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A “Prayer Rally for Commu-
nity Reconciliation” might have
achieved its greater purpose of
reconciliationfor thecommunity,
aspokesperson for theevent said
today.

Theralywentvery well, touch-
ing onforgivenessand reconcili-
ationinthecommunity andfor the
hospital and its doctors said
Leonard Burgess, pastor at Col-
lege Drive Assembly and one of
the presenters.

Rich Epp, emceefor theevent,
said the need for the rally was
prompted by a situation in the
community.

“WEe' ve had amedical issuethat
involved one of our doctors (Dr.
Victor Hildyard) inthecommunity
and the hospital,” hesaid. “It’sbe-
comeadivisiveissue.”

More than 100 people attended
therally that featured ninespeakers,
including pastors from local
churches and anyone el sewho had
something to say.

They included Leonard Kinkade,
Brewster, speakingonforgiveness.
Speakersfrom Col by included Pas-
tor Carol Rahn on love, Steve
Ziegelmeier on miracles, Pastor
Fran Harwerth on prayer, Pastor
TimMorrisonfaith, John Joneson
unity and Edna Hansen on repen-
tance.

Hansen said shewaspleasedwith
therally anditwasachanceto* seek
the Lord ontheissues.”

Shesaid shefelt positively about
it becauseasimilar prayer rally for
rainwasheldin February.

“God answers prayers,” Hansen
said.

“|feltoverall that thetoneunder-
neathwasvery good,” Burgesssaid.
“Therewasn’tany meannessat all.”

Headded that it even touched on
how peoplecan begintheprocessof
reconciliation. Peopleshouldgoto
one another and ask forgiveness.

Epp said he felt the rally went
well andtheattitudefor theevening
was“reverent.”

“1"m hopeful that inthelong run

rayer rally attracts large crowd

Forgiveness, reconciliation are themes
for gathering seeking medical resolution

it will be productive for those that
werethere, thosethat weren't there
and for thecommunity ingeneral,”
Eppsaid. Therally, hesaid, stressed
repentance, forgiveness, unity, and
theimportanceof prayer and of love
toward one another.

“We're expecting that the Lord
weservewould deliver amiracle,”
Eppsaid. “Theultimategoal isthat
thecommunity canliveinharmony
and with each other without anger,
without resentful ness, without ven-
geance.”

Todd Stramel, one of theevent’s
organizers, saiditwentwell, but he
couldn’t take credit for it.

“Itwasn’'t my effort,” hesaid. “It
wasreally agroup effort.”
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Mike Tubbs, Colby, was one of many attending the “Prayer Rally
for Community Reconciliation” held Tuesday in the Little Theater
of the Colby Community Building. Also pictured are Donna and
Dave Jennings.

Kansas Marine
Iskilled in Iraq

DERBY (AP) Robin
Hamiltondidn’ttry to easeinto the
bad news.

Thesimpletruthwasthat her son,
Ryan Cox, wouldn’t be coming
back to Derby from Irag.

“She just flat out told me that
Ryan’s not coming home — those
were her words,” said Ryan Cox’s
friend, AaronNorton.“Ithitmelike
lead. There was a silence, like 20
seconds.”

Hamilton said her 19-year-old
sonenlistedintheMarineCorpsfor
its structure, fun and aview of the
world.

She said she is comforted be-
cause those visionscametrue.

Sunday, the Department of De-
fensesaid Cox waskilled by a“ non-
combat weapons discharge.”

Cox’sstepmother, Deborah Cox,
said she has heard little from the
military

Ryan Cox, a private first class,
was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division out of the Air-Ground
Combat Center in Twentynine
Palms, Calif.

Thunderstorms
Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Cloudy with a
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms. Lowsin the upper 50s.
Northeast wind 5 to 15 mph.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Thursday...Cloudy. A chanceof
showers and thunderstormsin
theafternoon. Warmwithhighs
in the lower 80s. Northeast
wind 10 to 15 mph becoming
southeast |ate. Chance of rain
30 percent. Thursday
night...Cloudy withachanceof
showers and thunderstorms.
Lowsintheupper 50s. Chance
of rain 30 percent.
Friday...Cloudy and warmer.
Highsin the mid 80s. Friday
night...Mostly cloudy. Lowsin
thelower 60s.

By thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 81

Low thismorning, 61

Year ago today, 103 and 58

Records for the date, 107 in
1936, 42in 1895

Soil temperature, 74

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.26

June’s precipitation to date,
214

Year’s precipitation to date,
8.49

2002's precipitation to date,
4.02

Water Usage/Colby

June 17 = (not available)
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Brian Staats with Adams, Brown, Beran and Ball, Colby, presented
the 2002 audit report to the Colby City Council during its regular
meeting Tuesday night. Seated beside Staats is Beverly Stieben,

city clerk.

At Tuesday’s meeting

Auditing firm tells council
the city’s books look good

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The City of Colby’s 2002 audit
reportwentwell, accordingtoinfor-
mation provided at the council
meeting Tuesday night.

Brian Staats of Adams, Brown,
BeranandBall, alongwith Cynthia
Bieberle, also with the firm, spoke
to the council about the annual re-
port citing no “reportable condi-
tions.”

Thosetypesof conditions, Staats
said, wouldinvolvemattersrelating
to significant deficiencies in the
design or operation of theinternal
control, butinthecity’saudit, these
conditionsdid not exist.

In fact, he commended the city
and its staff for the quality and or-
ganization of their records.

“Therewerenoirregularitiesand
webelievethecity isdoing agreat
job andingoodfinancial shape,” he

While there were no major con-
cerns, Staatsdid offer somesugges-
tionswith respect to reconciliation
of encumbrancesand accountspay-
able and municipal court deposits.

Hetold the council that hisfirm
noted the balance sheet encum-
brances and accounts payable did
not agree with the printout of en-
cumbrances at year end.

“We suggest that the balance
sheet be adjusted to the actual and
that areconciliation of payablesbe
performed at least prior to the end
of theyear.”

Regarding municipal court de-
posits, Staatssuggested that instead
of making depositsonce or twicea
month, that it might be better to do
thisat least weekly.

Each year an audit isdone on fi-
nancial statements, hesaid, withthe
information of findings passed
along not only to Mayor Warren
Hixson, the council members and

management, but also to the State
of Kansas.

In addition to discussing the au-
dit report, Staats was asked to talk
about alternative investment con-
siderations.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said that in view of the low
interest rates, shethought the coun-
cil may want to think about chang-
ingitscurrent policy whichonly has
local banks in place for invest-
ments.

The council decided to consider
changing the policy to give more
latitudefor investments by includ-
ing the state’smunicipal fund pool
if local banks cannot match the
pool’sinterest rates.

Thecouncil did notethat whileit
has no plans at thistime to change
theway investmentsarehandled, it
was decided that the policy can be
expandedintheeventinterest rates
differ greatly inthefuture.

Arizona bishop charged In fatal accident resigns

PHOENIX (AP) — Pope John
Paul Il accepted theresignationto-
day of Bishop Thomas O’ Brien of
Phoenix, who has been charged
withleavingthe sceneof afatal pe-
destrian-car accident.

The Vatican appointed Santa Fe,
N.M., Archbishop Michael
Sheehan asapostolicadministrator
of thetroubled diocese, the SantaFe
archdiocese said.

As apostolic administrator,
Sheehan has been granted full au-
thority over the Dioceseof Phoenix
until the Vatican appoints a new
bishop.

Heal sowill remainarchbishop of
New Mexico'slargest diocese.

Other than being charged with
leaving the scene of the accident,
O'Brien had also recently struck a

deal to avoid indictment for alleg-
edly sheltering molestersin the
clergy.

TheVaticandidn'tgiveaspecific
reason for O’ Brien’s decision to
resign.

In atwo-line announcement, it
said the pope had accepted
O'Brien’s resignation as the spiri-
tual leader of Arizona’'s 430,000
Catholicsunder aclause of church
law allowing acleric to resign for
illnessor “ someother gravereason”
that makes him “unsuited for the
fulfillment of hisoffice.”

O'Brien, 67, was charged Tues-
day with leaving the scene of afa-
tal accident after policeinvestigat-
ing aweekend hit-and-runtraced a
licenseplatenumber tothebishop’s
car and foundthewindshield caved

in. A pedestrian, Jim Reed, was
killed in the accident, according to
thereport.

