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TV LISTINGS sponsored by the COLBY FREE PRESS

Check each issue of the Free Press for additional TV Listings

SUNDAY JANUARY 11

In Touch (CC) Coral Ridge Hour Believer Paid Hour of Power (CC) This Week-George Christmas Eve
(CC) Voice Program Stephanopoulos Service

Rebecca Martha Today (CC) Meet the Press Paid Paid Your Paid Paid Paid
Gdn Stewart (CC) Program Program Bible Program Program Program
Messiah Baptist First It Is CBS News Sunday Morning Face the Paid Paid NFL Today (N) (CC)
Church Family Written (CC) Nation Program Program
Classical It’s an Zoboom- Sagwa- Anne of Jay Jay Dragon Real Book of Small 11th Health
Stretch Age afoo (EI) the Cat Green the Jet Tales Wheels Virtues Busi- Hour Diary
Creflo A. Singsa- Key of Ronnie Hillbil- Happy Home Cosby Fresh BeastMaster Fresh
Dollar Jr. tion! David Floyd lies Days Improve. Show Prince Manlinks (CC) Prince
Rocket Rocket Rugrats Chalk- Spon- Spon- Oddpar- Oddpar- Jimmy Jimmy Hey Hey
Power Power (CC) Zone geBob geBob ents ents Neutron Neutron Arnold! Arnold!
Digimon- Bey- Power Power Bey- Digimon Digimon Meda- Power Jett Full Full
Digital blade Rangers Rangers blade (CC) (CC) bots Rangers Jackson House House
Paid Paid Paid Paid Movie: Hard Rain (1997) Bank robbers try PGA Tour Sunday Movie: The River
Program Program Program Program to outwit an evil sheriff during a flood. (CC) (Live) (CC) Wild TTTZ (1994)
(3:30) Movie: Something to Talk About TTZ Movie: Sense and Sensibility TTTZ (1995, Drama) Two sisters Movie:
Movie: (1995, Comedy-Drama) Julia Roberts. (CC) forage for romance in 18th-century England. Emma Thompson. True
(5:00) Movie: As Good as It Gets TTT Movie: Angel Eyes (2001) A sad-eyed Movie: Sweet November TZ (2001,
(1997, Comedy-Drama) Jack Nicholson. figure shadows a Chicago policewoman. Romance) Keanu Reeves. (CC)
Paid Paid Paid Paid Surprise by Design Rally Round the Would You Believe MythBusters
Program Program Program Program Joy, Joy, Joy! (CC) House It? (N)
All Year All Year Breakfast With the Arts The ‘‘Lord of the America’s Castles Star Movie: Mississippi Burning
Round Round Rings’’ trilogy. (CC) Treat TTTZ (1988) Gene Hackman.
SportsCenter (CC) NFL NFL Sports- Outside Sports Sports- Sunday NFL Countdown (Live) (CC)

Matchup Center Lines Reportrs Center
(5:15) Movie: Teen Inside the NFL (CC) Real Sports Kareem Movie: Men in Black II TT Movie: The Ring TTZ (2002,
Witch TT (1989) Abdul-Jabbar. (CC) (2002) Tommy Lee Jones. (CC) Horror) Naomi Watts. (CC)
PB&J Stanley Wiggles JoJo’s Wiggles Stanley Rolie House of Movie: Seventeen Again TZ (2000,
Otter (CC) (CC) Circus Work (CC) Polie Mouse Fantasy) Tia Mowry, Tamera Mowry. (CC)
(4:50) Movie: Annie (1982) The Broadway smash Movie: Funny About Love TT Movie: Ricochet (1991) An escaped killer
Movie: about the adventures of an orphan girl. (1990, Comedy) Gene Wilder. plots against the man who put him away.
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SUNDAY JANUARY 11

Grene Paid Paid Paid Paid Grene Figure Skating: Chevy Skating ABC Wld News
Vision Program Program Program Program Vision Spectacular. Atlanta. News (CC)
Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid Figure Skating: Scott Hamilton and News NBC
Program Program Program Program Program Program Friends. From Loveland, Colo. (N) (CC) News
NFL Football: AFC Divisional Playoff -- Teams to Be Announced. (Live) (CC) College Basketball: Oklahoma at News

