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War Is ugly and Bush
must paint it that way

Wemustall listenclosely toPresident GeorgeW. Bush'sSate
of the Union address Tuesday night. It will be one of the most
important such addressesin anumber of years.

The Commander-in-Chief isexpected to dwell to somede-
gree on the pending invasion of Irag. Americans have waited
for sometimeto hear, formally, from the President on thisis-
sue. Hopefully hewill lay outin clear languagewhat heknows
that is pointing him toward an invasion. We have been danc-
ing around thetulipsfar too long. Americans have been | ook-
ing for aso-called “smoking gun” but none has surfaced. Per-
hapsthe President hasheld that bit of information closeto the
vest and will unveil it Tuesday night.

Thiscountry and all countries standing with usin thewake
of awar with “insane” Hussein need to know what he knows
so afair judgment can be made by all factions prior to crank-
ing up the war machinery. Protests against the possible Iraqi
war dominated the headlines aweek ago. Those people have
every righttopublicly display their fearsand concernsof such
an action. Those in support of a possible war with Irag have
every right to also rally for their cause. The justification for
doing so liesin oneword — democracy.

The President must also be up front in his assessment of
American livesthat could end on the battlefields of Irag. He
must al so addressthepossibility of thiswar provoking hell and
firenever beforeseenonthisplanet. If, infact, wedon’t know
what kind of weaponsof massdestruction Saddam Husseinhas
inhisarsenal, or what the consequences might befor our own
safety inour own country, President Bushwill needtotal k about
the scarier aspects of the pending war. So-called paid televi-
sionnetwork experts—retired military personnel — continue
to tell usthat awar with Irag will be over in weeks, perhaps
only afew short months. They assureusthat the Iragis cannot
competewith our technology. It will be, they say, a one-sided
show.

The President probably knowsthe day and the hour hewill
issuethecommandthat beginsthewar. That will probably come
very, very soon after hedeliversthe Stateof theUnionaddress
Tuesday night. Thereseemsto benoturningback. Thebuildup
continues, hundredsof thousandsof Americantroopsareinthe
region, or on their way totheregion.

War isugly. And President Bush must paint it that way.
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Health Midwest | ssue

On January 23, 2003, the Kansas L egidlature
heard testimony from Attorney General Phill
Klineregardingthecontrol of proceedsfromthe
saleof Health Midwest (anot-for-profit organi-
zationworth an estimated $700 millionNET) to
Hospital Corporation of America, or HCA.

Kansas and Missouri both filed suit to ensure
the proceeds from the sale went to charitable
foundationsin each state to provide health care
for the needy. Health Midwest and Missouri
settledtheir suitinalatenight deal Tuesday (21st)
that gives Missouri control of 90 percent of the
proceeds, with the remaining 10 percent to be
usedinKansasdespitethefact that 15-25 percent
of the assets belong to Kansas.

Effectively, Kansas has been excluded from
any control of the proceeds through this deal.
KansasAttorney General Phill Klinesought and
received atemporary restraining order on the
proceeds from Kansas assets. To assist him in
gaining control of our assets the House and the
Senate passed legislation (SB 44) Thursday and
the Governor signed on Friday “ emergency leg-
isation.”

Thelegidlation createsafoundationto admin-
ister proceeds from the sale of Health Midwest
toHCA. Furthermore, it providesfor aboard of
18, serving 3-yearterms, al beingresidentsof the
areathatisserved by thecharitablehospital. Five
areappointed by theGovernor, 5by theAttorney
General, 3 by the Senate President, 3 by the
Speaker, and 1 each by the Minority Leader of
both the Senate and the House. Thisfoundation
isintended to finance charitable healthcare in
Wyandotte, Johnson, and Allen counties.