Thebishoptoldpolicehethought
hehad hitadog or acat or that some-
onehadthrownarock at hisvehicle.
The bishop didn’t report the acci-
dent, but prosecutors say he at-
tempted to have his windshield
fixed.

He could be sentenced to any-
thing from probation to less than
four yearsin prison if heis con-
victed on the current charge, a
felony.

The new diocese administrator,
Sheehan, saidinastatement that his
heart goes out to the clergy and
Phoenix’s Catholic community.

“You havesuffered greatly these
last few months,” he said. “1 hope

to bring healing. God's grace will
help us through this challenging
time.”

Sheehan was traveling to Phoe-
nix today, said Celine Radigan, a
spokeswoman for the Archdiocese
of SantaFe.

She said it was not immediately
clear howlong Sheehanwouldstay.

Prosecutors said the charge
against O’ Brien wouldn't affect a
landmark agreement announced
two weeksago inwhich the bishop
relinquished some of hisauthority,
sparing him from obstruction
charges for protecting priests ac-
cused of child molestation.

O'Brien has admitted that he al-
lowed prieststo work with minors
after heknew of sexual misconduct
allegationsagainstthem, andthat he

transferred themtoministrieswith-
out telling their new supervisors.

He has denied committing any
crimes and has apologized for any
“misconduct, hardship or harm”
caused to victims by priestsin the
diocese.

At the time of the deal, O’ Brien
offered to resign, but the pope re-
fused, prosecutors said.

Under the deal with Maricope
County Attorney Rick Romley,
O’Brien agreed, among other
things, to appoint the equival ent of
achief of staff to supervisethe en-
forcement of the church’s sexual
misconduct policies.

Romley said O’ Brien’sresigna-
tion “will provide an opportunity
for the Catholic church to move
beyond this.”
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Trophy sponsors wanted

TheThomas County Extension Officeislooking for busi-
nessesandindividual sto sponsor 4-H trophiesfor thisyear’'s
county fair, said D’ Ette Sholtz, county extensionagent. Each
trophy is$8, shesaid. For questionsor informationcall (785)

462-4582.

Personal, real estate taxes due

Thesecond half of 2002 ThomasCounty personal andreal
estatetaxesaredueby Friday. For questions, call thecounty

treasurer’soffice at 462-4520.

462-4596.

Events planned throughout the day include baby bath dem-
onstration, interactionwithlocal daycarechildren, firesafety
and 911. Children who plan to attend need to bring pen and
paper and asack lunch. Snackswill be provided The cost of
theclassis$15. Toenroall, call thehealth department at (785)

Share delivery date noted

Heartland Share delivery isscheduled for Saturday, June
28, at 10a.m. inthe Colby Sacred Heart School gymnasium.
Asan added bonusthismonthisthose ordering Shareand a
specia of the month will have an opportunity to win a bar-

becue grill. Questionsto 460-3579.

Babysitting class planned

The Super Sitter Classwill beheld from9am.to3p.m.,
Wednesday, June 25inthe Thomas County Office Complex.
Children who have completed fifth grade are eligibleto en-
roll, said officialsat the Thomas County Health Department.

LalLeche League plans told

LalL echeLeagueof Northwest Kansasannouncesasum-
mer seriesof informal meetingsforwomeninterestedinfind-
ing out more about breast feeding. Meetings will be held

Sunday, June 22 and Sunday, July 20, from 2:30to 4 p.m. at
theFirst Presbyterian Church meetingroom, 515W. 4th St.,
Colby. A family potluck is also planned from 6 to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 17 at FikePark. Theevents, said ConnieDavis,
with LaLecheLeague, arefor all interested mothers-to-be,

mothers with nursing babies and their partners or support
people. For information, to rent or buy apump or questions
about the meetings, call Davis at (785) 462-7188 or (785)

675-3501.

Swim lessons continue
The Colby Recreation Department is offering swim les-

sons. The second session isunderway and will conclude on
Thursday, June 26, and thethird sessionisfromMonday, June
30 until Thursday, July 10. All sessions have start times of
8:30a.m.,9:30a.m., or 10:30a.m. Lessonswill run M onday

through Thursday, with Friday being amakeup day if there
israin. For questionsor toregister, call the Colby Recreation
Department at (785) 462-4440.
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