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Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

You are South, and the bidding has gone:
West     North     East      South
1 [D]    1 NT  Pass      ?
What would you bid now with each of the follow-

ing five hands?

1. [S] Q87 [H] 952 [D] 763 [C] AK93
2. [S] 853 [H] Q96542 [D] 4 [C] J73
3. [S] KQ63 [H] KJ85 [D] 9 [C] QJ74
4. [S] 942 [H] A7 [D] 82 [C] KQ9643
5. [S] 72 [H] KQ8753 [D] 7 [C] KJ92

1. Two notrump. Partner’s overcall is equivalent
to an opening bid of one notrump, indicating 16 to
18 points, notrump distribution and at least one dia-
mond stopper. You should therefore raise to two
notrump to invite him to go on to three, just as you
would have done had he opened the bidding with
one notrump.

2. Two hearts. This shows a weak hand with five
or more hearts. You are saying, in effect, that two
hearts is a safer contract than one notrump.

True, there are players running loose in the streets
who, having overcalled with one notrump, will turn
a deaf ear to your two-heart bid and go back to
notrump. The best remedy for this lies not in chang-
ing your bidding style, but your partner.

3. Two diamonds. This is clearly a game-going
hand, but a major-suit contract looks much more
desirable than a notrump contract. Accordingly, you
cuebid West’s suit, asking partner to bid a four-card
major if he has one. If partner retreats to two notrump
instead, you will raise him to three.

4. Three notrump. That’s what you’d bid if North
had opened with one notrump, and that’s what you
should bid opposite the notrump overcall. It would
be pointless to bid three clubs instead, ostensibly
aiming for an 11-trick game when a nine-trick game
is available.

5. Three hearts. This is also a game-going hand
opposite a partner with 16 to 18 points and notrump
distribution, but this time your six-card suit is a
major, and partner is known to hold at least two
hearts. In general, eight-card major-suit fits — 4-4,
5-3, 6-2 — are better off being played in the major
rather than notrump, and with your 2-6-1-4 distri-
bution, you have no reason to believe otherwise.

The best way to get to four hearts is to bid the game
directly. You could bid three hearts instead, but since
you plan to bid four hearts next if partner retreats to
three notrump, you might as well bid four immedi-
ately.

Hot Potatoes
Here is a remarkable hand from a match between

France and Italy in 1967. It features brilliant defense
by Italian star Giorgio Belladonna, who sat West.

Belladonna, from time immemorial an aggressive
bidder, opened with one spade, after which the
French North-South pair reached three notrump on
the bidding shown.

Belladonna made his first good move when he led
a diamond instead of a spade. Declarer won with
dummy’s queen and returned the three of clubs. East
could have settled declarer’s hash then and there had
he grabbed the ace and returned a diamond. But East
played low, and declarer won with the jack as Bel-
ladonna discarded the queen of spades!

South realized he would surely go down if he
persisted with clubs, so he shifted his attention to
hearts, cashing the A-K-Q-J. Belladonna had to
make two discards and threw a diamond and a spade.

Declarer’s only chance for a ninth trick was to
endplay West. Accordingly, he cashed the A-K of
spades, planning to put Belladonna on lead with a
third spade to force him to concede a diamond to the
king.

But on the A-K of spades Belladonna dropped the
J-10, retaining the seven. When declarer then exited
with a spade, East won with the nine and returned a
diamond to put the contract down one.

At the other table, the Italian North-South pair also
got to three notrump, but when West chose the queen
of spades as his opening lead, declarer had no diffi-
culty making 10 tricks after forcing out the ace of
clubs.
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