Connecticut. (Live) (CC) (CC)
On the McLaug- McLaug- To the Classic Gospel Smart Cabin Sewing- Kaye- Religion- Kansas
Record hlin hlin Contrary (CC) Travels Country Nancy Quilting Ethics Spotlight
Movie: The Commitments TTTZ (1991, Movie: Taps (1981) Military cadets secure Movie: Defenseless TTZ (1991,
Comedy-Drama) Robert Arkins. (CC) their campus from condo developers. (CC) Suspense) Barbara Hershey. (CC)
Thorn- Thorn- Nick- Nick- Nick- Nick- Nick- Nick- Nick- Nick- Told by Romeo!
berrys berrys toons TV toons TV toons TV toons TV toons TV toons TV toons TV toons TV Ginger
7th Heaven Family Movie: The Object of My Affection TT Movie: Autumn in New York TZ (2000, Movie: One Fine
Secrets (CC) (1998, Comedy-Drama) Jennifer Aniston. Romance) Richard Gere. (CC) Day TTZ (1996)
(11:00) Movie: The River Wild Movie: Hollow Man TTZ (2000) An experiment in Movie: Backdraft TTT (1991, Drama) Kurt
TTTZ (1994) Meryl Streep. invisibility goes horribly wrong. Kevin Bacon. Russell, William Baldwin. (CC)
(11:45) Movie: True Crime TTT (1999, Movie: The Thomas Crown Affair TTT (1999) An art Movie: Ronin TT (1998,
Suspense) (PA) Clint Eastwood. (CC) thief steals an insurance investigator’s heart. Suspense) (PA) Robert De Niro.
(10:00) Movie: Pleasantville TTTZ (1998) A suburban teen Movie: Fools Rush In TT (1997, Comedy) Movie: The
Movie: outcast finds solace in a 1950s TV sitcom. (CC) (DVS) Matthew Perry, Salma Hayek. (CC) Wedding Planner
More Than Human Monster Garage Monster House Roots of Racing Unsolved History Assassination of

RX7/Sand Rail (CC) Sultan’s House (CC) Nostradamus King Tut (CC)
(10:30) Movie: House of Dreams Airline Airline Old Ask This Ask This Sell This Sell This Makeovr
Miss. Burning (CC) (CC) (CC) House Old Old House House Mama
PBA Bowling: Earl Anthony Billiards: Timbers- Timbers- Timbers- Timbers- Timbers- Timbers- Timbersport Series
Classic. Tacoma, Wash. (Live) Trick port port port port port port (N) (CC)
(10:30) Legend- Movie: Chain Reaction TT (1996, Movie: Mad Love TT (1995, Movie: Men in Black II TT
Movie: ary Adventure) Keanu Reeves. (CC) Drama) Chris O’Donnell. (CC) (2002) Tommy Lee Jones. (CC)
Proud Kim That’s- Lizzie Boy Mts. Even Lilo & Recess Kim Proud Sister, Even
Family Possible Raven McGuire World Stevens Stitch (CC) Possible Family Sister Stevens
Movie: A Beautiful Mind (2001) A brilliant Movie: Trapped TTZ (2002) A mother Movie: Escape From L.A. TT Head-
mathematician battles schizophrenia. (CC) fights back after kidnappers take her child. (1996, Adventure) Kurt Russell. ache
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SUNDAY JANUARY 11

America’s Funniest 10-8 Flirtin’ With Alias Full Disclosure Practice Police News Seinfeld Seinfeld Diamond
Home Videos (CC) Disaster (N) (CC) (N) (CC) State (N) (CC) (CC) (CC) (CC) Adv.
Dateline NBC (CC) American Dreams Law & Order: Law & Order: News West Wing Noel Inside

Beyond the Wire (N) Criminal Intent (N) Criminal Intent (CC) Edition
60 Minutes (CC) Cold Case Hubris 30th Annual People’s Choice Awards News News Outer Limits Think

