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New group

offers many,

services

By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Fee Press
Wings Upon the Prairie. Inca,new
nonprofit organization formed in
Colby for people with severe ments
health problems, provides a drop-i

center where they may come for re¢- [~

reation, visiting and peer counseling

according to George Aumiller, presit

dent.
The center is located at 1980 We

4thand is open Friday from 5-8 p.m{;

Saturday 5-8 p.m.; and Sunday 2-
p.m. Those attending can be past

present consumers with mentalillness.|

The center will be open on weekeng
when High Plains Mental Health is no
open, and will offer peer counseling fo
someone in need of help, or the boa
can help individuals get other neede
help. A grand opening is planned fa
later. The organization has a board
officers to include Aumiller as presis
dent, Betty Groblebe, vice-presider
and Paula Bixenman, secretary.

Activities such as barbecues an
games, having exercise equipmer
along with a television, VCR, ang
video games, mainly for socializatio
are planned at the center, sa
Groblebe.

“We still need furniture — desk,
VCR, TV, deep freezer, kitchen sup
plies like as pots, pans and utensils

cook stove, and an answering ma-

chine,” said Aumiller.
According to Gary Parker, Colby, 0

the Kansas Consumer Advisory Cou-

cil for Adult Mental HealthWings
Uponthe Prairie, Inds one of 20 such
organizations in Kansas. Most ment
health systems in Kansas have on
one, but because the High Plains Me|
tal Health is so large, they are allowe
to have two, one in Hays, and one
Colby.

He said when the council deter
mined there was an interestin Colby
start this type of organization, he wa

HELIE
JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Cutter Kvasnicka played with atoy phone while with his mother, Angie, was interviewed by the Free Press.
g He required two surgeries to correct excessive blood vessels in his brain. The Women of Faith from the
Assembly of God are heading up a relief effort to help the Kvasnickas pay their medical bills.

.Plans to help family announced

By JAY KELLEY group from the Assembly of God, haveation of the Great Vein of Galen.
Colby Free Press decided to hold a fund-raiser at thAccording to his mother, “He basi

From looking at the healthy, bluePickin’ on the Plains Bluegrass Festially had too many blood vessels
eyed 10-month-old, one wouldral in Colby this weekend athisbrain.” The additional blood vest
never know that Cutter Kvasnick@ourquin's Campground. sels were causing congestive he

il

-first weeks of his life. organizers. to pump.
d  The condition also left his parents, “There will be sloppy joes, hotdogs Doctors had to put about six fegt
N Angie and Clint, heavily in debt.and baked goodies.” of platinum wire, about the thickne

" Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medicakpecial gate so those who just want torough the umbilical cord. After th
O Center, both of Denver, have fortake partinthe concessions won’t neadre was putin place, itrolled up an
S given many of the bills, the coupléo pay the entry fee. blocked off the blood vessels.

0

County employees
pack meeting to air
Insurance concern:

By MAXINE NELSON 30 days. The county also kept Slo
Colby Free Press Lake of Denver, a present provic
About 30 county employees metvhich provides for services in Deny
with the Thomas County Commission- Proposed rate information w
ers attheir Monday afternoon meetin§233.54 single, $416.49 employee
regarding health insurance. The conehild; $453.87 for employee a
missioners had decided to go with spouse; and $684.62 for family. Hc
different insurance company in thever these rates may change dt
coming year, and employees voicechanges in the coverage. The com
concernsthatthey would have to spemibners said next year they will app
more out of pocket. The group met ia committee of employees to rese
the courtroom to accommodate thand recommend insurance. The co
crowd. will pay the single rate for each €
Effective Aug. 1, the commissionerployee with other rates, being
had proposed to go with a fully insurethsured’s responsibility.
program from Corporate Benefit Ser- In other business:
vices of America, Inc. *Bob Luck and Dewayne August
Donita Applebury was spokesperasked about reopening aroad betv
son for the group. She said they hddcDonald’s and 1-70. He said t
several concerns about changes on t@elumbian Hall (Knights of Colur
policy. The deductible would go frombus) had received a donation of p
$200/single and $400 for total familyerty south and west of McDonald's :
to $500/single and $1,500 for totaheeded access. Commissioners
family; prescriptions would go from $5Kersenbrock said he believed that
for generic and $10 for name brand, @county road, or possibly a towns
$15 for generic and $30 for nameoad, and had never been offici:
brand. The new company would onlglosed. It had been barricaded a
pay half if the patient went to Denvergorner east and south of McDona
compared to 80 percent in Wichita. to keep trucks from driving out the
Other employees voiced similaand getting stuck, since it exited fr
concerns, saying out-of-pocket exthe truck parking at McDonald’s. T
penses will triple under the new procommissioners will research the gt
gram. tion and to be sure.
The commissioners said they had * Sue Taylor, director of the Thon
not understood the new program to @ounty Historical Society, brought

n thatway, but Randy Dick, Kaw Valleysociety’s proposed budget for n

Insurance representative, would be géar. She said they are asking fol

rtthe courthouse that afternoon, arshme amount of money, $6,500.

