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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

1 WISH | COULD STAY
LONGER, HONEY- BUT |
HAVE 0 GET HOME,

AND [T'S GOING TO BE | HAVE NO BUS, ANVONE
A LONG DRNE. jo— Y GOING T© MAPLE

THANKS FOR TAKING

SOME PASKHENGERS,

ELLY. THEY'RE ALL
NICE PEOPLE.

!t HARDLY NEED THE
CRUTCHES NOW, MOM.
VIVIAN SAYS I'LL BE
FINE

~ M GOING TO
MISS VOU, LiZ!

1o M :
PLsas\{)eE.l‘LL
ENJOY THE-

Garfield = Jim Davis

YOU'RE AWFULLY IMPRESSED
WITH YOURSELF, AREN'T YOU?

www.garfield.com

eserved.
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SHE WENT
TO HER
GOURMET

MOM, WOULD YoU MIND YNELSON TOULOUSE 1S
TAKING SOME PEOPLE [GOING TO FORT LACLOCHE:
WITH YOU7? SINCE WE _[ANGELA McGRAW 1S

LEAVING MTIGWAKI OR | POINT, AND BOB
COMING IN, USUALLY | GOULAIS 1S GOING TO

AND, THEY'LL CERTAINLY
CHIP IN FOR THE RIDE .
1T5 A CULTURAL THING |
AMONGST NATIVE PEOPLE.
IF YOU DO SOMETHING
FOR SOMEONE, THEY

ALWAYS REPAY
e YOU.

| ASKED, BUT NO-
| BODY WANTED 10
&0 ALLTHE WAYTO
“THE Bl& SMOKE
~THATS, WHAT WE
CALLTORONTO!

'SMOKING IN |
DESIGNATED F
AREAS ONL

.1 HOPE SHE
LIKES FisH |
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TONIGHT WELL LEARN HOW To PERK LP A MEATLOAF

WITH JUST A FEW SIMPLE INGREDIENTS,/

A FAREWELL
PARTY FOR THE
VP OF YOUR

‘@PANV ?
\

YES, AND WE'D
LKEITTOBEA

VERY ELEGANT
AFFSQJ\/
z
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SHE MUST BE
A VERY VALLED
EXECUTIVE
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WE COULDN'T

OH,ON THE
BE MORE DELIGHTED

CONTRARY ...

r/‘/

-~

www.Blondie.com

TO SEE HEI;G/Oi)

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

YoU MIS6
THE POINT,
SARGE

YOU HAVEN'T DONE

A SINGLE THING

T TOLD You To po!
&
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“{T5 NOT WHAT YOU
HAVEN'T DONE, ITS
HOW You DIDN'T

Do IT.”

MELTED MUDDY SLUSH
AL
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NOT TONIGHT,
Y SWEETIE. WE'RE
{ TRYING TO CUT
BACK ON TV

<

Cryptoquip
HISEI

DSEG FRPFIR NZL WNEDNWR

NDXSMXM:

XGNX HRNXYDRM

“XGR GNKRM

NZL XGR GNKR-IZPXM.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU'RE OUT
LOOKING FOR VULTURES, THEN I RECKON
YOU'RE ON A SCAVENGER HUNT.,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals H

FROM NOW CON OUR
EVENINGS WON'T
DEPEND ON WHAT
SHOWS ARE AIRING

i |F THIS IS YOUR WAY OF SAYING WE
6OT TIVO, YOU'RE THE
IT ISN'T,

BEST PARENTS
? AND WE ACCEPT
> THE TITLE.

TI K ANENZFXW OKAATNC

OKZ GXNNQG KF K DLFNX,

ELYXC DN RN QKWTZP

ILA PALLO KZC RLKAC?

Yesterday's ~ Cryptoquip: ~ FLICK ~ THAT
FEATURES RICH PEOPLE AND MACRAME
ARTISTS: “THE HAVES AND THE HAVE-KNOTS.”

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: O equals M

Crossword
ACROSS 37 Danger- 3 Serves 21 Mrs.
1 Billboards ous the Shake-
4 Karate swarm purpose speare
maneuver 40 Fix, in a 4 Shrewd 22 Jaunty
8 Faux pas sense 5 Stash chapeau
12 Debtor's 41 Sheltered 6 Praise in 23 Rent- —
letters 42 | ast verse agency
13 Verdi page? 7 Standard 25 Frank
work 46 Grad 8 Scampi Herbert
14 Firetruck rags? ingre- book
necessity 47 It ends dient 26 Sweet-
15 Goalie, with 42- 9 Ear- heart
e.g. Across splitting 27 Verve
17 Hold the 48 Diamond 10 Cast- 28 Agents,
scepter arbiter aways’ for short
18 Suitable 49 Fax home 30 Census
19 Duck 50 Exile site 11 Juror, statistics
down 51 Exod., theoreti- 33 Hang
20 Tinkerbell, Lev., cally in the
for one — 16 Green balance
22 Soothing land 34 Junk
ointment DOWN 19 Yale e-mail
24 Formerly 1 Succor alumni 36 La Scala
25 Translate, 2 The buck 20 Comesti- offering
in a way stops here bles 37 Jokesters
29 "AChorus  gg|ytion time: 25 mins. 38 Lotion
Line” song STTTT additive
30 Emana- Elslo| 39 Stitched
tions RIMIY| 40 Strike-
31 Bullring = breaker
bravo S|C|A 42 Turn red?
32 Couturier [1]o]n 43 Wet
34 Child’s ; T wriggler
play 44 Ostrich’s
35 “—the E% kin
Fokkers” |A|DIA 45 Turntable
36 Starts PlolM abbr.
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ACROSS 38 Little, in DOWN 22 Jackson

