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Filling up costs more in Kansas; state taxes part of reason

WICHITA (AP) — Motorists
everywherearefeelingthepinch of
gasolinepriceshoveringaround $2-
a-gallon, but Kansasdriversmay be
suffering more than their counter-
partsin surrounding states.

Statetaxesmakegasolineconsis-
tently more expensive in Kansas
than in most nearby states, except
for Nebraska.

This weekend, for example, the
averagepriceof agallonof regular
unleaded gasin Kansas was $1.99
compared with$1.91in Oklahoma
and $1.93inMissouri, accordingto
AAA’s fuel gauge report, which

was updated early Saturday.

Kansastaxesgasoline 24 centsa
gallonand 26 centsondiesel. Colo-
radolevies22 centsongasolineand
20.5 cents on diesel, Missouri 17
cents on both, and Oklahoma 16
centsongasand 13ondiesel. Only
Nebraska sgasolinetaxishigher, at
24.5 centson gasand diesel. Some
statesal so chargeaspecial environ-
mental feethat varies. Kansas cur-
rently chargesapenny agallon for
gasolineand diesel to clean up pol-
lutionfromservicestations, raising
Kansas' tax to 25 centsfor gasoline
and 27 centsfor diesel.

TheAnnual Yard LineNatural
GasLeak Survey isunderway in
many western Kansas cities.

Midwest Energy crewswill be
surveying al thelinesin thecit-
iesservedwithnatural gasfor the
next few weeks. Several rural
lines will also be checked. The
survey began the first of the
month of May.

“TheDepartment of Transpor-
tation requires that al lines be
surveyed for leaks every three
years,” said Bob Helm, manager
of Corporate Communications.

Midwest Energy haschosento
survey yard lines every year
throughout their system.

“Thecompany hasanexcellent
safety record with their natural
gasand electric service, and this
isjust one moreway to continue
that performance,” he said.

Energy company
performing leak checks

Leaksare classified in several
different categories. Those that
need immediate attention, if
found, arerepaired immediately.
Other leaksarerepaired asneces-
sary.

“Theareaswechecked|ast year
areinreally good shape. Wehave
found very few leaks, and those
were very small. It’s good to
know the system is working the
way it'ssupposed to,” he said.

Helms, alongwith otherswork-
ing on thelines, do ask that resi-
dentsleavetheir gates unlocked,
andrestraintheir animals, sothey
can check the yard line up to the
house.

Midwest Energy, Inc. serves
nearly 90,000 natural gas, and
electric customers throughout
central and western Kansas, and
isheadquartered in Hays.

Sprint changing price
for ‘walkie talkie’ service

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) —
Looking to improveits positionin
the tight “push to talk” market,
Sprint Corp. Monday saiditislow-
ering the price of its PCS Ready
Link service.

The Overland Park, Kan.-based
company, which said it has signed
up 275,000 customers for the na-
tionwide walkie-talkie product
sinceunveilingitinNovember, said
customers wanting to add Ready
Link to their existing service will
now pay $10 per month, downfrom
$15 per month.

In addition, the company said it
isreleasing aReady L ink-equipped
phone next week costing less than
half of the comparable product of -
fered by competitor Verizon Wire-
less.

The Sanyo RL-4920, which in-
cludes a color screen equipped for
Sprint’sPCSVisiononlineservice,
would cost $69.99 after rebates.
Verizon'scomparableV60p, made
by Motorola, retailsfor $199.99.

Company officialssaid theprice
cuts will help penetrate the con-
sumer market, which haslessexpe-
rience with the service than indus-
trieslikeconstruction, landscaping
and personal service.

“We'repleasedwiththeresult so
far,” said Jim Hallock, vice presi-
dent of consumer marketing. “ The
timingisright for seeding the mar-
ket and building the right base of
customers, and we see this as add-
ing fuel to thefire.”

Verizon, whichrolled outitsown
servicelast summer, declinedtosay
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how many customersit has, but ana-
lysts said the numbers are compa-
rableto Sprint’s.

Both companies, however, still
lag far behind industry leader
Nextel Communications, which
providesitsDirect Connect service
toall 12.9 million of itscustomers.
TheNextel phones, whicharemar-
ketedlargely tobusinesscustomers,
arealsoconsideredtechnologically
superior, providing less delay be-
tween transmissions.

“It still don’t think (Sprintis) on
par with what Nextel has because
they’ ve been doing it longer,” said
James Breen, a Boston-based ana-
lyst with Thomas Weisel Partners.
“With Sprint and Verizon, when
youlook at their customer base, it’s
much more consumer. It’s being
marketed to asmaller group.”

Still, independent tel ecommuni-
cationsanalyst Jeff Kagan said the
changes should keep Sprint com-
petitive until the technology
changestoallow’ pushtotalk’ cus-
tomers of different phone compa-
nies to communicate. Once that
happens, which Kagan said could
be within the next few years, de-
pending on consumer demand,
Sprintcouldbringtobear itswealth
of video and graphic capabilities.

