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See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

(available in trade area only)

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS
460-2000

“Neighbors helping neighbors”

And our colored
selection of roses has

never been better! Call or
stop by Somplace
Special for details!

Romance and roses just
seem to go together -

Call 785-460-0050 for a brochure

PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
Date: Saturday, February 21, 2004

Time: 10:00 am CST (doors open at 8:00 a.m. day of sale)
Auction Location: TNT & Jones  Auction Facility, 200 N. Franklin, Colby, Kan.

 Preview sale items between 5-7 p.m. CST Friday, February 20, 2004

Check our web site for late additions and
details about our upcoming auctions:

www.tntjonesauction.com

Auction Conducted By:
TNT Auction LLC

Jones Auction
Goodland, Colby and Jennings

and
Homeland Real Estate

•1980 Monte Carlo, 2 door, 28,000 original miles
•Antiques - 1960’s blonde oak bedroom set, 1950’s
cane back chairs, old calendars, Duncan Pfyfe
table with leaves •Household and miscellaneous -
furniture, appliances, linens, miscellaneous dishes,
Tupperware, 60 gal. aquarium•Toys - toy trains,
puzzles, 1950’s tin doll house, bikes •Tools and
yard - mowers, chainsaw, assorted old wrenches
and shop tools, weed eater•Christmas decor-
ations•Collectibles - Miller Beer, Budweiser Clock,
Budweiser sign, McDonald’s Collector plates &
cups, President plates and more coming in daily.

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0136 Mobile

Tom Simpson, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0137 Mobile
Bob Jones, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0138 Mobile

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

Goodland receives money to assist new firm
GOODLAND — The Kansas

Department of Commerce said late
last week it has approved $200,000
in economic development assis-
tance to help the City of Goodland
and Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.,
which is opening a new plant here.

The city will use the money to
provide a loan for equipment and
working capital to Aircraft Seal and
Gasket, a California based manu-
facturer of custom parts for the
aerospace industry.

Herb Menold, president of Air-
craft Seal and Gasket said he was
pleased the state approved the loan
and that it will help in the expensive
front-end of the startup of the
Goodland plant.

He said a ribbon cutting is
planned for Thursday, Feb. 19, and
that besides the state and local offi-

cials he expects his partners, Doug
Moody of Wichita who was the
partner in the idea two years ago to
move the plant to Kansas and sev-
eral of the Menold family members
to attend.

“Things are going pretty well as
we continue to build the infrastruc-
ture,” Menold Said. “I am in
Goodland today because we got the
first machine running, the mixer,
and are close to running the calen-
dar.

“It is going very well from my
perspective. It takes a lot of time and
effort to get these pieces of equip-
ment in operation.

“The state help has been great in
getting the incentives in place and
helping us get our supply lines set
up. As soon as we get up and run-
ning it will be more evident. All the

people from the state and area have
been great to work with in getting
this move underway.

“Chuck Lutters, Kendall Cooper
and now Andy Laue have been
hired to help get the equipment up
and running,” Menold said. “It will
take a few more weeks to get ready
to hire more people and get the plant
producing.”

Menold said Laue will be the
chief financial officer for the corpo-
ration, and will oversee all three
locations with his headquarters in
Goodland.

He said this is possible today with
the communications networks. He
said the telephone system and com-
puters were delivered Thursday he
expects the three sites to be net-
worked this week.

The state grant will create a mini-

mum of six jobs within a two-year
period, the state said. The Small
Cities Community Development
Block Grant money will be matched
with $100,000 of private financing
from Aircraft Seal and Gasket. The
city commission approved the grant
request at their meeting on Dec. 1.

Doug Bruggeman, with the
Northwest Kansas Regional Plan-
ning and Development Commis-
sion in Hill City, told the city com-
mission the $200,000 is much less
than the maximum of $750,000
under the loan program. The city is
sponsoring the loan application, but
is not responsible for repayment
even if the firm doesn’t pay the
state.

