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American haters
driving us to war

Secretary of State Colin Powell appeared before the world
body at United Nations headquarters yesterday to lay out the
reasons Saddam Hussein must be removed asleader of Iraq.

Persuasive? Depends on your point of view.

Regardless of what transpiresin the U.N. Security Council
— possiblevetoesby Franceand Germany —theUnited States
isn’'t goingto back downfrommilitarily confronting and driv-
ing“insane” Husseinfrom hislofty perchinthat Mideast hot-
bed.

Themindsof thosewho areguiding our shipof statearemade
up: invade, remove, rebuild.

Whilesomeof our nation’salliesarelessthen enthused with
apossibleinvasion, the thinking isthey will climb on board.
They might be showing astubborn streak right now, but inthe
endthey will figureoutthat itisintheir bestinteresttojointhe
moveto oust thefool.

Support in our own country continues to favor President
Bush. The numbers may be dwindling some, but still more
Americansfeel Husseinisthe primethreat to not only hisre-
gion but al so beyond those confines, and hisouster isamust.

Mr. Powell, former general/chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, wasslow climbing aboardthe“w” train—“w" asinwar
— taking adove's stance on the need for military action. But
merging evidence— not “smoking gun” evidence— beganto
nudge him. Today, heisas staunch asanyonein the adminis-
trationthat Husseinmust goevenif it meansusingthemilitary
might possessed by the most powerful country on the planet.

How closeto war are we? How many more daysareleftin
February might answer that question. The buildupiscloseto
complete and they — the Pentagon — will never tell usjust
how close, although some who study and analyze such situa-
tions are of the belief the buildup is complete. And Hussein
either removeshimself voluntarily or hewill berudely removed
with consequences he probably won't liveto talk about.

We hate war. But sometimes people who hate the United
States of Americadrive usto that end.

Enter: Saddam.

Exit: Saddam.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:

CoLBY FREE PrEss

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920) (785) 462-3963

Colby, Kan. 67701
freepress@nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.
Tom (TD) Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com
Darrel Pattillo, Sports Editor
colbysports@nwkansas.com
Michelle L. Hawkins, family and religion
mhawkins@nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Representative

crystalr@nwkansas.com
Flo Rodriguez - Ad Composition, Legals
BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
Pattie Stevens - Office Manager, Want Ads
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published daily, every Monday through
Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanks-
giving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes Publishing Co., 155 W.
Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. t0 5:30 p.m. Monday
to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use
for publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press
Association, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12
months $64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan,
Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months
$44, 8 months $56, 12 months $72 . Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4
months $51, 8 months $61, 12 months $75. All other states, $75, 12 months.

Nor’'West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

f.i_,r

o AT ,ﬂc"«?c’
# féjfifﬁ’ e

WHERE IS ALL -

THIS EVIDENCE

OF TRAG] WEAPORS
OF MASS
DESTRUCTIONT

J JUsTDON'T
"SEE T

Creating a room for creativity

Clutter stifles creativity. | don’t know if any-
oneelsehassaidthat phrasebut thatiswhat | think
andfedl.

We have been doing some re-decorating and
changing of rooms recently in our household.
With our oldest daughter away at college, our
other daughter moved downstairsintoher sister’s
oldroom. Sofor thelast coupleof monthswehave
been painting and moving furniture and things
around. In the process my office/craft room got
promoted into abigger room.

| chosethecolor yellow for thewalls, because
| had heard somewherethat yellow inspired cre-
ativity. It has been so much fun fixing the room
up and organizing it for the specific purposeof it
being an office/craft room and not a glorified
bedroom that had evolved into an office/craft
room.

Intheprocess, | have been going through files
and drawers that needed organization. Some
things had been ignored since our last move.
Somethings| want to keep, but they just needto
beputinalogical placesothey canbefoundand
used onaregular basis. | ook at other thingsand
wonder, “Why intheworld did | keepthat!” For
some reason, | have a sense of pleasure and ac-
complishment when | clean, sort and seethings
put away with thetrash can full.

Now | havemoreroomfor my booksand places
for my projects, atablefor working on craftsand
drawersand shelvesfor supplies. When | havea

Rosie
Stockton

® Rosie’s
Route

placefor everything and everythinginitsplace,
it givesmethedesiretowork on creativethings.
Clutter doesn’t seemto bother some peopl e, but
| am onethat gainsacertain amount of freedom
from organization. Now | can come into the
room, look around and say, “What do | fed like
working on today?’ (Other artists will under-
stand what | mean by that, because so much of
what motivates usis our emotion, how we feel
about what project we are working on at the
moment.)

Ever sincel wasachild | haveawayshad craft/
art projectsthat | worked onand somehow | was
always given the impression they were silly
projects. Yes, | dwayshad adrawer or two and
someshelvesto put my thingsin, but | never had
aroomthat | decorated exactly how | wantedit,
with placesfor al thethingsthat are important
to me. After taking an art class last semester at
thecollegeit was so encouraging to have some-
onetakemy work serioudly. Thisencouragement

was al so pivotal in motivating meto dedicate 2
room likethis.

