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Library’s
3-D printer 
shows ability
By Sam Dieter

Colby Free Press
sdieter@nwkansas.com

People put the Pioneer Me-
morial Library’s new printer to 
the test this month. It had never 
made a tree before.

But the 3-D printer passed 
with flying colors. Moving in a 
waffle-like pattern, the machine 
laid down hot plastic for the 
tree’s base, which soon turned 
into a solid sheet. Then it made 
the trunk, slowly creating a hol-
low, honeycomb shape on top of 
the base, and the tree became a 
three-dimensional object.

Over an hour after the printing 
started, the trunk split into three 
large branches, then into over a 
dozen smaller ones. The printer 
works from the bottom up, so as 
the branches took shape, there 
were all exactly the same height 
from the base. When it finished 
making the short branches, how-
ever, the taller ones continued to 
rise.

The tree, made out of molten 
plastic filament, was completed 
in two hours and 45 minutes. 
Shawn Carney said he chosen 
the design for the tree while 
working an a computer program 
used to run the printer, and left 
it on the computer screen next to 
the printer.

His daughter Brittany started a 
smaller tree just after the first one 
was complete, part of a project 
for her high school social studies 

class. Her goal: to print out two 
or three trees, two houses of dif-
ferent sizes and a church.

She and her father said her 
teacher doubted the printer 
would be able to make such de-
tailed objects. This is the first 
time that a high school student 
has used the library’s printer for 
a class project, he said.

The library bought the printer 
a couple of months ago, with 
a $9,000 federal grant, said 
George Seamon, director of the 
Northwest Kansas Library Sys-
tem. The grant came from the 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, and paid for 3-D print-
ers in the Colby, Norton and 
Goodland libraries. Director 
Melany Wilks said the library 
got the printer so that patrons 
would have access to the latest 
technology.

Since it was installed, Wilks 
said, the printer has made about 
20 objects, including Brittany’s 
trees and buildings. To print, the 
machine is loaded with a roll of 
plastic filament, which looks like 
a roll of plastic you would use in 
a weed cutter, only larger. That 
filament is heated before the 
printing starts, then the printer 
feeds it into a small nozzle. It 
comes out in molten form, then 
quickly solidifies.

If they are skilled enough to 
work the computer program, 
people using the printer can de-

Hospital
to have
new head
By Sam Dieter

Colby Free Press
sdieter@nwkansas.com

The new leader coming to Citi-
zens Medical Center isn’t new to 
Colby; he went to college here 
about the time the man he will 
replace was joining the hospital’s 
staff.

Greg Unruh will replace long-
time Chief Executive Kevan Tren-
kle at Citizens Medical Center Inc. 
on Feb. 16, when Trenkle retires. 

Unruh, with 25 years of experi-
ence in health-care management, 
now is the chief financial officer 
of the Community Healthcare 
System, which serves the region 
around Onaga, a town of about 
800 in northeast Kansas.

“(I am) incredibly happy about 
that and pleased to be part of the 
Colby community,” Unruh said.

The new executive said that 
he looks forward to the move to 
Colby. He and his wife have found 
a home, and plan to move in late 
January, after taking care of some 
chores in the middle of the month.

This is not Unruh’s first time 
living here, however. He was 
a student a Colby Community 
College from 1973 to 1975, and 
served as the student body presi-
dent. He went on to earn a bache-
lor’s degree at Friends University 
in Wichita and a master’s at Fort 
Hays State University, both in or-
ganizational leadership. Since go-
ing to school here, though, Unruh 
said he has kept himself connect-
ed to Colby.

“I have known individuals in 
the Colby community for a lot of 
years,” he said.

It was in the Kansas Hospital 
Association Newsletter that he 
learned for certain that Trenkle 
was getting ready to retire. Be-
fore that, Unruh had built a career 
in leadership at rural health-care 
facilities. He said he had leased 
a 30-bed nursing home when he 
was 20 years old.

“It’s a rewarding opportunity 
that not may people have,” he 
added.

He said his father and grand-
father were ordained clergymen, 
and his job also gives him a op-
portunity to be involved in the 
lives of others.

“Health care has been my min-
istry,” Unruh said.

And just because people live 
in a rural area, Unruh added, it’s 
not any less important for them 
to have access to health care. He 
said he was born in Montezuma 
and raised in southwest Kansas. 
Since his parents were involved in 
the church, he moved around a lot, 

Brittany Carney and her 
father Shawn looked at 
Brittany’s new “tree,” (top) 
the first to be made with 
the Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary’s new 3-D printer. 
With the file containing the 
dimensions of the tree pro-
grammed into a computer, 
(center), the printer created 
the tree in real life using a 
string of plastic filament 
(above) which was melted 
down inside the printer to 
be cast into shape (left).
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Offices, paper 
close for Jan. 1

Tornado total
lowest in years
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WICHITA (AP) – Kansas offi-
cials say the state saw the lowest 
number of tornadoes this year in 
25 years.

The Wichita Eagle (bit.
ly/1HVyTt6 ) reports only 40 
tornadoes were recorded so far 
in 2014. It’s less than half of the 
state’s 30-year average of 81.

This year’s figure also is the 
fourth-lowest total since tornado 
statistics began being kept in 
1950. It’s also the third consecu-
tive year of below-normal tornado 

totals in Kansas.
But weather officials say the 

decline is a mixed blessing. While 
fewer tornadoes means fewer op-
portunities for deaths, injuries and 
property damage, they say it also 
increases the chances of compla-
cency in residents’ preparation for 
severe weather safety.

Area businesses and govern-
ment offices will shut their doors 
for the New Year’s holiday, while 
the Colby Free Press takes a holi-
day.

Federal offices in Colby, includ-
ing the Farm Service Agency and 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, will be closed on New 
Year’s Day. So will City Hall, the 
Thomas County Courthouse, the 
Colby Post Office, and the Pioneer 
Memorial Library. The doors at 
the Colby/Thomas County Cham-
ber of Commerce, shut at noon to-
day and the office will be closed 
the rest of the week. The K-State 
Northwest Research Extension 
Center is closed all week.

