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To all our readers...

Happpy Valeniines Day

Senator
coming
to town

By TOM (TD) DREILING

Board
to look
at store

Stage building
mentioned as site
for school offices

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Superintendent Kirk Nielsenwill
ask the Colby school board to take
atour of the Stage building during
Monday night’s meeting.

The building is located on the
Wal-Mart Plazaand Nielsen said it
issuitableasapossiblelocationfor
thedistrict’sschool administration
offices.

“It certainly hasalot goingfor it
size-wise,” Nielsen said.

Colby architect Glen Strait will
alsotalk totheboard about updated
floor plansfor anew building, if the
school board shoulddecidetogoin
that direction.

Theboard will also decideMon-
day if they will let bids on a new
building.

Also onthe agendaisacurricu-
lum presentation “Developing
Community Character” with
DeannaHanzlick, Judy Kleinsorge
and Robin Schwanke.

Theboardwill consider whether
tochangetheApril 7board meeting
date.

Theboardwill discussan out-of -
districtfieldtriprequest for students
and two instructors. They will at-
tendtheKansasHospitality Cupin
Topekaon Feb. 21.

Expensesfor thetripwill bepaid
by grants.

Theschool boardwill meetinthe
board room of the administration
building, 210 S. Range.

The meeting getsunderway at 7
p.m.andthepublicisencouragedto
attend.
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Some clouds,

and some sun

Tonight, mostly cloudy. Lows
in the lower 20s. North wind
around 15 mph. Saturday,
mostly cloudy and cooler. Highs
inthemid 30s. Northwind 10to
15 mph. Saturday night, mostly
cloudy. Lowsin the lower 20s.
Sunday, mostly sunny and
warmer. Highsinthelower 50s.
Sunday night...Partly cloudy
andbreezy. Lowsinthemid 20s.
Monday, partly sunny. Highsin
the mid 50s. Tuesday, partly
cloudy, then becoming mostly
cloudy. Lowsinthemid 20sand
highsin the upper 40s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 51

Low thismorning, 28

Soil temperature, 35

Year ago, 51 and 15

Precipitation up to 8 am.,
trace

Month’s precipitation, 0.12

Month’s snowfall, 2 inches

Records, 74in1945and-9in
1936.
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‘Will you be my Valentine?’

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback will
be visiting with residents of Tho-
mas County nextweek aspart of his
“Meet and Greet” tour, his office
told the Colby Free Presstoday.
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Brownback expects to bein
Colby at theairport from9:15a.m.
until 10 am., on Friday, Feb. 21,
said his contact person Erik
Hotmire.

Following his stop in Colby,
Brownback will bein Hoxie from
10:30-11:30intheconferenceroom
at the Sheridan County Health
Complex.

A*“Dutch Treat” lunch will be at
Quinter, at the Q-Inn Restaurant,
fromnoonto 1:30 p.m., after which
Brownback will travel to
WaK eeney tovisitwithresidentsat
the Western Electric community
room from 2-3 p.m.

Brownback’s area tour is de-
signed to give constituents an op-
portunity to question the senator
about issues of concern, such as
drought relief assistance and the
pending action against Iraqg.

Brownback is a member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee
and the House-Senate Conference
Committeedeci ding theoutcomeof
drought relief in the OmnibusAp-
propriationsbill (H.J. Res. 2).

Brownback saidthehill provides
“targeted assistance” to those pro-
ducerswhoneedit.“ Italsoprovides
awaiver of the CRP rate reduction
penalty, and will haveasignificant
positiveimpact acrossthestate,” he
said.

Brownback said hemadeacom:-
mitment to making drought assis-
tancehisfirst order of businessthis
year.

Firemen’s Ball

Children at Smart Start Northwest Kansas distributed Valentine
cards and candy on Wednesday afternoon. Malcolm Small, 6,
held out a box of cards and goodies and then watched as Allysa
Torres, 4, (middle) and Myranda Ortiz, 6, (right) chose a special
treat. Terina Schmidt, lead teacher at Smart Start, said the chil-

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press
dren were busy throughout the week making Valentines and
decorating windows. For those unfamiliar with Smart Start, the
organization’s missionis to increase the quality of early learning
environments and the availability of childcare for those ages birth

to five.

Saturday event

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editot
OAKLEY — Thecity’sfire de-
partment is holding its annual
Firemen’s Ball from 9 p.m. to 1

That takes care of this year

Compromise budget goes to governor

a.m., Saturday, at the4-H Building
inOakley, saidArt Martin, assi stant
firechief. Paul Heskettwill provide
the entertainment, and proceeds
will help the department purchase
equipment, Martin said.
“Without events like the
firemen'sball,” hesaid, “wecoulc

TOPEKA (AP) — With the dif-
ficult task of balancing thisyear’s
budget almost complete, Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius and legislative
leaders looked ahead to the next
budget and saw more of the same.

TheHousevoted 86-36 Thursday
to approve a compromise bill that
eliminates all but $2 million of a
projected $312 million deficit in
fiscal 2003, which ends June 30.
The vote sent the measure to
Sebelius.

