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Digging dangers are focus of meeting in Colby

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Be careful where you dig. That
best sumsup themessageimparted
at the public education contractor
awareness program held Thursday
night at the Thomas County 4-H
Building at thefairgrounds.

Presented by thePipelineGroup,
the program attracted a large
crowedfromnineKansasand Colo-
rado counties.

A. Ray King of the Pipeline
Groupof Midland, Texaspresented
information on the proper proce-
duresfor digging. Heused slidesto

show what can happen when pipe-
lines are hit, many of which in-
cluded fires and one that was of
migrating natural gas that looked
exactly likeaplumeof water shoot-
ingintotheair.

Healso showedslidesof adrilled
water main and other natural gas
breaks.

“That has happened to everyone
of usthrough our careers,” hesaid.

King said thefuel speople might
havetodeal withinthisareaviation
fuel, crude and fuel oil, gasoline,
hydrogen sulfide and natural gas.

Hetoldthegroupwhat should be

Con artists continue
to elude authorities

By PATTY DECKER
Colby Free Press

Policeofficialshereandin Colo-
rado continue to look for a pair of
con artistswho pulled ascamon a
bank here and el sewhere— but so
far they have avoided capture.

Earlier this week, Colby police
officials learned that the quick
change artist and his accomplice
took abank in Burlingon, Colo. for
anundisclosed amount of money on
the same day the pair took money
from Colby’s Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank, said Gary Shull, in-
vestigator with the Colby Police
Department.

“The Bank of Burlington was
‘scammed’ in the same method as
was done here,” Shull said. Al-
though the Burlingtonbank did not
fileapolicereport at first, he said,
oneof their bank officersdid notify
police here and provided informa-
tion that the pair wasin their town.

Theincident in Colby happened
toward the end of July when the
quick change artist asked the bank
teller to change $50 billsinto $100
bills. He then decided $100 bills
weretoo bigandaskedfor $20bills,
Shull said. After the teller had

counted out the $100 bills and | eft
them on the counter, she reached
down to get more $20 hills as the
suspect took someof the$100 bills
off thestack. After counting out the
$20 bills back to the suspect, the
teller putthe$100bilIsinthedrawer
unaware that the suspect had al-
ready lifted some prior to thefinal
exchange.

Thesuspectiswantednotonlyin
Colby for theft, but also in
Burlington and Limon, Colo. The
bank teller, along with the picture
fromthesurveillancecamera, were
able to provide authorities with
some description of both the sus-
pect in the bank and the vehicle
waiting outside. The“inside” man
was described as having a dark
complexion, about 27-33yearsold,
dark hair, 5’5" tall, medium build
withaloosefittingwatch on hisleft
wrist and aring on hisright hand.
Witnesses could not describe the
driver, but did say the car was a
black Jeep Cherokee.

Althoughitisunlikely thetwoare
till inthearea, Shull urgesanyone
whomight recall somedetail about
the crime or has other information
to call 462-4460.

Says Nile caused death

GREAT BEND (AP) —A Great
Bendwoman saysher father wasthe
state' sfirst fatal victimof West Nile,
but health officials have not con-
firmed that. Richard Lee Griffin
died at aWichitahospital in Febru-
ary at the age of 68.

His death certificate lists the
causeof deathas" complicationsof
West Nilevirus encephalitis, post-
polio type syndrome and respira-
tory insufficiency,” The
Hutchinson News and the Great
Bend Tribunereported thisweek.

The Kansas Department of
Healthand Environment, however,
doesnot haveany record of anyone
dying from the virus, said spokes-

Forecast:
Turnto hot

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
inthelower 60s. Southwind 10
to 15 mph.

Saturday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the mid 90s. South
wind around 10 mph.

Saturday night...Mostly
clear. Lowsin themid 60s.

Sunday...Mostly sunny.
Highsin the upper 90s.

Sunday night...Mostly clear.
Lowsinthe upper 60s.

Monday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the upper 90s.

Tuesday...Mostly clear. Lows
near 60 and highs 85 to 90.

By thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 87

Low thismorning, 59

Records for the date, 105 in
1935and 49in 1979

Year ago today, 83 and 60

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation,1.88

Year's precipitation to date,
13.17

2002's precipitation to date,
6.43

Water Usage/Colby
Aug. 14 = 2.541 million gal-
lons

woman SharonWatson. Thedoctor
who signed the death certification,
Sherri Abel, said she had no doubt
that West Nile virus caused
Griffin’s death.

Because of privacy restrictions,
Watson said she could not reveal
what happened in Griffin's case.

“I can only say that the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) hasnot confirmed any
deathsattributableto West Nilevi-
rusin Kansas,” shesaid.

