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Members of the Colby Booster Club spent quite a few hours last Friday night getting advertising
banners displayed around the track at Dennen Field during the football scrimmage. For many
years, the club has sold the banners to area businesses as a way of raising money, whichin turn
buys items to help with school activities. One of the more recent purchases by the Booster Club
was a new type of shoulder pads for football players at a cost of about $800. Among those help-
ing put the banners up last week were: Anita Powell (foreground), Joel Powell, Travis Powell
and Wayne Sulzman. Joel said the club has 98 banners up with 5 more either getting repaired or
being added. If any business or individual is interested in displaying their “Eagle Pride,” Powell
said to call any booster club member for information.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Some grumbling over new
rules, principal tells board

But all-in-all, things are going okay

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

New handbook rulesare causing
alittle grumbling, Colby High
School’s principal told the school
board at its Tuesday meeting.

The board heard from principal
Brian Kraus on the new handbook
rules. He said there’s been alittle
grumbling about therulesandregu-
|ationsregarding piercings.

School board member Kevan
Taylor asked what the policy ison
earrings or eye rings. “The policy
isn'twrittenaswell asl like,” Kraus
said. However, he said that the is-
suewill behandledonanindividua
basis. He said when there’'sanew
standard putinto practice, someone
will alwayshaveaproblemwithit.
“Therereally haven'tbeenany sig-
nificant problems,” he said. “It's
been fairly smooth.”

Kraus said students aren’t al-

Therereally haven’t been any sig-
nificant problems. It's been fairly smooth.”

Brian Kraus,
Colby High School principal

lowedtohaveavisiblefacial pierc-
ing, like apierced lip or eyebrow,
but earrings are allowed.

“They’ re asked to remove them
(thefacia piercings),” hesaid.“It's
an all or nothing sort of situation.”

SuperintendentKirk Nielsensaid
heunderstandstheinterpretation of
therulesand Krausisbeing consis-
tentwithit. Grade school Principal
Terrel Harrison said theschool year
has started off well there. Middle
school Principal Robb Ross said
students are doing 30 minutes of
reading aday and that athleticsfor

his studentskick off thisweek.

In other matters:

e Theboard approved abid from
A.J. Electric in the amount of
$54,696 for middleschool lighting
system renovations.

« Theboard approved emergency
substitute teaching licenses, out of
districtfieldtrips, threespecia edu-
cation paraprofessional sand out of
district student requests.

The board also went into execu-
tive session to discuss personnel
issues, but took no action when the
meeting reopened to the public. .

Fire calls
know no
holiday

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Labor Day was anything but re-
laxing for Colby firefighters who
werecalled out twice— oncefor an
atticfanmalfunctionandlater when
sometypeof vehiclehitagasmeter
causing gasto spew outinaresiden-
tial area.
Theatticfanfirewasreported at
about 3:45p.m.,said J.L.Ellis, ser-
viceofficer withthecity firedepart-
ment, after someonecalled“ 911" to
report seeing flames coming from
thetop of ahouseat 540 N. Chick.
Fire officials speculated that
something might have gotten
caught inthefan blade, such asthe
screen used to keep birdsand other
debrisfromgettinginside, resulting
initgettingtangledinthebladeand
causing thefanto overheat scorch-
ing the areaaround the fan and the
fanitself.
Firefightersventilatedtheatticto
remove the smoke and although
damagewasminor, theatticfanand

some of the roof shingles which
melted some of the asphalt will
need to bereplaced, he said.

Ellissaidthesetypeof atticfans
are powered by athermostat that
normally will kick on at 90 to 95
degrees. When firefighters ar-
rived at the scene, the first thing
they did was shut off all the utili-
ties, whichmight haveal sohel ped
tode-energizethefanandlimitthe
damage from being more exten-
sive, hesaid.

Inthesecondincident, aneigh-
bor in the area of West 7th and
Grant St. called to report a“hiss-
ing and gas smell” in the alley
behind 665 N. Grant. Two
firefighters and employees from
Midwest Energy responded and
discovered that a gas meter was
struck by sometype of vehicle.

Ellissaidfirefighterswerethere
tomakesuretheleakinggasdidn’'t
becomeahazardto arearesidents
while Midwest officialsrepaired
the problem.

Comfortable

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 50s. East
winds 10 to 15 mph becoming
southeast 5to 10 mph after mid-
night. Thursday...Partly cloudy
in the morning then clearing.
Highsinthemid 80s. Southeast
winds5to 15mphshiftingtothe
south 10to 15 mphin the after-
noon. Thur sday night...Mostly
clear. Lows in the mid 50s.
Friday...Mostly sunny in the
morning then becoming partly
cloudy. Highsaround 90. Friday
evening...Mostly clear. Lowsin
the upper 50s.

By thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 88

L ow thismorning, 53

Records for the date, 105 in
1947 and 32in 1974

Year ago today, 89 and 58

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 0.00

Year’s precipitation to date,
14.00

2002's precipitation to date,
8.78

Water Usage/Colby

Sept. 2 = 3.025 million gal-
lons

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
otherfiguresarefromtheNorth-
west Research-Extension Cen-
ter, Colby and the Colby Public
Works Department..

Jail needs some atter

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
The Thomas County jail needs
somemaintenance. But getting that
isnot assimpleasit might sound
Undersheriff Mike Baughn was
at thecommissionersmeetingMon-
day todiscusstheissue. Hesaid he
solicited proposals from several
companies to do maintenance on
the county’s jail system, such as
locksthat need to berebuilt and the
access doorsthat need somework.
But the only proposal he received

was from Integrity Steel Works,
Colorado Springs, Colo., for ap-
proximately $2,950 for an initial
cleaning.

