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Colby College
grad receives

national nod

Colby Community College
graduateJerry L. Robbenisreceiv-
ing national recognition by theAs-
sociationfor ResearchinVisionand
Ophthalmology (AVRO) for his
research in cataract prevention.

Robben, who graduated from
Colby Community CollegeinMay
2003, will beapresenter at the2005
ARV O annual meeting to be held
May 1-5inFort Lauderdale, Fla.

A Sharon Springsnative, Robben
ismajoringinbiochemistry at Kan-
sas State University. Biochemistry
is considered by many to be the
most difficult major inthebiomedi-
cal sciences at KSU. Graduates of
the program typically have the
equivalent of a minor in chemical
engineering or chemistry in addi-
tion to biochemistry.

Robben currently worksin the
lab for Dr. D. Takemoto. He has
completedaprojectwhichresulted
in the prevention of hydrogen per-
oxide induced cataract formation
andwill providethebasisfor further
work on genetherapy inlens.

In addition to hislab work and
studies, RobbenisalsoaDJfor pri-
vate parties and weddings in the
Manhattan area.

Robben was enrolled in Colby
College's biology and microbiol-
ogy classestaught by longtimein-
structor Vernon Wranosky.

“Jerry is arepresentative of
many local studentswho found a
field of interest during their educa-
tionat Colby Community College,”
said Wranosky.

“Hewillingly acknowledgesthe
importanceof our dedicationtothe
completion of individual student
goals. Colby College's faculty’s
goalsand aspirationsfor theyoung
peopleof northwest Kansasarere-
flected by thisfine young man be-
cause of hiseducation, ethical and
work values,” Wranosky said.

Robben has applied for admis-
sion to the Illinois College of Op-
tometry in Chicago.

He is the son of Tammy and
Randy Robben of Sharon Springs
and the grandson of Jim and Judy
Withers, also of Sharon Springs.
Both Jim (class of '54) and Judie
(classof ' 59) aregraduatesof Colby
High School.

Truck accident
sends driver
to hospital

SELDEN —Asinglevehicleac-
cident early Saturday morning sent
aNebraskaman to the hospital.

ReneM. Alonzo, 34, Lexington,
Neb. waswestboundonU.S. High-
way 383 about 4 a.m., when oneof
the wheels on the 2001 Interna-
tional semi-truck hewasdrivingleft
the right side of the roadway. The
accident occurred 6.3 mileswest of
thejunctionof U.S.83andU.S. 383
near Selden.

According to a report filed by
Trooper Gerald Stritt of theK ansas
Highway Patrol, Alonzo lost con-
trol of the truck when he overcor-
rected. Thetruck cametorestonits
right sidein the north ditch.

Alonzo, who was wearing a
seatbelt, was transported to the
Sheridan County Health Complex
in Hoxie for treatment of possible
injuries.

Wheat deal with
Cuba announced

GARDEN CITY (AP) — State
officials have announced a $3.5
million trade deal with Cubain-
volving more than 25,000 metric
tons of Kansaswheat.

The deal, reached late last week
and announced Friday, includes
10,000 metrictonsfromtheGarden
City Co-Op, with the rest of the
grain being shipped from Wichita
and Salina.

“We're excited a new market is
opening,” said John McClelland,
manager of the cooperative.
“There'sjust alot of optimismright
now in southwest Kansas.”

Lt. Gov. John Moore said Cuban
officials requested that part of the
125,000-metric-ton purchasefrom
the United States include Kansas
wheat.

“Wewill continueto pursuethis
as a market plan for Kansas,”
Moore said outside Garden City
Co-Op as agrain truck was being
filled with wheat.

But, he said, U.S. restrictions
needtobeliftedinordertoincrease
trade with the communist country
inthefuture.

For a good cause

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Teacher-student sex cases
still showing up In Kansas

WICHITA (AP) — Nearly two
dozen Kansas teachers have | ost
their certificates since 1998 amid
allegationsof inappropriate sexual
contact with studentsor other chil-
dren, records show.

Authoritiesattributed the preva-
lence of the cases to an increased
awareness of the problem and a
relatively new state law.

The2001 law makesitacrimefor
ateacher to have consensual sex
with a 16- or 17-year-old student.
The “unlawful sexual relations”
law was originally written to pre-
vent prisonguardsfrom having sex
with willing inmates, but teachers
now arebound by it aswell. A con-
viction can carry asentence of five
to seven monthsin prison.

Four school employees in
Wichita have lost their jobs since
November amid allegations of
sexua contact with students. Of the
three who have been charged, two
were charged under thislaw. The
investigation continues into a

teacher,” said Lt. Roy Mitchell of
the Wi chita/Sedgwick County Ex-
ploited and Missing Child Unit.
“While it wasin poor taste, it was
not acrime. Now itis.”