(N) (CC) From Pasadena, Calif. (Live) (CC) (CC) Like a Dinosaur (CC)
American Family Nature Animals Masterpiece DNA Playing God Globe Trekker Mystery! The Mrs.
Crash Boom Love Behaving Badly Theatre (N) (CC) Ethiopia (CC) Bradley Mysteries
Mutant X The Andromeda (CC) X-Files News Instant Matlock The In the Heat of the
Taking of Crows Genderbender (CC) (CC) Replay Defendant (CC) Night First Girl (CC)
Teenage Drake & Brothers Sabrina- Full Full Cosby Cosby Rose- Rose- Cosby Cosby
Robot Josh (N) Garcia Witch House House Show Show anne anne Show Show
(5:00) Movie: One Movie: Hope Floats TZ (1998, Romance) Movie: Hope Floats TZ (1998, Romance) Lake. Feed the
Fine Day (1996) Sandra Bullock, Harry Connick Jr.. (CC) Sandra Bullock, Harry Connick Jr.. (CC) Church Children
(4:00) Movie: Movie: The Rock TTT (1996, Adventure) Alcatraz Island Law & Order: L.A. Dragnet The
Backdraft (1991) terrorists threaten to gas San Francisco. Sean Connery. (CC) Special Victims Magic Bullet (CC)
(4:30) Movie: Ronin Movie: The Score TTT (2001, Suspense) A veteran Movie: The Score TTT (2001, Suspense) A veteran
TT (1998) (PA) safecracker is lured into a final heist. Robert De Niro. safecracker is lured into a final heist. Robert De Niro.
(5:00) Movie: The Movie: Forces of Nature (1999) Fate and Movie: Forces of Nature (1999) Fate and Movie: Feeling
Wedding Planner a free-spirited female detour a groom-to-be. a free-spirited female detour a groom-to-be. Minnesota (1996)
Revelations: The MythBusters (N) Macho Monuments Macho Monuments MythBusters Macho Monuments
End of the World?
Crossing Jordan Biography Paul Newman Paul Newman is Inside Lord of the House of Dreams Biography Paul
(CC) a Renaissance man. (CC) Rings (N) (CC) (CC) Newman (CC)
PGA Golf: Mercedes Championships -- Final Round. Kapalua, NFL SportsCenter (CC) NFL Sports-
Hawaii. (Live) (CC) Center
Movie: Two Weeks Notice TTZ (2002, Sex and Curb- Movie: The Ring TTZ (2002, Horror) Movie: Resident
Romance-Comedy) Sandra Bullock. (CC) the City Enthsm Naomi Watts, Martin Henderson. (CC) Evil TZ (2002) (CC)
That’s- Lizzie Movie: Seventeen Again TZ (2000, Sister, That’s- Kim Proud Even Smart
Raven McGuire Fantasy) Tia Mowry, Tamera Mowry. (CC) Sister Raven Possible Family Stevens Guy (CC)
Movie: Dances With Wolves TTTT (1990) Kevin Costner’s Movie: Ricochet TTZ (1991, Movie: Children of the Corn
Oscar-winning vision of the American West. Kevin Costner. Suspense) Denzel Washington. IV: The Gathering TT (1996)
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MONDAY JANUARY 12

(5:59) Ent. Movie: Enemy of the State TTT (1998, Suspense) Rogue News Nightline (CC) Jimmy
News Tonight agents hunt a lawyer who has an incriminating tape. Will Smith. (CC) Kimmel
News Wheel of Fear Factor Las Vegas (N) (CC) Average Joe: News Tonight Show (CC) Late