The bill cuts spending by $86
million and withholds $95 million
for highway projects and $48 mil-
lionin state aid to cities and coun-
ties.

“1t’ sasnapshot of what’ stocome

in the 04 budget,” said House
Speaker Doug Mays, R-Topeka.
“Thereisagreat deal of paininthat
budget.”

Sebelius said she was not satis-
fied with the budget she has pro-
posedfor fiscal 2004 becauseit sets
amost no money aside asan emer-
gency fund. Her fellow Democrat,
Senate Minority Leader Anthony
Hensley, of Topeka, said the issue
will “loom over thissession.”

Speaking to ameeting of report-
ers and editors from around the
state, Sebelius also said that keep-
ingnextyear’saidtopublicschools
at the current level of $3,863 per
pupil actually representsacut in
funding— becauseschool districts

costsarerising.

The governor said shewas open
to reviewing tax credits given to
businessesin light of arecent state
audit, whichsuggested thestatehas
granted millionsof dollarsinunde-
served tax breaks.

House Minority Leader Dennis
McKinney, D-Greensburg, toldthe
visiting journalists that legislators
are interested in the topic of tax
creditsaswell.

Another possible money-saving
strategy was suggested by Senate
President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, who noted that K ansas
has more than 4,200 local taxing
districts— oneof thehighest num-
bersper capitain the country.

Consolidationscanreducecosts,
and the Legislature should do its
part to ease the process of consoli-
dating local governments, Kerr
said. If other communities wanted
tofollow theexampleof Wyandotte
County and Kansas City, Kan., in
formingaunified government, they
should not haveto seek legidative
approval, he said.

Ontherevenueside, Mayssaidhe
doesn’t sense much support for tax
increases. He also said he would
oppose the idea of issuing bonds
against future revenue from Kan-
sas’ share of the 1998 tobacco
settlement.

All of the officials agreed that
fashioning the 2004 state budget

not buy themany thingsneeded for
training, prevention and
firefighting.”

During the past three years, the
fire department was able to pur-
chase items such as rescue air pil-
lows, battery-operated saws-all, &
VCR for watching training films,
prevention materials and continu-
ous training for emergency re-
sponse.

“We spent $16,715 over those
threeyearsfor theseitemsandtrain-
ing and none of it was taxpayers
money,” Martin said.

He said the money was accumu-
lated over time and through per-
sonal donations, grants, and func
raising. Admissionis$8 per person.
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Courthouseto close, no meeting

Monday being President’s Day, the Thomas County
Courthosuewill beclosed and therewill beno commission-
ers’ meeting. The commissionerswill, instead, meet Tues-
day at9am.

Landfill closing Monday

TheThomas County landfill will beclosed onMonday in
observanceof President’sDay. Supervisor Larry Jumper said
the landfill will be back to normal hours on Tuesday.

Soup supper Saturday

The Episcopal Church Women are planning a soup sup-
per and bake sal e featuring homemade chili, vegetabl e beef
soup, plus baked goodies, at the Colby Community Build-
ingintheactivity room downstairson Saturday, from5to 8
p.m. when Colby faces off with Barton County Collegein
basketball. Soup pricesare $3 for thefirst bowl with refills
$1 and children under five eat free.

Coffee House Night planned

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring itsthird
annual Smoke-free Coffee House Night from 8 to 11 p.m.,
Saturday, at the City LimitsConvention Centerin Colby. An
openmicrophoneisavail ablefor poetry reading, acousticand
electric guitar playing. Musiciansareasked to bring needed
equipment, sai d Janet Worthy, coordinator, and student-pro-
ducedvideotaped public serviceannouncementsandart work
will be displayed to promote smoke free living. Special
coffees, teas, hot cocoaand dessertswill beserved witha$3
admission to cover expenses. For questions, call Worthy at
462-8152.

College board meets Monday

The regular meeting of the Colby Community College
board of trusteeswill beheldat 5p.m., Monday, intheboard
roomof ThomasHall. Trusteesareexpected to approvecon-
tracts, agreements and amission statement. In addition, the
trustees will hear areport from the legislative conference

involving community colleges, and di scussnegotiations. For
guestions, call 462-3984.

Brewster school board to meet
TheBrewster Public School sboard of educationwill hold
itsregular meeting at 7 p.m., Monday, in the school cafete-
ria. The agendaincludes removing consent calendar items;
Western Kansas Liberty L eague concerns; the state’ sreport
card; sharing resourceswith nei ghboring school sand discus-
siononthesenior trip survey. Inaddition, theboard will con-
sider new stage curtains, transfer of land, clarification of
policies and student council requests. Personnel, students
concernsand negotiationsareal so expected to bediscussed.

‘Book Lovers Sale’ Saturday

Pioneer Memorial Library is sponsoring its “Book Lov-
ersSale,” from 9:30a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Saturday, inthebase-
ment of thelibrary, 375W. 4th St. Pricesrangesfrom 10¢ to
amaximum of $5, said Joanne Sunderman, librarian. For
guestions, call 462-4470.
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