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Letters

We need your support

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Sexual assault and abuse, the often unreported and “ silent”
crime, effectsevery citizeninevery community in Kansas. To
increasepublicawarenessconcerningthisissue, Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliushas proclaimed April as* Sexual Assault Awareness
Month.”

Sexual violence has become an issue of epidemic propor-
tions. StatisticsfromtheKansasCoalitionAgainst Sexual and
Domestic Violence, and the Metropolitan Organization to
Counter Sexual Assault, statethat 1in 3 femalesand 1in 6
males will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. They also
report that in Kansas a sexual assault occurs ever 8.5 hours,
and at least three-fourths of the assaults were perpetrated by
someonethe victim knew.

During 2003, the K ansas Coalition Against Sexual and Do-
mestic Violence reports that more than 5,000 sexual assault
victimswere served by Kansas Sexual Assault programs.

Thenational averagereportsthat only 15 percent of sexual
assaultswerereportedtolaw enforcement. InEllisCounty for
2003, it wasstated that 7 sexual assault caseswerereported to
the EllisCounty Attorney’soffice, whilethe KansasAttorney
General’s office, in their annual crime victims report, stated
that 60 sexual assaults had occurred. Ellis County’s average
for 2003 of 12 percent coincideswith the national average.

Pleasejoinwiththe Northwest KansasFamily Shelter, Inc.,
and take a stand against sexual violencein our communities.
For more information contact the Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter at (785) 625-3055 or 800-794-4624.

Decideto end sexual violence:
We can wait nolonger!
SueMerklein
Northwest Kansas Family Shelter, Inc.
Hays
(L etter #20)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Oryoucan e-mail td@nwkansas.com, call (785) 462-3963, fax (785)
462-7749, or hand deliver your comments to the office. Please re-
member to sign your submissions and include adaytime tel ephone
number and address. These are used for verification only.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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WHyY DOES THE EARTH
TURN ORANGE EVERY MARCH?
\T’S ONE ofF THE ETERNAL
QUESTIONS, SON.

LE LR}

This Oreo Is sweet,

When my children and | moved to Colby al-
most 13yearsago, webrought withusalittlekitty
named Tiger. | wantedtofindthelittleguy ahome
inldaho, but my childreninsisted that Tiger had
to cometoo — after all hewasamember of our
family.

Withinamonth after arriving here, Tiger was
diagnosedwithleukemiaand hadto beput down.
It was atough time for all of usbeing in anew
place, not knowing very many people and then
losing our pet.

Afew daysafterlosing Tiger, afriendfromthe
newspaper officefound asix-week oldkittenthat
almost got run over by acar. Actually, the cat
narrowly escaped — rolling end over end under
avehicle. Thisfriendwitnessed theincident and
immediately grabbed the small animal that was
understandably shaken. If catsreally have nine
lives,itwould besafeto say thisguy had used up
one of thoselivesthat day.

Apparently our friendbelieveditwasfateand
remembering that we had just lost our cat, she
brought the kitten to us. At first, | was unsure
about the whole thing because none of us had
really achanceto grieve Tiger’s death. Still, in
theend, it turned out to be one of the most loyal
animalswe have ever had.

After accepting the kitten, the next step was
deciding on aname. It wasn't long before my
children unanimously agreed that his name
shouldbe*Milo” and our small family instantly
grew by one. Inthose earlier years, we lived in
the Court Street neighborhood and back then
therewerealot of catswondering around.

Sufficetosay it wasatough placefor our young
littleMiloto break into. Hewasforever coming
homebeat toapulp. For thefirstyear, it wasrou-

Patty Decker
e Deep
Thoughts

tine to see the veterinarian about once every
coupleof months. Alongwithall of hiscutsand
scrapes that he came home with, one area ex-
tremely vulnerableonMilowashisear. It never
failed that even with all his fresh wounds, the
ear never seemed to have a chance of healing.
Thewear andtear eventually left Milowithonly
onegood ear.

Looking back, | think the best thing that ever
happenedtoMilowaswhen| remarriedandthe
family movedtoN. Lincoln. Whatever therea-
son, theneighborhood seemedto agreewithhim
and he stopped coming home such amess.

Asthe years went by, Milo became avery
popular guy in Colby. Therewerealot of people
taking walks by the house who would talk to
him. It never occurred to me until | spoke with
some of the neighborsthat Milo was quite the
socialite. He wasn’t shy with people and even
with hismangled ear, peopleliked him.

Wethought it wassweet that Milohad hisown
little routine after everyone went to work.

Last year, though, Randy (my husband)
startedthinkingit might not beabadideatohave
asecond cat around for tworeasons: (1) beinga
friend to Milo; and (2) lessening the sadness
since Milowas getting very old.

too

Theplanbackfired, though, whenour new ca
wasaccidentally hitby acar. | wasn't awaretha
our newest family member was dead, though
until Randy told methat our neighbor saw wha
happened one Saturday morning and he didn’
havethe heart to tell me.