Broadband Deregulation

According to SBC (Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone), their willingness to deploy high-speed
Internet servicesacrossthe state dependson the
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fateof HB 2019. ThePresident of SBCfeel sthat
price regulation proposed by the KCC would
discourage the company from extending its
broadband serviceto smaller communities. Ac-
cording to opponents of HB 2019 (many local
and national telecommunications companies),
SBCcouldstill provideservicewhilebeingregu-
lated. Ineffect, HB 2019wouldremovetheKCC
from any oversight, thus allowing SBC market
control over DSL service. With or without the
bill, cable can continue to compete in this mar-
ket.

Currently, SBC has to share their voice net-
work with other phone companies. The KCC
ruled that they have to share data also. Passage
of HB 2019 would remove the requirement to
share.

DriversLicensesfor |llegal Aliens

TheJudiciary Committeewill behaving hear-
ingsonHB 2039, apossibly controversial piece
of legislation. Passage would allow undocu-
mented immigrants (who passrequired tests) to
obtainadriver’slicenseusingfederal taxidnum-
bers.

Fiscal Year 2003 Budget Recision

The Appropriations Committee passed Gov.
Sebelius recisionbill (HB 2026) for Fiscal Year
2003 on Friday morning. The House of Repre-
sentatives should debate the bill on Wednesday
or Thursday of thisweek. Thebill cutsspending

inthecurrent fiscal year ending June 30, 2003.
It also restores some budget cuts by Governor
Gravesto education and social services.

Other items:

* Correctionsand Juvenile Justice:

Will be reviewing Sentencing Guidelines.
Possibledternativesentencingfor drug offenses
could beacontroversial issuethisyear.

* Education:

Legislation has been introduced to reform
teacher tenureby eliminating thehearing officer
andgoingstraighttoDistrict Court. Also, it con-
sidersallowingdistrictstorenegotiatecontracts
for teachersand administratorswhentheir bud-
getsarecut.

* Ethicsand Election:

Considering a bill to tighten recall petition
standardsfor school board members. Associa
tion of Broadcasters has requested areview of
the Open Meetings Act in light of Governor
Sebelius' transition meetings.

* Higher Education:

Receiving briefings from Regents I nstitu-
tions, Vocational Technical Schoolsand Com:-
munity Colleges.

* |nsurance;

Themost controversial issuefor theyear will
be credit scoring for insurancerates. Currently
the committeeis considering foreign language
insurance contracts, mandates for contracep-
tivesand mandatesfor coverage of care during
clinical trials.

Thissession islooking to be agood one. We
aregetting our work donequickly and coopera-
tively. | hopethingswill continuerapidly, effi-
ciently andinaway thatimprovesthefuturefor
all of Kansas. Please contact mewith your con-
cerns and questions. Email me
(jmorriso@ink.org) if you wish to be added to
amailinglistthat | will beusinginaweek or so.

Confronting the reality

Over acentury ago scientistscontemplatedthe
effect of the growing use of fossil fuels on the
composition of Earth’satmosphereand climate.
They predicted Earth’s temperature would rise
if atmospheric carbondioxideincreased substan-
tialy.

Duringthe 20th century consumption of coal,
oil and gas soared, CO2 increased and Earth’'s
temperaturerose, culminatinginthe1990swith
the warmest decade on record.

In 2001 the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change(IPCC) summarizedwhat isknown
sofar. Theworld’sexpertsconcludedthat, while
Earth’stemperaturevariationsover thelast half-
century were dueto the combined effects of so-
lar variation, volcanic activity, and the human
releaseof greenhousegases, “ most of thewarm-
ing is attributable to anthropogenic activity.”
Followingreleaseof thel PCCreports, aNational
Academy of Sciences(NAS) review, requested
by the Bush Administration, agreed with the
IPCC conclusions.

Articulatepeople, who, without the benefit of
any new research, cast doubt on the scientific
consensus, can have enormous appeal. To the
nonscientist such“ skeptical” viewsoffer seduc-
tive comfort.

M oreover, when scientific understandingim-
pliesaneedtochangeestablishedbusinessprac-
tices, thevoiceof theskepticisoften powerfully
amplified. No matter how strong the scientific
case in the 1960s that phosphates in detergents
werealtering river and |ake ecosystems, or that
smoking damaged human health, therewereal -
ways people with scholarly credentials willing
to publicly say that something might be wrong
with the scientific consensus.

