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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SUPPOSING AN
INSECT WAS SINGING WITH CLOSED LIPS,
MIGHT IT BE CALLED A HUMBUG?
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A POST OFFICE
BURNED DOWN, I PRESUME IT WOULD LOOK
LIKE A CASE OF BLACKMAIL.
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South then drew three rounds of trumps, hoping
the suit was divided 3-3. When East showed out on
the third heart, the jig was up. West ruffed the third
diamond lead and cashed three club tricks, and de-
clarer finished down two.

What South had done, in effect, was to pin all his
hopes ona 3-3trump division, about a 1-in-3 propo-
sition. Instead of settling for such a low-percentage
probability, declarer should have soughtaway to add
to his chances by catering to a possible 4-2 trump
division, which occurs in about 48 deals out of 100.

Tothis end, South should refuse to trump the sec-
ond club lead, and also the third club lead if the de-
fense continues the suit. On these clubs declarer
discards two spades, and the defense collapses as
aresult. South takes the next 10 tricks regardless of
what the defenders do.

By adopting this method of play, South makes the
contract whenever the adverse trumps are divided
3-30r4-2. Heincreases his chances of making four
hearts from 36 percentto 84 percent, and goes from
being a 2-to-1 underdog to a 5-to-1 favorite.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 19 Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — queen of clubs.

Experienceis amarvelousteacher, butone ofthe
dangers oflong association with bridge is the gradual
growth of a lethargic attitude toward commonplace
situations.

Take this case where South is in three notrump.
Let's say South ducks the opening clublead and wins
the next clubwiththe king. He then plays aheartand,
when West follows low, finesses the nine. If East
takes his queen, which seems the natural thing to
do, South has notrouble scoring 10tricks. Whatever
Eastreturns, declarer takes a second heart finesse
and easily makes the contract with an overtrick, scor-
ing four hearts and two tricks in each of the other
suits.

If East does not take his queen, South still gets
home safely. He takes a successful diamondfinesse,
crossestothe ace of hearts and repeats the diamond
finesse. Declarer thus scores two spades, two
hearts, three diamonds and two clubs.

However, South would find it impossible to make
nine tricks if West played the king of hearts on the
first heart lead! This would limit South to just one
heart trick.

Declarer might duck the king, hoping West also
had the queen, or might take the king and attempt a
diamond finesse. Either way, though, South can’t
make nine tricks.

West should surely play the king of hearts when
the suit is first led despite the usual practice by a
defender of playing second-hand low. Generalrules
are always subservient to common sense, and, in
the presentcase, West should apply thatinvaluable
commodity to the situation at hand.

West should reason that if South has the queen
of hearts, the king is doomed, come what may. He
therefore plays the king onthe assumption that East
has the queen, and hopes that by doing so he will
restrict dummy to one heart trick.
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