Area banks will be closed on 
New Year’s Day, including Bank 
West, People’s State Bank, Sun-

flower Bank, The Bank, Adams 
Bank and Trust, Western State 
Bank and Farmers and Merchants 
Bank. The Farmers and Merchants 
Dillon’s location will close at 5:30 
p.m. today.

The Walmart pharmacy will 
close at 6 p.m. today, and be open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday. 
Dillon’s pharmacy closes at 7 to-
night, although both stores will be 
open regular hours this week. Dol-
lar General closes at 8 p.m. this 
evening and Palace Drug Store 
will be closed on Thursday.

Most restaurants will stay open 
normal hours this week, but Ar-
by’s and Subway will close at 8 
p.m. this evening, and Taco John’s 
will close at 5 p.m. J&B Meat 
Market will be closed Thursday, 
and Sonic will open at 9 a.m.



National Weather Service
Wednesday: Sunny, with a 

high near 16. Wind chill values 
as low as -25. Southwest wind 
5 to 10 mph. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around -2. Wind 
chill values as low as -17. West 
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

New Year’s Day: Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 25. West 
wind around 5 mph becoming 
calm in the afternoon. 

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 6.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 26.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 11.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 33.

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 11.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 28.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 13.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 37.

Wednesday: High, 44; Low 15
Thursday: High, 48; Low 23
Friday: High, 25; Low -1
Saturday: High, 26; Low 3
Sunday: High, 33; Low 6
Monday: High, 19; Low -1
Precip: Friday 0.16 inches
 Monday 0.08 inches
 Year:   17.68 inches
 Normal:  20.65 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Thursday 8:04 a.m. 5:31 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 88 percent

Friday 8:04 a.m. 5:32 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 94 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items submitted in the 
morning will be set up for the following day, space available. The deadline 
for Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

New Year’s gala event will help HOPE
New Year’s Eve benefit dinner, auction and dance will feature the Jim-

my Dee Band at the City Limits Convention Center tonight. The event will 
raise money for the Northwest Kansas Foundation for HOPE, which helps 
cancer patients in nine northwest Kansas counties. For ticket information, 
contact Pat Sloan at 443-3261.  

Pool closed during holidays
The Colby Community College swimming pool will be closed through 

Friday, Jan. 2, for Christmas break. Hours Saturday and Sunday will be 1 
to 3 p.m., then the pool will be closed until Monday, Jan. 12, when regular 
hours resume.

No trash pickup on New Year’s
Colby’s sanitation department trucks will not be running New Year’s 

Day. Thursday residential trash will be picked up Friday. Have cans to 
the curb by 8 a.m. For information, call Omar Weber at the Public Works 
Department, 460-4420.

Baptist Church invites everyone to lunch
Come and bring a friend to a free “Joyful Blessings” meal from 11:30 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday at the First Baptist Church, Webster and Grant. 
Everyone is welcome. For information, call Radonda Buford at 462-2804.

Kids Closet Open House coming Sunday
Kids Closet, a children’s clothing and baby gear “store,” will open its 

doors for a special open house from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the Colby Wes-
leyan Church, 320 W. Pine St. The closet welcomes parents and caregivers 
of any income level, and all clothing and supplies are free. Thanks to the 
Citizens Medical Center coat drive, the closet now has children’s and adult 
coats to give away. Open 3 to 6 p.m. the first and third Wednesday of each 
month. For information, contact Heather Alwin at 269-7603.

Drive seeks coats, hats, gloves for kids
The coat drive sponsored by Citizens Medical Center, the Colby Rotary 

Club and the Colby Wesleyan Church has all the adult coats it can handle, 
but still needs more for kids. To donate a new or slightly used child’s coat, 
drop it off at the hospital admissions desk through the end of January. If 
you need coats, go to the church’s Kids Closet from 3 to 6 p.m. the first 
and third Wednesday every month. For information or if you need help, 
call Megan Carmichael at 460-1214.

College offers classes for adult degree
The Adult Education Department at Colby Community College is offer-

ing free General Educational Development (GED) prep classes beginning 
Monday, with instruction in reading, math, study and critical thinking. For 
information or to register, contact Director Nance Munderloh at 460-4663.

Women’s group selling variety of nuts
The Episcopal Church Women have fresh nuts available for the holi-

days: pecans, English and black walnuts, cashews and mixed nuts. Pick 
them up at Colby Canvas; cost is $10 or $11 depending on variety. For 
information, call Martha Hullet at 462-2505.

County seeks help on planning panel
The Thomas County commissioners need volunteers to serve on the 

city-county planning commission, which makes zoning and land-use deci-
sions. While the commissioners prefer someone who does not live in Col-
by, the position is open to all interested residents. Call the county clerk’s 
office at 460-4500.

Scouts still looking for a few good girls
It’s not to late to join the fun. Girls in kindergarten through high school 

can join Girl Scouting anytime throughout the year. For information, con-
tact Penny Cline at 443-8321.

Elks Lodge to present banners to families
The Goodland Elks Lodge would like to recognize families with mem-

bers serving in the military abroad. If you have a son, daughter, grandson 
or granddaughter overseas, the lodge would like to present you with a Blue 
Star emblem to display in your door or window. For information, call Zona 
Price at (785) 890-6251.
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THURSDAY EVENING JANUARY 1, 2015
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

TSACDAORB

ABC The Taste : “Happy New Year” (N) HD How to Get Away HD Local Jimmy Kimmel Live HD Nightline
CBS Big Bang Mom HD 2 1/2 Men McCarthys Elementary HD Local (:35) Late Show HD Late Late
NBC The Biggest Loser (N) Bad Judge A to Z (N) Parenthood : “Vegas” Local (:35) Tonight Show HD Late Night
FOX Bones : “Geek in Guck” Bones HD Local Programs Local Programs
ION Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD

ELBAC

A&E The First 48 HD The First 48 (N) HD (:01) The First 48 HD (:04) The First 48 HD (:01) The First 48 HD
AMC The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD
ANIMAL Megalodon: The Extended Cut HD Megalodon (TVPG) HD Mermaids: The Body Found - The Extended Cut
BET (6:00) Movie Movie To Be Announced Wendy Williams HD
BRAVO Millionaire Matchmaker Millionaire Matchmaker Matchmaker (N) Millionaire Matchmaker Real Housewives
CARTOON King Hill King Hill Cleveland Cleveland Dad HD Dad HD Family Guy Family Guy Robot Superjail!
CMT Cops HD Cops HD Party Down South (N) Redneck Island (N) HD Redneck Island HD Police Academy 2 (‘85)
CNN Anthony Anthony : “Mexico City” Anthony : “Spain” Anthony : “Paraguay” Anthony : “Colombia”
COMEDY Tosh.0 HD Tosh.0 HD Jackass 3D (‘10, R) aaa Johnny Knoxville. HD Jackass 3.5 (‘11, R) aaa Johnny Knoxville. HD
DISCOVERY Alaskan Bush People Alaskan Bush People Alaskan Bush (N) Alaskan Bush People Alaskan Bush People
DISNEY Bedtime Stories (‘08, PG) aac Mickey Girl Meets Austin HD Dog Blog Jessie HD Good Luck Good Luck
E! I Love You, Man (‘09, R) aaa Paul Rudd, Jason Segel. Get Him to the Greek (‘10, R) Jonah Hill, Russell Brand. HD
ESPN Rose Bowl (:50) 2015 Allstate Sugar Bowl: Alabama Crimson Tide vs Ohio State Buckeyes (Live) Post Game Sports HD
ESPN2 SportsCenter HD SportsCenter HD High School Football SportsCenter HD Sports HD Profile HD
FAMILY Matilda HD Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (‘92, PG) Macaulay Culkin. The 700 Club (TV G) The Cheetah Girls (‘03)
FOOD Chopped HD Chopped HD Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Diners HD Diners HD Chopped HD
FX 21 Jump Street (‘12, R) Jonah Hill. 21 Jump Street (‘12, R) aaa Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum. UFC Balboa HD
HGTV Dream Home 2015 (N) Addict (N) Addict (N) Hunters Hunters Hawaii (N) Hawaii (N) Addict HD Addict HD
HISTORY Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Pawn Stars
LIFETIME Little Women: LA (N) Little Women: LA (N) Big Women: Big Love Little Women: LA HD Little Women: LA HD
MTV Dyrdek Dyrdek HD Dyrdek Dyrdek Dyrdek (N) Ridiculous Ridiculous Dyrdek Ridiculous Ridiculous
NICK Full Hse Full Hse Full Hse Full Hse Prince Prince Friends Friends Raymond Raymond
SPIKE Scarface (‘83, R) aaac Al Pacino, Steven Bauer. HD Carlito’s Way (‘93, R) aaa Al Pacino.
SYFY Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight Twilight
TBS Hangover Part II (‘11) Family Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Conan HD Cougar Conan HD
TCM Horse Feathers (‘32) A Night at the Opera (‘35, NR) Groucho Marx. A Day at the Races (‘37, NR) Groucho Marx.
TLC My 600-lb Life HD My 600-lb Life HD My 600-lb Life HD My 600-lb Life HD My 600-lb Life HD
TNT Castle : “47 Seconds” Castle : “The Limey” HD Castle : “Headhunters” CSI: NY : “Lying Game” CSI: NY HD
TRAVEL No Reservations (N) Alaska Starts Here Mega RV Countdown Extreme RV’s HD Alaska Starts Here
TV LAND Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Raymond Raymond Queens Queens Queens Queens Friends Friends
USA NCIS : “Alleged” HD NCIS : “Shooter” HD NCIS : “The Admiral” NCIS : “Honor Father” NCIS : “Whisky Tango”
VH1 The Greatest CrazySexyCool: The TLC Story (‘13, NR) Keke Palmer. HD Love & Hip Hop HD Sorority
WGN Home Videos HD How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met Rules HD Rules HD Parks HD Parks HD

MERP

HBO King Kong (‘05) aaac The Hangover Part III (‘13, R) HD First Look A Real Sex (TVMA) Vehicle 19 (‘13, R) HD
MAX The Godfather (‘72, R) aaaa Marlon Brando, Al Pacino. HD The Godfather: Part II (‘74, R) aaaa Al Pacino. HD
SHOW Shameless HD Shameless HD Shameless HD Shameless HD The To Do List (‘13) HD

„ Hometown Content, Listings by FYI

FRIDAY EVENING JANUARY 2, 2015
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

TSACDAORB

ABC Last Man Cristela Shark Tank HD (:01) 20/20 (N) HD Local Jimmy Kimmel Live HD Nightline
CBS Undercover Boss (N) Hawaii Five-0 (N) HD Blue Bloods (N) HD Local (:35) Late Show HD Late Late
NBC Grimm HD Dateline NBC : “Man Who Wasn’t” HD Local (:35) Tonight Show HD Late Night
FOX Brooklyn Brooklyn Glee : “100" HD Local Programs Local Programs
ION Rookie Blue HD Rookie Blue : “Role” HD Rookie Blue HD Rookie Blue : “Nickel” Rookie Blue : “Protect”