Baughnwanted afive-year main-
tenance agreement but wasn'’t sure
what the cost would be for the en-
tire five-year period because the
company didn’t provideit.

County Commissioner Ron
Evanstold himto find out and also
suggested trying out the company
for ayear to see how things go.

Baughn said they did do awalk-

through and found the locks and
doors need some work just to im-
provethings.

“It really needs a complete go-
through to get everything up to
snuff,” hesaid.

“It doesneed somemaintenance.
| think it's important we get on a
maintenance schedule.”

In other business, the commis-
sionersheardfromMark Ostmeyer,
airport manager, regarding a pro-
posed antennatower. Ostmeyer said
National Public Television would

like to put up an antennain the
county but it exceedsFederal Avia-
tion Administration obstruction
standards.

The proposed tower would be
1,267 feet tall and the FAA iscon-
ducting astudy to determineif the
tower will affect navigableairspace
in the area. “The county really
doesn’t have any ordinances on
this,” he said. “The FAA doesn’t
have a problem with it the way it
stands.”

Ostmeyer said it could beacon-

tion, but not many interested

cernlater onif itiserected because
it could have an effect on ap-
proachesto theairport.

Also, he said he would like the
county towork with thecity onthe
matter and he doesn’t want to run
anyone out, but only wantsto pro-
tect theairport.

Evans said he wasfine with that
and the commi ssionerswoul d sup-
port an ordinanceto protect theair-
port and itsfuture growth.

“We're on the same page,” he
said.

Death toll
climbs to six
In drownings

EMPORIA (AP) — The death
toll from the raging waters that
swept carsoff theKansas Turnpike
during the weekend rose to six
Tuesday, when searchersrecovered
the bodies of a Texas man and the
mother of four children who also
drowned.

Thebody of MelissaRogers, 33,
of Glenaire, Mo., wasfoundaround
7:30 a.m. about 2 miles from the

turnpikeinareservoir pond, Empo-
riaFire Chief Jack Taylor said.

Thebody of Al Larsen, 31, of Fort
Worth, Texas, was found in the
same general areaabout two hours
|ater.

Larsen and the Rogers family
drowned after heavy rain sent a 6-
footwall of water over turnpikelate
Saturday about 11 miles south of
here. Melissa Rogers' husband,

Robert, 37, survived.

Taylor saidthebodieswerefound
north of wherethey were swept off
the turnpike, near where Jacob
Creek spillsinto the pond.

Thecreek, whichnormally isdry,
runs beneath the roadway.

Chase County Fire Chief Mark
Davis, who directed search efforts
at the pond, said searchersin two
boats spotted the bodies near the

surface of the pond.

HesaidLarsenfamily members
were at the onsite command cen-
ter, but didn’t see the body being
removed.

On Sunday, searchersfoundthe
bodies of the four Rogers chil-
dren.

Zachary was 5; Nicholas, 3;
Alenah, 1; and Makenah, 8years
of age.
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Local Democrats to huddle

Pat Murray, state executive director and Joey Bahr, field
director of the Kansas Democratic Party will bein Colby to

discussplansfor the2004 el ection on Saturday from 10a.m.

to noon in Room 107 in the Student Union at Colby Com-
munity College. All Democratsareencouragedto attendthis

important meeting.

Art show planned at celebration

TheHigh PlainsArt Club will haveitsfirst art show dur-
ing “Celebration on the High Plains,” at Southwind Plaza
from 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.

Final market of the summer

TheRexford PRIDEwill beholdingitsfinal Farmers/Flea
Market of the summer on Saturday starting at 8 a.m. Vendor
spacewill be$20 ($5 refundabledeposit and $5 booth space).

6862.

Thoseinterested in participating asavendor or needing ad
ditional information can contact Evelyn Johnson at (785)
687-3925.

Job Service now open at noon

The Colby Work Force office (formerly known as Job
Service) at 485 N. Chick is staying open during the lunch
hour. LindaGroff, local supervisor, saidthechangewentinto
effect today and isexpected to beapermanent situation. For
questions or information about how the Colby Work Force
officecan help peoplefindjobs, call theofficeat (785) 462-

Colby School activities noted

Friday — FFAtotheK ansasState Fair at Hutchinson. Sat-
urday — High school band fund raiser at Luck’s Car Wash
northof J-JOil onRangeAve. (Sportsbriefsarein SportsLine

onpage8.)

Alunchwill beprovided. Theevent will beheldatthepark ‘“Worker Auction’ Fnday at Brewster

Thehigh school and junior highvocal groupsat Brewster
will be holding a fund raiser on Friday at 6:30 p.m. at the

football field. Called “Worker Auction” studentswill work

four hours and the work must be completed by Nov. 1. Call
Alice Collett at (785) 694-2236 for additional information.

Childbirth classes start Thursday

Colby Childbirth Education classeswill begin on Thurs-
day from 7 to 10 p.m.. Thisisafour-week seriesand ishelc
at Colby Community Collegein the Health Science Build-
ing. Call Amy Hutfles at 460-4344.

Red Cross classes are Saturday
TheThomas County Red Crossisoffering classeson Sat-

12:30 p.m.

urday at Colby Community College Student Union for
childcare providers and others interested parties. First aic
begins at 8:30 am., and adult, infant, child CPR begins at
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