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Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

Garage Sales

Highway 24 and County Road
36, Rexfod.  Friday and Saturday
8:00 a.m.  - 6:00 p.m.  Antiques,
toys, baby items, household.

——6/7—6/11——-

Rexford city wide sale.  June 12
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be
served at the Rexford Community
Hall.   Maps at each location.

——6/7—6/11——-

Community wide garage sale
Saturday, June 12, starting 8:00
a.m. in Oakley, Kansas.  Maps at
One Stop, Kabredlo’s, Oakley’s
Surfine Foods and each location.
Lots and lots of quality items.
Phone 785-672-4862 for details.
Over 40 locations.

——6/7—6/11——-

Garage Sales

Party leaders struggle with dynamics of more open primaries
TOPEKA  (AP) — For nearly a

century, Kansas has had primary
elections every two years on the
first Tuesday in August so Repub-
licans and Democrats can pick
nominees for offices from county
register of deeds to governor.

Whatever the mood of the elec-
torate, the rules remained the same:
To vote in a party primary, voters
had to declare their allegiance to
that party.

But a recent federal appeals court
decision injected some volatility
into Kansas politics, giving the par-
ties the right to open their primaries
to non-party members, despite a
long-standing state law against the
practice.

The court ruling left leaders in
both major parties — but especially
Republicans — wrestling with how

a new group of voters might influ-
ence their elections.

State GOP Chairman Dennis
Jones announced Friday that his
party would open the primary to
unaffiliated voters. Democratic
Party leaders planned to make their
decision this week.

Traditionally, in states with
closed primaries, people who con-
sider themselves independent vot-
ers, without strong party ties and
perhaps only a passing interest in
politics, show up in small percent-
ages. That leaves a lion’s share of
the influence to the most commit-
ted partisans.

“They tend to be on the right in
the Republican Party and on the left
in the Democratic Party,” said Ken
Ciboski, a political science profes-
sor at Wichita State University.

He added that with a more open
primary, “More moderate types
may turn out.”

Jones said after consulting with
other prominent Republicans, he
decided to open the primary be-
cause of the party’s desire to be
more inclusive and to open up the
process.

“Strengthening the primary elec-
torate with the addition of 400,000
independents will lead to stronger
candidates, stronger officeholders
and a stronger Republican Party,”
Jones said.

In April, the 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Denver struck
down an Oklahoma law limiting
participation in that state’s prima-
ries to party members and unaffili-
ated voters.

The appeals court said a state can-
not restrict a party’s ability to define
who may participate in choosing its
candidates.

Secretary of State Ron Thorn-
burgh, Kansas’ chief elections offi-
cials, then asked both major parties
to decide by Thursday’s candidate
filing deadline.

The parties could continue with
closed primaries, allow unaffiliated
voters to participate or allow par-
ticipation by any non-party mem-
ber, even voters registered with an-
other party.

The Kansas GOP’s decision to

open the primary to unaffiliated
votes goes against the state’s tradi-
tion. Kansas began holding prima-
ries in 1908, and a law enacted that
year specified that a voter had to
declare an affiliation be eligible to
cast a ballot.

Current state law doesn’t make it
difficult for unaffiliated voters to
affiliate with a party — they can
state a preference at the polls — but
they must declare themselves.

Many members of both parties
like those rules.

“When you’re picking a stan-
dard-bearer, it ought to be by people
in the party,” said Larry Tenopir, a
Topeka attorney who serves on the
Democratic National Committee.

Ciboski argues that opening pri-
maries to non-party members wea-
kens the parties.

He views the two-party system as
vital to American democracy, uni-
fying large groups of voters around
common approaches to resolving
issues, and organizing political
competition around ideas, rather
than personalities.

He said the GOP’s change could
attract more people to its primaries,
but he said those voters are likely to
be less knowledgeable about the
party’s stands on various issues and
its candidates.

“People who identify with a party
are more likely to know what’s go-

ing on with that party and what the
party’s stances on issues are,” he
said. “The party pros want some-
body who’s going to uphold the
party’s good name.”

Joe Aistrup, the head of Kansas
State University’s political science
department, said he is not sure
opening a primary to unaffiliated
voters would boost turnout across
the board.

He said unaffiliated voters are
likely to participate only in the big-
gest races — for governor, for ex-
ample — or in intense, highly vis-
ible contests down the ballot.
Aistrup said any effects on turnout
are likely to be “episodic.”

“Independent voters are not usu-
ally drawn to low-intensity races,”
he said. “Something’s going to have
to excite them to get them to vote in
the primary.”

However, Aistrup acknowledged
that if unaffiliated voters do partici-
pate in GOP primaries, “More mod-
erate candidates could emerge from
the primaries.”

There’s another issue in opening
primaries to non-party members —
sabotage.

“What I would fear is that there
could be a concerted effort to infil-
trate the other party’s primary,”
Ciboski said.

“They would maybe want to se-
lect the weakest candidate in the

opposing party’s primary.”
State Sen. John Vratil, R-Lea-

wood, who called opening his
party’s primaries to unaffiliated
voters “an excellent idea,” dis-
missed the idea of such mischief.

“I just don’t view the voters as
being that sinister,” he said.

