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Colby School Superintendent Kirk Nielsen (with part of necktie cut off) and Colby Grade School parapro-
fessional Robyn Rogers applied hair coloring to Colby Grade School Principal Terrel Harrison this morn-
ing in the grade school gym. Harrison and Nielsen both lost a bet with the students at the school, who
wagered thatthey could get 2,000 books read as part of Children’s Book Week. “Mr. Nielsen's tie was cut
once for every 200 books that the kids read,” Harrison said. “And then | bet the kids that if they read 2,000
books, | would color my hair red, white and blue.” The students tallied 2,005 books.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Drug-related incident

Two are arrested in Winona house raid

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

A Thursday evening raid of ahome
in Winona resulted in the arrest of a
man and women.

Logan County Sheriff Pat Parsons
said that the arrests were the result of
an approximatefour monthinvestiga-
tion by their agency and others.

Hesaid three adultsweretakeninto
custody: Tracy L. Hurd, 19, her hus-
band, Christopher A. Hurd, 25, and a
femal eneighbor, whomauthoritiesdid
notidentify. Boththe Hurdswerebook
for possession of marijuana with the
intent to sell within 1,000 feet of a
school, possession of methamphet-

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 63

L ow thismorning, 30

Year ago today, 63 and 23

Temperature at 11:30 today, 63

Soil temperature, 46

Recordsfor Nov. 22: 75in 1924,
-5in 1929

Theforecast

OncetheColby/Oakley areagets
through tonight and most of Satur-
day — lows mid-30s and highs
around 50 — .then winter arrives.
Saturday night and all the way
through Tuesday, it’ll be cloudy
and cold with periods of snow and
some wind. Highswill beonly in
the 20s with lows dropping down
around10to 15. But Thanksgiving
Day is expected to be clear and
warmer with highs near 50.

amines with the intent to sell within
1,000 feet of a school and other drug
related charges. The neighbor was
takeninto custody and questioned, but
|ater released. Parsons said she could
till face possible charges in connec-
tion with the bust.

Along with theadults, two children
were in the house. The two-year-old
daughter of the Hurds was taken into
protective custody and turned over to
her grandmother andthefive-year-old
child of the neighbor was taken to a
family member while the mother was
being questioned.

“Itisasad situationwhenthekidsare
sittingtherewheredrugsarebeing sold
and used,” said Parsons.

Doug Murphy, drug enforcement
coordinator for the Quad County Drug

Task Force, said that on a subsequent
search of the house, marijuana, meth-
amphetamines and cash were recov-
ered. Parsons added that drug para-
phernalia and a vehicle were also
seized.

“The investigation is ongoing and
other arrests are pending,” said
Murphy.

Parsons said he was “very grateful
to all the agencies that assisted the
L ogan County Sheriff’sOfficewiththe
operation.”

“1 want to thank every agency who
helped — the Oakley Police Depart-
ment, Thomas County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Colby Police Department, Quad
County Drug Task Force, Kansas Bu-
reau of Investigation and the National
Guard,” hesaid.

Rally for coaches

Delegation shows up at board meeting

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

More than 30 people showed up at
the Colby School Board meeting on
Thursday night to show their support
for Colby High School basketball
coachesTom Beckman, ShaunKidder
and Derek Bissett.

During the Nov. 4 school board
meeting, after thisreporter hadleft due
to illness, board member Bill Miller
made a motion to rescind the supple-
mental contracts of Kidder, Beckman
and Bissett. The motion carried after
being seconded by board member
Wilburn Holloway, and voted for by
board members Cathy Gordon and
John Cranston, as well as Miller and
Holloway. Board members Tracy
Rogers and Gerry Fulwider voted
against themotion. A motionwasthen
madeby Gordontorescindthemotion
to rescind the contracts of the three
coaches. The motion was made by
Gordon and seconded by Fulwider.
Rogers, Gordon and Fulwider voted
for the motion, Miller, Holloway and
Cranstonvotedagainstit. Board presi-
dent was Stan Mol stad wasabsent that
night, sothevotewas3-3, whichmeans
the motionfailed.

The same motion, to rescind the
motion to rescind the contracts of the
coaches, wasmadeby Gordonand sec-
onded by Fulwider. After a period of
discussion, this motion passed 4-2,
with Rogers, Gordon, Cranston and
Fulwider voting for it, and Miller and
Holloway voting against. No supple-
mental contractswere rescinded.

Both Miller and Gordon confirmed
thismorning that there had been com-
plaintsreceived about thecoaches, but
declined to say what those complaints
were.

