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Community urged
to take active part
INn Tuesday’s drill

By PATTY DECKER broadcaster’s emergency systems in
Free Press Editor order to provide a more complete tept

It won't be the real thing, but forof the entire dissemination system.
people in the 13 northwest Kansas “As part of the drill, the city will be

counties, Tuesday has been setasidgscticing as if it were a real tornado
afull-fledged tornado drillin conjunc-he said Friday.

tion with the Kansas Severe Weather “We will do a complete lock down
Awareness Week from Monday, Marcland all employees will head to th
11 through March 15. city’s storm shelter.”

The drill, whichis part of a statewide Barker said the National Weathe
effort, will be a comprehensive test o§ervice Office in Goodland will issug
the emergency systems in place, saige test tornado warning as an integal
Lyle Barker, science and operationgart of preparing for this year’s seve:E
officer with the National Weather Serweather events.
vice Office in Goodland. “We urge all residents and busit

Residents and businesses are als@sses to take advantage of next wegj
being encouraged to take part igrill by practicing communication,
Tuesday's drill that will begin at 10:3Gsafety and disaster response prode 1
a.m. (CST). dures,” Barker said. 5 i

Mike Albers, the city’s technology In the event of inclement weathef, | g
director and weather spotter, said th&@arker said a backup drill date has begn
unlike in previous years, this test wilscheduled for Thursday with the sanje

be issued under the authentic tornadipnes of 10:30 a.m. (CST) or 9:30 a.nj.
warning header, activating(MsT).

Hog group says rules
devastating to iIndustry

WICHITA (AP) — In a move over the expansion of swine opera-
closely watched across Kansas, Nortdions.
County implemented this month strict The issue was so volatile in the Ng
new rules on confined animal feedingember 2000 local elections, write-i
operations that go far beyond envirorcandidate Leroy Lang beat out both the
mental protections in existing state anidepublican and Democratic candi-
federal regulations. dates for the county commission after
At stake, supporters contend, is th@ounting a six-day campaign overt
safety and quantity of groundwater asog farming issue. - -
mega hog farms proliferate. Residents The county contends the state’s onf- I I r I n n f r k I r
are concerned about high nitrate lewize-fits-all regulations are not ad-
els in their water and odor from thequate, and state regulators don’t haje
swine operations. the staff needed to monitor the farms,gy PATTY DECKER were in Quinter. Next week, the tour will continue at Sacred Heart Sc
But opponents say the new rules asaid Commissioner John Miller. Free Press Editor and Atwood Grade School.
so far-reaching that it will not only “We feel itis a public health issue,|  colby Community College is extending a special invitation to everyondhe eventand tours to various schools was made possible by Service-
drive out of business the county’s holfliller said. _ .| youngand old, to attend a children’s production entitled, “How Things Hag-Minigrants sponsored by Community Service Program at Kansas
producers, but would devastate the Afterwatching moratoriums against pen |n Threes,” at 11 a.m., Saturday, at Frahm Theatre in the NorthwestWgimersity in conjunction with Colby College, Yuhre said.
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Sheri Printz as Goldilocks and Brent Hockersmith as the Big Bad Wolf, the Northwest Kansas Cultural Arts Center on the Colby Community
will be among the cast at the Saturday performance of “How Things College campus. Admission is free and the play is designed to intro-
Happen In Threes. The play will begin at 11 a.m.,in Frahm Theatre at duce young children to an appreciation of the arts.

Kansas livestock feeding industry imegahog farms fail inWallace County, sa5 Cultural Arts Center. The cast includes Colby Community College students, John Baker, |
other counties follow Norton County’sNorton officials hired their own legall ~ “The production is free and designed to introduce elementary school Williams, Brent Hockersmith, Keri Waterman, Sarah Rabas, Sheri Pr
lead. and scientific experts to draft proposddgren to theatre,” said Walter Yuhre, coordinator of the event. Shalon Miller, Aaron Thompson, Joe Kreutzer, and Martina Matchett.

