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Three big cheers
for common sense

Chalk one up for freedom.

A small victory, perhaps, but important.

Justice Antonin Scaliahas apol ogized to an Associated Pressre-
porter whose voice recorder was seized and erased by aU.S. mar-
shal on Mr. Scalia'sprotection detail during apublic appearance.

Thejusticesayshe'ssorry, andit won't happen again. Hesaid he
will permit print reporters to record his remarks in the future, un-
derstanding that many of them depend ontheir recordingsfor accu-
racy.

Wow. Decency and common sense prevail.

The spectacle of amarshal grabbing reporters’ recordersin front
of God and the entire audience, even asthe justice spoke to ahigh
school crowd in Mississippi, isunreal.

ThisisAmerica, after all. Land of thefree. Home of free speech.
A placewhereeveryoneispresumedinnocent until provenguilty. A
country, in fact, where federal law forbids agents from seizing re-
porters’ notes, film and gear on awhim.

What happened, apparently, wasthat thejusticehad it announced
at an earlier speech that it was his policy not to all ow recordings of
histalks. He also banstel evision cameras and video recorders.

None of that is unusual. Any speaker has the right to set condi-
tions before he openshismouth. People don’t haveto stay. Report-
ersdon’t have to cover the speech.

But at thehigh school, no onementionedtherule. Thetwo report-
ersrecording the speech had no ideathey might offend thejustice.
They were, infact, sitting right in front of him, in plain view of the
speaker and the entire audience.

That's when the deputy marshal moved in and started grabbing
their gear. A newspaper reporter gaveup her tapeandgot it back only
after erasingit. TheAPreporter refused to give her digital recorder
up, so the marshal grabbed it, demanding “the tape.”

The deputy apparently didn’t understand that digital recorders
don’t havetape, but thewireservicereporter eventually showed her
how to erase the memory.

Thejustice, ironically, wastalking about theU.S. Constitutionand
therightswe enjoy under it.

Oneof thoseis supposed to be due process under law. Police and
federal agentsarenot supposedtotakethelaw intotheir ownhands.

Usually, ahigh official caught inthiskind of trap just bullshisor
her way through. 1t’s unheard of for someone to apologize for this
kind of mistake.

Maybe the justice realized that bad publicity might harm his
chances of being promoted to chief justice. Maybe herealized that
he had made amistake.

Maybehejust thought an apol ogy — and achange of heart — was
theright thing to do.

That would be sort of novel inWashington, but it could happen.

Whatever the case, Mr. Scaliadid the right thing and we all are
better off for it.

It showsthat if you believeinjustice and the Constitution, things
might just work out.

Hooray for common sense!

By Steve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

Comments from our readers are encouraged. Mail them to the
Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701. Or e-mail
td@nwkansas.com. You may also fax your commentsto (785) 462-
77490r dropthem off at theoffice. Pleaseremember that all submis-
sions need asignatureof thewriter, adaytimetel ephonenumber and
an address. Phone number and addressare used for verification pur-
poses only and are not included with your comment unless you re-
quest otherwise. Thanksfor participating.
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Why don’t we pray for enemies?

“ But, | say untoyou, Loveyour enemies, bless
themthat curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecuteyou.” —Matthew 6:44.

Inchurch, wepray for thosewelove, thosewho
aresick, our leaders, our familiesand oursel ves.

Why don’t we ever pray for people who hate
us, or peoplewedislike?

There's nothing wrong with praying for your
auntwho hascancer or for our parentsand grand-
parentswho havedied.

It's not a bad thing to pray for the president,
governor and mayor. They need all thehelpthey
canget. Thesamegoesfor ministers, priestsand
other clergy.

Petitions for health and prosperity for our-
selves may be alittle self-seeking, but we were
told to ask.

Andthere’scertainly nothingwrongwith ask-
ing for help when we have a big test, when our
marriageisintrouble, when we have aproblem
we don’t know how to solve or when we' resick
or lonely or desperate.

Theseareall good things.

But why don’t we pray for Osamabin Laden?
Now there’ saguy who needsmorehel pthanyou,

It’s called

To the Colby Free Press:

| appreciate your putting in the entire text of
thearticlel mailedtoyoulast week about Catho-
lics voting responsibilities. | did not expect to
seeitinitsentirety. Hereissomething elsethat
| think is good. — Joan Albers, Colby, letter
#30

Thispast Monday at the J.F. Kennedy School
of Government, two of America’smost visible
and knowledgeable Catholic leaders, Fr. Brain
Hehir and theHon. Ray Flynnengagedinadis-
cussionwith Catholic studentsand facul ty about
key issuesand challengesfacing society andthe
Church today. The event was hosted by the
Harvard Catholic StudentsA ssociation.

Flynn, president of Your CatholicVoice, isthe
former U.S. ambassador to the Vatican and
mayor of Boston and Rev. J. Brian Hehir isthe
former head of Harvard Divinity School and
president of Catholic Charitiesfor theArchdio-
cese of Boston.

Fr. Hehir talked mostly about the Catholic
Church’sjust war theory and discussed inwhich
casesmilitary forceisjustified.

Here is a summary of Ambassador Flynn's
remarksto the Catholic students.

