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FINALLY!
Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed

at AFFORDABLE Rates.
Insurance is Underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company

800-783-9417

ROUND TRIP TRAVEL 140 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
 1-888-690-7077

462-6999
FAX: 462-3824

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel
CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR
ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR
HAWAII - Air & hotel
LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!!

Ask about AAA, AARP, Senior
& Companion, Corporate

and Government discounts!

• • VACATION SPECIALS • •
From (per adult) $250

$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

No. of nights 4
3
3
5
7
3
3

Max. 45

WORLDWIDE:
Vacation

Packages,
Cruises, Tours,
Groups, Flights,
Hotels, Trains,

Cars

BOOK SPRING BREAK NOW!!

ALL SPECIALS MAY BE FOR
 SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

Save $$

College can open many
doors for your children...
529 college savings plans
offer a powerful way to save
for education expenses. Call
today for an appointment!

Investment Center
Located at

Lisa Wilson
Financial Advisor

Phone: 785-460-3321
Toll Free: 877-460-3321
240 W. 4th, Colby, KS

• NOT FDIC insured
• NOT GUARANTEED by
    Farmers and Merchants Bank
• Subject to Risk and may lose value
         OSJ (816) 753-7859

RAYMOND   AMESJ
Securities Offered Exclusively Through

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC
MEMBER: NASD/FIPC

An independent broker/dealer

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry  •  785-460-7773

Birds Alternatives
Corn Stoves-Pellet Stoves-Wood Stoves

Country Flame - Avalon

Gary & Caroline Bird
2785 North Range, Colby, KS 67701

Home: 1-785-462-7118
Cell: 1-785-443-1364

PELLET BARBEQUE GRILLS

Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

Dr. A.J. Warta 25  years of experience as a
 licensed chiropractor

Where you can still get a full-spine adjustment for 1980’s fees!

BC/BS  CAP Provider
Simple Care Provider

Science
and Nature

Working Together
For You!

Monday & Wednesday:
 2:00-7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

415 N. Franklin  •  Colby  •  785-460-3350

Hometown Packaging
UPS & USPS Center

Specializing in:
Shipping  •  Packing  •  Gift Wrap

Open 7 Days a week in KS Country Store
Southwind Plaza, Colby, KS

785-462-7843

Design • Remodel • Installation THE TOOL
BOX

Affordable Granite Countertops
See our samples at Inlow Interiors

• KITCHENS • BATHS •
• CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS •

“Serving Colby and the Area
Since 1984”

Business Directory
New Beginnings

Counseling
Services

Specializing in Children,
Adolescent, Individual,

Marital and Family
Counseling.

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Evening Appointments

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory,
call Crystal or Shelby at 462-3963.

Call 462-3963 or stop by
155 W. 5th St., Colby

nwkansas.com

Pool Tables
$34 per month

• Bar &  Bar Stools
• 3 in 1 Game Tables
• Darts
• Poker Tables
• Lamps

• Cue Racks & Sticks
• Starter kits
• Game Table Chairs
• Wide Selection of
   Billiard Tables

FREE Accessory Kit with
Pool Table Purchase!

No Payments
till Spring

2003 (O.A.C.)

1200 W. 4th
Colby, KS • 462-8350

It’s the Logical Choice!TM

Cal Spas DBA/Karlin Enterprises

No Job Too Big or Small!!

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
Commercial • Residential

650 N. Grant • Colby, KS 67701

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995
800-611-6735

Chris & Beth
Lewon

“We do windows!”

START WITH A PLAN!

JIM OLIVER, CHFC
BRANCH MANAGER
785-460-2226
800-400-3990

KLOE/730 AM • MONDAYS at 9:30 a.m. CST
Listen to “DOs, DON’Ts & DOLLARS”

Securities offered exclusively through

IRA’s-RETIREMENT PLANS-529 COLLEGE SAVINGS
MUTUAL FUNDS-ANNUITIES-STOCKS-BONDS

CD’s-LIFE INSURANCE-LONG TERM CARE INS.

The start of a new year raises many, many questions
A new year has arrived and with

it all sorts of ideas and pondering
about what it will bring.

For a librarian, that begs several
questions. Who will be that special
author that catches everyone’s eye
in 2004?

Will the majority of books con-
tinue to be mysteries and courtroom
dramas or will biographies and true
stories rule the roost?

Will books about the American
Revolution remain in high demand
or will the Civil War books make a
comeback—not to mention WWII
stories?

Will everyone be scurrying
around to read the latest Scott
Petersen trial account or will they be

JoAnne Sunderman

•Library Link

more inclined to want to read about
Osama bin Laden?

Whatever the new year brings in
terms of books, Pioneer Memorial
Library will be ready.

