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It's no ‘secret’ that
God’s I1n our schools

We get all kinds of e-mails. Sometimes we are literally
smothered by thenumber. And that’ sokay, although most of it
would comeunder the category of junk mail. Much of it goes
into the trash without being opened. After awhile you learn
what’slegit and what’s not.

Thispast week, in particular, | had received anumber of e-
mailsall dealingwiththesamesituation. It carriesthetitle, “ Just
Suppose.” Hereisavery brief taste of what it says:

“JUST SUPPOSE that at every ball game, graduation, prom,
etc., someone who has had enough of stupid, anti historical
court decisionshad thegutsto start reciting the Lord’sPrayer
loudly, and othersjoinedin, thenmore, until hundredspartici-
pated.

“AndJUST SUPPOSE thisspread all over our land until this
became standard practicein hundredsof school s— thenthou-
sandsthen tens of thousands.

“Just what wouldlocal school boardsdo?Expel half thestu-
dent body? (They need their jobs and federal funding far too
much to do that.)

“What would aFederal district court do? Order hundredsof
nonviolent, decent minorsjailed? Or thousands?

“Just what would the Supreme Court do about it — issue
more edicts?

“What if millionsdecided the Supreme Court wasout of its
leagueand said, ‘' So what?”

You get the drift.

If thisweretohappen, chaoswould certainly reign. Kissour
democracy good-bye. | (and seldomdo | use“l” in an edito-
rial but thisisapersonal observation) think if thosebehind the
“ Just Suppose” theory would step back andtakeadeep breath,
they wouldfindthat Godisat every football game, every bas-
ketball game, every wrestling match, in every school and in
every placethey want usto believe heisn't.

Godisin Colby High School. He'sinthemiddle school and
theelementary school. Heinthecollegeclassrooms. He snever
left. They want usto believe Hewaskicked out.

So, how dol know this?BecauseHeisinmy heart, your heart
and hearts of our children, and when they enter through the
doorsof our public schools He enterswith them. And there's
not athing anyone can do about that.

He's inyour heart at every athletic event you attend, in ev-
ery public building you enter. | never believed you needed a
public showing of your love and dedication to makereligion
work. That’ shetweenyouandyour creator. Occasionally dur-
ingtheworkday | will takeaminuteor twofrommy computer
andreflect onHisgoodness. Attimes| even stop by my church
during the day for abrief break. | don’t sound the charge for
hundreds or thousands of peopleto follow methere.

| sometimesworry that thosewhowould haveall of uswho
believejoinamassiveoutpouringto* setthingsright,” will find
thereisnothing at theend of therally. Nothing but bewildered
people scratching their heads and wondering “what was that
all about?’” Wesometimesfall victimtothingsthat sound good.

God'sinyour heart. Whereit counts. And you cantakeHim
wherever you please.

TomA. Dreiling, publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749, call 462-3963.
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OH, how those weather folks get to me. The
television weatherman, map in background,
states, “It's very cold out there this morning.
Better bundleup beforeheading outdoors!” Key
words, “...coldout there...” Why doeshesay that?
Doeshethink weviewersareperhapsabit slow
on the trigger? That we might think heisrefer-
ring to how cold it isin his studio? Why, Mr.
Weatherman, do you not simply say, “It's very
coldthismorning,” andlet thewords* out there”
out of the conversation? And then to further in-
sult our intelligence, hetellsushow to dressbe-
fore going outside. We know how...I think we
know how. Beendoingitfor alongtime. Just the
facts, weather makers, thefacts, like, “1t's6 de-
grees above zero thismorning.” Trust us, we'll
know what you mean.

SPEAKING of weather, | was looking over
the chart from the Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center thismorning and | noticewhere our
precipitationfor themonth standsat 0.07 inches
withatotal snowfall for themonth of 1.5inches.
That may not sound like much, but when you
comparethose number with thelack of numbers
for January of 2003, well... Thenumberslast year
for the month of January were: snowfall O, pre-
cipitationO. That’sright, zeroesacrosstheboard.
On four dates in January 2003 there was but a
traceof moisturenoted. Forecastscall for thepos-
sibility of snow thisweekend. L et’ shopethat ma-
terializes.

OVERHEARD:

Payday at my house is like the Academy
Awards. My wifesays,“May | havetheenvel ope,
please?”

Didyou hear about thewifewho’sdoctor said
shewasn’t well and needed ocean air? Her hus-
band complied and fanned her with aherring.

Then therewasthewoman who wanted afor-
eign convertible ...so her husband bought her a
rickshaw.

MOMENTSINLIFE

(Youwill likethis))

There are momentsin life when you miss
someoneso muchthat youjust want to pick them
from your dreams and hug them for real!

When the door of happiness closes, another
opens; but often times we look so long at the
closed door that we don’t seethe onewhich has
been opened for us.

Just stick to the facts

="

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

Don't go for looks; they can deceive. Don't
go for wealth; even that fades away. Go for
someonewho makesyou smile, becauseit takes
only asmiletomakeadark day seembright. Find
the onethat makesyour heart smile.

Dreamwhat youwant todream; gowhereyou
want to go; bewhat you want to be becauseyou
have only onelife and one chanceto do all the
thingsyou want to do.

May you haveenough happinessto makeyou
sweet, enoughtrial stomakeyoustrong, enough
sorrow to keep you human and enough hopeto
make you happy.