Fortune Couples (Part 1 of 7) Hawaii (N) (CC) Night
News Friends Yes, Still Ray- Two/Half CSI: Miami Witness News Late Show Patricia Late
(CC) (CC) Dear (N) Standing mond Men to Murder (iTV) (CC) (CC) Heaton. (N) (CC) Late
NewsHour With State of the State American Experience Jackson- As Time May- Charlie Rose (N)
Jim Lehrer (CC) (Live) Love Goes By Dec. (CC)
Becker Home Movie: First Blood (1982) A Vietnam vet News (CC) Becker Will & The Sharon
(CC) Improve. is hounded by a brutal small-town sheriff. (CC) Grace Osbourne Show (N)
Rugrats Spon- Oddpar- Sabrina- Full Full Cosby Cosby Rose- Rose- Cosby Cosby
(CC) geBob ents Witch House House Show Show anne anne Show Show
7th Heaven Broken Movie: Down Periscope TT (1996, Whose Whose 700 Club (CC) Home Home
(CC) Comedy) Kelsey Grammer, Lauren Holly. Line? Line? Videos Videos
(4:00) Movie: The Law & Order: Movie: The Hitcher II: I’ve Been Waiting Law & Order: Monk Mr. Monk and
Rock TTT (1996) Special Victims (2003, Suspense) C. Thomas Howell. (CC) Special Victims the 12th Man (CC)
Seinfeld Friends Movie: Save the Last Dance TTT (2001, Movie: Now and Then TT (1995, Comedy-Drama) Movie:
(CC) (CC) Drama) Julia Stiles. (CC) Four girls experience an eye-opening summer of 1970.
NBA Tip- NBA Basketball: Philadelphia 76ers at Orlando NBA Basketball: Cleveland Cavaliers at Los Angeles Inside
Off (Live) Magic. TD Waterhouse Centre. (Live) (CC) Lakers. Staples Center. (Live) (CC) the NBA
MythBusters Hosts Monster House Monster Garage American Chopper Monster House Monster Garage
test urban legends. Hacienda House Celica/Jet Car (N) POW/MIA 1 (N) Hacienda House Celica/Jet Car
American Justice: House of Dreams House of Dreams Airline Airline Third Watch House of Dreams
Erin Brockovich (CC) (CC) (N) (CC) (CC) Unfinished Business (CC)
College Basketball: Notre Dame at College Basketball: Syracuse at Missouri. SportsCenter (Live) College Basketball:
Pittsburgh. (Live) (CC) (Live) (CC) (CC) Utah at UNLV
:03 From Gold (CC) Movie: My Big Fat Greek Movie: Juwanna Mann TZ (2002, Movie: Adaptation. TTTZ

Wedding TTT (2002, Comedy) Comedy) Miguel A. Nunez Jr.. (CC) (2002) Nicolas Cage. (CC)
Sister, Lizzie Movie: Eddie’s Million Dollar Cook-Off Sister, Boy Mts. Kim Proud Even Sister,
Sister McGuire TTZ (2003, Comedy) Taylor Ball. (CC) Sister World Possible Family Stevens Sister
(5:30) Movie: Movie: Road to Perdition TTT (2002, Movie: From Hell (2001) Jack the Ripper Movie: Dangerous
Breakdown (1997) Drama) Tom Hanks, Paul Newman. (CC) terrorizes London’s Whitechapel district. Desires TZ (2001)
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Legal Notice         Legal Notice

If you resided in Kansas and purchased licenses for certain Microsoft
operating systems or Word, Excel or Office software, or a personal
computer that came with this software, from a company other than

Microsoft between December 10, 1996 and December 31, 2002
THIS COURT-ORDERED NOTICE MAY AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS

This Summary Notice is given pursuant to an Order of the Johnson County District Court, dated November 4, 2003, in In re: Kansas Microsoft
Litigation, Consolidated Case No. 99 CV 17089. The purpose of the Notice is to inform you of the terms of a Settlement entered into between Plaintiffs
and Defendant Microsoft Corporation so that you may decide what steps you wish to take. A Settlement Hearing will be held before the Honorable
Allen R. Slater, Johnson County District Judge, in the Johnson County Courthouse, 100 N. Kansas Avenue, Olathe, Kansas, at 1:30 p.m. on May 5,
2004. The purpose of the Hearing will be to determine whether the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate, and entitled to final approval
by the Court, and the amount of attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of litigation expenses to be awarded to Class Counsel.
THE LITIGATION

Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, brought this lawsuit (the “Class Action”) against Microsoft. Plaintiffs alleged
that Microsoft unlawfully used anticompetitive means to maintain a monopoly in markets for certain software and, as a result, overcharged consumers
who licensed its MS-DOS, Windows, Word, Excel and Office software. Plaintiffs allege that Microsoft’s actions violated the Kansas Antitrust Act and
the Kansas Consumer Protection Act. Microsoft denies Plaintiffs’ allegations and maintains that it developed and sold high quality and innovative
software products at fair and reasonable prices. Rather than have the Court determine whether Plaintiffs or Microsoft are correct at trial, the parties
decided to settle the case. The Court will decide after the hearing on May 5, 2004, whether to approve the Settlement.
THE CLASS

By Order dated October 24, 2003, the Court certified the following Settlement Class:

All persons and entities who, between December 10, 1996 and December 31, 2002, (including said dates) resided in Kansas and indirectly purchased
(i.e., purchased from someone other than Microsoft) in the United States a license for a Microsoft Operating System (as defined below) and/or Microsoft
Application (as defined below) for use in Kansas, and who did not purchase it for resale. Excluded from the Kansas Settlement Class are all direct
purchasers, and Microsoft, its officers, directors, successors, assigns and subsidiaries.

Microsoft Operating Systems in this settlement means MS DOS, Windows versions 1.0 to 3.11, Windows 95, Windows 98, Windows 98 Second
Edition, Windows Millennium Edition, Windows for Workgroups, Windows NT Workstation and Windows 2000 Professional. Microsoft Applications
in this settlement means Word, Excel and Office versions designed for computers with the above MS-DOS or Windows operating systems.

The Court has appointed the following attorneys as Class Counsel:

Ben Barnow Ralph Phalen Thomas H. Brill
Barnow and Associates, P.C. Edgar Law Firm LLC Law Office of Thomas H. Brill
One North LaSalle, Suite 4600 4520 Main, Suite 1650 8014 State Line Road, Suite 101
Chicago, IL 60602 Kansas City, MO 64111 Leawood, KS 66208
(312) 621-2000 (816) 531-0033 (913) 383-2200

THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT
Under the proposed Settlement, Microsoft will provide up to $32,000,000 in vouchers to Class Members. Upon presentation of proper proof of claim,

each Class Member will receive a voucher worth (a) $5.00 for each purchase of a Microsoft MS-DOS, Windows versions 1.0 to 3.11, Windows for
Workgroups, Windows NT Workstation, Windows 2000 Professional, Word, Excel and Office software license, and (b) $10.00 for each purchase of a
Windows 95, 98, and Millennium Edition license. Class Members can later redeem the vouchers for cash if the Class Member purchases, after October 3,
2003, Qualifying Hardware or Qualifying Software products and submits the vouchers and proper proof of purchase to the Settlement Administrator. The
Detailed Notice available from the Settlement Administrator defines Qualifying Hardware and Software.

In the event that less than $32,000,000 in vouchers are issued to Class Members, Microsoft will issue certain vouchers to public, tribal, and BIA
elementary, middle, junior high and high schools in Kansas in which 50% or more of the students are eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals through
the National School Lunch Program. The amount of vouchers issued to schools will be 50% of the difference between $32,000,000 and the value of the
vouchers that are issued to Class Members.

Microsoft has agreed to pay separately the costs of notice to Class Members, the costs of claims administration, and Class Counsel’s reasonable
attorneys’ fees and expenses. Such payments shall be in addition to the voucher Settlement amount and shall not in any way diminish the voucher payments
under the Settlement. Class Counsel will seek reasonable attorneys’ fees from Microsoft, in an amount yet to be determined but not to exceed $8,000,000
plus reimbursement of litigation expenses, at the final approval hearing.

The above is only a summary of the proposed Settlement Agreement and you are referred to the Settlement Agreement on file with this
Court for the precise terms and conditions or to the Detailed Notice available from the Settlement Administrator. You can request a Detailed
Notice by calling 1-877-208-7488.
RELEASE OF CLAIMS

