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Highway 36 Association considers four-lane expressway

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN — Representativesfromthe
U.S. Highway 36 Association talked with
the Decatur County commissioners Tues-
day morning about plansto maketheroad
afour-lane expressway.

Steve Haynes, publisher of The Oberlin
Herald, and Bob Strevey, aNorcatur area
farmer and retired military man, met with
thecounty officialstotell themtheassocia-
tion and itslong-term goal.

Haynes said the association represents
13 countiesalong U.S. 36 in Kansas. The
ideaisto have two board members from
each county, he said. They try to promote
traffic on the highway and keep the condi-

tion of theroad up.

Thelong-term project, said Haynes, isto
widenthehighway tofour lanesstarting at
theeast end. Hesaid theassociation doesn’t
haveany illusion that the project will hap-
pen overnight, but thinksitisworth work-
ingon.

A lot of the Kansas Department of
Transportation’smoney goestoworkingon
existing roads and re-building them, he
said, not building new ones, but the asso-
ciationisstartingtolook intothewholepro-
cess.

When the board met in Phillipsburg in
late October, the group decided to get a
study for thefour lanehighway and get the
process started.

Goodland approves

Haynessaidthevision of theassociation
inthenext 20 yearsistojustify afour-lane
highway asfar asBelleville.

The state, he said, moved much of the
traffic and highway-related businesses to
the Colby and Goodland areaswhenit built
Interstate 70. He said hewould like to see
some of that come back thisway on U.S.
36.

The association isn’t asking the county
for anything at this time, he said. The
project is going to cost about $50,000
among 13 counties.

Haynes said the association will prob-
ably look at privatemoney first, thengrants
and then maybe ask for some help from
those 13 counties. Thestudy would bedone

by theDocking Instituteat Fort Hays State
University.

How many milesarethere across Deca-
tur County? asked Commissioner Patricia
Glenn.

Haynessaid the county is30 mileswide
and the highway is pretty much a straight
line. Headded that thehighway throughthe
county isin pretty good shape.

Strevey said that countiesin this area
don’t havethe samekind of pull with rep-
resentationin Topekalikeit usedtobe. Mr.
Haynes said the association will have to
takethefactstothestate, andthenitisabig
money game.

Thehighway, said Strevey, isvital toeco-
nomic devel opment inthewholearea, and

thisis one of the least developed areas in
the state. Haynes said they want to try tc
have the project in the next state highway
plan.

Glenn asked how they would put afour
lanethrough Oberlin. Haynessaidthestudy
would provide an answer to that question,
but it would have to come from peoplein
Oberlin.

It might comeright through the present
location with alittle widening, he said, or
shift north of town.

Themen asked thecommissionerstotalk
with other commissioners along the high-
way and see what they think. Haynes said
in order to get the project done, the coun-
tiesneed to join together.

Regional Medical Center approves new budget

GOODLAND — Renner
Fieldwill get lightsonthecross-
wind runway under a $170,000
grant from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation aviation
division, andlast week, thecom-
mission approved the city’s por-
tion of the project.

City Manager Ron Pickman
said at a City Commision meet-
ing Dec. 15 that the grant letter
had come in that day, and re-
quired action by thecommission
before the next meeting. He
asked the commission to amend
the agendato add theitem.

Pickman said the project will
install new lighting for thecross-
wind runway paidfor 75 percent
by the state and 25 percent by the
city. The total cost is $!70,000,
withthestate paying amaximum
of $127,500andthecity $42,500.

City Commissioner Chuck
L utterssaidthisisagreat upgrade
for the airport, and that having
lightsonthecrosswindwouldbe
atremendousimprovement.

Commissioner Dave Daniels

grant for new lights

said hethought it was avaluable
project, and that the airport was
important tothefutureof thecity.

Commissioner Dean Blume
agreed.

“We need to keep upgrading
our airport,” Blume said.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked if
the city had the match money in
thebudget, and Pickman said that
therewasmoney set asidefor the
airport.

“Wetriedtodothisthroughthe
federal program whenwegot the
new lights this year on the main
runway,” hesaid.

“However, we were unableto
get that done because there were
no existing lights on the cross-
wind runway.

“Withthisgrant fromthestate,
wewill beableto qualify for any
futurefederal grantsfor that run-
way.”

The commission unanimously
approved the grant and told the
mayor tosignthepaperstobesent
back to the state to accept the
money.