Griffin’s daughter, Carla
Peterson, said her father began hav-
ing respiratory problemsin early
September 2002, but he continued
to get sicker despitetreatment.

doneincaseof anaccidentinaresi-
dential area.“Call 911,” hesaid. He
told the group that is state law, and
thentoldthemtonotify appropriate
public officials.

Peopleintheareashould also be
notified, but he said a phone call
isn’t theright way. “ You knock on
thedoor and get them out,” hesaid,
adding that acompany radio, digi-
tal camera or a cell phone are all
potential sources of ignition. “Do
not ring the doorbell.”

Hesaid you need tofind out who
tocall beforestartingtodig, andthat
is ‘KansasOne-Call.’

The One-Call system, hesaid, is
anetwork that can handle excava-
tion calls and helps give notice to
facility ownersthat work isplanned
and they need to be onthelookout.

Kingsaidall liquid and gaspipe-
linefacilitiesmust belongtoaOne-
Call center, again stressing, “itis
state law.”

“You want to have everything
located before you dig,” he said.
The One-Call center also helpslo-
cate requests so the excavators
know where pipelines and other
potential problemsare buried.

Kingsaidthehiggest way to pre-

vent problemswasfor peopleto be
aware of their surroundings when
working around an excavation or
pipelines. Hesaid sight, sound and
smell are the best waysto identify
aproblemif it existsbecause some
of thegassesgiveoff avery distinc-
tivesmell, or they can be heard es-
caping from apipe.

“1f they don’t look right or don’t
feel right—don’t doit,” he said.

Gasand oil lines also aren’t the
only buried pipelines people have
toworry about whendigging. King
saidelectrical lines, cableandtele-
phone lines, fiber optic cable, wa-

ter and sewer or drainlinescanal sc
poseaproblem. Hesaid all it takes
is one phone call to alleviate most
potential problems.

The number to call before dig-
0ingis1-800DIG SAFE. “It’sfree
and can saveyour life,” King said.

For more information, visit
www.kansasonecall.com  or
www.pi pelinegroup.com.

He also gave the number for the
regional FBI WMD Coordinator,
DaveCudmore. Kingsaidif anyone
sees anything unusual around &
plant or pipeline, peopleshouldcall
(816) 512-8684.

Men and machine at work

A road crew from Venture Corp. of Great Bend laid down new from Cedar to Interstate 70 and should be completed by the end
asphalt on Range Avenue this morning. The overlay projectruns of August. Work on the road has been going on all week.
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Bill's confusion discussed by Speaker

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Destination-based sales tax. It
sounds confusing. And at a public
meeting held at
Colby Commu-
nity College on
Wednesday it
was apparent tit |
is.

Business
people and oth-
ers at the meet-
ingsaiditisdif-
ficult to under-
stand. But their
fearswereeased somewhattolearn
that the state wants to makes is
easier toimplement.

DougMays, Speaker of theKan-
sasHouse, stoppedin Colby aspart
of his statewide tour to talk about
thenew legislation.

Rep. JimMorrison, Colby, 121st
Distrcit, said that the legislation

'y

Doug Mays

could eventually allow salestax to
becollected on Internet sales. Cur-
rently, hesaid, salestaxiscollected
at the point of sale.

He said the new legislation af-
fectsbusinessesthat ship merchan-
dise or make large deliveries be-
causethey now havetocollect sales
tax based onwherethegoodseven-
tually end up.

“It’s only when it’s shipped,”
Morrison said.

Andhesaiditisanaddedburden
because most merchantsaren’t go-
ing to know what the sales tax in
another town or county is.

Morrison said the state hasn’t
comeupwithan effectivemeansof
providing that information.

Hesaidit's" patently unfair” for
peopletogolook at somethingina
store locally and then go buy it
online. “ Salestax islost that way,”
hesaid.

Mays said the entire process has

been hard on everyone and he
wanted to hear from retailers on
what the state can do to help im-
provethesituation.

“The implementation has been
onerous,” hesaid. “I’d liketo hear
fromretailersonthis.”

He wanted to know how serious
the problemsarewith the new sys-
tem and what they would like the
stateto do to help out.

Hesaldthestatetreasurer’soffice
has online atax calculator to help
businesses figure things out, but
that iseven confusing.

Mays said he wanted to assure
business owners that they don’t
have to invest large amounts of
money onsoftwaretohelpthemfig-
ure out the sales tax they need to
collect, and he said there are a
coupleof optionsavailableonwhat
to do right now.

Onewould be aspecial one-day
legislative session to deal with the

new tax bill, or towait until after the
first of the year when the morato-
rium runsout.

