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Common sense needed

To The FreePress:

Last week we received notice, viathe Free Press, that the
Colby School District, Colby Community College and the
county commissioners (post election), are all wanting to in-
creasetheir mill levy.

The present Colby School District administration building
was reportedly sold for $1. How doesthe board justify an ex-
pensive new building for afew personnel while making cuts
where studentsaredirectly involved?

Inbusiness, | essincome meanswe cut expenses, or someone
more efficient takesover. They may al so eliminatetop paying
positionsto cut budget.

The Colby School District enrollment has been decreasing.
Doesn’'t that mean | ess of something?

And Colby Community College, isn’'t the idea to conserve
water? You want to drill awell so you can use more water?
Maybe students and parents would be more impressed with
someof those 13 acresbeing usedfor parkingorinbuffalograss!

Our economy isstruggling! Thismay beoneof thedriestyears
onrecord. Yes, Colby hashad recent rain but not the surround-
ing areas. Water level saredeclining. Many irrigated cropsare
adisaster. Thedryland farmer hasnofall crop, most have sold
all their cattle dueto no grass. Unlessthereis adequate mois-
ture, fall wheat planting is questionable. Local businessmen
have expressed concern.

At least two people campaigning for notax increase, wonin
the primary election. Could thisbe used asawake up call?

Let'sfacereality, and set some examplesof common sense!

Sharon Stramel
Colby
(L etter #114)
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About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers.

L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address. Most importantly, all letters
must include asignature. Unsigned |etters cannot be published.
Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise,
reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest
or considered offensiveor libelous.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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The other day afriend sent me abunch of quotes
by famous people on avariety of subjects. What
makesit worthrepeatingisthefact that many of these
statements were so ridiculous and should make all
of usfeel alot smarter.

Inall fairness, though, | can see how silly things
aresaid now andthenbecausetheday that | read some
of thefollowing, | almost madethesamemistakein
an article about the new high school principal.

It usually happens to me when | am pushed for
deadline to get an article done and with little turn-
aroundtimefromtheinitial interview towritingthe
story.

Somy exampleof almost sayingsomethingtotally
ridiculous wasthis: The new high school principal
said hewasgladto be here, adding that he believed
that Colbyisatownyouwon't seeinany other place.

Although| usually don'ttattleonmyself likethis,
it just seemed so appropriate to the rest of this col-
umn — so pleaseread on.

* Thisquestion, “If you couldliveforever, would
you?’ was addressed to Miss Alabama during the
1994 MissUSA Contest.

Her answerwas:. “ | wouldnotliveforever, because
we should not liveforever, becauseif wewere sup-
posedtoliveforever, thenwewouldliveforever, but
wecannotliveforever, whichiswhy | wouldnotlive
forever.”

» Mariah Carey had thisto say about starving chil-
dren: “Whenever | watch television and see those
poor starvingkidsall over theworld, | can’t help but
cry. | mean, I'd love to be skinny like that, but not
with all thosefliesand death and stuff.”

* Brook Shields madethefollowing comment on
smoking: “ Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've
lost avery important part of your life.”

“Whenever | watch TV and seethose poor starv-

s of thetongue
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ingkidsall overtheworld, | can’thelpbut cry. | mean
I’dloveto be skinny likethat, but not with all those
fliesand death and stuff,”

* Oneathlete, Winston Bennett, basketbal | forward
for the University of Kentucky, who recently was
operated on said this: “I’ve never had major knee
surgery on any other part of my body,”

» Washington D.C. Mayor Marion Barry told re-
porters: “ Outsideof thekillings, Washingtonhasone
of thelowest crimeratesin the country.”

*AndHillary Clintonmadethefollowingdipwhile
talking about the rel ease of subpoenaed documents:
“I’mnot going to havesomereporterspawing through
our papers. We arethe president.”

*Alsointhepolitical circles, acongressional can-
didatein Texaswasquoted assaying: “ Thatlowdown
scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by ajack-
ass, andI’'mjust theonetodoit.”

* Thisone came from Danny Ozark, Philadelphia
Phillies: “Half thisgameis ninety percent mental.”

* Al Gore, vice-president had thisto say about the
environment: “It isn't pollution that’'s harming the
environment. It'stheimpuritiesin our air and water
that aredoingit.”

*DanQuaylesaid: “I loveCalifornia. | practically
grew upinPhoenix,” and President GeorgeBushsaid,
“1t’ sno exaggerationto say that theundecidedscoul d

go oneway or another”

Here'safew more:

* “We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How
much clean air dowe need?,” said Leelococca

*“Theword“genius’ isn't applicableinfootball.
A geniusisaguy like Norman Einstein,” said Joe
Theisman, NFL football quarterback and sportsana-
lyst.

* “We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply
exclude certain types of people,” said Col. Gerald
Wellman, ROTC Instructor.

«“|f wedon't succeed, weruntherisk of failure,”
Bill Clinton, former president.

