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Councll
to discuss
gas pact

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

TheColby City Council will dis-
cussanatural gascontract with Post
Rock GaswithofficesinHoldridge,
Neb., for July 1 through June 30,
2004, whenit meetsat 7:30p.m.on
Tuesday in council chambers.

Also on the agenda is possible
approval of aresolution establish-
ing no parking on the south side of
W. 3rd St. from Copeland to thein-
tersection with U.S. Highway 24
duringtheconstructionproject, said
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager.

Thecouncil will consider autho-
rization of aserviceagreement with
alaboratory for the Environment
ProtectionAgency proj ect, execut-
ing a quality assurance program,
and purchasing used shoring equip-
ment for saf ety purposes.

Additionally, council members
could approve an energy cost ad-
justment on electric ratesin accor-
dancewiththeir ordinance. Accord-
ing to the ordinance, Armstrong
said, with the fluctuations in gas
pricesand purchased energy costs,
thisis the only way to address the
cost incurred by the city. If ap-
proved, monthly adjustments to
ratesfor additional costsrelated to
generation and purchased power
would be on businesses and resi-
dential bills.

Followingadiscussion at an ear-
lier council meeting, thecity isex-
pected to decide on an investment
policy.

There will also be reports from
the utility committee, insurance
proceeds on electric department
van and meeting of thevehiclecom-
mittee.

Rollover reported

ABrighton, Colo. manwastrans-
ported to Citizens Medical Center
Friday after aone-vehiclerollover
onl-70east of Colby.

According to the Kansas High-
way Peatrol, Anthony L. McColl, 18,
of Brighton, washeadingeastinhis
1992 Plymouth minivan when the
vehicle blew atire. Helost control
and thevanrolled through thewest
bound lanes.

The extent of hisinjuriesisun-
known.

Just plain hot!

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
inthelower 60s. Southeast wind
10to 15 mph. Tuesday...Mostly
sunny. Highs in the mid 90s.
Southwind 10to 20 mph. Tues-
day night...Mostly clear. Lows
in the mid 60s.
Wednesday...Very hot. Mostly
sunny. Highs 100 to 105.
Wednesday night...Mostly clear.
Lows in the upper 60s.
Thursday...Mostly clear. A
slight chance of thunderstorms
in the afternoon and evening.
Continued very hot. Highsnear
100.

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 78

Low thismorning, 57

Year ago today, 101 and 69

Records for the date, 107 in
1933,41in1918

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, trace

June 28 precipitation, 0.34

June 29 precipitation, 1.53

June's precipitation, 4.52

Year’s precipitation to date,
10.87

2002’s precipitation to date,
4.18

Water Usage/Colby

June 27-28-29 = 1.968 mil-
lion gallonsdaily average

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Phillips Park in Colby was
homethisweekendtotheAmeri-
can Radio Relay League’'sField
Day.
For 24 hours, from 1 p.m. Sat-
urday to 1 p.m. Sunday, thegroup
was set up in the park.

“The purposeisto go out and
set upunder emergency-likecon-
ditions,” said Mike Albers, the
chapter’ semergency coordinator
for thedistrict.

“Thebottomlineistowork as
many stationsintheAmericasas
you can.”

The club was set up under a
picnic shelter at the park with a

Chet Morris, leftand Bruce Frahm and Mike Spotswood operated their amateur radio stations at
Phillips Park in Colby on Saturday afternoon. The members of the Amateur Radio Relay League
participated in their annual Field Day to simulate emergency conditions.

Radio League swings into action

lot of listening stations. Each was
equipped with Morse code and
VOoice communi cations equipment
and hooked up to acomputer.

Hesaid each operator hadto con-
tact as many listening stations as
they couldandlog theinformation.

Two radio towers, a generator
andthecounty’sM obile Command
Post completed the arrangement.

Alberssaidinpast yearstheclub
hascontacted morethan 1,000 posts
during the designated 24-hour pe-
riod.

However, he said the number
would probably be down thisyear
because the 11-year sunspot cycle
isindecline.

He said amateur radio operators
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providecommunicationsintimes
of need, likesituationswhenregu-
lar communicationsgoesdownor
isovertaxed.

