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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF I ADORED THOSE

LITTLE FURROWS IN THE CHIN, WOULD THAT
MEAN I'M A CLEFTOMANIAC?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals R

Body piercing debate continues
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I just finished
reading the letter from “Upset in
Collegeville, Pa.,” regardingthe15-
year-old girl who wanted to get her
belly button pierced. Your response
included, “ Aslongastheprocedure
is done hygienically, it shouldn’t
cause any damage.”

| am a gynecologist. | have ob-
served that navel piercings often
cause significant permanent scar-
ring, especialy at the upper pierc-
ing site. These scars are far larger
than one would expect. They can
alsobeassociated with darkening of
theskinat thescar site, whichmakes
themevenmorecosmetically unac-
ceptable.

| can’t explain why other pier-
cingssuch asearlobesusually have
no scarring while navel piercings
oftenresult in unsightly permanent
scars. Anyone considering abelly
button piercing should be aware of
thispotentially permanent problem.

— OREGON GYNECOLO-
GIST

DEAR OREGON GYNECO-
LOGIST: Thank youfor writing.
Although I livein LosAngeles,
probablythenavel-pier cing capi-
tal of the United States, | cannot
claim to have seen asmany belly
buttons“ up close and personal”
asyou have, so| bow to your ex-
pertise. Many reader scomment-
edregardingthat letter. Read on:

DEARABBY: May | add anote
toyour responsetothe parentswho
agreed to let their daughter pierce
her belly button, then changed their
minds?| am 62 and still can’t quite
forgivemy father for muchthesame
thing.

Hewasol d-fashioned and woul d-
n'tlet my older sister drive. When|
was 15, | begged totakedriver’'sed
and get my licenseat 16. Heagreed
—ontheconditionthat | pay forthe
lessons myself.

Well, | did—and passed withfly-
ing colors. Butwhen| turned 16, he

Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

refused to allow meto get my li-
cense. When | asked why he'd lied
tome, hesaidhehadn’tlied. Hesim-
ply thought I’ d never beabletosave
enough to pay for the course. Even
after 46 years, | still think heliedto
me. My advicetotheparents: Donot
break your word. It could damage
your relationship with your son or
daughter forever.
—MARJG., WESLACO,
TEXAS
DEARMARUJ: | agree. Sheful-
filled her part of the bargain, so
the parents shouldn’t have re-
neged on their promise.

DEAR ABBY: In some states,
piercing isn't legal before age 16,
even with parental consent. If the
parentsrelent, | hopethey’ Il find out
what thelocal lawsareandgotothe
most reputable person who per-
forms piercings. My advice to po-
tential piercers: Stay away from
those who will do the piercing re-
gardlessof statelaw.

—SUZANNE, PRIMEVAL
INK TATTOO, MONROE,
WASH.

DEAR SUZANNE: Good ad-

vice.

DEARABBY:Whilel respectthe
right to change one’'smind, the re-
lationship of aparent to achild can
be permanently damaged by rela-
tively small betrayals. In today’s
world, belly button piercingislittle
more than afashion statement, and
the parents who are waffling over
their promise to let their daughter
pierce her navel in exchange for
good gradesrisk far more by break-
ing their promise than by allowing

the piercing.
— GEORGE (AYOUNG
PARENT WITH CHILDREN),
SANTA MONICA, CALIF.
DEARGEORGE: | agree.And
you stated it very well.

DEARABBY: | am a 30-year-
old, struggling single mother. My
10-year-old daughter’s father,
“Lenny,” wasin prison for thefirst
eight yearsof her life.

He' sacareer criminal. You name
it, he'sdoneit.

Lenny’s out now, but he hasn't
changed. He wants to spend time
with his daughter, but every timel
let her gowithhim, shecomeshome
with another story.

Theworldisascary place, and |
feel the need to protect her. I’'m
afraid he’'s exposing her to the
wrong things.

| al'so think he “works” while
she’s around. As far as | know,
Lenny isstill being pursued by the
law and bounty hunters.

Sometimesit seemscrystal clear.
Butthenl think: Lenny isherfather.
He loves her. He's just not smart
enough to be part of her life.

Legally hehasnorights. Hisname
isn't on her birth certificate. There
areno court ordersfor visitation or
child support. Abby, what should |
do?

— TORN IN TWO

DEARTORN: Your firstprior-
ity must beyour daughter’ssafe-
ty. Ask your self what could hap-
pen if the bounty huntersor the
policewereto catch up with Len-
ny and your daughter wereonthe
premises. You already knowwhat
you havetodo. Now doit.
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“Mommy, will you sew a new

beggarman on my shirt?”

Opening lead — king of diamonds.
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Having negotiated these hurdles with- 2 I3 o [0 i

out incident, declarer is now in position

toclaimtheslam.

Everyoneis down to three cards, with
West holding the Q-J-7 of trumps and

South the K-10-9.

Declarer exitswiththenine,
twotrumptrickssuddenly dwindletoone.
Itistruethat if West had any distribu-
tion other than 3-4-3-3, the slam would

fail.

Nevertheless, the fact remains that
South hasto hopefor thisdistributionand
must plan hisplay asif it actually exists.

andWest's