ELBAC

A&E Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds HD Criminal Minds : “Proof” (:01) Criminal Minds HD
AMC The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD The Walking Dead HD
ANIMAL Whale Wars (N) HD Whale Wars (N) HD Whale Wars (N) HD Whale Wars (N) HD Whale Wars (N) HD
BET (6:00) Movie To Be Announced Apollo Live HD Apollo Live HD Wendy Williams HD
BRAVO Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Matchmaker (:19) Girlfriends’ Guide to Divorce (:21) Guide to Divorce Divorce
CARTOON King Hill King Hill Cleveland Cleveland Dad HD Dad HD Family Guy Family Guy Eric Andre Bedtime
CMT The Fugitive (‘93, PG-13) aaac Harrison Ford, Tommy Lee Jones. HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD
CNN Anderson Cooper 360° CNN Special Report : “Atlanta Child Murders” (N) CNN Special Report CNN Special Report
COMEDY Billy Madison (‘95, PG-13) aac Adam Sandler. HD Jackass 3.5 (‘11, R) aaa Johnny Knoxville. HD Borat (‘06, R) aaa HD
DISCOVERY Gold Rush: Pay Dirt (N) Gold Rush (N) HD Alaskan Bush People Gold Rush : “Parker’s” Alaskan Bush People
DISNEY Finding Nemo (‘03, G) Albert Brooks. Mickey I Didn’t Liv HD Austin HD Dog Blog Girl Meets Austin HD
E! Kourtney : “There’s No” Kourtney The Soup The Soup E! News (N) HD Kourtney
ESPN (5:45) College Football: Kansas State vs UCLA (:15) College Football : “Cactus Bowl”: Washington vs Oklahoma State HD
ESPN2 NBA Coast to Coast Whip-around the NBA. HD NFL Live HD SportsCenter HD SportsCenter HD
FAMILY Twilight (‘08, PG-13) aa Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson. HD The 700 Club (TV G) Halloweentown (‘98) aa
FOOD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD Diners HD
FX X-Men Origins: Wolverine (‘09, PG-13) Hugh Jackman, Liev Schreiber. HD X-Men Origins: Wolverine (‘09, PG-13) aaa HD
HGTV Love It or List It, Too Love It or List It, Too Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Love It or List It, Too
HISTORY American Pickers HD American Pickers HD American Pickers HD American Pickers HD American Pickers HD
LIFETIME Celebrity Wife Swap Celebrity Wife Swap Celebrity Wife Swap Big Women: Big Love Celebrity Wife Swap
MTV Dyrdek Dyrdek Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle (‘04) aaa
NICK Haunted Haunted Full Hse Full Hse Prince Prince Friends Friends Raymond Raymond
SPIKE Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Cops HD Police HD
SYFY WWE SmackDown HD xXx (‘02, PG-13) aa Vin Diesel, Samuel L. Jackson. Revenant
TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Sherlock Holmes (‘09, PG-13) aaac Robert Downey Jr. S. Holmes
TCM The Odd Couple (‘68, PG) aaa Jack Lemmon. The Out-of-Towners (‘70, G) aac Jack Lemmon. Blow Your Horn (‘63)
TLC Atlanta HD Atlanta HD Atlanta (N) Atlanta (N) New Body, New Style Atlanta HD Atlanta HD New Body, New Style
TNT Castle HD Wake Up Call (N) HD The Help (‘11, PG-13) aaac Emma Stone, Viola Davis. HD
TRAVEL Mysteries : “Curse” Mysteries at the Castle Mysteries : “Brassiere” Mysteries Mysteries at the Castle
TV LAND Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Raymond Raymond Queens Queens Queens Queens Friends Friends
USA Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Benched Benched
VH1 Saturday Night Live HD GoodFellas (‘90, R) aaaa Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta. Mob Wives
WGN How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met Rules HD Rules HD Parks HD Parks HD

MERP

HBO The Comeback HD That Awkward Moment (‘14, R) HD Jennifer López: Dance Again HD Hobbit: Smaug (‘13) HD
MAX Summer School (‘87, PG-13) Mark Harmon. HD The Wolverine (‘13, PG-13) Hugh Jackman. HD All Babe Network (‘13) c
SHOW Shameless HD Shameless HD Shameless HD Shameless : “Fiona” HD A Life In Dirty (‘13) HD
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sign their own final product. Otherwise, it has 
a gallery of of objects the machine is pre-pro-
grammed to make.

Library staff have a tray full of objects the print-
er has already made which, while they are not all 
as intricate as a tree, are still impressive. They in-
clude an iPad holder, and two items which broke 
later: a miniature table and a bracelet. The plastic 
in the bracelet is thin enough that it stretches if 
you pull it.

“We’re sort of on-the-job training,” Wilks said. 
“We’re learning as we go along.”

Although the staff was trained to use the print-

er, she said, Brittany’s project has taught them a 
lot about how it works. Designs taken off the In-
ternet, for instance, are only compatible with the 
printer in certain formats. And some of them have 
to be downsized or else they could take almost a 
whole day to print.

The library installed the printer on Oct. 9, she 
said, but has only been using frequently for about 
a month, since several parts broke down early on. 
The library will charge $2 for each print job to 
cover the cost of repairs, $4 for the filament, and 
for larger jobs, $4 for every extra ounce of fila-
ment. But the iPad cover she made only weighs 
about a fifth of an ounce, Wilks added

SAM DIETER/Colby Free Press
This model town was Brittany Carney’s high school project, the first such project to be made 
using a new 3-D printer acquired by the Pioneer Memorial Library this fall. The trees and 
buildings were all made out of plastic filament cast into shape by the printer.

3-D printer shows ability

Hospital to have new head
and lived on a Navajo reserva-
tion in Arizona in his youth.

“I am very pleased with the 
selection of Greg Unruh to 
succeed me,” Trenkle said in a 
statement. “Under his leader-
ship, Citizens Medical Center 
Inc.’s mission, vision and values 
will continue to be carried out.”

Trenkle, meanwhile, said he 
is ready to move on after four 
years as chief executive officer 
at Citizens and 21 years at the 
hospital.

“It’s just time to hand it up 
and let the younger folks take 
over,” he said.

He noted that he started his 
career when Unruh was still 
going to college here, taking a 
job at the Department of Public 
Institutions in Lincoln, Neb., in 
1974. He did Medicare report-
ing and oversaw the business 
offices at the state hospital while 
working for the department un-
til 1988. Then he became an 
internal auditor for MidDakota 
Hospital in Chamberlain, S.D.. 
He said he came here in 1993, 

because his wife Pam is from 
Atwood and they wanted to be 
closer to her family.

During most of his time in 
Colby, Trenkle was the chief 
financial officer for Citizens, 
but he served as interim chief 
executive at least four times, 
the last time after Janice Mc-
Cort, his predecessor, stepped 
down. Since he had served as an 
interim manager at MidDakota 
as well, Trenkle said, he was 
prepared for the four years that 
he spent leading the hospital. 
Trenkle described the Citizens 
employees as “best bunch” that 
he worked with in his whole ca-
reer, adding that working with 
them as the thing he will miss 
the most about his job.

“I’m going to miss the peo-
ple,” he said, “because we have 
good ones.”

Trenkle said he grew up in Al-
liance, Neb. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business admin-
istration from Chadron State 
College and a master’s degree in 
accounting from the University 
of Nebraska. His daughter Tam-
my Allen lives in Colby, and he 
has one son, Bryan, who lives in 
Winston, Ore.
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Survey to study groundwater levels
LAWRENCE (AP) – The Kan-

sas Geological Survey and state 
agriculture officials are planning 
to start work early next month to 
determine how much water is be-
ing lost in western Kansas.