was born with alife-threatening con- “We're going to have food and craftsailure, where the heart is unable o those employees who had voiced theirs John Galli, cemetery board pr
1Y dition requiring two surgeries in theon sale,” said Kim Schriner, one of theandle the amount of fluid it needs concerns were asked to meetwith higfent, reported the board was thin

in the commissioners room. about constructing an archway at
When Dick got there, he told thdront entrance to the cemetery. He
group that Corporate Benefit Servicesorkers had completed the fence a

Although Children’s Hospital and Festival organizers will also have af ahuman hair, in the blood vessé|ls had reviewed the information on théne new section of the cemetery al

group and had decided not to insut@ountry Club Drive. They hope to
them because of past claims. able to extend itall around the prope
The commissioners then decided tbhad cost $200 per running foot, :

pleasedto see it get started in his hon
town.

“They have done a super job,
Parker said, “and it will be a positive
thing for Colby toward eliminating the
stigma associated with mental heal
in the community.”

go with Central Benefits of Ohio on ahey had completed 900 feet and
partially self-funded package. Accepto get some donations to complete
ing employee’s input, they made somather 1,800. They poured 600 fef
changes in the proposed plan. Offic@ment. He said there had been ¢
visit co-pay was changed from $20 tter leak in the cemetery to the old
$12. Prescription co-pay was changettants and they had turned the w
to $10 for 90 days, instead of $20 faoff. The newer hydrants are still or

Today marks the 20th anniversary of KC fatal skywalk collapse

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Sally concrete and glass skywalks failed. injured and helped lift rubble off hig
Firestone went to the Friday night tea The Hyatt collapse forever changefhce. His wife lay severely injured
dance with three friends after workthe lives of those who were there thatearby, though she later recovered.
She was all dolled up, standing on might and was a catalyst for changes inThe Trefts heard the commotion and By PATTY DECKER ond floor).” Judy said another frightening ag
suspended walkway at the Hyatt Re&onstruction practices nationwidefrantically searched for one anothey. Free Press Editor ~ Recounting the events, Paul said hiect of the collapse was that peop
gency downtown, enjoying a danceltimate blame was pinned on the twdhey met at the bottom of a stairway.  Paul and Judy Wintz of Colby rebrother was frantic when he heard theere fearful of natural gas explo
contest in the hotel lobby below.  structural engineers who designed the*There were a lot of electrical wireg membered the Hyatt Regency colieafening sound of concrete fallingions.

The lastthing she remembers is heakywalks. and sparks. | think a water main broKe lapse 20 years ago today through tkeed cries for help. As he made his way “People knew the collapse ha
ing a loud “crack.” “It could’ve been prevented,” saidbecause there was a lot of water on theeyes of a family member who witback to the area where his wife wasaused gas leakage and were afr

Chuck Hayes and his then-wifeHayes, who recovered from brokefloor,” Grace Trefts said. “Dust wag nessed the disaster firsthand. seated, he found her under a lot of dére building could explode,” shg
Jane, were to meet friends at the yedegs and a fractured back. still rising. We all were very, very Paul's brother, Francis, and hibris with her right leg, arm, and shoulsaid.
old luxury hotel before taking in a The night of the collapse, there wafsightened, but it was a controlled hyg- wife, Betty, lived in the Kansas Cityder broken. Two decades have past since t
movie. They were standing near than overflow crowd at the city’s newesteria.” area and were among hundreds at-There were so many people injuredisaster and Paul’s brother, Fra
atrium when tons of concrete and stekixury hotel with some people seated John Tezon, a paramedic who r¢- tending the tea dance. that night, he said, that it took a londied six years ago and his sister-i
came tumbling down. at second-floor tables overlooking theponded to the Hyatt, vividly remem|  Francis escaped any major injutime to get everyone medical attentiofaw, Betty, is about to celebrate hg

Ron and Grace Trefts of St. Louis, itobby and others gathered on the 12Bers the carnage and cries for help.| riesthatevening, but his wife wasn'tMy brother’s wife was placed on a80th birthday on July 30.
town for a florists convention, had justoot walkways. “I had 10 years under my belt at the as lucky. She was trapped and latboard for transport, but she laid around “Betty still has a few problems
eaten dinner at the hotel and were on“The people were dancing and clagime, and had seen a lot of things up fohospitalized for more than a montHor quite awhile waiting to be taken tavith her leg even today,” Judy saic
their way to watch the revelers fronping. Everyone was happy and havinttpat point, but this was overwhelmr | think the reason my brother waghe hospital,” he said. “but we really don’ttalk much abou
one of the graceful skywalks spanninggood time,” recalls Grace Trefts, nowg,” Tezon said. spared,” Paul said on Monday, “was “It took her a long time to recoverthe collapse anymore.”
the lobby. First, Grace Trefts wanted t63. Rescue workers spent the next 14because he had gone for refresfrom her injuries,” Paul said, “and she “It's like a war story,” Paul said,
check ontheir children back home, and At 7:04 p.m., the band started playhours pulling victims, dead and alivd, ments and left his wife at one of thetill needed assistance once home frdiitis something that’s very seldon
Ron Trefts wentto get his pipe he’d lefng Duke Ellington’s “Satin Doll” as afrom the tangle of steel and concretp. tables in the dance area (on the setbe hospital.” talked about.”
in the car. dance contest got under way. About@ranes and forklifts moved heav

The delay probably saved their livesninute later, the fourth-floor walkwayslabs of concrete so emergency creWge was left a quadriplegic with no feethe industry recover from failure.”  million — went to Firestone.