But even before the law was
passed, the State Board of Educa-
tion always made it apolicy to re-
voke the license of any teacher
caught having sexual contact with
astudent, said board attorney Kevin
Ireland.

State records show that since
1998, the state has taken action in
22 caseswhereK ansasteachers|ost
their licensesor weredenied anew
license becausethey had been con-
victed of sex crimesinvolving chil-
dren.

He said a handful of those cases
involved teachersin Missouri or
Oklahomawho also had licensestc
teachin Kansas.

Thoughtroubling, thenumber of
casescameasno surprisetoexperts.

“It's aberrant behavior, but it’s
not aberrantintermsof what’shap-

Dewey Augustine, one of the Lube-A-Thon coordinators (background) and another helper took
partinthe annual event Saturday, which raised more than $2,000 toward the Dennen Field Project.

fourth man.

pening acrossthecountry,” Kansas
“It used to be that a 16-year-old

State University professor Bok

County commissioners
have board seats to fill

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sionersarelookingfor afew people
to serve on two different boards.
The commissioners discussed the
matter at their Monday meeting.

They received aletter of resigna-
tionfrom Sheriff MikeBaughnwho
wasoneof three county appointees
to the Thomas County Economic
DevelopmentAllianceboard of di-
rectors. Baughnresignedduetohis
election as sheriff.

Chairman Ron Evans said any-
onelivingin District 3 can contact
commissioner Ken Christian for
moreinformation.

They alsoneed areplacement for
theboard of zoning appeal shecause
Lyle Saddler’s term ended. Evans
said anyone interested can contact
County Clerk Shelly Harms.

The commissionersalso heard a
presentation ontheThomasCounty
Health Department from adminis-
trator JuanitaDewey.

She gave arun down on al the
services the department offers, as
well as the facilities and upgrades
that have been done.

Dewey saidthefiling systemhas
been revamped and now meetspri-
vacy standards.

Theheathdepartment alsooffers
lab testing services.

“We' vehad agood response, two

tothreepeopleevery day,” shesaid.

They a sodiscussed changingthe
locks on several of the courthouse
doors.

Harms had a proposal from
Colby Glass for five locks and 40
keys for $350, which the commis-
sionersapproved. Shesaidthey also
submittedthecost of keylessentry,
whichwould cost almost $1,500 per
door.

Onthe subject of building main-
tenance, courthouse custodian
Jenny Smithaskedthecommission-
ersif something couldbedonetofix
the west basement entrance. She
said after rain or snow, water pools
inthat spot and thereisnowherefor
ittodrain out.

Evanssaidthey would ask Glenn
Strait of Strait AssociatesArchitects
about it during his presentation on
courthouse roof repairs. The com-
missioners decided to get
Roofmasters Roofing to take digi-
tal picturesof theflashing and gut-
ters on the roof to see what can be
done and how much it could cost.

In other business the commis-
sionersapproved:

* Their meeting schedule for the
year.

*Nex-Techtoinstall afirewall in
the courthouse’ sA S400 system.

» Thepurchaseof adiesel storage
tank and pump for the county land-
fill.

Hearing in Hays will deal
with schools’ science standards

Anyone interested in learning
more about science standards for
Kansas schools can do so at a pub-
lic hearing Tuesday in Hays.

Rick Reeser, St. Francis, isa
member of the Kansas State Sci-
ence Standards Committee ap-
pointed to the State School Board.

Reeser isencouragingall interested
inthetopic of science standardsto
attend.

Thepublichearingwill takeplace
starting at 7 p.m. at Hays High
School on E. 13th Street. For more
information, contact Reeser at
(785) 332-3997 or at 890-7517.

How to contact our reporters:

Editor Patty Decker —
pdecker@nwkansas.com
(785)462-3963
Tisha Cox —
tcox@nwkansas.com
(785) 462-3963
Jan Katz Ackerman —
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net
(785) 675-2155
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Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

Celebrating Hometown Life

(available in trade area only)
See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS

NATIONAL BANK ~ 460-2000
“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

could have sex with a school- Shoop said.

Get connected to the
| nter net with usl

We have
local technical
support.
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Call
462- 3963

Join your neighbors in Goodland, Oberlin, Norcatur, Bird City,
Oakley, McDonald, Colby and St. Francis who are on-line with
nwkansas.com. We have high speed modems, unlimited active
usage and technical support available.

SAME DAY CONNECTION!!
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For alimited time, Colby
Free Press customers can
receive 12 full months of
Inter net servicefor lessthan
the price of eight!!

THAT'S4AMONTHS - FREE!!

12 MONTHS
Just.....

$169

* Internet access as low as $14.95/mo. with 1 year pre-payment.
Normal monthly rates are $24.95/mo. For more information, call 462-3963

155 W. 5th
Colby
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