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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

An Elegant Swindle
Part of declarer’s skill consists of playing his cards

in a manner that increases the chances of the oppo-
nents making a mistake. Consider this deal where
South performed a neat swindle to bring in a five-
diamond contract that seemed to have no chance.

East won the spade lead with the king, cashed the
ace and, realizing that declarer had no more spades,
shifted to the king of hearts. This was a wise deci-
sion, since without the shift South would have made
the rest of the tricks on a squeeze.

Declarer took the ace, led the nine of clubs to the
queen and ruffed a spade. These were the first two
steps in a scheme designed to do East out of his ap-
parently certain heart trick.

South then ran his remaining trumps, discarding
a heart from dummy, cashed the king of clubs, on
which he played dummy’s five, and led the eight of
clubs to the ace. This was now the two-card posi-
tion:

North
[S]  8  [C]  3
West
[H]  8 7
East
[S]  10   [H] Q
South
[H]  J
[C]  2
The three of clubs was then played, and East had

to discard. He realized from the fall of West’s ten
on the preceding trick that declarer had the missing
club, but he hadn’t followed the play closely enough
to know the size of the club South had left.

So, acting under the delusion that South would
have to win the club in his hand, East discarded the
ten of spades, sat back and waited to score his heart
trick. He’s still waiting!

 Score One
for the Defense

Nobody rings a bell to tell you when a crucial point
in the play has been reached. You’re expected to
recognize such situations when they arise; if you
don’t, a golden opportunity might pass you by. Fur-
thermore, there is the added risk that an irate part-
ner might have a few choice words for you when the
deal is over. Consider this case where West is de-
fending against four spades. He cashes the K-A-Q
of clubs, East following suit to the first club and then
discarding a low heart and a low diamond on the next
two clubs. What should West play next?

Actually, there is only one correct play — another
club! This allows East to trump with the jack, which
in turn causes South to lose a trump trick and go
down one. Not many players would continue with
a club at trick four. This is because such a play runs
counter to standard procedure, which holds that one
should avoid giving declarer a ruff-and-discard. But
this generally wise rule has its exceptions, just as any
other general rule has its exceptions.

In the present case, it should not be difficult for
West to realize, given South’s opening bid and
dummy’s hand, that there is no chance of stopping
the contract unless his side can score a trump trick.
His best prospect, therefore, is to hope that East has
the jack, queen or king of spades.

Accordingly, West leads a fourth round of clubs,
praying that East will be able to play one of those
three cards on the trick. If East has none of them,
the contract cannot be defeated, and West will at least
get an A for effort.
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