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Here's a message
to usher in Flag Day

Monday, June 14isFlag Day. Intoday’sFree Pressyouwill find
aU.S. flaginserted to hang inyour window at homeor at your busi-
ness place. The flag insert, atradition of the Colby Free Pressin
advance of Flag Day, isajoint effort of this newspaper and numer-
ous businesses and individualsin the community. Their names are
printed on the back of the flag. Please thank them for this patriotic
gift.

Wehavereceived atributefrom several readers, entitled, “Hello!
Remember Me?’ and havedecidedtoincludeit astoday’seditorial.
Themessageispowerful. Pleaseread on.—TomDreiling, publisher

Some call me Old Glory, others call me the Stars and Stripes. |
have also been referred to asthe Star Spangled Banner. But, what-
ever they call me, | am your flag — theflag of the United States of
America. There has been something that hasbeen bothering me, so
| thought that | might talk it over with you today.

| remember sometimeago, (I thinkitwasaMemorial Day, or was
it VeteransDay?) that peoplewerelined up onboth sidesof thestreet
for theparade. A high school band wasbehind me— naturally, | was
|eading the parade. When your Daddy saw me coming along wav-
ing in the breeze, heimmediately removed his hat and placed it so
that hisright hand was directly over hisheart.

And you— | remember you.

Standingthereasstraight asasoldier, youdidn’t haveany hat, but
you were giving metheright salute. Remember, they taught youin
school to place your hand over your heart — and little sister, not to
beoutdone, wassal utingthe sameasyou. Thereweresomesol diers
home on leave and they were standing at your attention giving the
military salute. Oh, | wasvery proud as| camedown our street that
day.

Now, | may sound asif | amalittle conceited. Well, | am!

| havearighttobe, becausel represent you, thepeopleof theUnited
Statesof America.

But, what has happened? |’ m still the sameold flag. Oh, | havea
couplemorestarsadded sinceyouwereaboy. A lot morestarsadded
sincethebeginning of thiscountry, and alot m oreblood shed since
that patriotic day solong ago.

Butnow, | don’tfeel asproudasl| usedto. When| camedownyour
street, some people just stand there with their hand in their pocket
and give measmall glance and then look away. | see children run-
ning around and shouting. They don’t seem to know who | am.

Isit asin to be patriotic anymore? Have some people forgotten
what | stand for? Have they forgotten all the battle fieldswherewe
havefought and died to keep thisnation free? Whenyou salute me,
you areactually saluting them.

Take agood look at the Memorial Rolls sometime. Look at the
name of thosewho never came back. Some of them werefriendsor
relatives of yours. That'swhom you are saluting. Not me.

WEell, itwon’t belong until I'l| be coming down you street again.
So, whenyou seeme, stand, stand straight, placeyour hand over your
heart andyou'’ [| seemewaving back —that’smy salutetoyou. And
then 1’1l know that you remember who | am.

—author unknown

Share your thoughts. . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
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PaOR, HOPELESS, DISENFRANCHISED,
ANGRY-AT-AMERICA, ... IT’s No

WONDER THESE PECPLE JoiN
TERRORIST GROUPS.
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DAD... You JUST
DESCRIBED ME]

Every year bringsafresh surprise.

Oneyear, thekitchen floor looked like ocean
waves. Thenthesewer backed up. Another year,
there was abroken pipe on the hot water heater.

Thisyear it was a broken pipein the ceiling
abovethekitchen.

Weloveour homein Creede, highintheColo-
rado mountains. It's where we raised our chil-
dren. It washomewhilewewere putting out our
first paper, The Mineral County Miner.

When we moved, we rented the house for a
while, then we turned the renters out and refur-
nished it with this and that. Now, we go back
every timewe have achance.

Of course, you don't just run up to the cabin
for theweekendwhen the cabinis480 milesand
nine hoursaway. You don’t leavethe heat onin
the winter when the temperature gets to be 40
below, and that’sbeforethewind chill isadded.

So each fall, around the end of October, we
closethehouse. Weempty thehot water tank, turn
off the water, unplug the dishwasher and wash-
ing machineand thelinethat runstheice maker.
The electricity and phone are turned off, the
shadesdrawn andthehousesitsempty and alone

until wereturnin the spring, around Memoria
Day. That’swhen wefind the surprises.

Lastyear, wehad hadthewater linereplaced.
Whenwearrived, wefoundthat thenew linehad
frozen. The sewer had also frozen, so we were
inapickleonbothends. Thecity got bothwork-
ing, and we were in business for another sum-
mer.

Several yearsago, we got aleak inthewater
linethat feedstheice maker intherefrigerator.
Whenwewalked intothekitchen, thelinoleum
wasinwavesfromwheretheflooring had swol-
len and buckled.

That was almost as much fun asthe new wa-
ter line.

This year, we hoped the new water line and
cutoff would work like it was supposed to, anc
it did. Steve put the big iron key into the eight-
foot holeto the water shutoff and turned.

We had water coming out of the faucets we
hadleft openinthefall. | started turning off fau-
cets, but there was still water running.