The northwest Kansas county hagulation they expecttosurvivelegal The performance will be based on four popular fairy tales to include Th@ihre said he hopes to see lots of people on Saturday to enjoy this pr
long been a battleground on the issuehallenges. The work took two years Three Pigs, The Three Wishes, The Three Bears and Three Billy Goats @auff,suitable for children between the ages of kindergarten through fg

Norton County has two cattle feedlotsnd will cost more than $35,000 whephe said. On Tuesday, cast members visited Oakley Grade School and goaicy.
but most of the public outcry has beecompleted.

Speaker covers many topics at ag law symposium in Colby

By MAXINE NELSON estto be sure the fence is good,” he saidriting. When all was said and dondgp impact farmers who keep part oftockyard act, saying, “The court cein court, although it is expected
Colby Free Press ~ McEowen said the law says thahe one producer paid for 7/8th of ththeir crop as seed for the coming yeattified a nationwide class action againstourt will consider each check-off
Good fences make good neighborincing is a share thing. “They haviotal fence because nothing was in McEowen also talked also aboulBP which claims that IBP’s privatelyits own merits. This is a kind of a w
said Roger A. McEowen, who spoke twhat is called the right hand rule — ifvriting,” he said. chemical trespassing. He said that ield store of livestock allows IBP to setind see thing,” he said.
a group of about 60 people atthe KSWbu have half a mile fence someone Fromthere he talked about the top Jfrobably going to be one of the majaheir own prices and not rely on auc- McEowen talked some about es
Southern Plains Agricultural Lawwould take one-fourth mile, and thagricultural law developments ofourtissuesin the next little while. Heion price purchases in the open maplanning and said it depended onw
Symposium earlier this week in Colbyother person the next quarter mile. AZ001. cited a case of pollen drift in Canad&et for their supply. This case is in thgou started farming. If the fam
McEowen is an associate professtwng as thatis even country, thatworks One was a decision of the Uniteth which a person planted Roundupourt. Irregardless of actions by Corstarted farming backinthe ‘60s or e
of agricultural economics and extensut all right. If there are a lot of hillsStates Supreme Court, he said, whigkeady Canola. “The neighbor didn’tgress, if this case goes forward it will7Os time frame, generally if the h
sion specialist at Kansas State Univeand creek beds, one person’s cosliminated any doubt that plants areut when testing, the neighbor founthke precedence.” band dies first, the price base of
Sity. might be double that of the other pepatentable under the laws of the Unitddat some of his plants were Roundup McEowen talked briefly about theland raises to the present value o
“McEowen was very informative.son. Basically they need to share ttf&tates. “Pioneer held 17 patents afiReady. That went into a Canadiamushroom check-off. Some handledand. He said if the lady dies first,
He is almost like a walk-in ag law eneost,” he said. sold protected seeds for production @burt,” MeEowen said. said advertising was generic and wamly her level that can be raised,
cyclopedia,” said Dennis Chandler, McEowen also talked about leasingyrain and/or forage, but not for the use He said producers have to be extot promoting the high quality ofnot both of them. He recommen
Thomas County Extension agent. mainly oil. He said the best advice hef the seed for propagation,” he saidremely careful about chemical driftmushrooms that growers were raisinghecking with your personal lawyetr
He said one issue McEowen talkedould give is to put it in writing. And“J.E.M. Ag Supply bought the seedsspecially when next to farmers whtThe court said itis a violation of Firstestate planning.
a lot about was fencing law. “His botthe same thing applies with fencing arehd resold them. Pioneer sued fare organic farmers. He said farme/smendment free-speech to charge aMcEowen will be speaking at an
tom line was that Kansas has a law thafencing agreement. “Getitin writingpatent infringement and J.E.M. coumeed to check on their liability, becaus@andatory check-off for mushroomdaw symposium May 10 at the Pl
livestock have to be fenced, but he salibcause there was an actual caseténed that plants are not patentable. Thieey can be sued for contaminatinghis will have rippling effect on thelnnin Garden City. He may be reac
it would be in both the farmers’ interKansas in which there was a mile lon§upreme Court affirmed that plant patrganic fields. pork check-off, beef check-off, otheatrmceowen@agecon.ksu.edu or
est and the livestock producers’intefence, and the agreement wasn'’t ients are valid. This opinion is expected McEowen talked about the packerdheck-offs, which may be challenge832-1519.
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Weather: Improving will bring a lease to sign with Dave Tole on a sand pit@brporation and others. Various topics include ways to seeadline for entry forms is Tuesday, April 9. Registr:
Cloudy, cool and windy is the Colby area forecast :30 a.m. Landfill supervisor Larry Jumper will bringhe life ofafel_low pilotin the event of an emergency, acuiill be at8:15a.m. the mornin_g ofthetournamentwith
today foliowed tonight by a 20 percent chance for li gbruary’s totals at 10 a.m. dents andincidents whgn there are mech_anlcal failurestzeginning at 9 a.m. Forquestions, call PamAugustine
snow,’ clearing skies, winds up to 25-30, diminishing how to remedythose situations, glong with saf_ety sugg&£$24, or Bonnie Dinkel, 462-7247, co-coordinators.
morning and low temperatures in the lower teens. Sag’,t_orm spotter class slated tions. The event is open to area pilots or those interested in
day, all sun, high in the middle to upper 40s and west windEhe National Weather Service in Goodland and the THee event. Lunch will be provided atno cost. For question
up to 10 mph.. Saturday night, partly cloudy with the loWigs County Emergency Management will present a st Mark Ostmeyer, Colby Municipal Airport manager Th um bs U |
in the upper teens. Sunday, partly sunny, highs in the |owtt_ei‘lrband Satfsty cla_ssﬂzn CS:(t)"(J:iy OPUM?rChfZg l‘:’)hectra4|$2'4438- p .
60s and Monday, partly cloudy, lows in the 30s and higRg willbeginat / p.m. inthe studentUnion or Colby Com- . ; ; i
inthe 50s. Co|b;{5?1igh¥|-hursd)gy was 52 and the ovem?gmnity College. Itis free of charge and is intended for kilea market set for April \/l\S/ltlle(\(/eeAllta):rer:Se_—qucl;[gdarne?;mg]ytiggglﬁle e'swrel
low this morning was 22. The soil temperature at the 4-irg@ groups. The program is conducted once every year he Thomas County Alcohol Drug Abuse Council i T e pe—9 P 9
depth is averaging 33 degrees. No additional precipitatibafional Weather Service meteorologists. For informatiggeking donations for its flea market scheduled for Sat d program.

