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Mom makes unrealistic promise
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: A promise I made
to my child is tearing me apart. My
7-year-old son, “Lyle,” has been
talking a lot about death. A while
back, we were in the car and he
brought the subject up again. He said
how sad he would be in heaven
alone, and asked that should any-
thing ever happen to him, if I would
go with him. I promised that I would,
and it seemed to make him feel
much better. We talked about how
we would fly down to Earth and
touch our loved ones to give them
comfort, even though they would
never see us.

That promise I made is killing me
now, because, God forbid if some-
thing bad did happen to Lyle, I could
never go with him. I have four other
children who need me. I’m afraid if
I take back the promise that gave my
son so much comfort, it will upset
him. Also, I need to know why, at his
tender age, Lyle is talking so much
about death. Is this normal? Some-
times it scares me.

— TORN MOTHER IN
VERMONT

DEAR TORN MOTHER: Do
not “take back” the promise. Your
son was asking for reassurance
that you would never leave him,
and you gave it to him. Because
you are concerned about this pre-
occupation with death, gently try
to draw him out when he brings it
up again. If you are not satisfied
with his responses, enlist the aid of
a child psychologist.

DEAR Abby: I dated “Carter” for
five months. During that time, he
bought me all kinds of presents,
from flowers to tires for my car. I
never asked Carter for anything. In
fact, I told him twice that there were
“too many presents.” He responded
that I was insulting him, and told me
I should just accept them graciously
and say thank you.

I tried to reciprocate by doing
things for him. I would cook him

dinner every time he came over, and
give him fresh produce from our
garden. I even loaned Carter my car
when his was in the shop.

Now that we are broken up, he is
demanding that I return all his gifts
and pay him $300 for the tires or he
will sue me. (I have proof they were
gifts, and given with love.) I feel
Carter is wrong. Should I give him
back the things and pay him?

— SORRY I EVER MET HIM
DEAR SORRY: Once a gift is

given, it belongs to the recipient to
do with as she (or he) wishes. How-
ever, in this case, since you now
know they were intended as
strings to bind you to him, it might
be better to return them and be rid
of him once and for all.

P.S. He can sue you if he wishes,
but whether he could WIN is an-
other matter. I hope for his sake he
won’t decide to try.

DEAR ABBY: I was having a
snack in a restaurant a few days ago.
A mother and her two young chil-
dren were sitting at the next table.
The younger child — a boy about 3
— picked up the salt shaker and
licked the top of it. The mother in-
structed the older child to take the
salt shaker to an unoccupied table
and exchange it for another salt
shaker.

Should I have spoken to her about
it, or taken it off the other table my-
self and turned it over to an em-
ployee? I feel I should have done
something, but I didn’t.

— FEELING GUILTY
DEAR FEELING GUILTY:

You should have informed your
server or the manager of the res-

taurant about what you saw, so
the item could have been removed
and sanitized. And shame on that
mother for what she was teaching
her older child. Mother of the
year, she’s not.

DEAR ABBY: The letter from the
“Worried Mom” made me laugh,
remembering when I was in high
school. A group of friends and I de-
cided to “kidnap” four other friends
and take them out for breakfast be-
fore school. We surprised them in
their beds, intending to take them
out in public in their pajamas.

All was well until the third house.
Like the girl in the letter, our friend
“Angie” slept in the nude. I have
never seen anyone blush harder than
she did that morning.

— CHRISTA IN SALT LAKE
CITY

DEAR CHRISTA: I guess the
“surprise” was on YOU.

DEAR ABBY: I suspect that
“Worried Mom” reacted so strongly
because she’s terrified of her
daughter’s awakening sexuality,
and Mom equates nudity with sex,
and sex is “wrong.”

 Now Mom has two tasks ahead of
her. The first is to overcome her own
hang-ups. The second is to have a
frank discussion with her daughter
about how to protect herself in
sexual situations. Please tell her to
stop worrying. Sleeping nude IS
more comfortable.

— DOES IT TOO
DEAR D.I.T.: What was it that

Marilyn Monroe used to say? At
bedtime her preferred attire was
Chanel No. 5.

Bridge

Two-for-One Deal
If you lose a trick you don’t have to lose,

but get back two in exchange, you show a
profit of one trick.

 The opportunity for such a transaction
seldom arises, but when it does, it should
be grabbed with both hands.

Take this case where declarer wins the
opening diamond lead with the ace and
apparently must sooner or later lose two
diamond tricks and go down one.

But declarer actually has an excellent
chance for the slam. It is all a question of
how the hearts are divided. If East has four
or more of them, which is likely on the bid-
ding, the slam is ice-cold.

South plays the A-Q of spades, discards
a diamond on the ace of clubs and ruffs a
club. He then cashes the A-K of hearts, ruffs
a heart and trumps dummy’s last club.

His preparations now complete, South
leads the nine of hearts and discards a dia-
mond from dummy, allowing East to win
with the ten.

Obviously, South could ruff the heart in
dummy and avoid a heart loser, but instead
he sacrifices that trick because he aims to
get it back with interest.

And that is exactly what happens. East,
who is known from the bidding to have no
more diamonds, is forced to return a heart
or a club.

In either case, South ruffs in his hand and
discards dummy’s last diamond to make the
slam.

In effect, declarer substitutes one heart
loser for two diamond losers.

The exchange is very profitable, since
South winds up plus 1,630 points instead
of minus 100.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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