Tornadoes, earthquakes, hurri-
canes or man-made disasters are
just some of theexampleshepro-
vided.

Albers said members from the
National Weather Service in
Goodland, local members and
otherswereincludedintheactiv-
ity.

InadditiontotheField Day and
providing communicationsassis-
tance when needed, he said the
club also helps with SkyWatch,
theweather service'samateur ra-
dio weather spotting network.

Substance that sickens workers identified

TOPEKA (AP) — The powdery
substance that sent six U.S. Postal
Serviceworkerstothehospital was
identified early Sunday astoluene,
atoxic solvent.

TheTopekaFireDepartment said
in a statement that toluene oftenis
used as a cleaning agent, and offi-
cialsdid not believe there was any
“maliciousintent” involved in the
incident.

Emergency responderswenttoa

mail-sorting center in Topeka
around 4:30 p.m. Saturday after
employees called complaining of
scratchy throats and burning eyes
after a powdery substance fell out
of an envelope.

Six people working in the area
where the substance was found
were decontaminated and taken to
St. Francis Health Center, where
they weretreated andrel eased, said
Kim Gronniger, ahospital spokes-

woman. She said two of the work-
ers transported to the hospital had
complained of scratchy throats at
the postal facility.

The powder was tested at the
postal facility early Sunday by the
Civil Support Team, a unit of the
Kansas National Guard.

Inhalationor contact withtoluene
may irritate or burn skin and eyes,
according to the Emergency Re-
sponse Guidebook.

Some wheat
suffers damage
In Friday storm

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Hail is the latest woe to plague
farmers trying to get their wheat
harvested before anything elsecan
happentoit.

Storms Friday night unleashed
hail and damaging windsonfields
west of Colby.

Roger Hale of the Colby wheat
officesaid afour-milewideswatch
west of town extending from south
of Atwood to Scott City received
damage of varying degrees.

“Itwasnot avery wideband,” he
said. “It (the hail) was pretty good
sized and then therewas some pea-
sized. It looked likeit snowed.”

Storm damagewaslimitedtothe
western part of Thomas County
wherethewheat harvest had hardly
began. He said several farms lost
their wheat while others had only
minimal damage.

Claude Herren, who farms west
of Colby, was one farmer whose
fields suffered damage from the
hail.

“Welost about half of our wheat
crop,” hesaid, decliningtosay how
many acres he had planted. “1t was
peasize up to marble size. We had

somewind withit.”

Herrensuspectshehad some* cy-
clonic wind” because he found &
barrel in the middle of one of his
fallow fields.

“That wind blew like a son of &
gun from the north,” he said. “It
hailedfromabout every direction.”

Northwest Research Extension
Center Soil and Crop Specialist
Roger Stockton said hesaw damage
fromwind and hail during atour of
the county on Sunday

Heestimated damagefrom 20tc
30 percent in somefieldsup to 10C
percentin others.

“It depends on which field you
looked at,” Stocktonsaid. “Thein-
surance adjusters are going to be
busy the next couple of weeks out
inthat part of theworld.”

Meanwhile, Halesaid, harvestis
about half-way completed in the
eastern part of the county.

Despitethe storm, hesaid yields
are holding up, anywhere from 2C
to 80 bushelsan acre.

Halesaid40to45bushelsanacre
istheaverage.

“You always hear the good and
the bad,” he said. “You never hear
thein between.”

Free calculators may
help figure new tax

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

New statelegislationkicksinon
Tuesday affecting how businesses
collect salestax.

Small business owners may be
wondering just how they’re going
to do what they need to do.

But anew salestax calcul ator on
the state treasury office’s Web site
will maketheir jobseasier. Andit's
free.

Kansas Treasurer Lynn Jenkins
said the new legislation requires
small businesses and retailers to
collect salestax based upon where
goodswill bedelivered.

Shesaid her officehasnothingto
dowiththelegidlation but isoffer-
ing the free calculator as away to

help businesses.

“It’sapublic service on our Web
site,” Jenkinssaid, to help business
owners comply with the new law.