to report. The records for March 8: 82 in 1899 and -4G@ntact John Lygeros Jr. or the Goodland Weather Serdigg, April 13, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All donations to the jl\s/lt:ra\l/ri:]AC"I(()e:—_oi@%Illjl??eﬁfe?nse?m?:;era36-yea

1967(The daily temperatures, precipitation and record§ 785-899-7119. council are tax-deductible and for those needing to mal ijitary career
are provided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension arrangements to have items picked up, call 462-6111. JMitch Beims — “Coach of the Year!”
Center, Colby.) JKathv Di . SO
[y . y Diederich — on your certification.
o Aviation safety program Saturday Sorority plans youth tournament VHeartland Christian School — on your very sud

The Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 a &by Municipal Airport will be held on Saturday from ¥appa Upsilon, will be held on Saturday, April 13 inth{ VDixie Green, Kris Haines, Carol Wilson, Roh
Monday in the commissioners room of the courthougeM. to 3 p.m., in the terminal building. The program willolby Elementary and Colby Middle School gymnasium{ Beckman — enjoy the Free Press.
Thomas County Health Nurse Kathy Ryan will bring a&lUde presentations by managers with the Wichita Fligife grade divisions for boys and girls are 3rd-4th; 5th-6tf  (Call TD at 462-3963 to submit names for consid
plications for grants at 9 a.m. Road supervisor Chris Bieféandards Office, Wichita Air Traffic Control Tower Sabrigth-gth, and 9th-10th with entry fee at $24 per team. T eration in this weekly salute.)
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