Thewindowsarefreefromobstruction, letting
theweather affect my mood and attitude. There
are times, like right now when the weather is
cold, thewindisblowing and the bare branches
arebei ngtossed about by theincoming stormanc
| amthankful that | canbeinsidewhereitiswarm.
I might be moved to work on a quilt that will
someday bewarm and cozy. Other timesthe sun
is bright and the temperature warm and the air
coming in the open windows will have the fra-
grance of spring blossoms, other projects such
as painting or working with clay may entice.
Thentherewill betimeswhen theurgency to sit
down at the computer towritewill bethedirec-
tion the creative juices will flow. There will be
words to write, scenes to describe, letters and
emailsto write or computer art to create.

All of these things are creative and having &
placeto release the creative seeds we have hid-
den deep down inside is a gift we should give
ourselves to devel op the talent we have been
given. | know everyonedoesn’thavethefreedom
to dedicate awhole room to their creative pur-
suits, but if youdo, makeit special, makeit yours
andthenenjoy thethingsyou dobecauseyouare
special, that makeswhat you do special.

Rosie Socktonof Colbyisafrequent contribu-
tor tothispage. Feedbacktotd@nwkansas.com.

Now It’s their turn

A month ago | wrote a column criticizing
Sports Utility Vehicles (SUVs) and, by exten-
sion, their owners. | suggested, among other
things, that intermsof safety, economy and sen-
sitivity to the environment, they were not the
most responsible vehicles one could choose
Hardly had the pieceleft my keyboard whenthe
mail started coming in. Hundreds, even dozens,
of peoplewroteto vent their feelings. Inthein-
terest of fairness, | thought I’ d shareafew of the
letters with you, along with my response. For
example:

“Letmeget thisstraight. SUV ownersarebul -
lies, crazed people, insecureand vain, lack con-
fidence, [are] self-centered, self-absorbed; don’t
care about our neighborsand our communities,
[are] beady-eyed serid killers, Nazis, snipers,
terrorists and wasteful sloths of our natural re-
sources. Well after seeing your picture by your
articlel would say you just described yourself.”

Maybe| should stop cutting my own hair.

“In my opinion, the anti-SUV crowd are as
bigoted and radical as any right wing religious
group. Your generalizationsreally sound pretty
kooky — and you sound likeanut.”

| don’t think calling each other names solves
things.

“Your rhetoric and prattle about SUVsis hu-
morous at best and comes right from your OB-
VIOUS lefty viewpoint. Geez, don't we get
enoughof that crapfromtheprofessional press?’

What doyoumean, “ professional press?’ I'm
asprofessional asthenext press. Youdon't think
I’ dtry and educateflatheadslikeyoufor free, do
you?

Donald Kaul

® Beyond
the Beltway

“1 read your op-ed pieceon SUVsinmy local
newspaper and | agree with you 100 percent. It
wasagreat, well-written piece.”

Thank you. It'snicetoget anintelligent letter
onceinawhile.

“Pointing out all the deficiencies of SUVsis
nothing morethanacover toforceAmericansto
drivelittlekiddie carsand to saveoil consump-
tionand beexposed to being crunched by atrac-
tor trailer. Be honest. You liberals believe we
Americans haveit too good and for the sake of
otherswho are not asfortunateto livein afree
society, plusduetoyour compassion, weshould
dowithless. Of course, that excludesyoudoesn’t
it?’

You'reabsolutely right; I’ vebeenahypocrite.
I’mgoingtosell my car, giveaway my shoesand
go forth barefoot into the world, throwing bro-
ken glassinfront of me. A trueliberal can dono
less.

“1f someoneisabully hewill beabullyif heis
drivingan SUV oraHonda. | driveaminivanand
my experienceisthat thepeopleinsmall carsare
theoneswhowill cut meoff intrafficevery time.
You stated that a Chevy Tahoekills 122 people

for every 1 million, whileaHondaA ccord kil
21.What | wanttoknow s, how many timeswa:
it —thedriver of theHonda's — fault?’

The difference between being bullied by ar
SUV and being bullied by aHondaisthe differ:
ence between going into the ring with Mike
Tyson or Woody Allen.

“1 recently ranfor township officeonan Indie
platformand lost, but | did get 15 percent of the
vote. Asaformer Green Party operative (but ¢
registered Republican) | appreciatecommentary
such asyours.”

Congratul ations. Fifteen percentisthemost ar
honest person shouldexpecttogetinanelection

“1 liked your articlealot. | agree completely
Thisisone of the first things we noticed wher
we moved here from Germany two years ago
TheSUV driversto mearerepresentative of the
typical American and so we have the bullying
Americaand therest of theworld consistsof the
smaller, so unimportant, vehicles.”

Right. And we keep complaining that the
HondaA ccord countriesarecutting usoff (inthe
United Nations).

But enough. GeorgeW. Bush hasjust proposec
anew tax break for businessesthat buy SUV sanc
pickups, thebigger thebetter. Next: atax subsidy
for gasolinethrown onforest fires.
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Donald Kaul iswithout questionthemost dis
liked columnist that appearsin the Colby Fres
Press. Heisretired after serving asWashingtor
columnist for the Des Moines Register. He cov:
ered thenation’scapital for 29 years, winning e
number of awards along the way. Email
donal dkaul @aol .com.
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