Cattle auctions canceled
as prices fall with mad cow

TOPEKA (AP) — SomeKansas
cattle auctions were canceled last
week aspricesfell inresponsetothe
discovery of mad cow diseasein a

IDeaths

Jack G. Grove

Jack G. Grove, 74, of El Dorado,
died Friday, Jan. 2, 2004 at Via
Christi/St. Joseph Medical Center
inWichita.

Serviceswill beat 11 am. Tues-
day, Jan. 6 at Carlson Funeral Home
in El Dorado. Cremation will fol-
low the services. Mr. Groveissur-
vived by hiswife, Marlene, three
sons, Mike Grove of Colby, Rick
Groveof PineBluff, Wyo. and Scott
Grove of Soldier; one daughter,
Sarah Cope of Florence; one bro-
ther, Don Grove of El Dorado; one
sister, Patty Haskell of El Dorado;
nine grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

He was born April 21, 1929 at
Wewoka, Okla. to Clifton G. and
Pearl G. JohnsonGrove. Helivedin
El Dorado for most of hislife and
graduated from El Dorado High
School. He also attended Butler
County Community College.

Mr. Groveworked for Skelly Oil
Company for 25 years and also
farmed and ranched in the Chelsea
and Cassoday communities. He
married Marlene Dickerson on
Sept. 29, 1950in El Dorado.

He had also worked with the El
Dorado Lake Parks and Wildlife.
Hewasamember of the First Bap-
tist Church and his hobbies were
fishing and woodworking.

Memorials are suggested in his
nameto the Leukemia Society and
may be left at Carlson Funeral
Homein El Dorado.

Don Wilson

DonWilson, 61, of Wichita, died
Saturday, Jan. 3, 2004 in Wichita.
Serviceswill beat 10a.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 7,2004 at Gehricand Sons
Funeral Home in Sydney, Neb.
Visitation will be from5to 7 p.m.
at the funeral home Tuesday.

Wilson wasalong-time resident
of Thomas County.

Editor’s note: See page 4 for
other deaths.

M arkets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-PlainsCo-op
Wheat $3.78
Corn $2.47
Milo $4.10

Soybeans $7.36

WashingtonstateHolstein, but sell-
ers said they planned to hold auc-
tionsthisweek.

DelaineRezac said nooncecom-
plained last week about hiscancel-
ing his auction at the Rezac Live-
stock Commission Co. that’s nor-
mally held each Tuesday in St.
Marys, about 30 milesnorthwest of
Topeka.

By Tuesday, feeder cattle had
fallen about $15 per hundred-
weight.

Our phone number
has changed.
Our new phone # is
460-7588 and our fax is
now 460-2396

Heartland Rural
Counseling Services, Inc.

By SHARON CORCORAN
The Goodland Star-News

GOODLAND — The Goodland
Regional Medical Center board ap-
proved a 2004 budget with a pro-
posed $288,000 net income at a
meeting Monday, Dec. 15.

Theboardreviewed November’'s
financial reports and approved an
asset transfer agreement to merge
Rural Health Ventures.

Chief Financial Officer Jim
Precht presented aprojected budget
to the board, showing total operat-
ing revenue for next year of
$9,041,000; revenuedeductionsof
$4,543,000; operating expenses of
$9,240,000; a $94,000 loss from
operations; and $288,000in netin-
come after county tax support is
added back in.

Precht said he was conservative
on some projections to allow for
changing circumstances. One fig-
ure he said might be low was the
estimate of tax collections by the
county of $375,000for theyear. He
said hewasallowing for the possi-
bility that somepeoplewouldn’tbe
ableto pay their property taxes.

Although the hospital’s acute
patient census has dropped 30 per-
cent in 2000-03, Precht said, nurs-
ing administration projected a 19
percentincreasefor 2004, apatient
volumecomparabletothatin 1999,
2000 and 2001.

The patient volumes for those
years were 884, 879 and 820, re-
spectively. The projected patient
volumefor 20041s893. Thepatient
volumein 2002 was 685, and hos-
pital official shaveestimatedfinish-
ing 2003 with 751 patients for the
year.

Precht attributed the drop in pa-
tients to changes in the medical
staff. Hesaidthecurrent staff of five
family physicians and three nurse
practitionerswill provide stability
and likely increasereferrals.

Theproposed budget anti cipates
that thehospital will becomeacriti-
cal access hospital and have ahos-
pital-based rural health clinic be-
ginning March 1, Precht said, and
that the hospital will thus see im-
proved Medicare reimbursement.

