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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

APRIL PLAYS THE GUITAR S0

MY DAD HAS
BEEN A WONDERFUL
INFLUENCE ON
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SHE GAVE ME ONE OF HIS
HARMONICAS. IT5 ALREADY
IN MY SUITCASE —I'LL
TAKE 600D CA

OF IT.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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WHAT KINP OF
SOUP IS THIS?
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IT LOOKS LIKE
CLEAR BROTH

IT WASN'T
YOUR TURN
TOGET THE

Zits ® Jim Borgman

SOOI A BIRGVON B2t

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

POSSIBLY GETTING
RALPH'S JoB2

HOW CAN YOU NOT BE EXCITED ABOUT

BESIDES,
I CAN'T JUST START
SCHEMING HOW TO
GET RALPH OUT OF
" | HIS JOB. THAT WouLD
BE LIKE, UH...
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REALLY, HOW CAN
YOU STILL MAKE "STAR

WARS" REFERENCES
AFTER THOSE LAST
TWO FILMS2
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU OFTEN
MISPLACE YOUR PUNCTUATION MARKS, I
THINK THAT COULD BE BAD COMMA.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals X

Collecting could bementd 1l1ness

DEAR ABBY: “Living Like a
Hermit in California’ complained
about her husband's unusual col-
lectingbehavior.“Heowns24 cars,”
shewrote. “None of them run; they
justsitandrot. Hebuysoldairplanes
athoughhedoesn’ t know howtofly
and they, too, sit rusting away. He
also collects cardboard boxes and
anything in bulk.” You suggested
shecontact alawyer andget her hus-
band apsychiatric evaluation.

His hoarding sounds like obses-
sive-compulsive disorder to me. |
have depression and, during my
worsttimes, | havevoracioudly col-
lected metal washers. | found it
soothing to have something to con-
centrate on besides my problems.
The quality of my collectionwasa
substitutefor real accomplishment.

Thefactthat“Living's’ husband
is aso withdrawn leads me to sus-
pect that hehasdepression, OCD or
asimilar psychiatric problem. | got
help for mine, and | feel much bet-
ter. Her husband might never be
normal, but a good place to start
would be sympathy, patienceand a
caring doctor.

— OHIOHOARDER

DEAR OHIO: | advised “Liv-
ingLikeaHermit in California”
to consult alawyer because she
said her husband had moved
them out of ahouseintoatrailer
and had spent all their assetson
his“hobby.” | agreethat he may
bementallyill. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: The letter from
“LivingLikeaHermit” had afamil-
iar ring. My neighbor exhibited
similar behavior andwasdiagnosed
with manic depression. When she
wasup, shecollected; whenshewas
downshewithdrew fromtheworld.
Roger may be more than “eccen-
tric”; he may suffer from a mental
illness.

— BEEN THERE DEAR
BEEN THERE: That may be
true, but | am not qualified to
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diagnosehim.

DEARABBY:Tell thatwomanto
get off her duff, learnmoreabout her
husband’scollectionandthengeton
eBay!

There are people rebuilding old
carswhohavetoorder custom parts
when none are available. And in
California, the movie businessis
alwayslooking for props.

One studio rented my former fa
ther-in-law’s car while shooting a
movieabout theK ennedy assassina-
tionin Dallas. They asked for per-
mission to paint the car black. He
said, “ Sure, aslong as you paint it
white again before you return it.”
Andthey did!

— NANCY INHOUSTON

DEAR NANCY: | love your
ideaabout turningher husband’s
“compulsion” into an income
stream. They could usethemoney.

DEARABBY: “Living's’ hus-
band appearsto have OCD. One of
the manifestations of OCD can be
saving thingsfor the sake of saving
them. And the tendency to avoid
talking may possibly beasymptom
of an autism spectrum disorder.
These two disorders can coexist. |
shouldknow, asthey runinour fam-
ily.

