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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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HUMIDITY MAKES THE WOOD SWELL....
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE NUDIST CAMP’S
MEMBERS CAME UP WITH A GOOD SLOGAN:
“PLEASE BARE WITH US.”

Cryptoquip Clue; R equals T

DEARABBY: | amamale, re-
tired from amajor West Coast law
enforcement agency.

| generally agree with your ad-
vice, but | have a mega-problem
with your answer to“NeedsanAn-
swer,” the lady whose hubby,
“Cliff,” isincarcerated. She asked
what to say when people she meets
ask where her husband is.

Youadvisedhertotell peoplethey
are having a “trial separation.”
Sorry, Abby, butalieisalieno mat-
ter how you packageit. You should
havetold thelady totell thetruth.

— BLOWNAWAY IN MAUI

DEAR BLOWN AWAY: The
factthat arelativeisinprisonisn’t
something that some families
wanttopublicize. Whilemanyare
open about thefact that afamily
member isincar cerated — and it
is probably healthier to be up-
front about it — not all are will-
ingtobe. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: “Needs to
Know's” children must be able to
talk about their father and be proud
of himwithout worrying about what
other peoplethink.

Their mother should set thetone
for this. What is important is their
relationship with their father, not
what the neighborsthink. Keeping
secretsand behavingasthoughtheir
dad is someone to be ashamed of
will only hurt her boysin the long
run. That woman needs to forget
what everyone else may think, and
say and do whatever is the most
healing for her children.

Afamily therapist may beableto
help the family navigate through
their discomfort and allow theboys
tofeel good about him—regardless
of thereason heisinjail.

—DEALTWITHITIN
DELAWARE

DEARDEALTWITHIT: Your
suggestion of afamily therapistis
agood one. Read on:

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

=, Family triesto put on braveface

Abigail
Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY:Myson,“Rod,” is
alsoinprison, and 1, too, often feel
uncomfortablerevealing hiswhere-
abouts. | usually say he’sanoptician
livinginSouthernCalifornia. (Heis,
havingreceived hiscertificatewhile
inprison.)

When | confidein aclose friend
or colleague where he actually is,
people are usually understanding
(and curious).

But I’ ve never experienced any
criticismor negativity. After amost
10 years, it still hurts to talk about
it. But knowing my son has made
progressin hisrehabilitation helps
to easethepain.

— JOAN IN LOSANGELES

DEAR JOAN: Your son was
wisetomakethemost of thetime
hehasspent in prison. Read on:

DEARABBY: My husband is
serving 15 yearsto life. Although
shame and guilt are normal reac-
tions, they can be harmful to the
family of an inmate. The isolation
that comes from living alie only
causes more harm in the long run.
Wetried it.

A better approachistobehonest,
reach out to people and admit how
painful itis. Oncewedid, wefound
that many other familiesinour area
also have aloved one behind bars.
Theridiculeand scornweexpected
never happened.

Instead we were supported and
encouraged.

—DIANEIN
AUBURNDALE, FLA.

DEARDIANE: | agreethat liv-

ingalieisunhealthy. Thank you
for sharingyour personal experi-
ence.

Thereareministries and pro-
gramswhosemissionistohelpthe
families of prisoners. Onewhich
has been mentioned in this col-
umn beforeisthe Osborne Asso-
ciation, which offersalist of re-
sources online at www.osbor -
neny.org. Alsoavailablefromthe
National I nstituteof Corrections
isaprintableversionofits” Direc-
tory of Programs Serving Fami-
liesof Adult Offenders,” at www.-
nicic.or g/pubs/2002/017081.pdf.

DEARABBY: My best friend,
“Wanda,” isintrouble. We're only
insixth grade, and | don’t want her
to ruin her life. | found out sheis
doing drugs. | know Wanda needs
help, but | don’tknow wheretostart.

Should | tell her | know? | think
thefirst step to helping her isto get
her to admit shehasaproblem. Am
| right?

— CONCERNED FRIEND IN
NEW JERSEY

DEAR CONCERNED: Admit-
tingonehasaproblemisthefir st
stepin helpingONESELF. If you
try to get her to admit she hasa
problem, thefirst thing she will
probably try todoisdeny it.

Your first step tohelping Wan-
da should beto tell your mother
what you have learned. It isim-
portantthat your friend’smother
know what her daughter isdoing,
soshecan havethegirl tested and
find professional help for her. Do
not put it off.
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clubs, but you should play East for themissing

lady.
Why?

Because West was dealt six unknown cards
that might include the queen, while East was
dealt eight unknown cardsthat might include

the queen.

The odds are therefore 8-6 that East hasthe
gueen, soyoushouldleadtheten of clubsfrom
dummy at this point and finesse.

Asit happens, thepercentageplay succeeds,

and you makethe grand slam.

It would not be fair to call thisjust alucky
guess. It would be much more accurateto call

it an educated guess.