Young Catholicsarenot only thefutureof the
Church but will bethemoral and political back
bone of our society. They are answering Pope
John II'scall for faithful citizenship by getting
involved in the civic life of their community.
Church leaders should not only encourage but
actively support these dedicated and loyal
Catholics who want to make a positive contri-
bution to our church and nation. They are re-
sponding to the Pope’'s message that “ man can
not be separated from God, nor politics from
morality.”

| am often asked, “ Ambassador Flynn, you
have been a successful elected official in Bos-
ton for many years and you have also been ac-
tively involved in U.S Presidential elections,

1Cynthia
Haynes
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me or theentire U.S. Army can provide.

The same goesfor Kim Chong-il, the leader
of North Korea. He has an inferiority complex
that would scare anyone.

Heneedslotsof help, andalittledivineguid-
ancewouldn’t hurt.

Thesearethebad guys.” Wedon’tlikethem
becausethey have hurt and killed people. They
hate usjust becauseweexist. They’ renot “nice
folks” and noonewouldwant themtoliveinthe
neighborhood.

But that’snot thepoint. Wedon't havetolike
them or what they do. Maybe we need to pray
that they will change. We need to pray that they
will stop hating and hurting both themsel vesand
others.

The same thing goes for the little hurts, dis-
comforts, annoyances and painsinlife, too.

Next time you step on a piece of gum on the
sidewalk, pray for thekid who spit it out.

Think nicethoughts, evenifitkillsyou, abou
the peoplewho mow their lawn at 6 a.m., allow
their dogtodoitsjob onyour grassor steal youl
lawn ornaments.

Anger, hurt, resentment and hate don’t seen
to hurt anyone but the one who is angry, hurt
resentful or hateful.

The person who mows his lawn early jus
wants his grass to look nice, and he's an early
bird. The kid with the gum and the dog owne
are thoughtless, not malicious. And maybe the
person who stole those lawn ornaments has ¢
really ugly placethey need to brighten up.

Just let go. Say, “| wishthey hadn’t donethat
but that’s OK,” and get on with your life.

AsforbinLadenand KimChong-il, givethen
agood, long prayer.

Boy, do they need it!

Cynthia Haynes is co-owner of Nor’ Wes
Newspapers, which includes the Colby Free
Press.

‘political manipulation’
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should CatholicsvoteRepublicanor Democrat?
Wheat should Catholic political ideology be?’

Our Catholicfaithdoesnot easily fit either the
“left” or “right”, and nor doesitfitintotheplat-
forms of either party. Our values are often not
‘politically correct.” Aslay Catholics our re-
sponsibility isto evaluate all the candidates,
policies, parties, and platformsby how they pro-
tect or underminethelife, dignity, and rights of
thehuman person, whether they protect thepoor
and vulnerable and whether they advance the
common good.

Asthe United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops stated, “In the Catholic tradition, re-
sponsiblecitizenshipisavirtue; participationin
the political processisamoral obligation. All
believers are called to faithful citizenship, to
becomeinformed, active, and responsible par-
ticipantsin the political process.”

Directly stated, neither political party nor
Catholicleadersontheleft or right speak for the
vast majority of Catholics. The messagesfrom
Catholicsocial teachingsareclear, but we have
too many wrong message carriers today. Con-
servative Republicansno more speak for faith-
ful Catholicsany morethan liberal Democrats
do.

GoingintotheU.S. Presidential election, the
political pundits will tell usthat the question
should be, “Are you better off than four years
ago?’ Wrong question. It should be, how canwe
pursue, greater peace and justice? How can we
protect and promote human life and dignity?

How canwe—all of us, especially theweak and
vulnerable— be better off intheyearsahead.”
Our faith tellsusthat there must be a seat at the
tablefor everyone. Arewe determined to com-
bat di scrimination based on sex, race, ethnicity,
disabling condition or age?

TheU.S. Conferenceof Catholic Bishops, in
its recent document, <http://
www.yourcatholicvoice.org/
index.php?id=article& article=416>" Faithful
Citizenship, aCatholic Call to Political Respon-
sibility,” thoroughly laysout aclear agendafor
Catholicsto follow in this election year. As
Catholics, who we vote for and our policy
choices are all matters of conscience, but as
Catholic citizens and residents of the Unitec
States, we havethe duty to participate now anc
infuturedebatesand choicesover thevaluesanc
visionsthat will guide our nation.

Thedual calling of faith and citizenshipisat
theheart of what it meansto beaCatholicinthe
United States. Faithful citizenship calls usto
seek “aplace at the table” of lifefor all God's
children in the elections of 2004 and beyond.
Thisiswhat our Catholic Church teaches anc
these positions are not based on polls, focus
groups or what is politically correct. It comes
from the Good News of God and the teachings
are not subject to political manipulation.

Important note: Theviewsexpressedinthis
and other columnson Catholicsand \Voting are
those of thewriter (s) and do not necessarily re-
flecttheviewsoftheColby FreePress. Thispage
isanopeninvitationfor anyreader’sopinionon
thiscurrent controversy or any other issue, for
that matter. It allowsour reader ship to become
involved inthedial ogue of today. Commentson
this newspaper’s editorial stands, its columns,
and columns of guest writersand letter writers
areall fair game. Ahealthy communityisacom-
munity that speaksout. Speak out. —Tom(TD)
Dreiling, publisher, td@nwkansas.com.
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