“Let’snot throw any gasolineonthe
fire,” Miller said. “It's over and done
with, and nobody wasfired. Let’'sjust
leaveit alone.”

Atthebeginningof Thursday night’s
meeting, several citizens spoketothe

boardinsupport of thecoaches. Ralph
Wolf spoke for the assembled group,
andread aletter excerptedinpart here:

“We, asparents, havegottentoknow
players from other high schools
throughour girls. Therearemany girls
who have commented that they wish
they could play for CHS and Coach
Beckman because of thelevel of play,
thesuccessand funthesegirlshaveon
and off the court. Yes, these girls do
have fun during the games. They can
have fun because they have put in all
the hard work and sacrifice during
practicesthat it takesto play well and
with confidence. Coach Beckmanand
Kidder expect nothinglessout of each
and everyone of them...

“...The Board of Education should
bevery proud of thecoaching staff that
Mr. Quenzer has put together for our
school system. These people arevery
well qualified and very dedicated to
both CHS and the students. When Mr.
Quenzer recommendshead coachesto
the school board, he is doing so with
confidence that these head coaches
will buildtheprogramfromstart tofin-
ish. The head coaches are given the
authority to select the coaches for all
levels of their sport — middle school
and high school. These other coaches,
then, havetheresponsibility toprepare
their teams as per the requirements of
thehead coach. Thisisnodifferentthan
teachers at the elementary level, for
instance. The kindergarten teachers
teachand preparethestudentsfor first
grade— thefirst gradeteachersteach
and prepare the students for second
grade— — and so on. The coaches at
the 7th grade level teach and prepare
their players for 8th grade and so on.
With all the coachesteaching and pre-
paringthesameprogram, youwill con-
tinue seeing the skill levelsand confi-
denceof our programsincreaseandwe
will continue to be teams to be reck-
oned with throughout the state.

“The Board of Education is ulti-
mately responsi blefor signingthecon-

tracts of all personnel in the Colby
School System. However, being that
the Board of Education is a gover-
nance board and not an operational
board, you depend onthesuperinten-
dent, who dependson the principals,
whodependontheathleticdirector to
put in place the best possible coach-
ing staff for our students. Therefore,
let’scontinueto rely onthischain of
command to do the best for Colby.”

No action was taken by the board
concerning the contracts of thethree
coaches.

In other business:

« The board approved funding the
insurancefundat arateof $10,000 per
month for the calendar year of 2003.
Thedistrictwill stay withBlueCross/
Blue Shield through 2003, then
switch to the state of Kansas insur-
anceplanfor itsemployees.

« The board approved moving
ahead with plansto start an achieve-
ment-based charter school. Curricu-
lumdirector DianaWieland agreedto
have afinal proposal ready for the
board sometimein December.

« The board approved Superinten-
dent Kirk Nielsen’s request for an
engineering study to be done as part
of an application for grant money,
which would be used to upgrade the
Colby Middle School energy system.

« An out-of-district field trip re-
quest was approved for studentsand
faculty to attend the Tech Expo in
Goodland.

T he board approved amotion to
let bidsfor anew vehiclefor thedis-
trict.

* Areguest by aGrinnell student to
play baseball in Colby wasdenied by
the board.

« The board accepted the resigna-
tion of Julie Price as bus driver, and
approved hiring Pat Kaiser as a bus
driver.

The next regular meeting of the
Colby School board will beon Mon-
day, Dec. 16,at 7 p.m.

Higher Learning Commission liaison
pays visit to Colby College trustees

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Cecilia Lopez, Higher Learning
CommissionliaisonfromChicago, ad-
dressed the College Community Col-
lege Board of Trusteesat their Thurs-
day meeting on reaccreditation.

L opez was on campus throughout
theday inpreparationfor thereaccredi-
tation team’s site visit which will be
conducted by the commissionin Sep-
tember of 2004.

Theprocessislengthy andinprepa-
rationfor thefina sitevisit, thecollege
has prepared a comprehensive Self-
Study Report. The report was started
in the spring of 2001 and committees
consisting of faculty and staff mem-
bers, community representatives and
students have beenworking onthere-
port.

While here, Lopez met with Dr.
Mikel Ary, college president, and the
deansto provideguidanceand sugges-
tions to the self-study committee
chairs.

During the board meeting, Lopez
said shewas pleased to seethat all six
board members areinvolved in some
way with the self-study.

“Your roleis essential in this self-
study...kudosto you!”