Stories abound about how the Iuck_split intwo places near the center, falcould reach the injured. A firefightgring below her shoulders. Settlements and judgments stem- The Trefts and anyone else insids
ones escaped death when the Hyaiifg down onto the second-story walkperformed an on-the-spot amputation sjnce the Hyatt, there has been alating from lawsuits after the collapséotel at the time of the collapse w
skywalks collapsed July 17, 1981, iway, which also collapsed. _ with a chain saw to free one victimys activity in the engineering profestotaled about $140 million, said Steveligible to receive $1,000. By the ti
what remains the deadliest structural *|l remember hearing a loud nois€ity buses lined up outside to cart thgop o address quality, the final proddoyal, a spokesman for Hallmarkhe Trefts decided to claim their mor
failure in the nation’s history. One-and the next thing | remember, | wawalking wounded to hospitals. uct and how you attain quality,” saicCards Inc., whose subsidiary Crowthe filing deadline had passed.

hundred fourteen people were k_illedovered with chunks of concrete,” said Sally Firestone lay unconscioqs anﬂlunger, a retired engineering profesSenter Redevelopment Corp. owns the The Hyatt, which first opened in J
and more than 200 others were injurédayes. . trapped for hours under the debris. They 4rthe University of Missouri-Rollahotel. 1980, reopened three months afte
when steel connections supporting the The couple with Hayes escaped umiost severely injured of the victimsypa steps taken after the Hyatt helped The largest settlement — about $1&ollapse.

€still has about $46,000 in bills, said The group is also offering a hand- The Kvasnickas will be going
| Angie. crafted nativity set, on display at theack to Denver on Aug. 7 to find ou
“We originally owed about His Shop in downtown Colby, as af anything else needs to be done.
$300,000,” she said. “We just keefund-raiser. Cutter is off most of his medica
paying on it.” Cutter was born with what is medition and is improving every day, ad

h™ To help, the Women of Faith, aally termed ‘Arterial Venous Malfor- cording to his mother.

t

Colby couple remembers; sister-in-law hurt

Weather: Just p|ain hot records are provided by the Northwest Kansas Reseamttt0 a.m. Tickets are available at Bourquin’s Campgroumeet at 6 p.m. on July 26 at the 4-H Building. The open
Don'tlook for any relieffrom the heat for the rest of thextension Center, Colby.) House of Wood Furniture, Dave’s His Shop and the Coltiyrse show will be at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 28. Boott
week, the National Weather Service forecast center advises. . _ _ Convention and Visitors Bureau. For information, call 462truction will be from 1-5 p.m. Sunday, July 29 and fr
in its daily forecast issued at 11 a.m. today. Lows thro }thIn’ On the Plains starts Fnday 7643 or 1-800-611-8835. a.m.-10 p.m. Monday, July 30, in the 4-H Building.
Friday are expected to be in the middle 60s with highs geri~or the sixth year, Pickin’On the Plains will feature OLg . .o .
erally in the middle 90s. Precipitation possibilities are ratabr bluegrass music for all ages, according to organiz&r@Il’ activities noted Relay meeting Thursday
at no better than 20 percent, via thunderstorms. Winds Wile event is planned this Friday, Saturday and Sunday dudging of 4-H Clothing will be held on Monday and The annual Relay for Life is less than one month
be from the south around 5-15 mph. Clear skies will pBsurquin’s Campground in Colby and will feature eighiuesday, July 23 and 24, at the Colby United Methodisid organizers say they are in desperate need of
vail. Colby’s high Monday was 97 and the overnight lolsands, two cowboy poets, along with many food vend@isurch. Public Fashion Revue will be at 7:30 p.m. Tuégcording to Bob Coleman, one of the coordinators,
this morning was 68. The soil temperature at the four-irasid activities. On Friday, entertainmentbegins at 6 p.m. dagl, also at the church. The public is welcome to the faiste meeting planned for Thursday beginning at 6:30
depthis averaging 87 degrees. Precipitation for the mardghcludes around 10:15 p.m.; Saturday events begin dabh@evue. Arts and crafts judging will be at 8 a.m. Thui-the State Farm office, 905 E. 4th, Colby, and ar
remains at0.63 inches. The records for July 17: 107 in 1838. with a youth contest and entertainment throughoutdag, July 26, in the 4-H Building. Fair set-up will be atwanting to help is encouraged to attend. This year’s |
and 49 in 190QThe daily temperatures, precipitation anday until 10 p.m. On Sunday, the gospel sing-along begms., also on July 26. In addition, fair superintendents vidt Life will be held Friday and Saturday, Aug. 10 anc
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