Thebudget reflectsreductionsof
the equivalent of 2.35 full-time
employees, Precht said, between
theinsurance office, admitting and
information systems. The hospital
does not plan to lay anyone off,
Administrator Jay Jolly said, but
will continue to reorganize. When
some employees |leave, he said,
their duties will be absorbed into
other positions.

Thereisaprojected net increase

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS:

New Year’s
Specials

Pre-owned pianos
Baldwin Spinet like new
Baldwin Home studio oak cabinet
Young Chang walnut console
Yamaha P22 walnut studio
Yamaha P22 Oak studio 2 yrs. old
4 repossessed Grand Pianos - Great buys
Steinway console piano - very good.

Delivery-financing-warranties-service

PIANOS UNLIMITED, INC.

1-800-201-4551

for nursing administration of .39
full-time equivalents, Precht said,
andal5percentincreaseinnursing
hours per patient day. The rest of
hospital departmentswill remainat
current staffing levels, hesaid, and
noraiseshavebeenfactoredintothe
budget.

Whether or not raises will be
given, Jolly said, may dependonthe
hospital’sfinancial performance. If
raisesaretobegiventhatwouldsig-
nificantly change the budget, he
said, thebudget canberevisedor if
the hospital is saving money else-
where, raisesmay not require such
arevision. The projected positive
cash flow should cover the hos-
pital’sfinancial obligations, Precht
said, and allow for equipment pur-
chases.

Inaproposed capital budget, the
financial officer listed possible
equipment purchases for 2004-06

Annual Early
Sign-up Meeting
January 11, 2004
3:00 p.m.

CCC - Student Union

Room 106

Colby Girls Fast Pitch
Association
P.O. Box 275 = Colby, KS 67701
For information contact:
Bus. Mgr. Tanya Staats
460-6537

alongwithestimated costs. Possible
purchases include office equip-
ment, especially copy machines;
kitchen equipment; radiology
equipment; medical equipment;
and repairs on the hospital’s air-
plane. Precht said with the amount
of money likely to be spent on air-
craftrepairsinthenextthreeyears,
theboard could consider tradingthe
planerather than repairing.

SYANVA =
THOUSANDS

ON YOUR
TRUCK
don’t replace - REPOWER

With a
Remanufactured
Marshall Engine

3 YEAR
100,000 MILE
Parts and Labor Warranty

Federated

2}

Vet More Than Ju

S & W SUPPLY

185 West Fifth Street, Colby, Kansas 67701
(785) 462-3373 (800) 747-3394

MARSHALL

ENGINE HEADQUARTERS

Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

Celebrating Hometown Life

(available in trade area only)
See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS

NATIONAL BANK ~ 460-2000

Learn 1O Fly

For Business, PleAsure OR A CAREER ﬁ

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL
Beginning Mid-January AT THE
Colby Municipal AiRpoRrT

For MORE informATION cALL:

Ken Bixenvan @ 462-77%% OR
MarRk OsTMEYER @ 462-4478

RAWLINS

SPECIALTY CLINICS

707 GRANT STREET - ATWOOD, KANSAS 67730

(785)626-3211

Bringing Specialized Healthcare To Your Community

(" January 2004 )

Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
ar. Rutbilnowlitz Dr. Reeves Dr. Reeves
Oﬁ?jo%;'%imc Podiatry Clinic | Podiatry Clinic
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Dr. Curtis Dr. Curry
Cardiology Urology Clinic
Clinic
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Dr. Miller Dr. Albers
Cardiology Cardiology
Clinic Clinic
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE CALL (785)626-3211 “:
Cheryl Banister, RN - Specialty Clinic Director
Thank you for allowing us to assist in your healthcare. H :

IS closing

40% off on
four

Oakl

Closing Business Sale

After Seven Years of serviceto
Oakley and Northwest Kansas,

[ he Olive Branch
Books and Gifts

Becky, Chris, Melissaand all our past
employees want to sincerely thank you for
your encouragement and patronage.

Entire store inventory

will be 30% off:
Dec. 30th - 10:00 to 5:30
Dec. 31st - 10:00 to 3:00
Closed on New Year’s Day

days!

Friday, Jan. 2nd 10:00 - 5:00
Saturday, Jan. 3rd 10:00 - 5:00
Friday, Jan. 9th 10:00 - 5:00
Saturday, Jan. 10th 10:00 - 5:00

Sale excludes al consignment items
All Gift Cards must be redeemed by Jan. 10th.

Olive Branch Books & Gifts
217 Center Ave.

ey, Kansas 67748

785-672-4075

1t’s door.

these final