She commended the strong admin-
istrativesupport of thecollegeand said
they were preparing the school very
well for the process.

In other business:

 Gracemary Melvin, Dean of Stu-
dents, gaveapresentationover areport
givenby aconsultant hiredtoevaluate
thenursing program. Melvinsaidthere
had been a concern over the passrate
of studentsintheNorton programfrom
1998 to 2002. The chairperson of the
nursing department suggested that a
consultant be brought in to give sug-
gestions on waysto improve the pro-
gram and the number of studentswho
pass.

Suggestionsincluded: switchingthe
order inwhich the studentstake some
of the classes; aminimum passrate of
70percent; alteration of thetest review
process, changing thewei ght distribu-
tion given to daily work; stiffening
admissions standards and academic
rigor.

Nursing director Tracey Stark will
beimplementing these changesin the
programsbothinColby andin Norton.

« Jerry Arensdorf of Kennedy and
Coe was present to review the fiscal
audit for theyear which ended on June
30. Hecommented that the $1,703,874
in federal awards to students when
coupledwiththe$1,417,273infederal
family educational loansamounted tc
$3,121,147 that is being expended in
the community during thefiscal year.
Hesaidthat inthefutureauditswill be
conducted using government stan-
dards, because of new federal regula-
tions, the way current accounting
methodsused by the collegewill need
to be changed.

« Affiliation agreements and part-
timeoutreachinstructor contractswere
approved.

Aryinformedtheboardthat agroup
of people are interested in building &
rodeo arena south of 1-70 and have
approachedthecollegetobeinvolved.
He asked the board to let him know
their thoughts on the subject.

* It trustees voted to use Perkins'
Vocational Fundsto purchasefivepro-
jectors, four video processorsand el ght
Dell laptop computers.

Thetotal amount for all the equip-
ment is$26,845.

mee B riefly mee———ssee———

pus. Blood work will be done on Saturdays, Jan. 4 and 11. The
registration feeis$5, with the addition feesfor some of thetests.

Landfill holiday schedule noted

The Thomas County Landfill will be closed in celebration of
Thanksgiving on Thursday, Nov. 28, and Friday, Nov. 29. The
landfill will be open for itsregular hours of operation on Satur-
day and Sunday following the holiday. For questions, contact the

landfill at 462-8139.

Vehicle tag reminder

DonitaApplebury, Thomas County treasurer, isreminding ev-
eryone that the courthouse will be closed on Thursday and Fri-

day, Nov. 28 and 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday. For thosewho

have not yet purchased tags and whose last name beginswith T,
V or W, might wantto consider buyingtheir li censeplatetagsprior
totheholiday sincethe next available day the officeisopen will

be Monday, Dec. 2.

Applebury also said that those planning to travel prior to the
holiday shouldtry to comein asearly aspossibleonWednesday,
Nov. 27 or sooner to avoid long waiting lines.

For questions about the deadlines, call 462-4520.

Businesses asked to participate
With the Wellness Fair nearing, businesses are being asked to
take part in promoting community health and wellnessby cover-
ing the cost of the fair registration and or health screenings for
their employeeswho may want to participate.
Thefair will beheld on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2003, from 9a.m. to
1 p.m. atthestudent union onthe Colby Community Collegecam-

Orchestrato open season Sunday

ThePrideof thePrairieOrchestrawill beopeningits22nd sea-
son beginning at 3:30 p.m. Sunday inthe Col by High School au-
ditorium. Theconcertisentitled, “WeCel ebratethe Season.” The
orchestrais supported by its many Friends of the Orchestra.

Admission to the concert will be by Friends of the Orchestra
membership with Randi Olsonthecontact person. For questions
or membership, call Olsonat 465-9125. Ticketswill alsobeavail-
ableat the door.

Pfeifer, scout |eader.

ing until Nov. 29.

Scout fund raising underway

Colby Girl Scoutsin Cadette Troop 110 (seventh graders) are
currently selling cookie dough, pizzas and other products with
proceeds going to support council-wide activities, said Brette

Theproductsarefrom* RedWheel” andthescoutswill besell-

For questions or to place orders, call 462-6998.

Child Birth Class begin

TheColby Child Birth Education Class Seriesisunderway and
the four-week classwill be held each Thursday through Dec. 4,
but will not meet on Thanksgiving.

Classeshourswill befrom7to 10p.m. andwill beintheHealth

Science Building at Colby Community College.
Forinformation or toregister, call Jeanne Brown at 462-4850.
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