Then it started raining in the kitchen. Water
was coming out of the top of my cabinets and
through the ceiling around the light fixture.

Thiswas not good. | yelled at Steve, who
turned the water off and called the plumber.

Ron, the plumber and general fix-it man, was
onour doorstepinlessthan 30 minutesand spent
the next hour finding the broken pipe and mak-
ing emergency repairs.

Wemopped upthemess, just glad nothingwas
ruined.

But, now thewater isonand thehot water tank
isfull. Tomorrow, | can take a shower and to-
night | can wash thedishes.

Lifeisgood.

Cynthiaand husband Steve Haynesare own-
ersof Nor’ West Newspapers.

Flashlights and stumbling in the dark

Do you remember ascalawag named Joseph
Stalin?Heboasted that hewould bury America.
Notwithgunsbut would bring about our destruc-
tionfromwithinour ownsystem. Hedidn’t quite
get there. Hewas close. We almost bankrupted
ourselvesin the scrambleto amasstheworld's
bi ggest and most powerful assortment of “Weap-
onsof MassDestruction.” Cool headsand wise
restraintsonthepart of bothmajor political par-
tiesand our leadersworked together to hold the
lineon USSR’ saggressionwithout self destruct-
ing ourselves. Korea, the Bay of Pigs, and Viet-
nam came close, but we survived.

Saddam Hussein is dangerously closeto ac-
complishingwhat Stalinfailedtodo. Our present
administrationisclaimingvictory. But, it seems
to me Saddam, though totally defeated militar-
ily and politically, isalot closer to victory than
we are. Eight hundred or more U.S. casualties
andthousandsof dead Arabsandthemostwecan
say is. Saddamisin prison.

We have amonumental and formidable task
of attempting to establish law and order and re-
build politically, physically and emotionally a
devastated nation. Theterroristshaveincreased
innumbersand haveusshakinginour boots. The
most evident results of our endeavors are the
horrendous loss of lives, record deficit spend-
ing and massivetax cuts. Areyou ready tojoin
inavictory danceto celebrate our success?

We are mourning the death of former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. | didn’t agreewith hisfis-
cal palicies, but he was an effective communi-
cator and diplomat. He had some questionable
policiesthat nearly closed hispolitical careerin
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just one term as president. (the trickle down
theory and thelran ContraAffair). But hisabil-
ity to change course and his charismatic com-
munication skillsallowed himtoregainthecon-
fidenceof theAmerican peopleandworldlead-
ers.

| recently receivedanemail fromafriend, who
just happensto beaBush supporter and straight
lineRepublican. It had along list of quotesdat-
ingfrom 1998through 2003. Surprisingly, they
all just happened to be prominent Democratic
politiciansand bureaucrats. They al referredto
Saddam and his refusal to cooperate with the
UN. They all madereferencestotheir beliefsor
fearsthat Iragwasengagedindevel opingweap-
onsof massdestruction. They all opinioned, that
if infact he was actively amassing such weap-
ons, he must be stopped.

When you really analyze the texts of those
guotes, you find that the quoted people were
voicingtheir opinionsandfears. However, they
werewiseenoughtoknow they had noevidence
solid enough to warrant immediate invasion of
asovereign nation that was confined withinits
own borders. Thetruthis: the surveillance and

containment program seemsto have been quite
effective. To date, we have absol utely found nc
cachesof weaponsor biological agentsinquan-
titiescapableof launching evenlimited aggres-
sion on Irag'snext door neighbors.

We have not validated any direct connection
or cooperation between Saddam and bin Laden.
Thelragi army didn’t even have the equipment
or will power to makeit an interesting or chal-
lenging war.

Thefinancial costsandlossof lives, sincethe
famousdeclaration, “Mission Accomplished,”
has far exceeded theinitial cost of overthrow-
ing the Saddam regime. We have no credible
planto measureor eval uate how much progress
we are making. | would liken our situation to
stumbling through the tunnel with flashlights
tryingtofindtheend of that tunnel and sunlight.

Sofar we' vebeen about assuccessful inthin-
ning out the terrorists as my poor old dog has
been at thinning out the popul ation of cottontails
intheback yard. He needs help.

Weneed hel pfromtheworld community if we
expect to have any success in establishing de-
mocracy and eliminatingterrorismhereat home,
the Mid East or around the world.

I’mnot sureour “ shoot fromthelip” cowboy
from Texas has the charisma, communicating
skills or wisdom to regain the confidence anc
trust of the world leaders and common people.
Dowewant another four yearsof flashlightsand
stumbling inthe dark?

Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequent
contributor tothispage. rcwinc@cheerful .com.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

L 1 HAVE TO RESIGN FROM THE 3
AGENCY, LD SOMEAODY BE-

[| ' GI7ES JENET HAS TOANGHIER

FOR THE WM FASCO!

GON, FIRST OF ALL, NOBODY
CARES IFAN INTERN RESIGNG,
SECONDLY, NOBOPY RESIGNS ON
PRINCIPLE IN THIZ COUNTRY .
THE WIORD GHAME " HAS NO
MEANING ANYMORE !
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SO WHYS IT V| S0 WE
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