If the Settlement is approved by the Court, it will release certain claims of Class Members who do not exclude themselves by following the procedures
described below under “Options Available to Class Members.” Under the Settlement, each Class Member settles and releases all claims, demands, actions,
suits and causes of action against Microsoft and/or its directors, officers, employees, attorneys, insurers or agents, whether known or unknown, asserted or
unasserted, that any Class Member ever had, could have had, now has or hereafter can, shall or may have relating in any way to:
1. any conduct, act or omission that was or could have been alleged in these consolidated cases as the basis for any antitrust or unfair competition claim, or
2. the purchase, use and/or acquisition of a license for a Microsoft Operating System and/or Microsoft Application and arising under or related to any laws

concerning or relating to antitrust (including without limitation the Sherman Antitrust Act), unfair competition, unfair practices, consumer protection,
price discrimination, unconscionable or unfair pricing, trade regulation, trade practices, K.S.A. § 50-626, K.S.A. § 50-112 et seq., K.S.A. § 50-132 et
seq., or any other federal or state law, regulation or common law similar or analogous to any of the above, or

3. any conduct, act or omission that was or could have been alleged in the consolidated cases as the basis for any claim under the Uniform Commercial
Code that relates to unfair competition, unfair practices, consumer protection, price discrimination, unconscionable or unfair pricing, trade regulation, or
trade practices.
The release does not include claims relating to Microsoft’s conduct, acts or omissions that take place after December 31, 2002. However, Class

Members release any and all claims described above relating to Microsoft’s conduct, acts or omissions that occurred on or before December 31, 2002.
THE DETAILED NOTICE

If you are a Class Member and do not receive the more detailed Notice of Proposed Settlement with Defendant Microsoft, Proposed Settlement Class and
Settlement Hearing, you may obtain a copy of the Detailed Notice by writing to:

Settlement Administrator
P.O. Box 3770
Portland, OR 97208-3770
877-208-7488

The Detailed Notice is also available at www.microsoftproductssettlement.com/kansas.

OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO CLASS MEMBERS
If you are a Class Member, you do not need to do anything to remain in the Class. If you do not wish to object to the Settlement, you do not need to appear

at the Settlement Hearing and/or submit any documents in connection with the Hearing. You will be bound by the terms of the Settlement, if approved by the
Court, and the Settlement Administrator will distribute the vouchers accordingly.

Class Members may object to the proposed Settlement. Any objections to the Settlement, final judgment, release of claims against Microsoft, or attor-
neys’ fees or reimbursement of litigation expenses to be awarded to Class Counsel must be filed with the Court and served upon Class Counsel and Counsel
for Microsoft no later than April 14, 2004, in the manner specified in the Detailed Notice.

If you do NOT want to remain in the Class or participate in the Settlement, you must mail a written request for exclusion to the Settlement Administrator
at the following address:

Settlement Administrator
P.O. Box 4239
Portland, OR 97208-4239

The request for exclusion must be postmarked on or before April 5, 2004. It must contain your name, address, signature, a statement clearly expressing
your intent to be excluded, and a reference to In re: Kansas Microsoft Litigation, Consolidated Case No. 99 CV 17089.

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT OR THE CLERK’S OFFICE FOR INFORMATION.

Dated: November 4, 2003 The Honorable Allen R. Slater
District Judge
Johnson County District Court
Olathe, Kansas

School Calendar
Colby Public  Schools

Monday, Jan. 12 - Black Day. High school scholars bowl at Oberlin
at 4 p.m. Seventh and eighth grade scholars bowl at 5 p.m. at Goodland.

Tuesday, Jan. 13 - Orange Day. High school scholar’s bowl at Norton
at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 14 - Black Day. NWKL meeting at Colby at 10
a.m. 21st Century Learner discussion at administration building at 3:45
p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 15 - Orange Day.
Friday, Jan. 16 - Black Day.
Breakfast, Monday - gooey roll, apple juice, milk, cereal. Tuesday -

waffle styx, syrup, grape juice, milk, cereal. Wednesday - apple nut
muffin, orange juice, cereal, milk. Thursday - tastries, pineapple
chunks, cereal, milk. Friday - breakfast burrito, apple juice, milk, ce-
real.  Lunch, Monday - spaghetti beef, veggies, fruit, dessert, milk. Tues-
day - hot dog, veggies, fruit, dessert, milk. Wednesday - Soup Day,
chilli, chicken noodle, veggie beef, raw veggies, strawberry fruit mix,
crackers, cinnamon roll, milk. Thursday - chalupa, veggies, fruit, des-
sert, milk. Friday - bieroc or ham and cheese sandwich/pocket, chips/
scalloped potatoes, veggies, fruit, dessert, milk.

