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‘Apron strings’ may still be tied
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I’m writing in re-
sponse to “The Girlfriend,” who is
having problems because of nasty
comments from her boyfriend’s
mother.

I know all too well the damage
that can result from such a situation.
For 15 years, I endured potshots
from the mother-in-law from hell.
She ended up talking to my now 16-
year-old daughter (her granddaugh-
ter) the same way she had talked to
me. After 13 years of staying on the
sidelines, my husband finally told
her to lay off. Of course, by then our
marriage was almost over. Ironi-
cally, our divorce was finalized on
my former mother-in-law’s birthday
— a fact from which I’m sure she got
great pleasure. My advice to “Girl-
friend” is to check her boyfriend
carefully for apron strings before
tying the knot with him. If he’s afraid
to speak in her defense, perhaps he
is no more ready for marriage than
his mother wishes him to be.

— WISER NOW IN WICHITA
DEAR WISER NOW: Thank

you for sharing your own experi-
ence, and for pointing out that if
verbal abuse is tolerated, the acid
can spill over and damage inno-
cent bystanders. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: My advice to “The
Girlfriend” is to deal with those cut-
ting remarks from her boyfriend’s
mother by herself.

When the mother criticizes her
manner of dress, she should say
something like, “Oh! You’ve hurt
my feelings. I would never think of
criticizing how YOU dress,” and
then change the subject. Under no
circumstances should she allow her-
self to be drawn into an argument.
If the mother criticizes her cooking,
she should say, “I tried so hard to
please you. I’m sorry you don’t like
it. The next time we have dinner with
you, we’ll come to your house and
you can cook or take us out.” Do not
cry, become hysterical or critical of

her. You’ll be surprised what you
can accomplish if you refuse to be
baited or put on the defensive.

One last thing: Explain to your
future husband how you will handle
his mother after you are married.
You will not give her a house key,
you’ll expect her to call before she
comes over, you will control how
often you see her and when she will
see the grandchildren, and you will
not tolerate any marital interference.

— QUEEN OF MY OWN
HOUSEHOLD

DEAR QUEEN: Something
tells me your mother-in-law had
a rude awakening when she found
out who rules your roost.

DEAR ABBY: Your response to
“The Girlfriend” was right on the
money.  If her boyfriend won’t stand
up for her now, believe me, he never
will. She can save herself years of
grief if she wakes up to the fact that
there are real men out there who are
willing to love and respect a woman
and treat her as an equal partner. I
found one, and so will she.

— STANDING TALL
DEAR STANDING TALL:

What you said is true. A healthy
marriage is a partnership, in ev-
ery sense of the word.

DEAR ABBY: I am a woman in
my mid-20s with a B.A. degree and
a full-time job. My parents refuse to
accept that a self-supporting woman
my age can be happy. They keep
pestering me to find a boyfriend, get
married and have children. I have
calmly explained to my mother that
I’m in no rush to settle down — but
she says if I “really loved her,” I’d

find a man to take care of me so she
wouldn’t have to worry.

My older brother followed my
parents’ wishes when he was my
age. Now I am the “bad child” for
refusing to conform. Ever since I
was a child, I have put money into a
savings account and — little by little
— it has become a large sum. I
would like to use that money to fur-
ther my education, but my parents
have denied me access to it. They
claim that when I marry, the funds
will be my “dowry” to buy a house.
Abby, I don’t want to cut off my fam-
ily, but they aren’t willing to accept
me without a man to make me “com-
plete.”

— SINGLE AND HAPPY
DEAR S AND H: Your parents’

thinking appears to be stuck in a
time warp. A life partner can be
wonderful, but it’s no guarantee
of happiness or security. Witness
the number of marriages that fail
and the number of households
headed by single mothers who
struggle to make ends meet.

You should contact the bank
manager and find out how your
account was set up and how you
can access it now. Your parents
should not hold your money hos-
tage. If you wish to use it to further
your education, you should be free
to do so.  You weren’t put on the
Earth to make your parents’
dreams come true. As parents, it’s
their job to help you be the best
that you can be. They should
thank their lucky stars that you
are self-supporting and moti-
vated to do even better. Many par-
ents would be proud to have a
daughter like you.

Bridge

The Better Way
Safety plays come in all shapes and sizes, and

are necessary for successful play. Sometimes,
though, declarer must not get so carried away
with guarding against an unfavorable division
that he winds up more sorry than safe.

Take this case where South was in four spades
and West led the king of hearts. Declarer won
with dummy’s ace and, intent on guarding
against a 4-1 trump division — the only real
threat to his contract — led the nine of spades
and let it ride after East followed low.

West won with the jack, cashed the heart
queen and continued with the jack. Declarer
ruffed and mulled over how to handle the re-
maining trumps.

One possibility was to cross to dummy with
a diamond, lead a trump and repeat the finesse.
This would succeed if East had all the remain-
ing spades, but would lose if West had started
with two or three spades including a second
honor card. In that case, South would lose two
spades, a heart and a club for down one.

South decided that the remaining spades
were much more likely to be divided 2-1 than
3-0, so he cashed the ace. When West showed
out, declarer had to lose another trump trick,
and he finished down one.

South had the right idea about protecting
against a 4-1 trump break, but he went about it
the wrong way. A superior approach is to cash
the spade ace first and then lead a low spade to
dummy’s nine.

In the actual deal, East wins with the ten, but
declarer later picks up East’s queen via a finesse
and winds up with 10 tricks.

The suggested play has more to recommend
it than the obvious advantage of averting a
guess on the second round of trumps. It is also
the correct play mathematically. Cashing the
ace first guards against West’s having started
with the singleton ten, jack or queen, while the
first-round finesse wins only when West started
with the singleton two or three. The odds are
therefore 3-to-2 in favor of playing the ace first.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
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