Two months later and on a sunny afternoon
Milo passed away. Obviously, therewill never
beanother cat that will replaceMilo. However
we did adopt another cat when afriend of my
daughters said she couldn’t keep the kitty she
had.

Consequently, we now have ayoung, feisty
little guy running around the house again anc
knocking stuff off tables and desks.

What'seven funnier about thisnew cat ishic
size. Heisnearly ayear old and lookslike he'
only four tofivemonthsold. Seriously helooks
likeatoy cat and is so precious. Certainly he's
no Milo, but hehasauniquepersonality that the
family enjoys.

Pet owners understand the sadness of 1osing
apet and although getting attached hasitsdown:-
sides, | wouldn’t have traded the experience:
with Milo or eventheshort life of Sabi for any-
thing.

There's only one thing we plan to do differ-
ent with Oreo, whoisthe newest member of the
family, and that ishe will be ahouse cat. Afte
losing onethat didn’t understand thedangersof
streetsandcars, | just can’t bringmyself totemp
fate by letting Oreo run wild.

Asfor Milo, hewas quitethetrooper and we
will misshimvery much.

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her col-
umn appear son Thursdays.

For better or worse

Our constitution is an interesting document.
Ithassurvivedfor morethan200yearswithrela-
tively few modifications, somethingto keepin
mind in our increasingly legalistic society.

It begins with some simple, yet profound
words, known asthe preamble.

“We the People of the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure(http://www.usconstitution.net/
glossary.html) domestic Tranquillity, provide
for the common (http://
Www.usconstitution.net/constmiss.html) de-
fense, promote the general (http://
www. usconstitution.net/glossary.html) Wel-
fare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselvesandour (http://www.usconstitution.-
net/glossary.html) Posterity, do (http://
www.usconstitution.net/glossary.html) ordain
and establish this Constitution for the United
Statesof America.”

Wordslikewe, unionand commondon’t seem
tohaveasmucheffectintoday’sindividualistic
society. Perhapsthat isat theroot of many of our
problems.

Wehavepersonalized checking, shoppingand
even pan pizzas. What happened to us? In fact,
what happened to we, the people?

Thethinking seemsto beif it doesn’t bother
me, it cannot bother you and it must be good for
society. Conversely, if it bothers me it must
bother you and therefore must be bad for soci-
ety.

Ineffect, wehave personalized our society to
the point where nothing is really wrong. Of
course, thatisnot really true. For onething, some
things arewrong regardl ess of what we think.

Jay Kelley

_ ® Speaking
- MyMind

-

For another, there must beastandard, evenif
itisnostandard. Manwill alwaysset astandard,
even if it isarbitrary and caters to the lowest
common denominator.

Marriageisone of our most fundamental in-
stitutions and as such has suffered greatly un-
der our individualistic attitudes. When Jesus
said man and woman were to be “one flesh” |
don't think he gave acaveat for irreconcilable
differences.

Marriage books abound, from the seriousto
pop-psychology, and they all haveonethingin
common. The most important thing, say the
books, istaking care of your spouse. Yet strug-
gling or divorcing couples often repeat the hu-
manist mantra, “My needsaren’t being met.”

Itisno coincidenceto methat therisein our
divorceratehasfollowed our increasing depar-
ture from the Biblical pattern of serving and
embraced humanistic theory.

Yet, astheratecontinuestoincrease, wecon-
tinuetolook for thesolutioninthevery system
which hasfailed usso miserably rather than re-
turnto our roots.

Wehaveembraced“ non-traditional” families
asthough thereisno difference between apar-

ent who loses a spouse to death or debilitating
injury and thosewho simply chosetoraisechil-
drenal onebecausethey cannot get al ong; those
who choseto have children without the benefit
of marriage..

We say thetraditional family either failed or
never existed, but definetraditional aswhat we
saw intheoldtelevision show “Leaveitto Bea-
ver.” TheCleaver’sfictional caricatureisacon-
venient straw manto help usignorethereal tra-
ditional family.

What is the real traditional family? Two
people who love each other, even during those
timesthey don’t like each other, committedtoz
common goal — alifetimetogether and if they
are blessed with children, so much the better.

Yes, there are sometimes events such as the
death of a spouse which render the traditional
family alittle non-traditional, but the principle
upon which such a marriage was founded re-
mainsthe same.

Ultimately, the source of most of our inabil-
ity to get along has nothing to do with needs or
tradition. It has everything to do with selfish-
ness. Thefoundersof our country understoodthe
need for compromisein everyday life.

They also understood the need for principles
upon which there could be no compromise.

Mostimportantly, they understood thediffer-
ence between the two.

That is something with which we are having
problems.

Kelley is a local minister and writer whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.
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® Gary Trudeau

YOU SEE, MARK, WERE '\
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