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Brielle Bange’s
pbeautiful beat

Baby’s heart getsneeded | our
attention, prognosisgood |  people

By PATTY DECKER and her family were grateful to Drsaved their daughter’s life, but to %
Free Press Editor Raymond Ketting, a pediatrician atthpeople here as well.

A lot of big hearts have been go€olby Medical and Surgical Center, When asked about the
ing out to help a tiny heart in manyor spotting the condition so quickly. community’s support, Tawnia said,
ways. And so far things are looking “At two weeks old, | took Brielle to “Oh my gosh, it was overwhelming
favorable. Dr. Ketting because our daughter’s leftow children and others reached ou

It's been a tough year for ondand was cold and turning purple,” shi® us.” Tawnia, who is a third grade
Colby family, but with the help of thesaid. “After doing some checking anteacher at Colby Elementary School,
community reaching out to themlistening to her heart, it turned out thataid students and teachers alike or
they say things are looking up.  she had what'’s called a washing maanized so many activities to raise

Paul and Tawnia Bange recentlghine murmur. He could hear the bloochoney to help them.
returned from Presbyterian Stsloshing back andforthfromtheleftto “There were ice cream socials,
Luke’s in Denver where their daughthe right side of the ventricles.” spaghetti feeds, bake sales, a baske
ter, Brielle, underwent open heart Less than two months old, Brielldball game and kids at all grade lev-
surgery. was taken to Denver for the first timels contributed whatever they

“Our daughter had a hole in thand hospitalized for two weeks wittcould,” she said. “Students ingrade
center of her heart and it affected atlongestive heart failure and eatingindergarten through twelfth emp-
four chambers,” Tawnia said. “Theroblems, Tawnia said. “At the end ofied their piggy banks — it was so
prognosis looks good and we arilay, she was back in Denver for thenuch caring and it meant so much to
very hopeful that everything will besurgery to make one of the heart valvesir family.”
okay.” into two and doing well.” Along with Brielle, the Banges —e

Brielle was born with the heart Not only is the family grateful tohave two other children: Brittany, 9, PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press
problem, she said, adding that sh¢etting and the other physicians whand Brooklyn, 4. Brielle Bange gets an affectionate touch from her older sister, Brittany, 9, as Tawnia Bange, mother, watched.