Sacred Heart School
Monday, Jan. 12 - School council.
Lunch - Monday, Sloppy Joe. Tuesday, macaroni and cheese.

Wednesday, deli sandwich. Thursday, chicken fried steak. Friday,
burrito.

Brewster Public Schools
Web site at www.usd314.ks.us

Monday, Jan. 12 - 4-H meeting at 7:30 p.m. at Hunter Hall.

Diary stuns husband after wife’s death
Abigail
Van Buren

• Dear
   Abby

DEAR ABBY: My mother and
dad had a full and happy 62 years
together. She died last year.

While going through her things,
we found several old diaries that
Mother kept until a few months af-
ter marrying Dad (from ages 15 to
21).

Well, Dad read them and saw that
Mom had dated a lot of men before
they married, even one of his best
friends. She wrote that there was
also another man she wanted to
marry, but he had a girlfriend in
another town, and it was not to be.
Apparently Dad had been unaware
of it.  Dad was devastated. Now he’s
telling all his friends how wild Mom
was. This, after 62 years of devo-
tion, love and two children.

The purpose of my letter is to
warn diarists to please destroy any
writings not meant for others to
read. Get rid of them! Dad is 85 and
brokenhearted.

— SAD IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR SAD: Your point is well
taken. However, someone needs
to tell your father to stop feeling
sorry for himself and to remem-
ber the good times.

If he’s worried about his de-

ceased wife’s past, the truth is, she
didn’t have much time for one.
It’s time to end the pity party and
dwell on the positive.

DEAR ABBY: My 13-year-old
daughter, “Rose,” has had a boy-
friend, “Jason,” for nearly a year. He
is 12. I just found out they’ve been
having sex, and I’m putting Rose on
birth control.

Jason never spends much quality
time with her. I try to tell her that he
is young and not ready for a serious
relationship, but she doesn’t hear it.
My heart aches when I hear Rose
crying on the phone because they’re
arguing. Rose revolves her life
around Jason. She doesn’t want to
do anything with me or her friends
anymore. Her attitude has changed
tremendously, and she is losing in-
terest in school. I have asked Rose
to sign up for some kind of activity.
She refuses. I don’t know what to

do. Please help.
— WORRIED MOM

DEAR MOM: It’s time to as-
sert yourself. Rose and Jason are
both too young to be having sex or
even an exclusive relationship. It
is up to you to help your daugh-
ter understand that as much as
she might wish it, Jason is unable
to give her the attention and com-
mitment she’s craving. You didn’t
mention if there is a father in your
daughter’s life. If there isn’t, per-
haps another adult male in the
family can help.

Family counseling for you and
Rose could be helpful. It will help
to reopen the avenue of commu-
nication between you. Her priori-
ties are seriously out of whack,
and you are not reaching her. At
this age, she should be developing
social and intellectual skills.

DEAR ABBY: My son is a col-
lege student with an extremely de-
manding major. I have become con-
cerned about his mental health.

Last year he began taking an
overload of classes, a large number
of extracurricular activities, and
started a part-time job. As a result,
he now feels too stressed to con-
tinue school and his grades have
dropped. He is also making errors
at work and getting into trouble for
taking too many days off.

He dropped all his extracurricu-
lar activities, but his grades have not
improved. Neither has his perfor-
mance at work. He is now in dan-
ger of failing school and being fired
from his job. In addition, he’s devel-
oping a short temper.

— SCARED DAD

DEAR DAD: The most impor-
tant thing is your son’s health and
peace of mind. Encourage him to
slow down and take an extra year
to complete his studies. Even
though it may be more expensive,
it will be worth it. Since your son
is a student and has access to a
student health center, he should
make a point of dropping in, dis-
cussing his concerns and getting
checked out. Some short-term
psychological counseling can
help him lower his stress level.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: A
happy union is not one of perfect
partners, but the triumph of love
over imperfections.

— J. HODGES, PORTLAND,
ORE.