Thehappiest of peopledon’t necessarily have
the best of everything; they just make the most
of everything that comesalong their way.

Thebrightest future will always be based on
aforgotten past; youcan’'tgoforwardinlifeuntil
you let go of your past failuresand heartaches.

When you were born, you were crying and
everyonearoundyouwassmiling. Liveyour life
so at theend you’ rethe onewho issmiling and
everyone around youiscrying.

Pleasesharethi smessagetothose peoplewho
mean something to you; to those who have
touched your lifein one way or another; those
who make you see the brighter side of things
when you are really down; to those whose
friendship you appreciate; to those who are so
meaningful inyour life.

If youdon't shareit, don’tworry, nothing bad
will happentoyou; youwill just missout onthe
opportunity to brighten someone'sday !

Don't count theyears— count thememories.
Lifeisnot measured by the number of breaths
wetake; but by themomentsthat takeour breath
away!

Haveagreat day.

—anonymous

SUNDAY is Super Bowl Sunday. Enough
said.

THE COUPL E waswell intotheir nineties,
and had been married for over sixty years.

Though they werefar fromrich, they managec
to get by because they watched their pennies.
Though not young, they were bothinvery good
health, largely due to the wife's insistence on
healthy foods and exercise for the last several
decades.

One day, their good health didn’t help when
they went on a rare vacation and their plane
crashed, sending them off to Heaven. They
reached the pearly gates, and St. Peter escorted
them inside. Hetook them to abeautiful man-
sion, furnishedingoldandfinesilks, withafully
stocked kitchen and a waterfall in the master
bath. A maid could be seen hanging their favor-
ite clothesin the closet. They gasped in aston-
ishmentwhen Peter said, “Welcometo Heaven.
Thiswill beyour home now.”

Out of habit, the old man asked Peter how
much all this was going to cost. “Why,
nothing,” thesaint replied. “Remember, thisis
your rewardin Heaven.” Theold manlooked out
thewindow and right there he saw achampion-
ship golf course, finer and more beautiful than
any ever built on Earth. “What are the greens
fees?” grumbledtheoldman. “ ThisisHeaven,”
St. Peter replied. “You canplay for free, every
day.” Next they went to the clubhouse and saw
the lavish buffet luncheon, with every imagin-
ablecuisinelaid out beforethem, from seafooc
tosteaksto exotic desertsand free-flowing bev-
eragesof every kind and flavor.

“Don’t even ask,” said St. Peter to the man.
“ThisisHeaven, itisall freefor youtoenjoy.”
The old man looked around and glanced ner-
vously at hiswife. “Well, wherearethelow fat
andlow chol esterol foods, and thedecaffeinateo
tea?’ heasked. “ That'sthebest part,” St. Peter
replied. “You can eat and drink asmuch asyou
likeof whatever youlike, andyouwill never get
fat or sick or have chol esterol-clogged arteries.
ThisisHeaven!” Theold man pushed, “Nogym
where we haveto work out?’ “Not unlessyou
wantto.” wastheanswer. “Notestingmy blood
pressure, glucose levels, prostate exams
or...” "Nope, never again. All you do hereis
enjoy yourself.”

Theoldmanglaredat hiswifeandsaid, “ You
and your goofy bran muffins.... Why, wecoulc
have been hereten yearsago!”

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend!

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. His
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

Download Tears 6.2 to install Guilt 3.0

We are well into the age of cyberspace com-
munication and withit comesa newway of dis-
cussingold problems. Areader picked uponthe
following exchange and thought it would en-
lighten those of you who are still existing with-
out benefit of a computer.

Dear Tech Support:

Last year | upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to
Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct slow down
in the overall performance, particularly in the
Flower and Jewelry applications, which oper-
ated flawlessly under Boyfriend 5.0.

In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many
other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5
and Personal Attention 6.5 and then installed
undesirable programs such as: NFL 5.0, NHL
4.3, MLB 3.0, and NBA 3.6.

Conversation 8.0 no longer runs; it simply
crashesthe system.

I’ve tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these
problems, to no avail.

What can | do?

TD

® At
Week’s
End

Signed, Desperate

Dear Desperate:
Firstkeepinmind, Boyfriend 5.0isan Enter-

tainment Package, whileHusband 1.0isan Op-
erating System.
Try to enter the command: C:/

ITHOUGHTYOULOVEDME to download
Tears 6.2, which should automatically install
Guilt 3.0.

If that application works as designed, Hus-
band 1.0 should then automatically run the ap-
plications Jewelry 2.0 and Flowers 3.5.

But remember, overuse of theaboveapplica-
tion can causeHusband 1.0todefault to Grumpy
Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1.

WARNING: Beer 6.1isavery nasty program
that will create Snoring Loudly.

CAUTION: Whatever you do, DO NOT in-
stall Mother-in-law. Thisisnot asupported ap-
plication and will crash Husband 1.0.

Insummary, Husband 1.0isagreat program,
but it does have limited memory and cannot
learn new applications quickly.

You might consider buying additional soft-
ware to improve memory and performance.

| personally recommend Hot Food 3.0 and
Lingerie7.7.

Good Luck,

Tech Support
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If you have something to share “ At Week’s
End,” e-mail td@nwkansas.com, call (785)
462-3963 or fax (785) 462-7749. Or you can
drop your submission off at the office, 155 W.
Fifth. Thanks...in advance.