1 Bunch of Lyons 1 “Holy Hole’s
hoodlums 39 Name of cow!” river

5 Soft drink 21 popes 2 Vicinity 24 Cyclist
flavor 42 Letter 3 Inthe Armstrong

9 Felon’s opener vicinity 25 Moo
flight 44 Sketch 4 “Laugh- goo gai

12 Sandwich 48 Pub order In” pan
treat 49 Passen- alumna pan

13 Palette ger's 5 En- 26 “—
choices payment trances Believer”

14 “I” strain 50 Faction 6 “That 27 Hudson

15 “Kiss 51 Drops on hurts!” co-star
From a the lawn 7 Release 29 Ernesto
Rose” 52 Actress 8 Nincom- Guevara
singer Thomp- poop 30 Branch

16 Puts on a son 9 Ponce 31 Calendar
show 53 Proba- de — abbr.

17 Chic no bility 10 Malaria 35 Tahini
more 54 Dawn symptom ingre-

18 Baffling goddess 11 Speck dient

19 Plato’s P 55 Out of 20 Acting 36 Ranch

20 Joint play daughter 39 Nephrite

21 Tenet 56 Egg of 4- 40 Toast

23 Penin- container Down topper
sula st. . . . 41 Chops

25 Reams Solution time: 27 mins. 43 cookbook

28 Wealthy author
VIP Rombauer

32 D-Day 45 Carnival
beach attraction

33 Indira 46 Puts
Gandhi’s into the
father mix

34 Canoelike 47 Bridge
carriers position

36 Plot 49 Govt.

37 Teensy worker
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Bridge
NORTH
€Q73
vQ32
*Q7
*76532
WEST EAST
10985 ®642
¥Jio64 10875
53 ®K 1098
L 3R] *Q 4
SOUTH
& AK
YAK
®AJ642
S#AKI108
Test Your Play

Thisis adouble-dummy problem. You are de-
clarer in Six Notrump, and West leads the jack of
spades. Your aimistomake12tricks, assuming best
defense by East-West. Asusual in double-dummy
problems, youarepermittedtolook at al four hands.

CashtheA-K of spades, A-K of heartsand ace of
clubs. If East playsthefour ontheaceof clubs, you
next lead the eight, forcing East to win with the
queen. If East returnsaspadeor aheart, discard the
K-10 of clubs on dummy’s magjor-suit queens, un-
blocking the suit so that dummy can cash the 7-6-5
of clubs. You finish by taking adiamond finesseto
produceyour 12thtrick.

If East dropsthe queen of clubs under the ace at
trick five, anentirely different approachisrequired.
You lead the jack of diamonds at trick six. If East
takesthejack with theking, thequeen of diamonds
becomesanentry todummy, andyouscore 12 tricks
regardless of what East returns.

L et’ssuppose, therefore, that East refusestotake
thejack of diamondswhenyouleadit. Inthat case,
West becomesyour pigeon. You cashtheaceof dia-
mondstoextract hislast diamond, thenlead theeight
of clubs.

ThisforcesWest to win with thejack (or nine, if
hehasretainedthat card) and put youindummy with
aspadeor aheart. Asbefore, youdiscardyour K-10
of clubsondummy’smajor-suit queens, cashthe 7-
6-5 of clubsand thereby acquire 12 tricks.

Thus, you makethe contract regardless of which
way thedefenderstwist or turn. Thereisnoway they
can escape.

Tomorrow: Optimism issometimes rewarded.

North dcaler.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
“@®» 7 42
YAJIO
® 98753
@] 10
WEST EAST
@» J3 P K 1096
¥o64 ¥Y98532
® QJ 10 * 4
(DO 7 542 *=R 63
SOUTH
@® AN Q8S
YK Q7
®* AKO62
a* A K
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass Pass 2 Pass
2 ¥ Pass 2 & Pass
2 NT Pass 3 & Pass
5@ Pass (S 4
Opening lead — queen of diamonds.

Optimism I sSometimes Rewar ded

In bridge, a player is not always punished for
reachingapoor contract. Sometimesthegodsmight
smilefavorably uponhimwhenheisoverly aggres-
sive— provided he playswell enoughto earntheir
favor.

Consider this deal where South got to six dia-
monds. It was not a good contract; the odds were
about 4-to-1 against making it.

Two clubswas artificial and forcing; two hearts
wasace-showing. Two notrump showed abal anced
hand and denied significant values beyond the ace
of hearts. South should really have settled for three
notrump at this stage, but when he bid three dia-
monds and North |eaped to five, South decided to
carry ontosix, sincetherewereseveral handsNorth
could have that would make the slam an odds-on
favorite. Declarer actually made the slam, which
makes it difficult to conduct a sermon on his bid-
ding. But hedid play the hand well and eventually
was rewarded for his positive outlook.

West led atrump, and South cashed the A-K,
learning he had to lose atrump trick. He was then
faced with the task of escaping a spade loser, anc
solved the problem with the help of an elimination
play.

After crossing to dummy with aheart, hetried
spade finesse, which won. He then cashed the ace
of spades, A-K of clubs and A-K of hearts, West
refusingtoruff. Declarer then put West onlead with
atrump. As South hoped, West had only clubs| eft
and had toreturn one. Thisallowed declarer todis-
card aspade from dummy asheruffed in hishand,
giving him not only therubber but al so a 750-point
bonus for making a slam he would no doubt have
stayed out of had he been able to see his partner’s
cards.
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“I'd like to leave a wake-up call for
whenever it is | wake up.”
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“Daddy said we’ll have some good
old-fashioned music in our church
if they can find an organ donor.”