Before the new legislation, she
said businesseswould collect sal es
tax based on their location.

Now they may not know what the
salestax rateiswherethey aresend-
ing goods and the new calculator
will help them find that out.

“1 believethe philosophy behind
it (thenew law) wasto pick up num-
bersfrom online sales and catal og
sales,” shesaid.

“In doing so they’ve created &
huge burden on small businesses.”

Thefreesalestax calculatorsare
available on the Internet at http://
kansasstatetreasurer.com/sal estax.

Storm pounds Liberal area

LIBERAL AP) — Heavy rains
andgolf-ball sizehail poundedthis
southwest Kansascommunity Sat-
urday night, flooding streets,
knocking down tree limbs and
power lines, breakingwindowsand
damaging some roofs.

Thestorm, which packed 50mph
windsand dumped 3inchesof rain
in Liberal, destroyed at least four
mobile homes in rural areas of
Seward County, alongwith several
outbuildingsandgarages. Insidethe
city, authorities said, damage to
buildingsappeared to belimited to
roofs, some of which weretorn off
by high winds, and many broken
windows.

As of Sunday afternoon, the
county had not received any reports
of injuries, said Kara Veverka, ¢
spokeswoman for Seward County
Emergency Management.

Only asmall portion of Liberal
remained without power, she said.

Flood watersthat came up to car
windows Saturday night had yet to
totally recede, Veverkasaid.

Reportssaid somehail wasashig
as2 1/2-inchesin diameter.

After aninitial assessment Sun-
day, authorities estimated damage
at more than $6 million in Liberal
alone. That figure includes more
than $1 million in hail-damage to
vehicles.
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Library’s ‘Family Night'date changed

“Family Night” at Pioneer Memorial Library, which was
previously scheduledfor Thursday, July 3, hasbeen changed
toThursday, July 10, said JoAnne Sunderman, librarian. The
time of the* Family Night” isstill 7 p.m. For questions, call
thelibrary at 462-4470.

Donations needed for fireworks

Thomas County Kiwanis Club is still seeking donations
from businesses and individuals to offset the cost of this
year’s fireworks display. For those wanting to contribute,
donations may be sent to: Colby Kiwanis, PO. Box 501,
Colby, Kan. 67701.

Free fans available at health office

If you or someoneyou know issuffering from heat and do
not havetheresourcesto pay for air conditioning or purchas-
ingafan, theThomasCounty Health Department may beable

to help. The health department has alimited supply of fans
availablethroughthe Salvation Army for thosewithlimited
incomes, said Kathy Ryan, administrator of county health.
For information, call (785) 462-4596 or stop by the health
department at 350 S. RangeAve., north door.

MoquItO sSpraying to begln

City of Colby crewsarepreparing to spray for mosquitoes
for the remainder of the summer. For those wanting to be
notified before crewsenter their area, call Jo Strage, execu-
tive secretary to the city manager, 462-4410. City officials
ask that residents check yards and empty anything that is
hol ding stagnant water, such ascans, swimming pools, tires,
etc., to help keep the mosquito population to aminimum.

Landfill closed Fourth of July
TheThomasCounty landfill will beclosed Friday, July 4th,

inobservance of theholiday, said Larry Jumper, supervisor.

Thelandfill will, however, be open regular hours, Saturday

and Sunday, July 5and 6. For questionscall, (785) 462-8139.

Childbirth classes offered

Colby Childbirth Educationwill host aseriesof childbirth
education classesin July. Classes will be held at the Colby
Community CollegeHealth SciencesbuildingonThursdays
(July 10, July 17, duly 24, and July 31) from 7to 10 p.m. The
focus of the classesisto help prepare the expectant mother
and her coachfor birth. To pre-register, call (785) 462-4850.

Senior Center closed July 4

The Senior Progress Center will be closed for the Fourth
of July holiday. Nomealswill beserved or delivered and the
vanwill not run.

Swim lessons continue

The Colby Recreation Department is offering swim les-
sons. Thethirdandfinal sessionbeginsonMonday, June 30
and ends Thursday, July 10. Call (785) 462-4440.
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