Thelegislationwasto havegone
into effect on July 1 of thisyear but
the legislature postponed it until
Jan. 1, 2004.

“The Speaker wants to extend
that six moremonthssothelegisla-
ture can do something about it,”
Morrison said.

Mayssaidthereisanother option.

“Donothing,” hesaid, addingthe
best thingtodowouldbetowait.“ A
| ot at thispoint dependsonthegov-
ernment.”

He said lettersto the governor’s
officeorthelegidaturedetailingthe
specificsof theproblemspeopleare
having or their questions would
help.

“What do you want us to do?”
Mayssaid. “ That'sthereal question
here. We' relooking for waystofix
it.”

Swiftness of massive power blackout stumps the experts

By LARRY MARGASAK
Associated Press Writer
A massive power blackout re-
treated stubbornly today as power
officials struggled to understand
why the historic outage spread in
minutes through the northeastern
United Statesand southern Canada.
Lightsflicked onandair condition-
ersrestarted for some, but millions
of othersbaked in stuffy rooms.

Cleveland weathered its worst
water crisisin history asthe black-
out shut all four major pumping ste-
tions. Thepumpswhich servemore
than 1 million residentsin the city
and 20 suburbs began operating
Friday morning, but the National
Guard tanked in 7,600 gallons of
drinking water to help until taps
flowed again.

InNew York City, power wasre-

stored Friday morningtopartsof all
five boroughs and some suburbs,
but millions faced a morning rush
hour without subway service or
many trafficlightsand notimetable
for full restoration of power.
“Today will also present chal-
lenges,” New York Mayor Michael
Bloombergtoldreporters. Heasked
essential city workerstocomeinbut
told nonessential counterparts to

stay homeand urged citizenstouse
judgment about working Friday.

“Thereareworsethingsthantak-
ing a summer Friday off from
work,” hesaid.

In Michigan, some customers
may have to endure a weekend
without el ectricity. Everywhereof -
ficials urged residents, businesses
andtravel ersto copewiththeincon-
venience.

“Thisistruly oneof theinstances
where we're al in this together,”
Gov. Jennifer Granholm of Michi-
gansaid during astatewideaddress
Thursday night. “So be calm, be
supportiveof your neighbor.” State
workersinMichigan’scapitol, Lan-
sing, were told to report to work
Friday but in harder-hit Detroit to
the east, they were ordered to stay
home.
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College board to meet

The regular meeting of the Colby Community College
Board of Trusteeswill beat 5 p.m. on Monday in the board
room of the Administration Building on campus. Business
itemsontheagendaincluderesignationandliquidated dam-
ages, approval of contracts and agreements, board retreat,
silage purchase, change in meeting dates and payment of

claims.
Thisisan open public meeting.

Yearbooksto bedistributed Monday

TheColby High School yearbooksfor the 2002-03 school
year will beavailableon Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the schooal,
said Donna Henry, coordinator. Students who ordered the
book canpickitupat that time. Studentswho are2003 gradu-
ates can pick up their yearbook anytime during regular of-

fice hours at the school, she said.

For questions, call Henry at 460-5300.

First aid/CPR classes planned
TheThomas County Red Crossisoffering classeson Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 at Colby Community College Student Union
for childcareprovidersand othersinterested parties. Firstaid
beginsat 8:30a.m. and adult,infant,child CPR beginsat 12:30

p.m

Gem Lions hosting hog roast

The Gem Lions Club will host itsannual hog roast at the
Gem Community Building from 5to 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
Aug. 27. Theeveningwill includebluegrass, folk and coun-
try music aswell asfood and fellowship. Thegroup will ac-
cept free-will donationsand net proceedswill goto commu-
nity betterment projects.

. Cél | the chapter office at 785-462-7161 toregister.

‘Safe at Home’ video is Sunday
Everyoneinterested in adaptations for home safety isin-

vited to attend a showing of the video, “Safe at Home,” at
3:30 p.m. Sunday at Pioneer Memorial Library. The Post
Polio Support group is presenting thefilm.

Therewill beatime of sharing after. “Bring your favorite
tipsfor conserving (your) energy,” said MaxineNelson, one
of thecoordinators. NovelineHaremzawill report on her visit
tothepolio speciaistin Denver in July.

For information call Nelson at 462-3571, or Haremza.

Fair Board to meet next week
TheThomasCounty Fair Boardwill meetat 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 21 at the Thomas County 4-H Building. Itemson
the agendainclude committee reports on the buildings and
grounds, thecarnival, rodeo, parade, demolitionderby, races,

fair book and advertising.

Alsoontheagendaarebarbecue, queen and princesscon-
test, and the 2004 budget.
Thisisapubic meeting.
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