“Right now, they’re competing
with one arm and one leg tied be-
hind their back,” said Kagan, who
is based in Atlanta. “When
interoperability comes, | expectthe
numbersto skyrocket.”

Sprint hasabout 21 million U.S.
wireless customers.
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Thetaxesaredepositedinahigh-
way fund used to repair old roads
and build new ones.

Residentsof OklahomaandMis-
souri gettovoteonwhether toraise
fuel taxes.

That'sabad idea, said Sen. Les
Donovan, chairman of the Senate
transportation committee. He said
people will usually reject atax in-
crease, and that would leave Kan-
sas' roadsin poor shape.

“Alot of thestatesaround uswish
they could dosomethingtoimprove
their roads and highways,” Dono-
vansaid. “Kansasistheenvy of the

statesaround us.”

But Kansas has used the fuel tax
money for other needsintight bud-
get years.

“They havetaken loansfromthe
statehighway fund, whichincludes
thegastax,” said KristaRoberts, a
spokeswoman for the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation. This
year though, theL egislaturedid not
spend highway money elsewhere
andtook stepsto protect money in-
tended for roads, she said.

Nationally, on average, 24 per-
cent of the cost of agallon of gasis
taxes, 44 percentiscrudeoil and 32

percent is refining and marketing,
said Ed Cross, the executive vice
president for the Kansas Indepen-
dent Oil and GasAssociation.
Takethe 25 cent Kansastax and
addthe 18.4 centsper gallonfederal
tax (24.4 centsondiesel), and con-
sumersare paying 43.4 centsagal-
lon for taxes.
Someconsumersassumethat gas
station owners are making huge
profitswhen pricesgo up, said Jim
Selenkeof Parker Oil. But Selenke,
whosecompany operatestheMini-
Stop convenience store in Hays-
ville, said early last week that his

cost was $1.95 agallon and that he
wasselling for $1.99 agallon.

“So I'm only making 4 cents &
gallon,” he said. “I didn’t even
make enough to refill the tanks at
the current price.” He also said he
has to pay a 3 percent fee on each
sale paid with a credit card. That
eatsinto profits, he said.

The industry constantly fights
“thedifferencebetween K ansasanc
Missouri and Oklahoma, especially
on the borders,” said Tom Palace,
executivedirector of thePetroleum
Markets and Convenience Store
Association.

Ticks a concern as weather gets warmer

Editor’snote: The ThomasCoun-
tyHealth Department hasprovided
thefollowingarticleasapublicser-
vice.

For questions about what ser-
vices are provided or other infor-
mation, call 462-4596 or stopbythe
officeat 350 S. Range Ave., Colby.

Each summer, new casesof tick-
borne illnesses like Rocky Moun-
tainspottedfever, Lymediseaseand
ehrlichiosis surge in the United
States.

Hot zonesfor troubleincludethe
Northeastern and Southeastern
states, aswell as parts of the Mid-
west, Texasand California. Almost
anywhereticks

lurk, however, you could find
yourself introuble.

Luckily, afew simple tips from

viding the

Healthy Haps

the U.S. Centersfor Disease Con-
trol and Prevention can help you
and your family avoid tick trouble
thissummer andstill enjoy thegreat
outdoors.

If youliveinawooded area, re-
moveleavesandclear brushandtall
grassfromaroundthehouseandthe
edges of the garden where imma-
tureticksoftenreside. Whenyou're
hiking or campinginwooded aress,
wear light-colored clothing so that
you can spot any ticksthat jump on
board. Wear long pantsand tuck the
legsinto socksor boots.

Some experts recommend put-
ting tape around the area where
pantsand socksmeet for added pro-
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tection. Consider spraying insect
repellent containing DEET on
clothes. Stick to the middle of hik-
ing trailsto avoid brushing against
leavesor grasseswhereticksliein
wait.

Onceyou get home, inspectyour-
self carefully. Useamirror tocheck
difficult to observe parts of your
body.

If you find atick, don’t panic.
Removing it quickly can help pre-
vent the transmission of disease.

Forget the advice about using a
lighted match or cigarette to force
thetick to back out.

CoveringitwithVaselinedoesn’t
work, either, says physician Mi-
chael Felz,M.D., atick expertatthe
Medical Collegeof GeorgiainAu-
gusta. Mostlikely you'll kill thetick

in place, making matters worse.
Instead, grasp the tick with fine
tweezers as close to your skin as
possible and pull straight out.

Thencleantheareawithdisinfec-
tant.

Although it is best to have any
tick biteexamined by adoctor, this
isespecially trueif arashmorethan
aninchwideappearsat thesiteof
bite.

Itcouldbeasignof Lymedisease.
If you develop flu-like symptoms
any timewithinamonth after being
bitten, it's also important to see &
physician.

Thesymptomscouldbeasign of
ehrlichiosis, another serious tick-
borne disease. (Taken from http://
content.heal th.msn.com/content/
article/12/1685.)
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