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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

HAVING PROBLEMS, ITS SOME-
NOTHING T© DO WITH YOU.
YES (T DOES.

BECKY, IF YOUR PARENTS ARE | My MOM WANTS ME ON
HER SIDE, THEN DAD
THING BETWEEN THEM. I'T HASJ WANTS ME ON HIS . 5
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REALLY? WHAT'S THE
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CAREFUL, BELLA,
DON'T LET OTTO
CHASE YOU UP
ON THE ROOF
AGAIN
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ITS OKAY. T
ALWAYS LAND
ON MY FEET

IT'S A BUNCH OF TV
WRITERS SITTING AROUND
5 THE CONFERENCE TABLE,
TRYING TO COME UP
WITH SOMETHING NEW
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DAD CAN A
GIVEME ARIDE
TOPRACTICE?

OLDER ISN'T A BAD THING, TED.

SAYING YOU'RE GOING TO KEEP GETTING

I KNOW TURNING 40 IS HARD,
WHEN I TURN 40...

TED.

AND I KNOW IT WON'T BE EASY FOR ME
\ 7 BIRTHDAYS ARE JUST

IT'S EREATY IT
A MEANS YOU GET
5] TO HAVE MORE
CHANCES. MORE
EXPERIENCES.

BUT WE HAVE TO
REMEMBER THAT

NUMBERS. NUMBERS
| WE CAN PRESCRIBE
ANY VALUE TO THAT
WE SEE FIT. \
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SHE JUST CANNOT
TAKE A JOKE! I SUGGEST SHE GET CHECKED
FOR AN IRONY DEFICIENCY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals N

HERE, TED.
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TIME WITH ME,
BUT YOU WERE
JUST GOING TO
SAY THAT.
’L/ -
7 N
{
i‘ &Qf@_
BUT I THOUGHT WORK WITH ME
NUMBERS HAD ™

Cryptoquip

OCIJ] Y] YPSABIBDIA
OBAFP PBDIOCIALI IVPI YS§
JTKCS, T SYFI TS CI'P

Barshavelegd responsbilitiestoo
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: Your adviceto* Fed
Upin N.Y.,” whose father-in-law
scootsoff inhismotorizedwheel chair
tothelocal bar amileaway andreturns
home drunk, missed one point. The
bar has alegal responsibility not to
alow customersto leave drunk, and
instead of servingdrunk customers, to
cut them off.

“Fed Up” should gotothebar with
the police and inform the bartender
and management that the next time
they “overserve” “PapaJake,” she'll
seetoitthat theNew York stateliquor
license people get an earful, and if
anything happensto PapaJake, or he
causesinjury toanyoneinhisdrunken
condition on the way home, the bar
will sharein that responsibility.

I’ll bet aginand tonic after that the
bar will cut PapaJake off long before
he getsdrunk.

—DAVID J.

DEAR DAVID J: That may be
truein California, but I’'mnot sure
it’ssoinevery state. Your suggestion
isan intelligent one, and it’s cer-
tainly worth making an inquiry to
the beverage control board in that
woman’sstate.

DEARABBY:Why didn’'tyousug-
gest counseling for that poor man?
Obviously, PapaJakeiswidowed and
hastoo much idle time on his hands.
After he has been given athorough
physical and mental evaluation, he
needsto beintroducedtoAA, aswell
as activities that could spark hiscre-
aivetalents.

— JESSICA IN TENNESSEE

DEAR JESSICA: I'm surethat
at thetime of hisstroke and after-
ward, Papa Jakereceived physical
and neurological evaluations. How-
ever, if he'swilling to admit he has
an alcohol problem, AA could be
helpful. (And so could Al-Anon for
“Fed Up” and her husband.)

They might also consider con-
tactingtheAmerican StrokeAsso-
ciation, which maintainsalistingof
telephonesupport groupsfor stroke
survivors, their families, friends
and interested professionals.

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
S A Q7
Y A7
®J1093
oK J62
WEST EAST
N®J853 @®O62
YKIJI654 ¥103
® A4 ®8752
o* A 7 $9 854
SOUTH
2K 104
YQ9I982
®K Q6
Q103
The bidding:
South West North East
Pass 19 Dble Pass
2 NT Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — five of hearts.

Uncanny Approach

tothePlay

Assume you’re in three notrump and

The toll-free number is 888-
4STROKE.

DEARABBY:Asafollow-uptothe
letter from “Fed Upin N.Y.,” whose
father-in-law wasusing hismotorized
scootertotravel toabar, | suggest that
sheor her husband di sconnect thebat-
tery to hisscooter.

— PHILIPC.,HOUSTON

DEAR PHILIP: It might prove
helpful, but only asalast resort.

DEARABBY: | need advice. My
mother-in-law expectsaphonecall or
card from her son and meon her wed-
ding anniversary. Her husband died
two yearsago. | haven't called her or
sentacardonthat day sincehisdeath.

She frequently comments on who
remembered to call her. Should | be
sending her happy anniversary cards?

— CONFUSED

DEAR CONFUSED: Consider
howyouwouldliketobetreated on
such abitter sweet occasion. Surely
you would not want to beignored.
Because you feel uncomfortable
sendingher a* happy” anniver sary
card, create one that saysyou are
thinkingof her and themany happy
year ssheshared with her husband.
But don’t treat her special day asif
it never happened.