The effort comes as annual 
data has shown decreases in 
groundwater levels in the High 
Plans aquifer during the past 60 
years, according to a statement 
from the University of Kansas, 
where the Geological Survey is 
based. The aquifer is the main 
water source for irrigation, cit-
ies and industries in western and 

central Kansas.
The Geological Survey will 

measure groundwater levels in 
wells in 15 western Kansas coun-
ties Friday through Tuesday.

Combined with wells mea-
surements taken by the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture’s Di-
vision of Water Resources, 1,415 
wells in 48 western and central 
Kansas counties are expected 
to be measured, The Lawrence 
Journal-World reported (bit.
ly/13GSek0 ).

Similar measurements taken 
in January 2013 showed ground-

water levels rose in south-central 
Kansas while levels in western 
Kansas continued to decline, al-
though less sharply than in the 
previous year. Drought and irri-
gation are blamed for the decline.

“In 2014, the growing season 
in March to May started off very 
dry with June being extremely 
wet and, in places, so were July 
and August,” Brownie Wilson, 
KGS water-data manager, said 
in the news release. “It wasn’t 
a drought-buster by any means, 
but … probably good enough to 
reduce groundwater declines.”



Family

The Colby Free Press wants to 
maintain an accurate record of 
our town. Please report any error 
or lack of clarity in a news story 
to us at 462-3963.

Corrections
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Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes, 

accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.

Call: 866-492-1978

We will beat ANY Northwest Kansas 
competitor’s price on a comparable project!!

1525 S. Range
785-462-3375

January 1
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Football Widow’s Day Sale

30% to 50% OFF 
Selected Fabrics

On the last paper, I sobbed about past 
failures in my thinking. I sure did make some 
bad decisions when drinking – unbelievably 
bad decisions. Like driving at night with my 
lights off on the highway so “they” wouldn’t 
see me, or keeping the “stash” in the trunk and 
only having one drink in the car to deal with if 
I got caught. 

What kind of a person would think that 
way? Don’t answer that – I can’t take it. 

Of course, like any real alcoholic, my 
drinking escalated, especially around the 
holidays. I absolutely dreaded the holidays, 
since I knew there was an awfully good chance 
I would have some sort of major problem due 
to my drinking. 

It’s not fun living with those uncertainties 
and fears. Why couldn’t the police just look 
the other way when I would come barreling 
down the street – the wrong way – too fast – 
and weaving? But that freight train was too 
entrenched in me to stop it or even slow it 
down. I was going to drink, and I was going 
to drive. The drinking had a hold on me and 
would not let go. 

The “Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous,” 
referring to alcoholism, says, “It’s cunning, 
baffling and powerful.” It damn sure is – to the 
extreme. But I broke out! 

Since the day I put the bottle down for the 
last time, I have known that I am extremely 
lucky that the Higher Power intervened, at my 
request, and removed the obsession of alcohol. 

Would you do me a favor and read that last 
sentence again? I am aware that many people 
die of the disease of alcoholism every day, but 
there is a good chance that I went through it, 
broke out and may die of something besides 
alcoholism. I really think I have a good chance. 
Why so much optimism? Let me explain. 

At my bottom – when I was despondent, 
depressed and suicidal – out of sheer 
desperation, I walked into an AA meeting 

since I had absolutely nothing to lose. 
I had no self-esteem. I was tired of living in 

the world that I created. I hated everyone and 
I had nowhere else to turn. I tried church and I 
like a good Sunday sermon, but it just wasn’t 
what I needed. There was not one person in 
this world that I felt comfortable sharing my 
problems with except maybe a professional 
counselor, and even he was suspect. 

AA was nothing like I expected. They had 
a big coffee pot on and it was free. They had 
plenty of straight-back chairs and some comfy 
chairs. There were several men and women 
mingling before the meeting and each one had 
a pleasant smile on his face. I could not do that 
– smile. I was greeted and asked my first name 
but I felt no pressure of any kind. 

The leader of the meeting opened with 
a moment of silence for the still suffering 
alcoholic, followed by the Serenity Prayer, 
“God grant me the serenity, to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to change 
the things I can, and wisdom to know the 
difference.” 

They had a short reading they called the 
preamble, a little more reading, a secretary’s 
report, a birthday chairman’s report (those 
celebrating their sobriety date) and then the 
leader asked if anyone had a topic for the 
evenings discussion. As I recall, no one spoke 
up so the leader came up with one. 

Often, the topic will be on one of the 12 
steps of AA or one of the character defects 
we constantly work on, such as resentment 
and anger, or maybe even gratitude. Nobody 
lectured; nobody told someone else what he 
should do. Each person that spoke told his 

story and how he was working the program of 
AA to get better. They passed the basket about 
halfway through the meeting, since AA is self 
supporting through our own contributions. 
There is no membership fee, everything in the 
meeting is held in the meeting and we rarely 
use our last names, only our first names. There 
is also free literature about the disease at the 
meeting hall. 

I was amazed at my discovery. As the people 
told their story, one after the other, it was like 
they were telling my story. I guess there isn’t 
much difference from one drunk to the next. 

But, and it was a big but, the others were 
obviously much more content with life than 
me. They smiled, they were relaxed and I 
could tell they attended regularly. What a 
concept – a meeting for drunks to help them 
improve their lives by stopping the drink. As 
hopeless as my life was when I walked in to 
that first AA meeting, I walked out with the 
slightest little bit of hope. 

The Big Book says, “If you want what we 
have, and are willing to go to any length, then 
you are ready to take certain steps.” 

Do you want it? Are you willing? Maybe 
you are ready. There is hope and you do not 
need to feel alone in this world. 

Give AA a try. What do you have to lose? 
You do not have to drink anymore. It has 

worked for me so far; in fact, it is one of the 
best things that has come into my life. 

I will continue to attend AA for a little 
insurance against going back to the insanity of 
excessive drinking. I wish you well and best 
of luck in your search for serenity. I found it 
at AA. 

“Ned Lush” is a pseudonym for a member 
of Alcoholics Anonymous. In keeping with that 
organization’s tradition, further identification 
is not provided. The author and the Colby Free 
Press hope these columns are helpful.

