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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Covering All the Possibilities
It might be only of passing interest to know how

four missing cards of a suit can be expected to di-
vide when declarer has nine cards of the suit. Math-
ematically, the expectation is that in 100 random
hands, the defenders’ four cards will be divided 3-1
50 times, 2-2 40 times, and 4-0 10 times.

Declarer might or might not be able to put this
knowledge to good use in a given hand, but if he is
familiar with these probabilities in a general way, the
knowledge can do him no harm, and in some cases
will do him a lot of good.

Consider this case where South reached six
hearts as shown. He won the opening spade lead
and, without giving the matter much thought, led a
low heart to dummy’s jack. Unfortunately, East
showed out, and there was then no way for declarer
to avoid losing two trump tricks for down one.

However, if South had initially played the king of
hearts, instead of leading low to dummy, he would
have made the contract. Whether West took the ace
immediately or not, only one trump trick would have
been lost. After East failed to follow suit, it would have
been a simple matter for declarer to trap West’s ten
by means of a finesse.

The king-of-hearts lead is demonstrably the right
play. It guards against the possibility that either op-
ponent has all the missing hearts, allowing for a fi-
nesse to be taken against the ten whenever this turns
out to be the case.

Declarer should reason that the contract is a vir-
tual certainty if the opposing trumps are divided 3-1
or 2-2. His only concern should be a possible 4-0
break and how to cater to it.

If East has the missing four trumps, a low heart to
the jack would reveal the situation and permit the
slam to be made. But since this approach fails if West
has four trumps, declarer must protect against that
eventuality also. The king play covers both possibili-
ties, and it is therefore the right play.

Sylvia Learns How to Finesse
When Sylvia first learned how to finesse, a whole

new world opened up for her. Even though she didn’t
fully comprehend how finesses  worked, that didn’t
stop her from adopting the newfangled device with
all the verve and enthusiasm she could muster.

To illustrate her state of mind in those early days,
take this deal where she arrived at four hearts and
West led a diamond. East cashed the K-A and con-
tinued with the seven, West ruffing Sylvia’s queen.

West’s jack-of-spades return was taken by the
ace, and Sylvia now had to avoid losing a club trick.
This did not seem too difficult a task to her, since she
planned to resolve that problem by taking a club fi-
nesse! Accordingly, after drawing three rounds of
trumps ending in dummy, she led the queen of clubs,
intending to finesse after East followed low. But East
upset the well-known apple cart by covering with the
king. After taking the ace, poor Sylvia was surprised
to find that she still had a club loser!

Putting this development aside for the moment,
she next cashed two more trumps, producing this
position:

North  [S] K 6  [C]  10
West   [S] 10 9  [C]   J
East    [S] Q     [C]   9 2
South  [S] 8      [H]  4   [C]  5
When Sylvia next led her last trump, West was

forced to discard the nine of spades, allowing dummy
to score the last two tricks with the K-6 of spades.

Thus, Sylvia’s newest toy proved to be a complete
failure when East covered the club queen with king.
Be that as it may, it was also clear that she had found
the only way to make four hearts — by executing one
of the rarest of all plays in bridge, a transfer squeeze.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


