'stimeto
dry their customers' hair.

— GOINGBALD

DEAR GOING BALD: Nice
try, but don’t count onit. What if
your hair stylist missesmy column
today? One would think that a
client’snatural reactiontohaving
her hair jerked out by theroots—
an emphatic“ OUCH!” —would
beenough. However, becausethe
discomfort she'scausingseemsto
have escaped her notice, usethe
direct approach and tell her your
preferencein plain English.

DEARABBY: Fromtimetotime
inyearspast, you haveoffered your

e Dear Abby

readerstips for a happy marriage.
Haveyou any to sharetoday?
— ENGAGED IN OHIO

DEAR ENGAGED: Asa mat-
ter of fact, | do. At thewedding of
hisyoungest daughter, my friend
John P. McMeel offered the fol-
lowing “three phrasesthat guar-
anteeahappy marriage”:

— “l waswrong.”

— “Youwereright.”

— “I loveyou.”

DEAR ABBY: | have atouchy
family situation. My husband, whc
isturning40thisyear, doesn’t know
his biological father. He has been
having some health issues, and we
feel it would be good to know his
paternal medical history.

Abby, hismother refusesto give
himthename. When heapproached
her, shetold him shedidn’t remem-
ber it. Bullpucky! How can you get
pregnant by someone and not re-
member his name — unlessit was
incest, and then | could understand
the skeleton in the closet.

My mother-in-law had to sell her
house and move in with us about &
year ago. Thisisdelicate becausel
don’t know how to approach her
about this.

— ANONYMOUS

DEAR ANONYMOUS: You
and your husband could ap-
proach his mother together and
stresstheimportanceof hisknow-
ing hisfather’s medical history.
However, if she still insists she
doesnot know hisfather’sname,
you will have to accept it. She
could betelling the truth. When
your husband wasconceived, his
mother might have been drunk,
drugged, raped — or had a one-
night stand.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

Bridge
North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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FamousHand “The best part

Bridgeismuchtoo complicated agamefor

anyoneto expect to bid every hand perfectly.
Even the best partnershipsin theworld, with Crossword

al their skill and experience, cannot hope to

about gettin’ married
is you get a big white cake.”

. ACROSS 41 Water- 2 Staffer 24 Margery
arriveatthebest contract asoftenas90percent 1 False god  control 3 Cupid’s of
of thetime. 5 Bribe structure forte nursery-
Considerthisdeal fromthe1979WorldTeam 8 S'Borr'z,‘, s A42Acless 4 gg;i’g'a' hyme
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Two of the three Norths that got to three
notrump actually made the contract! At one
table, East led the spade seven, and declarer

made five notrump.

At the second table, East led aclub, and de-
clarer made four notrump. At the third table,
East led the K-A of spades, on which West
playedthejack andthentheninetounblock the

suit.

Asaresult, declarerlost fivespadetricksand

went down one.

Tomorrow: The bread-and-butter hands.
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