There are a few blockbusters we
already have on order and some
debut novels we’d like you to try.

Whatever your preference, the li-
brary will always do its best to pro-
vide for you.

John Grisham has another court-
room drama coming out soon. He
keeps hinting that this one could be
the last in this genre, but I’ll believe
that when I see it.

His new one, called The Last Ju-
ror, is said to be a new thriller that
incorporates his signature of
themes of corruption, high drama
and the quest for the truth in today’s
justice system.

 Although we have not received
it yet, Grisham’s books are always
in high demand so you might want
to give the library a call and have us
reserve a copy for you when it
comes.

James Patterson is back with a
new book starring FBI Agent Alex
Cross (Kiss the Girls, Along Came
a Spider, etc.) called The Big Bad
Wolf. This one goes back to the on-
set of Alex’s career with the FBI
when he is instructed to hunt down
a band of kidnappers who are
snatching people and possibly sell-
ing them into slavery.

Alex becomes frustrated while
trying to solve the case, especially
with the Bureau’s outdated meth-

ods. In addition, mysterious threats
against Cross’s family complicate
the case as well.

The Big Bad Wolf is sure to be an-
other hit for this author so you might
want to call and have us put your
name on the reserve list. It is avail-
able on audio tape and CD as well.

Former President Jimmy Carter
has written a lot of memoirs and
history books but now the Nobel
laureate and best selling author has
decided to make his debut into fic-
tion with a book called The Hornet’s
Nest.

The story offers a richly textured
study of the American South during
the Revolutionary War. It follows
Ethan Pratt, his wife Epsey, and

their neighbors Kindred and Mavis
Morris as they become caught up in
the conflict and the growing prob-
lems confronting the local Indian
tribe. The Hornet’s Nest takes a loot
at the War for Independence in a
whole new way.

Stop by Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary and start the new year off
right.

We are located at 375 W. Fourth
and are open seven days a week as
follows: Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-5
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and
Sunday 1-4 p.m.

For  information contact the li-
brary at 462-4470. We look forward
to serving you.

Holiday guests abound in Winona
Robin, Barbara Fisher and Randall
Fisher. Virgil and Roberta Christy
of Hoxie, Bill and Angie Sroufe,
Dalene Bartell, Glen Kemp and
Kyle Bartell were Christmas Day
guests of Joyce Bartell.

Pat and Clarence Kahle enjoyed
their families on several occasions.
Christmas Day Kim and John Brug-
geman of Hoxie were dinner guests.
Later in the day the Kahles and
Bruggemans went to the home of
Kurt and Pam Kahle for a family
gathering along with Russ, Grant
and Evan Kahle. Patsy and Cla-
rence hosted a post-Christmas din-
ner on Saturday for Cory Horinek
of Topeka, who was also an over-
night guest, Kim and John Brug-
geman, Kurt and Pam Kahle, Evan
and Grant, and ReChelle Kennedy,
Ashley, Chase and Jared of Hoxie.

Darrin and Jacklyn Fulton of
Manhattan and Alicia Fulton and
Trenton of Overland Park spent
Christmas with their parents, Mar-
shall and Tammy Fulton. Gladys
Fulton and Dorothy Francis of
Colby joined them for dinner on
Christmas Day. Marshall and Tam-
my traveled to Manhattan Friday
and were guests of Darrin and
Jacklyn Fulton, returning to Wino-
na on Sunday.

John and Tonya Lamb’s Christ-
mas Eve guests were Beth Lamb,
Jason and Molly Lamb and Maddie
and Amy Lamb who is a student at
Fort Hays State University. Amy
spent several days with John, Ton-
ya, Gus and Kelly. Christmas Day
dinner guests of John and Tonya,

Gus and Kelly Lamb were Amy
Lamb, Beth Lamb and Charlie and
Pat Norton and Carson of Leoti.

The Pepperl siblings met at the
home of Therese Phillipi in Norton
Christmas Day. Family members
included Adam, Billy, Jay and Anita
Phillipi, John Pepperl of Winona,
Tom and Lori Pepperl from Kear-
ney, Neb. and Marie Brier and Tim
of Hays.

The country home of Roscoe and
Harv Kahle was bustling with holi-
day gaiety while Jim and Becky
Denning, Ralph, Matt and Andy
from Wichita were house guests of
Roscoe and Harv. Christmas Eve
Laura Kahle, Auston and AyOnna
from Oakley joined the family for
supper and a gift exchange. Kysha
and Kasiah Nichols were also
guests. Christmas Day, the Den-
nings were dinner guests, returning
to their home in Wichita Dec. 26.
Sunday, Roscoe and Harv Kahle
wen to Kanorado for a post-Christ-
mas celebration with Kerry and
Michele Kahle. Kerry and Michele
had spent Christmas in Denver. Jeff
and Jana Kahle of WaKeeney spent
Christmas in North Carolina with
daughter, Linda and Chris Carter, so
they were unable to be with family
in Winona.

