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University of Kansas grads
pledge $3 million for hall

LAWRENCE (AP) — A cou-
ple from Seattle has pledged $3
million to build a new scholar-
ship hall on the University of
Kansas campus.

Roger and Annette Rieger,
both 1967 graduates of the
school, pledged the money for
the hall in honor of Roger’s late
brother, Dennis.

Dennis Rieger, a 1972 Kansas
graduate, who also received a
master’s degree at the school two
years later, died of diabetes at age
47. Dennis E. Rieger Hall, the

school’s 11th scholarship hall, is
expected to open in fall 2005. The
hall will have two wings with
suite-style living areas for four to
eight people. It will also have a
courtyard, a dining area, a living
room, a kitchen and a recreational
room.

Scholarship hall residents pay
about $1,400 less per year than
students living in normal resi-
dence halls, but must agree to
work about six hours a week han-
dling household and cooking re-
sponsibilities.

Legislators try to override ag tourism veto
TOPEKA  (AP) — Legislators

said Wednesday they will try to
override Gov. Kathleen Sebelius’
veto of a bill intended to help agri-
cultural tourism.

The bill had won unanimous ap-
proval in the Senate, where Agricul-
ture Committee Chairman Derek
Schmidt expressed confidence that
the necessary two-thirds majority
would vote to override the veto.

Under the measure, such farming
and ranching activities as picking

crops and riding horses would be
classified as “recreational” activi-
ties for which paying visitors can-
not sue property owners if they are
injured. Owners of private property
already have immunity from law-
suits over injuries suffered by pay-
ing visitors while hunting, camping
and fishing.

Injury lawsuits would still be al-
lowed, however, if tourism opera-
tors knowingly exposed visitors to
dangerous conditions. Legislators

Fund raising project underway
KANSAS CITY, Kan. (AP) —

An effort to raise $1 million for a
Lewis and Clark bicentennial event
next year is about halfway to its
goal.

The Wyandotte County Bicen-
tennial Lewis and Clark Task Force
and the Friends of the Kaw have
received a $400,000 commitment
from the Unified Government of
Wyandotte County and Kansas
City, Kan., for a project at Kaw
Point. Kaw Point is the place in east-
ern Kansas City, Kan., where the
Kansas and Missouri rivers meet.

That commitment increased the
money raised to about a half-mil-
lion dollars, said Shari Wilson,
chairwoman of the task force.

The money will be used to build
a historic park to commemorate
Lewis and Clark’s encampment 200

years ago at Kaw Point and for the
Kansas Riverkeeper program.

“I think the UG is really excited
about this project and the opportu-
nity to let people rediscover our riv-
ers and hopefully spearhead some
more development down by the
riverfront,” Wilson said. “We kind
of have a public-private partner-
ship. It’s largely citizen-driven, and
I think that’s been very positive as
well.” The park at Kaw Point will
include an education center, a boat
ramp with river access, trails and
reconstruction of the redoubt built
by the expedition as a temporary
fortification, Wilson said.

Since Lewis and Clark spent
three days in the city 200 years ago,
many visitors retracing the trail are
expected to visit from June 26-29 in
2004.

TOPEKA  (AP) — Visitors to the
Statehouse will no longer have to
sign in, and an additional entrance
will be open for them, Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius said Wednesday.

Sebelius said she ordered relaxed
security at the Statehouse and
nearby government office buildings
effective immediately because fed-

BOSTON (AP) — Daniel
Burnham, who has tried to return
Raytheon Corp. to its core defense
business during five years leading
the company, is resigning effective
July 1.

He will be succeeded by William
H. Swanson, a 31-year company
veteran and currently president of
the nation’s third largest defense
contractor.

“It’s time now for a new, more
personal phase in my life,”
Burnham told shareholders at

were surprised by Sebelius’ veto of
a bill they hoped would promote
agricultural tourism by protecting
farmers and ranchers from liability.

“It’s a real shame the governor
picked a fight on this small bill,”
said Schmidt, R-Independence.

Schmidt  added that in Kansas’
smallest counties, “the most rural
counties, the poorest counties, a lot
of people had a lot riding on this
bill.”

An override attempt is also likely

in the House, where the bill re-
ceived two votes more than consti-
tutes a two-thirds majority, Rep.
Becky Hutchins, R-Holton.

Sebelius’ chief counsel, Matt All,
said the governor wants to help
farmers and promote agricultural
tourism but believed the bill would
be counterproductive. That is be-
cause it would not obligate tourism
operators to disclose the dangers in
some activities, putting both tour-
ists and the industry at risk, All said.