But the possibility of mischief
seemed real to Tenopir, who said, “I
think too many people want to play
games.”

“I don’t like it when people play
on the other side,” he said.

Goodland’s public library
to have new look in June

Norton Public Schools
approves teacher contract

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

GOODLAND — The front of the
Goodland Public Library will have
a new look later this month, thanks
to the Goodland Senior Housing
Corp, which is donating a life-sized
version of the statue “More than
Words.”

The statue reflects a tender mo-
ment between a woman and two
children as they read a book to-
gether. It is the creation of sculptor
Greg Todd, who was born and
raised in Goodland and created the
statue “They Came to Stay” in front
of the Sherman County Court
House across the street.

Ron Vignery, secretary of the
housing corporation board, said the
statue is being paid for with excess
money gained from the sale of prop-
erty the corporation bought to build
an assisted living complex. Because
the agency could not find a satisfac-
tory building contract, it’s board
decided to sell the property.

Vignery said since the corpora-

tion is a non-profit organization, the
excess money realized from the re-
sale had to go back into the commu-
nity. He said most of the money
went for equipment for the
Goodland Regional Medical Cen-
ter.

Last fall, Max Alderman, vice
president of the corporation’s
board, went to the library board
with the proposal for a statue in
front of the library.

Work began to remove an old
sign and prepare a place for the
statue May 24 said Janet Warren,
the library’s director. She said it was
a coincidence this work and the
renovation of the stucco paneling
on the outside of the library are go-
ing on at the same time.

Warren said most of the gray flag-
stone bricks from the old sign will
be used in the base for the statue, but
some were used to replace broken
ones in the exterior walls.

Rhoads Construction, 330 W.
17th St., is doing the work at the li-
brary.

NORTON — The Norton School
Board approved a contract with the
teacher’s union in a special meeting
on Thursday.

Superintendent Greg Mann said
a tentative agreement between the
board and the Norton Teacher’s
Association was reached by nego-
tiators on May 19 and was approved
by the teachers on May 21.

With the board approval, the new
contract takes effect July 1.

Mann said the new contract has
six major parts. It gives 1.75 percent
increase in salary and supplemen-
tal pay and an additional $10 per
employee per month in health insur-
ance benefits.

Also, he said additional family
members were added to the defini-
tion of “immediate family” for sick
leave. Beginning in 2005-’06,
teachers will be restricted to one
horizontal pay increase per year.

Teachers get pay increases verti-
cally when raises are given and for
longevity with the district.

 Horizontal increases come when
teachers get more education so that
a person with a masters degree with
receive more than someone with
just a bachelor degree.

At the moment, he said, there is
no restriction on the number of

moves a teacher may make in one
contract year as the result of their
accumulating educational hours.

The fifth point was that a commit-
tee will be formed next year to study
the district’s practice of awarding
horizontal salary movement for in
service activities.

Finally, he said, to save money
and paper, the master contract will
no longer be published so that all
employees have a copy, but will be
distributed in the same way the
board’s policy handbooks are. It
will also be available on the dis-
trict’s website.

In other business, the board:
• Directed Mr. Mann to republish

the budget. A public hearing has
been set for 7:30 p.m. on Monday,
June 14, in the Alice Tweed Center.

 Mann said the district was re-
cently told by the Kansas State De-
partment of Education that it was
eligible for an additional $8,498 in
general fund budget authority be-
cause special education money
from the state and some special edu-
cation expenses were both higher
than anticipated.

To get the additional money, he
said the district has to republish the
budget.  This will not affect taxes,
he said.

Adkins not seeking senate
seat ending 12-year career

TOPEKA (AP) — David Ad-
kins, the only member of the Kan-
sas Senate to publicly support gay
marriage, is not seeking re-elec-
tion.

Adkins’ decision will end a 12-
year career during which the
Leawood Republican grew influ-
ential in budget and juvenile justice
policy and ran unsuccessfully for
attorney general.

However, this year, Adkins re-
ceived more attention for opposing
a proposed amendment to the Kan-
sas Constitution to ban gay mar-
riage and deny benefits associated
with marriage to other relation-
ships, such as same-sex civil
unions.

Adkins’ decision not to run again
means at least nine of the Senate’s
40 seats will be open in this year’s
elections.

President Dave Kerr, R-Hut-
chinson, and Majority Leader Lana
Oleen, R-Manhattan, also are not
seeking re-election.

In a statement released Wednes-

day, Adkins cited personal reasons
for not seeking re-election. He and
his wife, Lisa, are the parents of a
young daughter, Nell.

“While I am proud of my work in
the Legislature, the time is right for
me to move on to other endeavors,”
Adkins said.

 “I am honored to serve as a sena-
tor, but the title I value more than
any other is ’Daddy.”’

Adkins supports abortion rights,
argues that the state needed to in-
crease taxes to help public schools
and opposes legislation to allow
Kansans to carry concealed hand-
guns — all positions leaving him at
odds with other Republicans.

He argued that the proposal on
gay marriage, which most GOP
senators favored, would write dis-
crimination into the state constitu-
tion.  Asked during one debate
whether he supported gay marriage,
he said yes.

The Senate adopted a version of
the proposed ban, but it failed in the
House. (Published in the Colby Free Press on June 7, 2004.)