“The loan requires one job to be
created for every $35,000 bor-
rowed,” Bruggeman said. “For Air-

craft Seal and Gasket, it would be
about six jobs for the $200,000 loan
amount.

“The loan will be at 4 percent for
five years. The loan specifications
are established by the state, and the
company is required to provide col-
lateral as well as a $100,000 match.

“The $200,000 they are getting
for will be matched with $100,000
from the company and they agreed
to create six jobs, with four being
middle to low income jobs. They
will have two years to spend the
money and create the jobs.”

The commission approved the
application on a 4-0 vote. When the
meeting opened, it was noted that
Commissioner Chuck Lutters was
absent. Bruggeman and City Man-
ager Ron Pickman said Lutters did
not want there to be any question

about a conflict of interest since he
took the job as plant manager with
Aircraft Seal and Gasket.

“This economic development
loan through the state is something
the city has never applied for,” said
Pickman, “but in this instance it is
helpful we were able to qualify for
this program to help a company
open a plant here. The people of
Kansas pay this money in and it is
good to get some of it back to help
stimulate our local economy.”

The Community Development
Division of the Kansas Department
of Commerce and Housing admin-
isters the block grant program in
rural areas. Economic development
grants are given to cities or counties
which, in turn, loan the money to
private businesses to create or retain
permanent jobs.

Art studio busy place

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Colby High School junior Jennifer Jumper worked on her clay pot in the high school art studio this
morning.  Students in the studio were building clay coil pots while others worked on painting a
mural in the hall. The students are in Mrs. Roberts’ art class

Free Press NewsLine:
Fax

785 462-7749

Scammers
targeted

WICHITA (AP) — The state at-
torney general’s office has found
more than 600 incidents of elderly
or disabled people being scammed
since it began concentrating on the
problem last year.

Attorney General Phill Kline’s
office began earmarking scam com-
plaints from elderly and disabled
people last March. It has flagged
667 such reports through January.

Since the attorney general offi-
cially formed the Vulnerable Adults
Tast Force last November, it has
recovered $3,688 dollars for con-
sumers through January.

One victim was an 82-year-old
Kansas City area woman who suf-
fered from dementia. The woman,
who lives on a fixed income, do-
nated about $2,000 to nonprofit
groups who continued to contact
her. The woman couldn’t remember
that she had already donated.

A member of her family noticed
and called the task force. When it
contacted the nonprofit groups, “the
legitimate groups were very quick
to return the money,” said Whitney
Watson, director of communica-
tions and personnel for the attorney
general’s office.

Mary Tritsch, associate state di-
rector of AARP Kansas, said one of
the most prevalent scams hitting
seniors is lottery solicitations. Se-
niors are told by phone or letter that
they’ve won a lottery — often in a
foreign country — but that they
have to send in a portion of their
winnings to receive the prize.

“People are falling for it,” Tritsch
said. Her message to consumers: “If
you have to send in money, you
didn’t win anything. You shouldn’t
have to clean out your bank account
to win a prize.” The task force has
not tracked complaints long enough
to identify any specific pattern.

Confident bill will pass
TOPEKA (AP) — Senators last

year rejected a measure allowing
Sunday liquor sales not because of
strong opposition to the concept,
but because it didn’t have a tax in-
crease attached to it.

This week, the Senate is expected
to debate a bill that permits local
decisions on Sunday sales, makes
the state’s Liquor Control Act uni-
form and raise taxes on all forms of
alcohol.

Sen. John Vratil proposed the in-
crease in the gallonage tax last week
when the Federal and State Affairs
Committee debated the bill.

Vratil, R-Leawood, is one of a
few senators who voted against last
year’s bill — which failed 19-18 —

but say they support the new ver-
sion.

“A number of people who voted
against it felt like if we give Sunday
sales to the industry, there needed
to be a tax increase,” Sen. Vratil
said.