Waters in flooded Texas city slowly recede; victims survey damage

By ANGELA K. BROWN tried to get a glimpse of the saturated roaldsst 48,000 houses have been affected stéde¢ns hit by a thunderstorm early Saturdafjles and documents to higher floors. Son
Associated Press Writer downtown butwas turned away at a roadbloakide — double the number of cases reportétbre than 1,500 people had been evacuatatkalership lots were empty Sunday.
BROWNWOOD, Texas (AP) — As murkyalong with dozens of other drivers. “I neveafter Tropical Storm Allison last year, accord- B.J. Flynn, 70, waited Sunday at a temporaryThe flooding likely won’t completely rece
water lapped against sandbags piled in frontbbught I'd see this much flooding again. Anithg to the American Red Cross. In some placsbgelter at the Abilene Civic Center for word oior several days, said Brownwood City M
restaurants, motels and gas stations, residémtsver wanted to.” rivers have crested as high as 28 feet abavigether her street had reopened. She said aper Gary Bultts.
hoped desperately it wouldn't rise. More than 30 inches of rain fell in parts dfood stage. didn’t care about the condition of her home Brownwood’s worst flood was in April 19¢
A 2-square-mile swath of downtown wasouth-central Texas during the week, causingrhirteen Texas counties have been declateetause her 7-year-old poodle, Chris, waswten storms quickly dumped 17 inches. [
already under 3 to 4 feet of water Sunday aéns of millions of dollars in property damagéederal disaster areas by President Bush. Glosr side. ens of businesses were damaged and co
ternoon. Lake Brownwood was rising to Bight people have died. Rick Perry, who took a helicopter tour of the “Itold them, ‘Wherever | go, that dog goes, teeded $1 million.
record 7.7 feet above the spillway, and it wasSome 150 miles to the south in flood-ravagswollen Guadalupe River, asked for declarelynn said. “Doyou think I'd abandonthatlittle In December 1991, a flood caused by
expected to crest Monday at 9 feet. New Braunfels, residents returned to theions Sunday for a total of 17 counties. thing? Not on your life. He's been the best dayerflowing watershed from rains in nea
Then the unexpected happened. homes to survey the devastation left by theThe Guadalupe and other rivers originatirtgere.” towns cost Brownwood about $700,00!
The lake that feeds Pecan Bayou, which ru@siadalupe River. Soggy carpets were piled omTexas’Hill Country were flooding citiesand Brownwood didn’t get much rain, but thelamage, officials said.
through the town’s business district, slowlgiriveways in one neighborhood. croplands downstream along a low-lyin§aturday morning downpour in the hills south The city then worked with state enginee
started receding. Itwas at 7 feet above spillwayFred Maxwell’'s home, the only one leftoastal plain leading to the Gulf of Mexico. of Abilene flowed south into Lake Colemawiden and deepen Adams Branch creek,
by Sunday night. standing from a 1998 flood, withstood the lat- Flooding was reported at Gonzales on tlaad then into Jim Ned Creek, which feeds Lakallion project that officials say has prever
Itwas a bit of good news for this communitgst flooding as well. At the height of the floodsuadalupe and was expected Monday Bitownwood. several floods since it was finished in 19¢
of 20,000 people bracing for arepeat of floodsg, it had 3 feet of water on its second floorCuero. Some residents in San Patricio were ouThe water started spilling onto city roads “We simply made the bathtub bigger, ar
that devastated the town more than a decad&Ve're going to stay, I'm sure,” Maxwellof their homes because of high waters from thbout daybreak Sunday, authorities said. holds more water,” Butts said. “There’s n(
ago. said, then hesitated. “I'm at least going to r&lueces River. Some business owners had time to pile saimty we can do with flooding of this magnitu
“This will be bad, but | sure hope not like wéuild. | can't sell it like this.” Flood waters started receding Sunday Irags in front of doors and remove merchandi$és supposed to happen once every 100y
saw back in '90,” said Mel Robertson, who Preliminary damage assessments showAdtilene, Buffalo Gap and other West Texdrown County Courthouse officials movedhis is simply an act of God.”

Arizona speeders spending | 1ssues about VWWestar’s finances impact many

I 'ttl t' 1 121 I t C Ib By JOHN HANNA . troubled. In testimony filed with the |t reported $6.59 billion in asset:
a I e I m e I n Jal a O y Associated Press Writer N eWS an aIyS|S KCC, Westar executives said the comhe |ast quarterly report filed with 1
_ TOPEKA (AP) — Families with pany continues to provide safe and rgecurities and Exchange Commiss
By DARREL PATTILLO mas County Sheriff's department, high credit card balances or other bl liable service. for the first three months of this ye
Colby Free Press  They were driving a 2002 Mer{ debts can struggle to meet househadehd financial issues. But ordinary Kan- “And no party has provided any evi- mMuch of the debt is from Westa
A Tucson, Ariz., couple werecury Marquis rental thatappeared {o expenses, and financial disaster caans have a stake in the discussiosience to the contrary,” said Richardnregulated, non-utility operatiol
stopped for speeding last Wednebe overloaded. loom only one big misfortune away. because the issues lead directly infdixon, a senior vice president. particularly its 85 percent ownershi
dayonI-70 near Colby and ended up Aftera searchofthe vehiclebythe  Some critics of Westar Energy Inctheir wallets. Also, KCC spokeswoman RoSethe Protection One monitored sect
in custody for transporting 115K-9 officers, the marijuanawas dig- say likening the state’s largest electric “If you have a utility that is finan- mary Foreman said the agency’s coBusiness. Though Westar says Pr
pounds of marijuana, county officovered in three large bundlels company to a debt-burdened family isially unstable and unable to get capéern is more about the future. tion One has a positive cash flow,
cials said today. wrapped in plastic inside of a gregn a good way to geta handle on Westartal to maintain its operations, then the “We don’t want to put fear into thegrs like Hendrix see it as a money I
John and Esperanza Stewart, 2huffel bag. problems. only source of capital is a rate ingeneral public that their utility is godragging on Westar.
and 23 years of age, respectively, The couple is in custody at the  Last week, the Kansas Corporatiogrease,” said Walker Hendrix, coning to collapse,” she said. “It's not.”  And Foreman said: “Ratepay
were eastbound near mile marker Sthomas County jail pending Commission opened hearings intsumer counsel for the Citizens’ Utility Yet even company officials appeaghould not be burdened by any n
when they were stopped by the Thaharges. Westar’s finances. So far, those hearatepayers Board. “This is big stuff.to understand that Westar’s $3.25 bifive activities associated with West:

ings have dealtwith arcane accounting Westar disputes that it is financiallyion debt is too much for the companyynregulated entities.”

CoIby—OakIey' More heat Home-owned carnival group meets ADAC office, P.O. Box 100, Colby, Kan. 67701 or by cal&nd.open to all Thomas County households, she sa
i _ ’I.I ! oft in the fall i The Thomas County Amusement Association will 5 (785) 462-6111. business waste will be accepted and used motor oil <
Hang in there, it'll cool off in the fall. But until then... be taken to the county landfill for recycling. For questi

; : : ting tonight at 8 p.m. at the Thomas County Offic

e e v o iBNle. Al e meeng, dscussin il be i 0 water garden tour scheduled i webatas asds

chances. slim but chances nonetheless fo'rthundersto gw_er action in starting the ground work to establlgh &Litizens Medical Center Hospital Auxiliary is sponsol‘i .

Today's High was expectedto top outat around 96. Tonidigme-owned carnival. All are welcome to attend siniog awater garden touon Sunday, July 21, from 2to 5p.mf- €€ fans available _

clear. lows in the mid-60s. south winds around 10 m a’ny_volunteers are needed for the project. For questisag] Bev Biel, one of the coordinators. Tickets and touil he Thomas County Chapter oftheAmerlcar_l Red (

Tuesaay all sun, highs nea;' 100 and southeast winds ar !i&)lck Parnell at (785) 462-6125 or Kerry Wark at (78Bpoklets are $6 and can be purchased at Goodheart Lhad allotted money to purchase fans for those in nee
’ ! g 2-6403. scaping, Citizens Medical Center Gift Shop or any Colbpolly Oliver, disaster chair. The fans are free and nee

;t%:?npsr,].I;—vldg?g?r{enrlgizt%%g.o percent chance for thun bank, she said. All proceeds will benefit the auxiliary in ivg returned, she said. For those interested, call the Re

Wednesday, partly sunny, another 30 percent chancda®lf tourney scheduled efforts to help purchase items for Citizens Medical Centaffice at (785) 462-7161 or call board members Davet

thunderstorms, highs in the lower 90s. Wednesday nighf,he second annual Drive for Sobriety golf tournamdf" information or questions, call Biel at 462-2311.  (785) 694-2633 or Duane Unger (785) 462-6177. |
another 30 percent chance for thunderstorms, lows inwfiltbe held Saturday, Sept. 14 at the Sugar Hills Courm_r! . event that no one is available at the office, Oliver s:
lower 60s. Colby's high Sunday was 95 and the overnighib in Goodland. The event, sponsored by the Thonid@Usehold waste site to open leave a message and a representative will be in cor
low this morning was 61. Colby received a trace of precif@ieunty Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council is seeking teamd he Thomas County Household Hazardous Waste Facil- .
tation on Friday afternoon, while Willie Engelhardt @b participate in the four person scramble with all proceéigswill be open on from 8 a.m. to noon, Saturday, July aé,eCyC“ng centertakes phone books
Mingo reported 0.26 inches. The records for July 8: 106riom the event going to support council activities and pgaid Sandy Swob, director. “Thisis a greattime to bring old’he Thomas County Recycling Center is taking old
1957 and 46 in 1952. td. grams. paints, stains, varnish, thinners, cleaning products, lawnhdne books at its collection site, 720 E. College [
(Temperatures and precipitatiare provided by the The $60 per person entry fee will include a golf cart agarden chemicals, automotive parts, batteries and obelby. Those wanting to drop off the books should us
Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colbylunch. Entry forms are available at the Thomas Couamtyceptable items for disposal,” she said. The facility is fraagazine bins, coordinators said.
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