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Grandma discovers son is cheating
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My son, “Will,” is
married with three beautiful chil-
dren. One evening a few weeks ago,
I baby-sat my grandchildren at their
house. A strange car kept stopping
in front of the house, and when I
went to the window, it would drive
off.

Will and his wife, “Eve,” both
work. He returned before she did,
and I left. However, I was suspi-
cious, so I drove up the street and
parked in a dark area. A few minutes
later, the car pulled up again, and my
son ran out of the house and got into
the car. I drove slowly by the car and
saw my son and a strange woman
talking.

Should I tell Eve what I saw? A
few people have told me to butt out.
I strongly suspect that he is having
an affair with this woman. What
should I do?

— WORRIED MOM IN
MISSOURI

DEAR WORRIED MOM:
Talk to your son. Give him a
chance to explain. Warn him
about how much he has to lose if
he is involved with another wo-
man or doing something illegal.
But do NOT carry tales to your
daughter-in-law without first
talking to your son — if then.

DEAR ABBY: About four years
ago, a woman I know, “Cathy,” gave
me a beautiful matching ring and
bracelet. She told me at the time that
she couldn’t wear them because
they were too small. Cathy said she
knew I loved jewelry and wanted me
to have the set because she didn’t
know anyone else who would enjoy
it as much as I would. I accepted the
items and wear them frequently. I
love them.

Cathy has since had gastric by-
pass surgery and lost nearly 150
pounds. She recently came into the
office where I work and told me that
since she has lost so much weight,

she wants the jewelry back as she
can now wear it.

Should I return the ring and brace-
let?

— UNDECIDED IN ALA-
BAMA

DEAR UNDECIDED: Once a
gift is given, it belongs to the re-
cipient to do with as she (or he)
wishes. The question you must ask
yourself is, which is worth more to
you — the friendship or the jew-
elry? Only you can answer that.

DEAR ABBY: Referring to the
woman who is receiving checks
from her elderly Aunt Millie, I
would suggest that she contact
Millie’s children or someone who is
involved in her day-to-day life be-
fore cashing them. Aunt Millie may
not remember that she has already
sent a check, or she may be arbi-
trarily sending checks to numerous
people and charities.

Someone closer may be able to
tell the writer to relax, enjoy the
money and just thank Aunt Millie,
or appreciate being alerted to moni-
tor her checkbook and keep an eye
out for other problems that may need
to be addressed.

Gift-giving is often a way of stay-
ing in touch or seeking more contact.
The niece and her children might
write, call or visit Aunt Millie more
often and give her the gift of their
time.

— SYBLE SOLOMON,
GERONTOLOGY DEPART-

MENT, UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH CAROLINA AT

GREENSBORO
DEAR SYBLE: Thank you for

pointing out that what I consid-
ered to be generosity might in-
stead be a sign of dementia in Aunt
Millie. If you are correct, contact-
ing someone close to her could
avert a big mess.

DEAR ABBY: I am a detective
specializing in crimes against chil-
dren in a central Florida sheriff’s
department. If the father acts this
way when he is being observed, I
can only imagine what goes on
when the mother isn’t present. The
fact that the mother referred to the
man as “my husband,” not as the
girl’s father, raises more red flags.

Had this been reported to me in
my jurisdiction, I believe I would
have probable cause for an arrest on
charges of lewd and lascivious mo-
lestation.

“Uneasy” should contact local
law enforcement and child welfare
agencies and report her husband. If
she doesn’t, she could be charged
with failure to protect her child.

— FLORIDA DETECTIVE
DEAR DETECTIVE: Several

other members of law enforce-
ment around the country offered
similar sentiments. However, pe-
diatricians are mandated to re-
port child abuse if there is evi-
dence — and that is why I recom-
mended the mother first talk to
her child’s physician.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in a match between the

United States and Australia at the 1979 World
Championship.

The American East at the first table opened
four diamonds, over which the Australian
South (Andrew Reiner) bid four hearts.

West won the opening diamond lead with the
ace and returned a diamond to South’s king.

The contract appeared easy to make, but
when declarer played the ace of trumps and East
showed out, Reiner realized he had a tough
assignment on his hands.

Undaunted, he cashed the K-Q of clubs, king
of spades, ace of clubs and ace of spades, then
exited with a spade to West’s jack, producing
this position:

North     S 10;  H  10 9 6
West   H  Q J 5
East   Immaterial;  D J
South  H  K 8 7 3
West did as well as he could by returning the

jack of diamonds.
But Reiner ruffed in his hand with the three,

returned the seven of trumps and thus lost only
one trump trick to bring in the contract.

At the second table, the U.S. South also got
to four hearts, and the play to the first three
tricks was identical.

But here, after playing the ace of hearts, de-
clarer cashed the king of clubs, overtook the
queen of clubs with the ace, ruffed a club in
dummy, led the ten of trumps and followed low.

West won with the jack and returned the nine
of spades.

Declarer covered with dummy’s ten, won
East’s queen with the king, led the eight of
spades and finessed, thus also making the con-
tract.

So the deal proved to be a washout and also
proved that there’s more than one way to skin
a cat.

Tomorrow: Super-duper defense.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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