Ned Lush  

12 Steps•

KAYLIE SCHABEN/ Golden Plains High School
Dawson Spresser dipped Kellee Snyder during the high 
school choir performance of “Slow Dancing in the Snow” 
during the Golden Plains Christmas concert Dec. 16 in Rex-
ford. Other choir members included Tayler Lobato, Sierra 
Finlay, Carmen Sepulveda, Charlotte McCurdy, and Gabri-
elle Schiltz. The concert included middle school choir and 
middle-high school band performances and a guitar solo by 
Joseph Yanez. 

Drinking escalates on holidays,  
but it’s possible to break away

Taking a dip at concert

People don’t tend to plan for ill-
ness or injury, but the unexpected 
does happen. Health insurance, 
like any other type of insurance, 
covers you for the unexpected. 
But it also can help improve your 
health if you use the many free 
preventive care benefits offered 
by your health insurance policy, 
said Roberta Riportella, Kansas 
Health Foundation professor of 
community health at Kansas State 
University.

The preventive services must 
be covered at no direct cost to 
you beyond your health insurance 
premium – the fixed monthly cost 
you pay for your health insurance 
policy. Preventive services in-
clude annual well-person exams, 
cancer screenings and many im-
munizations, as examples.

Preventive services make up 
one of the “10 essential health 
benefits” covered by health insur-
ance policies since the Affordable 
Care Act was implemented, Ri-
portella said. These health ben-
efits are covered by policies in the 
Health Insurance Marketplace, in 
addition to most other policies.

“Although referred to as ben-
efits, they are actually items and 
services within 10 categories,” 
she said. “They include preven-
tive services, outpatient care, trips 
to the emergency room, hospital-
ization, care before and after your 

baby is born, mental health and 
substance use disorder services, 
prescription drugs, services and 
devices to help you recover if you 
are injured or have a disability or 
chronic condition, lab tests, and 
pediatric services for children 
ages 0 to 19, including dental and 
vision care.”

Families might have other spe-
cific needs, and some policies 
provide additional coverage, Ri-
portella said. Policies might also 
exclude specific procedures and 
services, such as vision and dental 
care for adults, which should be 
clearly spelled out in the policy. 
It’s important to pay attention to 
the benefit packages offered in the 
policies you are considering.

Provider networks
When selecting a health insur-

ance plan that fits your needs and 
budget, make sure to look at the 
provider networks, Riportella 
said. To manage costs, insurers 
negotiate prices and contract with 
doctors, hospitals, pharmacies, 
labs and other health care provid-
ers for services. These contracted 
providers will be considered “in 
the network” for your policy.

“This arrangement seems to 
work well for all involved,” Ri-
portella said. “It works well to 
make sure that costs are managed 
for both the insurance company 
and you as an insured person. It 

also works well for the providers, 
because it channels patients their 
way.”

Some policies require that you 
see only network providers, she 
said, or the policies might require 
you to pay more or all of your 
medical fees if you visit a non-
network provider.

“To keep your costs as low as 
possible, it is always best to see 
network providers,” Riportella 
said. “Check the policies you’re 
considering to see if your current 
provider is in the network, as well 
as the pharmacies and labs you 
normally use.”

In most cases, she said, provid-
ers will be in the network for the 
full plan year, but at times pro-
viders leave their contracts with 
insurance companies. This is why 
each time you make an appoint-
ment, ask the office staff to make 
sure that provider is still in the 
network.

If you want to see a specialist, 
some plans instruct you to visit a 
primary care provider before the 
specialist, Riportella said.

“In those plans, the primary 
care provider gives you a formal 
referral to a specialist if you need 
specialty care,” she said. “If you 
want the freedom to go directly to 
a specialist on your own, you will 
want a policy that does not require 
you to go through the primary 

care provider first. Pay attention 
to these differences in plans if this 
is important to you.”

If you are a frequent traveler, 
some plans allow you to use non-
network providers in a medical 
emergency, but what qualifies as 
an emergency in the legal terms 
of the health insurance contract 
might not be what you consider 
an emergency, she said. Travel-
ers might consider policies with 
national networks or expect to pay 
more if caught out of town when 
illness or injury strikes. 

More information
The Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services offer a “From 
Coverage to Care” (marketplace.
cms.gov/outreach-and-education/
downloads/c2c-roadmap.pdf) 
consumer roadmap for obtain-
ing and using health insurance. 
More information is available 
through K-State Research and 
Extension fact sheets (www.ksre.
ksu.edu/issuesinhealthreform/p.
aspx?tabid=21). The Kansas 
Health Institute also has numerous 
resources on its website (www.
khi.org/).

If obtaining insurance through 
the marketplace, log on to www.
healthcare.gov. To learn more 
about how to enroll in the market-
place or KanCare, call the mar-
ketplace, available 24/7, at (800) 
318-2596.

Preventive care covered by most policies

Legal, family dynamics part of farm succession

New calculator app
assesses wheat stand

Imagine that a photo of your 
wheat, with just a few bits of addi-
tional information, can accurately 
predict future yield. A new app, 
called the Kansas Wheat Yield 
Calculator App, is allowing this 
to happen with ease from smart 
devices.

The app was produced by grad-
uate researchers at Kansas State 
University and is available now 
in its basic form. Ray Asebedo, 
graduate student in the Depart-
ment of Agronomy, and Trevor 
Rife, graduate student in the De-
partment of Plant Pathology, de-
veloped the app with support from 
the Kansas Wheat Alliance.

Asebedo said although the app 
is available now for wheat grow-
ers to download, plans are in place 
to enhance its capabilities. The 
main goal of the app is to help 
growers year-round make agro-
nomic and economic decisions. 
The app is free and available to 
anyone with iPhone and Android 
devices.

“We’ve designed it with the 
purpose that you can use it 
throughout the growing season,” 
Asebedo said. “In early fall, you 
can use it to assess your fall tiller-
ing. You can decide if enough til-
lers developed to meet your yield 
goals or if you need to make some 
strategic changes.”

“In the springtime and through 
heading, you can assess how your 
crop is developing and how that 
yield is changing under the differ-
ent environmental conditions you 
might incur throughout the grow-
ing season,” he added.