DEARABBY: | received afull set
of utility knives for Christmas and
wouldliketo know the proper way to
disposeof theold knives. Thank you.

—BEVERLY IN NEW PORT.

DEAR BEVERLY: Make card-
boar d sheathsfor theknivessothey
will retain their sharpnessand not
hurt anyone, and donate them to
any charity that will takethem. Or,
offer themtoaneighbor at apenny
apiece. (In somecultures, it isbad

luck togiveaknifetosomeonewith-
out financial consideration.)

DEARABBY: My son, “Bobby,”
andhisgirlfriend,“ Claire,” had ababy
two weeks ago. Bobby lives with us
and Claire lives with her parents, al-
though they hope to get a place to-
gether soon.

Bobby and Clairearehavingaprob-
lem decidingonwhereto sleep. They
eachwanttobewiththeirfamily. They
were going to aternate one night a
each house, but Claire’'s mom said it
wouldn’t be good for the baby, asthe
baby needs aregular placetolive. I
it bad for a newborn to switch beds?
Both housesareequippedwithall the
baby thingsthelittle one needs.

Bobby works about 30 hours ¢
week and attends college full time.
Claire doesn’'t work or go to school.
Wheat can | do to help them resolve
their issueswithout hurting anyone's
feelings? My son wants to be in
Claire's and the baby’s lives. | just
don’t know how to help him.

—WANTSTOHELPIN OHIO

DEARWANTSTO HELP: The
biggest favor you could do for
Bobby and Claire would beto en-
courage both of them to complete
their education beforemovingany-
where.

The fact that your son and his
girlfriend can’t decidewhich house
tosleepinshould beacluethat nei-
ther henor sheismatureenough to
bemovingout on their own.

Your son will haveplenty of time
toseehisgirlfriend and child after
wor k and on weekends, and since
your houseiswell-equipped, your
grandchild can comefor visits. But
for now, it would bein the best in-
terests of everyone to stay where
they are. Trust meon that.

Family Circus =« Bil Keane
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HAVE
YOU STUDIED
ENOUGH FOR

TOMORROWS
TEST?

“That depends on how hard it’s

West |eadsaheart. How canyou giveyour-

self the best chancefor the contract?
Thisis by no means an easy question.
However, to beginwith, you know quitea
lot about how themissing cardsaredivided.
First, West islikely to haveall the miss-
ing high cards, sinceheopenedthebidding
and only 13 high-card points are unac-

counted for.

Second, West isalso likely to havefive
or more hearts and presumably does not
havetheK-J-10, fromwhichhewouldhave

led thejack.

You can put thisknowledgetowork inan
unusual fashion. Thefirst step isto go up
with the ace of hearts, even though you
know you can win the trick more cheaply
in your hand. Next you force out one of
West's aces — let’s say by playing adia

mond to theking.

West takes the ace and makes the best
returnof alow heartto East’ sten, whichyou
alow towinthetrick! Thereis, of course,
a method to this madness — as soon be-

comesevident.

AssumeEast returnsadiamond (hisplay
really doesn’t matter). You win and force
out the ace of clubs. The best West can do
now isto cash hisking of heartstoholdyou

to ninetricks.

Observe that the contract goes down if
youdon't play theaceof heartsat trick one.
Inthat case, West would scorethreehearts
and two aces before you can collect nine

tricks.

You also go down if you win East’sten
of heartswith the queen at trick three.

Both playsare contrary to the norm, but
canbejustified becauseWest’ shandisvir-
tually an open book. You don’t actually
haveto seeWest’scardsto know what they

are.
Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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ACROSS

40 Seesaw

going to be.”

Crossword

3 Champing 21 Actor

1 Out of quorum at the bit Wallach
play 42 Charla- 4 Red-ink 24 Mis’

5 Eminem’s tanism entries neighbors
genre 45 Ding site, 5 Whereto 25 Intensify

8 Jog often see a rock 26 Duct

12 Icicle’s 49 — Romeo quartet? tape,
place (car) 6 Blond maybe?

13 Avail one- 50 — Annie shade 28 Ever-
self of (“Oklaho- 7 Juror, green

14 Excep- mal” role) theoreti- 29 Whop-
tional 52 Unaltered cally pers,

15 Home, in 53 Porter’s 8 Dire e.g.
today’s “Lets —” 9 — move- 30 Gun the
jargon 54 Court ment engine

16 The girl 55 Saharan (sleep 31 Pigs’

17 Unoriginal 56 Alluring phenome- digs
one 57 Started non) 36 Pact

18 Getting 58 Busy with 10 Sandwich 37 Rocky
onin treat height
years DOWN 11 Gull's 38 Dwarfed

20 Area 1 Erté’s cousin tree

22 Male style 19 “And | 41 Consti-
turkey 2 Count should tution’s

23 Cover counter- care, first word

24 Web site part why?” 42 Manias
list, often  solution time: 25 mins. 43 Lotion

27 Cops additive

32 — 44 Sailing
Darya vessel

33 Inlet 46 “Phooey!”

34 Siill 47 Give off

35 Some 48 Start
pitches over

38 Group of 51 The
quail buck

39 Magnon stops
preceder here

2 3

10