Thosewho disagreed with the scientific con-
sensusonclimatechangein 1990 arguedthat any
changein Earth’stemperature merely reflected
aphase of anatural cycle. Five yearslater they
argued the increase was small and unlikely to
makemuchdifference. Thenthey suggestedthat
natural and human systemswould, on average,
do better with warming. Now they argue that,
despite the dangers of climate instability, the
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costs of prevention aretoo great.

Patterns in extreme weather events have
changed over thepast ha f-century. Inthelast five
yearsthere have been numerous record-setting
hot, dry and wet weather events have created
social and economicupheaval, withtragiclosses
of lives, livelihoods and infrastructure, espe-
cialyinLatinAmerica, AsiaandAfrica. Recent
Europeanfloodswill cost tensof hillionsof dol-
lars. The2001 floodingin Houstonwasthemost
costly precipitation disaster in U.S. history.

Along the Eastern U.S. seaboard, recent
drought hascaused morewidespread damageto
treesthan any other weather phenomenoninthe
last century.

Whileno singleunusual weather event canbe
attributed directly togreenhousewarming, these
trendsinextremeeventsareexpectedwithatmo-
spheric and ocean warming. Simply put, inone
human generation the old oddsfor fifty or hun-
dred year storms have changed.

Despite U.S. rejection of the Kyoto Protocol,
recent commitments for ratification by Japan,
Canada and Russiawill assureitstaking force.
I mportantly, some major corporationsthat pre-
viously doubted the science are now convinced
thethreatisreal. In 1998 British Petroleum, for
example, pledged to meet a Kyoto-like emis-
sionstarget— al10percent reductionfrom 1990
baselinelevelsintheir worldwideoperationsby
theyear 2010. They succeeded, 8 yearsahead of
schedule, at no net cost.

Those who argue that it is better to wait and
seewhat thefuture holds, or that moreresearch
isnecessary beforewecanact, or that theinvest-
ment requiredto shift fromfossil fuelswould be

better spent on directly alleviating poverty and
disease, make several fundamental errors.

First, they fail to recognize that the climatic
effects on plant distribution, animals, ice anc
snow arenow documentedonall continents, anc
disruptionsin natural systems are aready evi-
dent, asmany species— including someof eco-
nomic value or are human disease carriers —
moveinto new territories.

Second, they ignoreproj ectionsthat surprises
and abrupt changes are, as detailed in another
NASreport, “inevitable.”

Third, they fail to acknowledgetheinertiain
the climate system. While reducing fossil fuel
consumption today will not bring immediate
relief from damages dueto climate change, ac-
tion is needed now to reduce the potentia for
more severe harm in coming decades.

Fourth, they fail to acknowledge that the
world’s most disadvantaged people will be the
most affected by amorevariable climate.

Finally, they fail tounderstand that widespreac
development of renewable energy and energy-
efficient technol ogieswoul d createnew jobsanc
enterprises, especially in poor nations, adding
wealth to the global economy.

Aswe reflect upon tensions in the world to-
day that arelinked to oil resources, theincreas-
ing concernabout unsustai nabledevelopmentin
both developed and devel oping countries, and
therealizationthat global climatechangeisupon
us, aconvergent futuredirection becomesclear:
aclean energy transition — given the proper fi-
nancial incentives— can becomethe engine of
growth for the global economy and lead us to-
wards a healthier, more equitable and more se-
cureworldinthis21st Century.
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James J. McCarthy, Ph.D., is professor of
Oceanography at Harvard University and was
Co-Chair of the IPCC 2001 Assessment, \Wor k-
ingGroupll.AndPaul R. Epstein,M.D.,M.P.H.,
isassociatedirector of the Center for Healthand
the Global Environment, Harvard Medical
School. The views expressed are theirs and not
necessrily those of the Colby Free Press.