There are therapies and medica-
tionsthat can help him. Pleaseurge
“Living” to educate herself about
these disorders and try to get her
husband evaluated. -

—NANETTE

DEARNANETTE: Thank you
for suggesting it. An excellent
placetostart wouldbeNAMI,the
National Alliancefor theM entally

e Dear Abby

[1l,agrassroots, self-help or gani-
zation that focuses on education,
advocacy, research and support
for peoplewith mental illnessand
their families. I1ts Web siteis:
WWWwW.nami.org.

DEARABBY: I’'m 14 and my
nameis"Pearl.” | justfound out that
I might havechlamydia. | reallylike
this guy and | need to know if |
shouldtell him. What should | do?I
am alittle scared. Please answer
soon.

— NEEDSTOKNOW

DEAR NEEDSTO KNOW:
You should beexamined by adoc-
tor right away. If you do indeed
have chlamydia, your partner
must benotified so hecan also be
treated.

Ask your mother toschedulean
appointment for you. If you can-
not talk toher about this, then call
thecounty health department and
ask for thelocation of thenear est
clinic where you can be treated
confidentially. DO NOT PUT IT
OFF. If you have chlamydia and
aren’t treated, it could causefer-
tility problemsfor you in the fu-
ture.

Sinceyou aresexually active, it
isimportant that youlearntopro-
tect your self against an unwanted
pregnancy and sexually transmit-
ted diseases so that you are not
reinfected or infect others.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
Dear Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440,
LosAngeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

Opening lead — queen of spades.

Triumph of Mind Over

M atter

Oneimportant trait of agood declarer
istheability toadapt to new devel opments

asthey occur.

Consider this deal where North-South
reached an excellent slam in diamonds.
Declarer wonthespadeleadwiththeking
and got arudejolt whenWest discarded a
spadeontheaceof diamondsat trick two.
Withatrumploser now certain, Southhad

to avoid aheart |oser.

This could be achieved if the clubs be-
haved, permittingdummy’sheart |oser to
be discarded on South’sfourth club.

Accordingly, declarer cashed the dia-
mond king, club ace and spade ace, dis-

carding aheart.

Then, before reverting to clubs, he
ruffed dummy’s last spade, afarsighted
play designed to give himself an addi-
tional chanceif the jack of clubsdid not

fall.

When South next played the K-Q of
clubs, East declined to ruff, discarding a

heart instead.

South then trumped the club tenin
dummy, East again refusing to ruff and

discarding another heart.

However, thismerely postponedthein-
evitable. Declarer now led a diamond,
forcing Easttowinwiththequeenandei-
theryieldaruff-and-discard or lead aheart
fromhisking. Either way, theslamwasin

the bag.

Observethat if declarer had not ruffed
dummy’slow spadebeforeplayingtheK -
Q of clubs, East could have ruffed the
gueen, exited with aspadeand waited for
hisking of heartsto takethe setting trick.

Tomorrow: True-or-false quiz.
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Pass “PJ shouldn’t complain about taking a
Pass short nap. Cicada moths sleep for
17 years.”
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5 Caich healthy 2 Calming hindrance
red- 40 Early hrs. practice 25 Mr.
handed 41 Women’s 3 Sailors Wallach
9 Cong. mag 4 News- 26 Consul-
member 43 His week tants
12 Burden work was employee 27 Mah-
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additive Friday 6 Will Smith piece
14 Swelled 47 Thorough- biopic 29 Shelter
head fare 7 Charged 30 Cacoph-
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Caligula 48 Aladdin’s 8 Minimum 35 Krueger’s
17 Author find 9 “Beverly street
Fleming 51 Apiece Hills Cop” 37 Charm
18 Sews 52 Border actor 39 “Death of
loosely on 10 “Zounds!” a Sales-
19 Annie’s 53 Ontario 11 Express man”
dog neighbor trans- salesman
21 “That 54 USNA portation? 40 Circle
hurts!” grad 16 Church segment
22 Dr. Hunter 55 Driver’s perch 41 Part of a
Adams license 20 Legisla- Batman
24 Dread datum tion costume
27 Aviv 56 “Little 22 An 42 It takes
lead-in Man —” Apostle the cake
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