* “Your food stamps will be stopped effective
March 1992 because we received notice that you
passed away. May God blessyou. You may reapply
if thereisachangein your circumstances,” said an
official fromthe Greenville, S.C. department of so-
cial services.

After reading themajority of these statements, we
shouldall feel smarter, butjustincaseyoustill ques-
tion that, read on:

The following warning label was attached to &
drum of industrial -strength detergent. It said: If you
cannot read English, do not use this product until
label hasbeen explained to you.

Or thisonewasacorrection printedin an [1linois
newspaper. It read: Anitemin the March 6 police
news incorrectly identified the suspect in a dispute
incident as the wife of the 43-year-old victim's ex-
husband. The suspect is actually the ex-wife of the
victim'shusband.

Andonelast dumb statement: If youdon’t get this
message, call me back.

*kkk*k

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her column

appearson Thursdays.

L et’sbring them up to date

Until recently, food stamps were paper coupons
that people cashed in at the checkout counter. Now,
in most places, people put aplastic card into ama
chine. Soon, therewill beonly plastic cards. Why do
we continueto call thisprocess“food stamps’ ?We
need to change the name.

We also need to change the program. It was de-
signed to supplement the food budget of poor fami-
lies, primarily those on welfare, then called AFDC.
Itwasalsointended to helpalimited number of poor
working familiesand seniors.

SinceAFDC wasabolished in 1996 and replaced
with TANF, the welfare rolls have been cut in half.
More than athird of those on food stamps were ei-
ther eliminated by new restrictions, discouraged by
bad treatment and unnecessary paperwork or dis-
qualifiedby dightly rising salariesduringthesecond
half of the’ 90s.

WhenPresident Clintonintroducedwelfarereform
inhis1992 presidential campaign hesai dthat theway
toreducewelfarewasto makework pay. For tensof
millionsof Americans, work doesnot pay. They can-
not feed their families.

There are several steps that our government can
taketomakework pay, such asraising theminimum
wageandincreasing the Earned Income Tax Credit.
Another effective stepisto expand food stampsasa
wage supplement for poor working families, and to
make surethat familiesthat are eligiblereceivethis
much needed benefit.

Herearesevera suggestionsfor extendingthefood
stamp program to millions of families.

1. Outreach — Many of thefamilieswho aredli-
gibledo not know it. Last year the U.S. Department
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of Agriculture (USDA) formed partnerships with
dozens of grassroots programs to devel op effective
waysof telling peopleabout theprogramand process-
ing the applications. We need to identify the most
effectiveof thoseprogramsand fund them el sewhere.
Also, weneedtowork withmediaexpertsto createa
national awareness campaign.

2. Simplify the application form —Thereisno
need for ten or twenty pages. Many statesand coun-
tieshave created oneto two pageforms. The USDA
should give awardsfor the most compact and effec-
tive onesand promote them nationally.

3.Maketheapplication processmoreaccessible
and user friendly — Open offices on weekendsto
accommaodate working people. Allow more contact
by phone, fax and email. Allow peopleto signupfor
food stampswhen they obtain other benefitssuch as
Medicaid. Allow unscheduledinterviewsfor thefirst
visitand|et clientssignupthen. Schedul esubsequent
interviewsat theclient’sconveniencewherepossible.
Be clear about what papers are needed, and accom-
modatelanguageneeds. Haveclear wording onfood
stamp notices. Most important, inspire workers by
convincingthemthat they arethefirstlineof defense
against hunger, and that they arepromoting self-reli-

ance.

4. Allow semi-annual reporting — instead of
quarterly.

5. Allow owner ship of areasonably priced car
— Only fivepercent of workerstakepublictranspor-
tation to work. How can the government expect
peopleto get to work and off welfarewithout acar

6.Allowan automaticsix monthsof food stamps
for any family that hasused up itstimeon TANF.

7. Use state waiver s for unemployed single
adults— Thecurrent law allowsonly threemonths
of food stamps every three years for single unem-
ployed adults aged 18 to 49. In areas of high unem-
ployment that exceed thenational averageby at least
one fifth over atwo year period, states can exempt
15 percent or moreof thoseineligible. USDA should
encourage the use of that waiver. States should not
apply thetimelimit to personslivinginahousewith
achild under 18.

8. Housing allowance — Housing costsvary in
different regionsof thecountry. Therefore Congress
shoulddevel opamoreequitablemethod of determin-
ingtheallowancethatismorerealisticfor theregion.

9. Finger printing— Endthecostly finger print-
ing of applicants. Thisdiscouragesfamiliesfromap-
plyingand hasnot proveneffectiveinreducingfraud.

Bill Ayresisthe co-founder and executive direc-
tor of World Hunger Year (WHY). Visit:
www.wor ldhungeryear.org

Comments to td@nwkansas.com, or mail him at
the Colby Free Press, 155W. 5th, 67701. Theviews
expressed are solely those of thewriter.
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