How it works
When a grower opens the 

downloaded app, he or she must 
enter the field name, number of 
acres and county, Rife said. For 
each field, the grower can enter 
various samples. Each sample re-
quires information on the feekes 
stage, row width and number of 
tillers per foot.

Then the growers can take a pic-
ture to add to that sample. Many 
samples can be taken throughout 
the field, he said, and equations 
built into the app produce estima-
tions of yield for that specific field 
based on the entered samples. The 
app works with all wheat variet-
ies.

“You can take multiple samples 

in a single field and also have 
multiple fields,” Rife said. “You 
can store each of those samples 
and get complete field averages 
across different fields at different 
locations.”

The app was designed to be 
easy for growers to use, Asebedo 
said, as many of them have a lot 
of acres to cover. The idea to is to 
assess more fields quickly and ac-
curately.

“You don’t want to have an 
instruction manual to run it,” he 
said. “We’re trying to make it 
have as few screens as possible. 
As we continue updating this app, 
we’re changing the interface to 
make it even more intuitive.”

During the winter, growers 
can consider using the app to de-
termine their top-dress nitrogen 
plans. If a lot of fall tillers are 
out there, odds are the grower 
has enough nitrogen in the soil, 
Asebedo said.

“You’ll have some wheat fields 
that have adequately tillered for 
40 to 50 bushel (per acre) wheat,” 
he said. “They could have four to 
five tillers per plant, so the nitro-
gen management plan is working 
fine. (The growers) don’t neces-
sarily need to top dress a lot to 
help spur spring tillers.”

“But, what we saw last year 
were a number of wheat fields did 
not tiller adequately in the fall due 
to being overly dry,” he contin-
ued. “I had many people wanting 
me to take a look at their fields 
and help them decide what to do 
in the spring. A lot of people like 
to top dress late February or early 
March, so usually it takes a little 
higher nitrogen application to 
help spur some additional spring 
tillers to make up for that gap and 
meet your end yield.”

Asebedo estimates an updated 
version of the app will be avail-
able in the spring of 2015. Grow-
ers interested in downloading the 
app now can search for “Kansas 
Wheat Yield Calculator” in their 
app store.

Dennis Metz admits it. He resisted some of 
the changes his sons wanted to make on the 
family’s dairy and crop farm near Wellington.

In the late 1990s, Metz was growing crops 
and milking cows two times a day. His sons, 
Dan and Jay, came home from college and 
wanted to try milking three times a day – and 
to grow cotton. Thinking about how much 
time and money had been spent on his sons’ 
education and about how he’d watched others 
struggle as one generation took over the busi-
ness from another, Dennis relented. Dan and 
Jay have taken over day-to-day operations of 
the farm with their dad’s blessing and support.

The day sons or daughters announce they’d 

like to take over the family farm or ranch can 
be a proud one, but can also be fraught with 
communication challenges, legal pitfalls and 
differing expectations.

To help Kansas farmers and ranchers with 
the succession process, K-State Research and 
Extension and Kansas Agricultural Mediation 
Services are teaming up with other agencies 
to offer “Planning for Farm and Ranch Suc-
cession” www.ksre.ksu.edu/kams conferences 
around the state. 

In western Kansas the meeting will be Tues-
day, March 3, at the K-State Agricultural Re-
search Center in Hays.

The conferences are part of a larger effort 

to develop a comprehensive succession educa-
tion and service program, said Forrest Buhler, 
attorney with Kansas Agricultural Mediation 
Services. A succession planning website is be-
ing developed which will include educational 
materials available to the public.

More information, including online registra-
tion, is available at www.ksre.ksu.edu/kams or 
by calling (800) 432-8222. The cost is $60 per 
person for the first family member to register, 
and $40 per person for other family members.

As for Dennis Metz and his wife, Marilyn, 
they’re enjoying activities with their grand-
children, including following one grandson’s 
budding bluegrass music career.



OpinionVolume 125, Number 203    Wednesday, December 31, 2014

Free Press
Viewpoint  

Mallard
Fillmore
• Bruce 
     Tinsley

After 100 years,
war on drugs a bust

Somebody asked me last week what we 
could possibly do for entertainment during the 
Dirty Thirties when there was no such thing 
as television, facebook or little card-size tele-
phones, and dust clouds came rolling by every 
other day. 

After listening to me drone on for about 10 
minutes, he was aware of several new things 
to do.

Even when I was a young dog, our small 
family could hardly keep up with all the go-
ings on. There were always the church and 
school activities, and with dozens of nearby 
neighbors, as well as friends in our small town, 
it was difficult to find time to attend all the get-
togethers.

I couldn’t possibly describe all the fun things 
we could do in this short treatise, but I’ll try to 
acquaint you with an activity that just doesn’t 
exist in this day and age.

Alright, here we go with another hand show-
ing. Let’s see the hands of all of you who have 
ever attended a bona fide pie supper? Any-
body? Surely there is someone out there some-
where. Well, in case you missed all the fun, 
here’s how it worked:

You get on the phone and call about 15 or 
20 of your neighbors. That’s about all you can 
cram into the old abandoned neighborhood 
school house where these kind of functions 
were usually held. You give them a date, like 

a week from Thursday at 5:30 p.m. Coffee 
will be furnished but bring your own cup, and 
bring the kids if you want.

On the appointed date, people begin to show 
up, even some you didn’t call. All are carrying 
a beautifully wrapped, absolutely gorgeous 
package, and in every one of them is two 
pies. Upon entering the building, the ladies 
place their packages on a long table up front 
and all the guys watch carefully to see which 
lady brought which package, because it is well 
known in the neighborhood which ladies bake 
the best pies.

An auctioneer has volunteered his services 
and the fun begins. The bidding begins on the 
elaborately wrapped pies, and the high bid-
der gets to eat his purchase with the lady who 
brought it and whose name is inside. The buyer 
gets to take the second pie home with him. The 
kids eat pie with either Mom or Dad or both.

You never saw so much fun! The men would 
spend as much as they could, based on whose 

package was prettiest, and limits placed on 
their bidding by Mom. Proceeds in the early 
days would go to the lady who brought the pie, 
but during the war years, all the money would 
go to the war effort. After eating, some of the 
kids might sing or recite to complete the eve-
ning.

