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Mom wants to make wrong right
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My daughter,
“Skylar,” just started middle school,
and she has fallen in with the wrong
crowd. She walks around the house
with a chip on her shoulder, wearing
what looks to us like boys’ clothes.
She curses and lies, and she and her
new friends have vandalized the
girls’ restroom four times. Her lat-
est trick is to forge my signature on
school papers.

I have discussed these problems
with the school. They suggested
counseling and therapy. What I want
is advice on how to discipline Skylar
for all the wrongs she has done.

How do I guide my daughter
down the right path?

— UNABLE TO DISCIPLINE

DEAR UNABLE: Guiding a
child down the “right path” in-
volves more than discipline; it in-
volves open communication and
the assurance that he or she is
loved. If Skylar were my daugh-
ter, the first thing I’d do is have her
tested for drugs. If she tested posi-
tive, I would start her in a rehab
program and possibly place her in
another school.  If she tested
“clean,” I’d do exactly as the
school suggested and get counsel-
ing and therapy for her. In fact,
counseling for your entire family
would be a good idea, because it
appears that Skylar is not the only
one who could use some help. Your
parenting skills may need to be
upgraded.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I are concerned that his father may
be in the early stages of Alzheimer’s
disease. He’s doing childish things
like biting my daughter (only with
his upper dentures, not his lower
ones), hitting her, and getting mad
when she “tattles” on him.

He can no longer remember sim-
ple things and even forgot to take my
daughter to school one day. My
mother-in-law keeps putting off
talking to him, and says she’ll do it

“after the holidays,” “after his birth-
day,” then “after Father’s Day” —
you get the picture.

We are worried that he will be-
come worse and there will never be
“a better time” to tell him. I want to
talk to my father-in-law myself, but
my husband thinks his mother
should do it.

I don’t want my 4-year-old to
think it’s OK to bite and hit, or that
this is appropriate behavior for her
to copy in preschool.

— TROUBLED
DEAR TROUBLED: There are

other dementias in addition to
Alzheimer’s. Your father-in-law
should be scheduled immediately
for a complete physical and neu-
rological evaluation. Tell the doc-
tor what you have told me. His
behavior with your little girl is
inappropriate, and if he is so im-
paired that he forgot to take her
to school, he should not be behind
the wheel of a car.

Please do not allow this to con-
tinue. Your first obligation must
be the physical and emotional
well-being of your daughter.

DEAR ABBY: I have a huge
problem. This boy I like, “Terry,”
told me over the phone and the
Internet that he thought I was “hot”
and he loved me, but his best friend’s
brother, “Rick,” told me different.
Rick said that Terry hates me, thinks
I’m ugly, and I should never call or
e-mail him again.

Who should I believe?
— HEARTSICK

DEAR HEARTSICK: Tell Ter-
ry what Rick said. It’s possible
that Rick also likes you and wants
you for himself, so don’t be so

quick to believe what he said.
Hold those calls and e-mails for

a while. If Terry calls and e-mails
you, the chances are he likes you.
However, until you are absolutely
certain about his feelings, be cau-
tious about the way you respond
to his e-mails and about what you
say on the phone. It could prevent
embarrassment later.

DEAR ABBY: Ever since my last
report card, my relationship with my
mother has deteriorated. I got all A’s
and B’s and have a 3.78 GPA. How-
ever, this isn’t good enough for
Mom.

My mother went to Harvard and
doesn’t understand why I can’t get
a 4.0. She has started telling me what
a failure I am, that I am worthless
and have ruined her life. I know
she’s probably saying these things
without thinking, but it still hurts.
She doesn’t apologize after her tem-
per dies down — she just acts like
everything is OK.

I don’t think I deserve to be treated
this way. When I try to talk to her
about it, she turns it around and says
I deserve this treatment because I am
a failure. I’m really hurting and
don’t know what to do.

— SAD DAUGHTER
DEAR SAD DAUGHTER: I

disagree with your mother. Al-
though she may think she is moti-
vating you to do better, telling a
child that she is worthless, a fail-
ure, and that she has “ruined her
life” is verbal abuse. Please talk to
an adult relative or counselor at
school about interceding on your
behalf with your mother, because
her standards are unrealistic, and
her method is destructive.

Bridge

Famous Hand
There are times when a partnership misun-

derstanding, which would normally spell disas-
ter, instead produces a spectacularly good re-
sult.

For example, take this deal from the match
between Canada and Panama in the 1980 World
Team Championship. The Canadian North-
South pair reached four spades as shown, mak-
ing five after West led the ace and another heart.

But when a Panamanian pair held the North-
South hands, the bidding went:

South      West     North     East
1 [S]        Pass   2 [D]      Pass
2 [H]       Pass   4 [C]      Pass
4 [H]       Pass   4 [S]       Pass
5 [C]       Pass       5 [D]      Pass
5 [H]       Pass   6 [S]
North’s four-club bid was a “splinter,” indi-

cating a singleton club. Supposedly, it accepted
South’s last bid suit, hearts, as trumps. Accord-
ingly, South, with a minimum opening bid and
no interest in a slam, signed off with four hearts.

North, who had no desire whatever to play
with hearts as trumps, then corrected four hearts
to four spades. But South, acting under the de-
lusion that hearts had been agreed upon as the
trump suit, read the four-spade bid as an ace-
showing cuebid.

He therefore cuebid five clubs to show the ace
of clubs. North then cuebid diamonds, but
South had run out of cuebids and signed off with
five hearts. This did not discourage North in the
least, and, having heard his partner bid hearts
three times, he jumped to six spades.

All these machinations had a deleterious ef-
fect upon West, who was left with a difficult
choice of leads. Unfortunately, he decided to
lead a club, hoping to find his partner with the
queen. South gratefully took East’s ten with the
queen, drew trumps and discarded one of
dummy’s hearts on the club ace to bring in the
slam.

Tomorrow: Gazing into the future.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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