After the sun had set in the west-
ern sky and dark prevailed over
Winona, five ladies set out to view
some of the spectacular exhibits
depicting holiday scenes and
crèches.

The plan was to head east and
drive through the panorama created
by Kurt and Pam Kahle. The next
stop was north of Winona where

every little detail was pointed out on
the circle drive at the home of
Roscoe and Harv Kahle. Several
yards and homes in town were ap-
pealing to the eye and tastefully
decorated. The magnitude and di-
versity of the spectacular sight at the
home of Bob and Virginia Arn-
berger was a delightful finale of the
evening for Erma Latham, LaVonne
Baxter, Donita Goyen, Doneta
Gates and Jean Lowe.

With the festivities in the past, it
is now time for the aura to change.
Western Plains Arts Association is
bringing the Seem-To-Be Players to
Oakley. “The Tales of Tom Sawyer”
is designed to delight audience
members of all ages. Sunday, Jan.
11 at 3 p.m. at the Oakley High
School auditorium is the place to be
to enjoy a play that will feature
some music with a contemporary
bluegrass feel.
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Even if
 you don’t

feel like
getting out,

you can

Snowball festival nears for dancers
The Shooting Stars Singles

Square Dance Club in Hays is
sponsoring its annual Snowball
Festival Jan. 16 and 17 in the
Black and Gold Ballroom in the
Fort Hays State University Me-
morial Union, 600 Park St., in
Hays.

On Friday, Jan. 16, area callers

and cuers will start with rounds
from 7 to 8 p.m. and follow with
squares from 8-10:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 17 will feature Lanny
Weakland of Omaha, Neb. as the
caller and Jim and Carol Tucker of
Lincoln, Neb. will be the cuers.
There will be a round workshop at
10 a.m., a square workshop at 1 p.m.

and a plus dance at 3 p.m.
Rounds will be from 7-7:45

p.m. Saturday followed by the
grand march at 7:45 p.m. Squares
and rounds will run from 8-10:30
p.m.  Singles and couples are wel-
come.

For information, call (785)
726-4432.

Water levels dropping significantly
By ROXANA HEGEMAN

Associated Press Writer
WICHITA (AP) — With drought

lingering in western Kansas,
groundwater levels appear to have
fallen dramatically for the second
year in a row, the Kansas Geologi-
cal Survey said Monday.

The early findings are unofficial;
the annual survey of 500 water
wells in central and western Kansas
is only half complete, said Rex
Buchanan, the associate director of
the Kansas Geological Survey,
which is based at the University of
Kansas.

In a telephone interview en route
to a well near Garden City,
Buchanan said the survey’s water
specialists are finding just what
they expected: water level drops
very similar to last year’s numbers.

“It exacerbates an already tough
situation,” Buchanan said.

The geological survey’s study is
conducted annually in conjunction
with a survey of an additional 700
wells measured by the Kansas De-
partment of Agriculture’s Division

of Water Resources. Between them,
the two agencies measure water
wells in 47 Kansas counties.

Water specialists started taking
measurements in northwestern
Kansas on Friday, moving south to
Syracuse, Garden City and Liberal
over the weekend. They expect to
finish around Dodge City on Tues-
day.

Final measurements will not be
available until next month, but spe-
cialists comparing notes daily dur-
ing throughout the survey are al-
ready predicting declines as severe
as those found last January.

Those measurements showed
groundwater levels dropped an av-
erage of 2.5 feet in northwestern
Kansas, 4.75 feet in southwestern
Kansas and 1.5 feet in west-central
Kansas between January 2002 to
January 2003.

“We were expecting to see things
very similar,” Buchanan said. “It
was just as dry in northwestern Kan-
sas this summer as it was the previ-
ous summer.”

For several years groundwater

declines had “flattened out” some
because of conservation measures
and wetter weather during the
1990s. But the big declines of the
past two years are the result of
people pumping more to make up
for the lack of rainfall, he said.

It has been so dry in some parts
of the state for so many summers
that survey crews this week have
come across irrigation wells al-
ready putting water on the ground
to make up for the lack of subsur-
face moisture. They found the same
thing happening a year ago.

The water well measurements are
taken at the same time each January,
after the end of the irrigation season,
which gives water levels a chance
to stabilize.

Most of the measured wells are
used for irrigation — tapping into
the High Plains aquifer, which in-
cludes the Ogallala aquifer. Re-
charge on the Ogallala is typically
less than a half inch a year, regard-
less of rainfall.

“There is no question it speeds
the depletion up,” Buchanan said.


