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Solution found regarding pool rules
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: After reading the
letter from “Desperate in Kansas,”
about uninvited guests showing up
to use their new swimming pool, I
had to write.

Here’s how my wife and I solved
the problem when neighborhood
children started showing up at all
hours.

First, we decided that rules would
have to be set — and enforced.

We began by having a sturdy
fence and locked wrought-iron
gates installed around the pool area.
Then we increased the homeown-
er’s liability limits on our insurance.

We asked our attorney to draw up
a “liability waiver” to be signed by
the parents of the children in our
neighborhood and returned to us
personally by the parent or guardian.
If there was no signed waiver, the
child was not permitted to swim.

We allocated two evenings a
week, between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
when the neighbors’ children were
welcome to use our pool.

These were evenings when my
wife and I would be home to sit on
the patio and watch and referee the
children.

No swimming would be permit-
ted at any other time unless by spe-
cial invitation.

“Desperate” should try our me-
thod. Her neighbors will respect her
for it.

— EXPERIENCED IN YUMA,
ARIZ.

DEAR EXPERIENCED: Con-
sider yourself fortunate that your
neighbors abided by your rules.
Since I printed that letter, I have
heard some horror stories. Read
on for a sample:

DEAR ABBY: You suggested
that “Desperate in Kansas” put a
stop to the drop-ins by becoming
assertive, installing a flagpole or
signs to indicate when the pool was
open, increasing the amount of ho-
meowner insurance, and suggesting
the pool be fenced. I don’t think you
went far enough.

When I was in college, part of a
constitutional law course I took cov-
ered the subject of torts and liabil-
ity.

One particular case we studied
stands out in my memory. It in-
volved a family whose swimming
pool was surrounded by a 6-foot-
high locked fence.

While the family was away on
vacation, several youths scaled the
fence and went swimming.

Unfortunately, one drowned, and
the owners of the pool were con-
victed of negligent homicide!

The ruling stated that the owners
of the pool should have contacted
each neighbor and informed them of
their plans because a pool is consid-
ered an “attractive nuisance.” I
would urge “Desperate” to contact
an attorney who can advise her
about local law and liability.

At the very least, she should place
a “No Trespassing” sign on the
lawn, install a locked fence, and
send a card to the neighbors explain-
ing the rules.

The cost of these measures is mi-
nuscule compared to a potential li-
ability suit.

— CHRIS IN PELHAM, ALA.
DEAR CHRIS: Thank you for

the warning.
One of my readers sat on a jury

for a wrongful death suit with
similar circumstances and urged
me to inform “Desperate” as well
as other pool owners that unin-
vited children using a swimming
pool without permission or paren-
tal supervision should be reported
to the police for trespassing.

Better to have it on record than
to risk being held liable for an ac-
cident.

DEAR ABBY: I was recently at a
youth sporting event.

Later that evening, one of the
coaches and several of the parents
were sitting around the hotel pool
talking. Some joking sexual com-
ments were made.

The coach told one of the other
fathers that he had a picture of him-
self as a youth. He pulled it out of his
wallet, and it was passed around the
group.

 It was a picture of a 7- to 10-year-
old boy, completely naked, that had
been “altered” to exaggerate the size
of the boy’s you-know-what.

Not a single parent voiced any
objection to this picture.

The coach later handed the picture
to me (after one of the other parents

laughingly told him he should show
it to me).

When I expressed disgust (“I re-
ally don’t appreciate you showing
this picture ...”), the coach made me
out to be the bad guy.

Do you think this picture is appro-
priate for a coach of adolescent boys
to carry in his wallet and show to
others?

It struck me as child porn.
— AMAZED AND DIS-

GUSTED DAD IN MICHIGAN
DEAR AMAZED AND DIS-

GUSTED: The incident should be
reported to the league authorities.
For the coach to have shown the
picture was a juvenile display of
bad taste and poor judgment. For
that reason I am not sure he is re-
sponsible enough to be supervis-
ing young boys.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY: “How
many people on Earth serve peo-
ple? And how many people on
Earth serve the Earth? The differ-
ence in the numbers must be enor-
mous. It would reveal that the
Earth is definitely not the primary
concern of the human species.
This might be fatal both to the
Earth and to humanity. Please,
leaders of the Earth and the na-
tions, wake up to this potentially
fatal disparity.”

— ROBERT MULLER
  Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-

ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Positive and Negative Signals
 Signals are either positive or negative. Thus, if your

partner on defense leads the king of a suit and you have
the A-7-2, you can ask him to continue the suit by sig-
naling positively with the seven, or to discontinue the
suit by signaling negatively with the deuce.

Similarly, if you are void of a suit that is being led,
you can signal positively or negatively by the size of
your discard in some other suit. Such signals are es-
sential for the proper conduct of the defense.

In general, a positive signal, telling partner which
suit to lead, is more illuminating than a negative sig-
nal, which merely tells him which suit not to lead. At
the same time, however, a combination of negative
signals can add up to a positive signal, as illustrated in
this deal.

West leads the jack of hearts, dummy winning with
the king as East follows with the deuce. Declarer then
plays a low diamond to the king, followed by the ten
and another diamond, West winning with the ace on
the third round.

East has an opportunity to discard on the third dia-
mond, and his choice of plays is critical to the defense.
If he signals with the nine or ten of spades, it costs him
the contract even though West shifts to that suit. South’s
eight becomes a stopper on the fourth round, and he
makes three notrump.

But if East discards the club deuce on the third dia-
mond, West should shift to a spade. When he does,
South goes down two.

The spade shift by West is not difficult once East has
expressed disinterest in hearts and clubs by playing the
deuce of both suits, inferentially suggesting a spade
lead. All West has to do is to obey his partner’s sug-
gested line of defense.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
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