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Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
You are South, both sides vulnerable, and have

this hand:
S 7 H AQ94 D K108 C AJ1092
1. You bid One Club, West overcalls with One

Spade, partner bids One Notrump, and East passes.
What would you bid now?

2. You bid One Club, West overcalls with One
Spade, partner bids Two Diamonds, and East passes.
What would you bid now?

3. You bid One Club, West passes, partner re-
sponds Two Notrump, and East passes. What would
you bid now?

4. You bid One Club, partner responds One Dia-
mond, you rebid One Heart, and North raises to Two
Hearts. East-West pass throughout. What would you
bid now?

  * * *
1. Two clubs. Partner has about eight or nine

points, including a spade stopper, for his one-
notrump bid. Game is therefore unlikely, so the only
question is where the best partscore contract lies. On
balance, two clubs is apt to be a safer contract than
one notrump.

It would be wrong to bid two hearts. This would
constitute a reverse bid, indicating a much stronger
hand. Such a bid could easily push your side beyond
a makable partscore.

2. Two hearts. This is not a reverse, since two
hearts is the cheapest bid you can make. However,
you should view this hand as much more promis-
ing for game purposes than the preceding one.
Partner’s two-diamond bid promises at least 10
points and, because you have support for his suit,
also raises the value of your hand a notch or two. For
the moment, though, it is best to mark time with two
hearts, planning to show your diamond support later.

3. Three hearts. You bid three hearts mainly to
warn partner against notrump. North is unlikely to
have four hearts, since he failed to respond one heart,
although he might have bypassed the suit for tacti-
cal reasons. Three hearts should not be treated by
partner as a reverse bid showing extra strength, since
over two notrump, it is better used as a clarifying
bid to pinpoint distribution.

4. Three diamonds. There are three possible bids
— three diamonds, three hearts and four hearts —
and they all make sense. The chief objection to an
immediate leap to game is that if partner has the
wrong type of hand, you probably won’t make four
hearts. And while a three-heart bid would invite
partner to go on to four, it would only announce extra
values without delineating what they are.

Three diamonds has the virtue of not only identi-
fying extra values, but also describing the three-
suited nature of your hand.

Tomorrow: A deducible deduction.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

The bidding by the opponents often helps declarer
find the winning line of play. It is not uncommon
for him to have a choice of several methods of play,
and the final choice is sometimes strongly influ-
enced by the bidding.

Consider this deal where South was in six hearts
and West led the ten of clubs. Had declarer followed
the line of least resistance, he would have gone down
one. Suppose he had ruffed, drawn trumps, dis-
carded a diamond on a top spade and then led a dia-
mond toward the K-9. In that case, he would have
lost two diamond tricks as well as the slam.

But early in the play South arrived at the conclu-
sion that West was far more likely to have the ace of
diamonds than East. West’s ten lead was presum-
ably his highest club, marking East with the A-K-
Q. This made West a strong favorite to have the ace
of diamonds for his three-club bid.

Accordingly, South ruffed the club lead in
dummy, played a heart to the jack, ruffed another
club, played a heart to the queen and ruffed his last
club. When he next cashed the A-K of hearts, this
became the position:

North — S  A K Q 4; D 8 5; West
East — S J 10 8 5 Immaterial;  D A Q; South — S
7 2;  H 5; D  K 9 3

South then led the five of hearts, and West, who
could not spare a spade, was forced to discard the
queen of diamonds. Declarer thereupon discarded
a spade from dummy and led the diamond three.
West had to win with the ace, and South’s king be-
came his 12th trick.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston


