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Evidence points to cousin stealing
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: Heartsick is the
only way I can describe how I
feel right now. Something very
precious to me, an antique doll,
has disappeared from its storage
place in my bedroom and has
been replaced by a similar doll
that I have never seen before. The
only person besides my husband
who knew of its existence was
my cousin “Lana.”

Lana and her husband have
been weekend houseguests in
our home for several years. A few
weeks ago, we let them use our
bedroom and we took the guest
room.

The other day I went to the
chest where I kept the doll, in-
tending to have it appraised, and
found something else in its place.
I have no solid proof that Lana
took it, but the circumstances and
family history all point in that
direction.

You see, the doll was a family
heirloom given to me by my aunt
15 years ago.

As far as I’m concerned, the re-
lationship between my cousin
and me has been seriously af-
fected. What should be my next
step?

— HEARTSICK IN N.C.
DEAR HEARTSICK: Call

Cousin Lana and tell her what
you have told me. Perhaps she
was upset that the heirloom
doll was not given to her, or
assumed that you wouldn’t
know the difference if another
doll was substituted. Ask her to
please return the original.

If she is unwilling to cooper-
ate, you could report the theft
to the police and fill out a sto-
len property report. However,

you should be aware that, un-
less the doll is valuable, petty
thefts are not a high priority
for police departments.

DEAR ABBY: How do you
get someone’s name off junk
mail lists when that person has
died? My sister passed away last
May.

I had all of her mail forwarded
to my house. I specifically con-
tacted all the bill collectors and
her friends and gave them my
address, but her junk mail has
found its way to me. Many of the
catalogs and charities used the
address correction service,
thinking my sister had moved to
my address, and now they send
their stuff to me. The rest of the
mail comes forwarded by the
post office.

How can I make it stop? I don’t
want this stuff. The Direct Mail
Marketing organization says that
this request cannot be made by a
second party.

— HAD ENOUGH IN
CITRUS HEIGHTS

DEAR HAD ENOUGH:
With a black marking pen,
cross out the bar code on the
envelopes and write “De-
ceased; Return to Sender.”
Then put the items back in
your mailbox. Eventually the
senders will get the message
and the unwanted mail will
stop. Also, if you call the 800

numbers for the catalogs and
explain the situation, most will
cooperate and remove your
sister’s name and your address
from their lists.

DEAR ABBY: What’s the
proper etiquette when escorting
a woman through a revolving
door? I never know whether to
send her in first, or if I should
enter first and do the initial push-
ing.

Revolving doors can be heavy,
and I can only imagine that it’s
difficult for a petite woman — or
one wearing high heels — to ma-
neuver.

But I don’t want to be rude and
charge through a door in front of
my date. Have you any advice?

— GOING IN CIRCLES IN
HOUSTON

DEAR GOING IN CIR-
CLES: Your rationale for go-
ing first through a revolving
door makes sense to me. How-
ever, when in doubt a gentle-
man should ask, “Would you
like me to go first?” In other
words, take your cue from the
lady.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Bridge

The hero of today’s deal is Zia Mahmood,
who in the past 25 years has firmly established
himself as one of the world’s all-time great
players. The charismatic Pakistani, who now
resides in London and the United States, is
noted most for his daring and imagination at the
table, and his wit and charm away from it.

Today’s deal, from the 1993 Vanderbilt
Teams, is vintage Zia. After West’s offbeat
three-spade pre-empt and North’s double, Zia,
South, took a stab at three notrump on his eight
high-card points.

West led a diamond, and where most mortals
would have played dummy’s jack or queen, Zia
inserted the nine! This brought immediate re-
sults when the nine forced East’s king, but the
contract was still a long way from home.

East shifted to the spade queen, taken by the
ace, and a heart was ducked to East’s nine.
When East returned the heart king, Zia ducked
again, then won the queen continuation with the
ace. The A-Q-J of diamonds were then cashed,
East showing out on the second round.

At this point, with five cards remaining to be
played, the opposing hands were virtually an
open book.

West was known to have started with six
spades, five diamonds and one heart, so he had
at most one club. East, forced to discard a heart
in order to guard clubs, was known to be hold-
ing four clubs and the heart jack.

To make the contract, Zia needed four club
tricks, which might seem impossible given
East’s holding and dummy’s doubleton ace.
But such things are child’s play for the Paki-
stani.

He simply led a low club from dummy and
finessed the nine(!), returned to dummy with
the club ace and played the heart ten. East was
forced to win and lead a club from the Q-10 to
South’s K-J to give Zia his ninth trick.

In the post-mortem, the self-effacing Zia
pointed out that he had in fact erred by duck-
ing the second heart, which eventually forced
him to risk losing a trick to the singleton ten of
clubs in the West hand. Had Zia taken the sec-
ond heart, he could later have played the ace
and another club to the nine before exiting with
his remaining heart to force East to make the
same losing return in clubs.

Tomorrow: The art of circumvention.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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