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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Gazing Into the Future
Bridge is at times a volatile game. One minute

you’re flying high, confident of success, and a mo-
ment later you find yourself crashing to earth in
flames.

That’s what happened to declarer in this deal,
though in fact he had no one but himself to blame
for getting shot down.

He won the spade lead with dummy’s queen and
saw that if the trumps were divided 2-2, his only loser
would be a diamond. South also saw that in the more
likely event that the trumps were divided 3-1, he
might still score 11 tricks.

Accordingly, he cashed the A-K of trumps and,
upon finding the suit divided 3-1, next led his single-
ton diamond. East won with the queen, cashed the
club queen and exited with a diamond, ruffed by
South with his last trump.

Declarer now had to hope the spades were divided
3-3 to bring home 11 tricks. But when he cashed the
A-K of spades, the suit proved to be divided 4-2, and
he later lost a diamond trick to go down one.

It’s not hard to see where South went wrong. He
neglected to prepare properly for a 3-1 trump divi-
sion. The best line of play is to cash the club king at
trick two and then lead a diamond toward dummy.
Let’s say East takes the diamond and returns a trump.

Declarer wins with dummy’s ace, disclosing the
3-1 break in the process.

He then ruffs a diamond, leads a spade to the ace
and ruffs dummy’s last diamond with his last trump.
His only remaining loser is a trump trick, and the
contract is home.

Tomorrow: The sweet smell of success.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.

The Sweet Smell of Success
Opening lead — ace of spades.
Lee Hazen and Sam Fry were playing in the

Vanderbilt team championship many years ago
when this hand arose. Fry, South, opened one heart,
and West jumped to four spades.

West’s overcall posed quite a problem for Hazen.
He certainly had reason to believe there might be a
small slam, and he also could not dismiss the possi-
bility of a grand slam.

At the same time, though, Hazen couldn’t even
be certain that there was more than a game in the
combined hands. It all depended on the nature of
Fry’s opening bid.

Hazen finally chose the bid that was most likely
to cover all contingencies: four notrump. Fry read
this as Blackwood — even though there had been
no firm agreement on which suit was trump — and
he bid five diamonds, showing one ace.

Hazen now had a new problem. He realized that
the opponents had an ace, probably in spades, but
he had no way of knowing whether they could also
cash a second spade trick.

He decided — all factors considered — that there
was a good chance Fry had either the king of spades
or a singleton spade. He therefore bid six diamonds,
despite the risk attached to that bid.

Fry did not let him down. First of all, he had the
good sense to pass, though he could hardly have felt
comfortable winding up as declarer with only the
10-2 of trumps. But even more importantly, Fry had
the decency to have the king of spades, and he eas-
ily made the slam.

Had Hazen played the slam from his seat, the
contract would quickly have gone down with a spade
lead.