Sebelius relaxes security at Statehouse building
eral homeland security officials last
week downgraded the national ter-
rorist alert level to “yellow” from
“orange.” Federal officials still per-
ceive a significant risk of attacks,
but not a high risk.

Visitors had been required to sign
in at the Statehouse and were sub-
ject to random searches of back-

packs and briefcases since March
20, the day after the U.S.-led war
against Iraq began. Visitors could
enter the Statehouse only through
the east door on the ground floor.

In a memo for “all interested par-
ties,” Sebelius said that visitors will
now be able to use the west wing’s
ground floor entrance.

However, Sebelius said Secre-
tary of Administration Howard
Fricke could continue having visi-
tors to the five office buildings near
the Capitol sign in “as needed.”

She also said the state will have
random, unannounced increases in
security staffing and review secu-
rity issues around individual events.

Burnham resigns as Raytheon CEO, Swanson promoted
Raytheon’s annual meeting at its
Lexington, Mass. headquarters.
“It’s hard to move on. I’m going to
miss this place, but it’s time.”

Former U.S. Sen. Warren
Rudman, Raytheon’s lead director,
said the choice was Burnham’s.

Raytheon, with $16.8 billion in
sales and about 75,000 employees
worldwide, is Massachusetts’ larg-
est industrial employer.

 It makes Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles, some Patriot surface-to-air
missiles and a variety of electron-

ics and aircraft.
Burnham, 56, arrived from

AlliedSignal in 1998, with
Raytheon starting to suffer the af-
tereffects of an acquisition binge
undertaken to diversify itself and
survive post-Cold War defense bud-
get cuts.

Those acquisitions, including a
$9.5 billion merger with the defense
business of Hughes Electronics
Corp., helped Raytheon survive in-
dustry consolidation, but saddled it
with more than $13 billion in debt,

dragging down its stock. Burnham
spent much of his tenure trying to
return Raytheon to its defense-in-
dustry roots.

Burnham cut Raytheon’s debt
nearly in half to under $7 billion
through a reorganization and by
shedding businesses including its
construction and engineering divi-
sion. Analysts also credit him with
making the company flexible
enough to respond to new opportu-
nities after the Sept. 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks.

Kansas senior citizens cautioned about moving industry scams
By OTTO HANDWERK

Crime Victim Volunteer
Johnson County District

Attorney’s Office
For Kansas Senior Press Service
A hidden camera investigation on

a major television network  re-
vealed that though many in the
household moving industry are
honest, others are taking consumers
and all their belongings for a ride.

Johnson County has also experi-
enced moving scams and an inves-
tigation is pending regarding prob-
lems an Overland Park family ex-
perienced in a move to the West
Coast.

In another case, the household

move of an elderly mother, being
moved from a southern state by her
Overland Park adult children, be-
came a costly scam.  These two
cases involved the use of computer
on-line bids by the moving compa-
nies.  Companies also contact con-
sumers by telephone and in person
to make a bid.  In all instances, the
moving company made an inten-
tional low-cost bid on a low esti-
mated weight of household goods.
After the movers had the personal
effects, the weight and cost were
dramatically increased.

 The move to the West Coast was
bid at about $5,000.  When the
mover’s arrived they demanded

$9,800 or “they would take off with
the stuff if we didn’t pay.”  The
original moving company that
made the bid and picked up the
household goods was not the same
moving company that appeared to
deliver the property on the West
Coast.  The E-mail bid itemized
what was included in the move and
stated they accepted major credit
cards or cash.  The delivery com-
pany refused credit cards or a per-
sonal check.  The E-mail bid recom-
mended checking the Better Busi-
ness Bureau (BBB) for the com-
pany headquartered in New York.  A
BBB check listed two companies
with the same name.  The one in

New York had a satisfactory record,
but the one in California had an un-
satisfactory record based on “a pat-
tern of complaints that included in-
creasing the price after the belong-
ings are on the truck, prices exceed-
ing bids, lost or stolen items, late
deliveries, and refusing to deliver
goods without complying with their
demands.  This consumer was do-
ing business with the California
mover.

In the case of the elderly mother’s
move to Overland Park, the bid was
$4,700 and upon delivery the de-
mand was for $9,000.  Both of these
scams had additional problems for
the consumers, I will not set forth,

but are typical moving scams you
can encounter.  I want to suggest
how you can protect yourself.

Tips on Selecting a Moving Com-
pany:

Make plans well in advance.
Leave enough time to have movers
come to your home and give you a
detailed in-home estimate with the
name, address, and phone of the
moving company.

Contact several movers and com-
pare prices and services.

Make sure the mover you se-
lected is licensed and insured by
checking the Department of Trans-
portation.  Also check the Better
Business Bureau rating.