Even more exciting was the Box Supper, 
which was organized in much the same way 
as the pie supper, except the lady would bring 
the whole meal, and prices were higher. Many 
times, the women would get together with a 
friend and work out a deal whereby they would 
bring each other’s dinner package to the event, 
just to confuse the men when they walked into 
the building.

Would a pie supper or box supper work to-
day? Could you coax the ladies in your neigh-
borhood to bake a couple of pies and take them 
somewhere for an auction and then eat with a 
neighbor? I think not. No way. Forgetaboutit. 
Hahahaha! (And please. Someone bring a co-
conut cream!!)

Kay Melia of Goodland has a long history 
of writing and broadcasting. Most recently, he 
wrote a gardening column for several newspa-
pers. Now he returns to share some memories. 
You can contact him at vkmelia@yahoo.com.

Pie supper an entertainment of the past

• The Kansas Legislature passed House Bill 
2544 that allows Kansas to participate in the 
State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement 
administered by the Midwest Higher Educa-
tion Compact. In simple terms, online courses 
or programs that meet their minimal standards 
will automatically be recognized in Kansas. 

On one hand, it gives an easy and automatic 
stamp of approval for out-of-state programs 
while new genuine programs proposed by 
Kansas schools have to go through far more 
scrutiny. On the other hand, out-of-state pro-
grams have been approved at Kansas Board of 
Regents meetings by the shovelful anyway un-
der the assumption that if they were approved 
elsewhere, Kansas had to accept them too. (If 
that really was the case, the agreement would 
never have been needed.) 

This action opens the floodgate to online op-
erations, with the exception of teacher-training 
programs that must still meet Kansas Depart-
ment of Education Standards. 

• A gang-rape story published in Rolling 
Stone magazine sparked nationwide concern 
and occupied the agendas of state higher edu-
cation councils across the nation and adminis-
trations at every university in Kansas. 

Although the magazine later found reason 
to question some details of its original story, 
it drew attention to assault on campuses and 
forced concern for changing the climate on 
campuses. An equally important issue was 
whether this was just the jurisdiction of law 
enforcement, or if university in-house proce-
dures and penalties provided fairness and due 
process.

• In the 2013-2014 school year, over 886,000 
foreign students studied at U.S. colleges and 
universities, according to the annual Open 
Doors report from the Institute of International 
Education. One-third hold a Chinese passport 
and Chinese students accounted for 60 percent 
of the eight percent growth in foreign students. 

Foreign students not only paid out-of-state 
tuition, thus subsidizing regular students, but 
also made up the majority of our engineering 
and physics graduates. Loss of these students 
would be the equivalent of losing the total 
community college, private college and public 
university enrollment of four states the size of 
Kansas.  

• In October, an academic fraud scandal was 
exposed at the University of North Carolina. 
For 18 years, student athletes were able to 
take fake classes that helped them remain in 
school and eligible to play sports. According 
to the former federal prosecutor who investi-
gated the case, these “courses” ran from 1993 
to 2011 and had no class attendance or faculty 
involved in their delivery or testing. Through-
out this time, UNC remained fully accredited.

• Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa is retiring 
from the U.S. Senate, having served since 
1985. As chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, 
Harkin fought tirelessly against scam online 
“universities” that preyed upon military re-
turning from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, 
sometimes basing over 90 percent of their to-
tal operating budget on the new “GI Bill” – an 
action that violates federal regulations. 

Harkin often stood alone without support 
from Republicans with blind belief in free-
market-is-always-good and fellow Democrats 
who blindly accept the claims of online edu-
cation. Predatory online “schools” are glad to 
see him retire but there is no one in the wings 

likely to assume his watchdog duties. 
• The U.S. Department of Education released 

President Obama’s College Rating Plan for 
evaluating higher education institutions based 
on retention and graduation rates and subse-
quent rates of employment. The plan will: 1) 
tie financial aid to college performance, start-
ing with publishing new college ratings before 
the 2015 school year; 2) coerce states to fund 
public colleges based on performance; and 3) 
hold students and colleges receiving student 
aid responsible for making progress toward 
a degree. The overall effect will be to inflate 
grades and deflate the value of public univer-
sity degrees. 

Historically black colleges and other schools 
that take higher-risk students, as well as uni-
versities that attempt to maintain academic 
standards, will either have to join in the lower-
ing of standards or suffer a decline in federal 
support.

John Richard Schrock, a professor of biolo-
gy and department chair at a leading teacher’s 
college, lives in Emporia. He emphasizes that 
his opinions are strictly his own.

After a century of war, we’re still losing, but apparently no 
one has the good sense to declare victory, call in the troops and 
end the collateral damage, let alone the very real loss of lives 
and civil order.

Where, you ask?
Not in the Mideast or Asia, but right here at home. 
It’s the War on Drugs, begun in 1914 with the Harrison Act, 

a federal law which began the nationwide prohibition of so-
called dangerous drugs, taking opium, cocaine and others out 
of pharmacies and turning them over to the hands of murder-
ous criminal gangs. 

America has learned to cut its losses in foreign entangle-
ments, exiting even Vietnam with fewer losses and more face. 
We’ve brought home combat troops from Afghanistan and 
Iraq, but can’t end the war on our streets.

The cost? Billions of dollars in enforcement, damage, social 
costs, court, jail and prison costs. Thousands of lives, an esti-
mated 40,000 to 77,000 in Mexico alone since the U.S. more 
or less eliminated methamphetamine cooking in this country 
and, in effect, turned the trade over to cutthroat cartels.

Of the 17,000 or more gun homicides in the U.S. each year, 
no one seems to know how many are tied to the drug trade, but  
it appears to be the majority. For sure, the yearly total would 
be more than all the U.S. troops lost in the War on Terror. The 
dead include not just gangsters, but innocent civilians and law 
enforcement officers trying to end the drug trade. 

Half of all federal prisoners are serving time for drugs, along 
with an estimated 16 percent of all state prisoners. One author 
says there are more African-American men in federal prison 
today on drug charges than in college. Another estimate puts 
the total cost of this war at $40 billion a year, $15 billion for 
the federal government and $25 billion for states.

Who benefits? Mostly the drug gangs, who’d be out of busi-
ness if we were to end prohibition. Then there’s the drug bu-
reaucracy, which spends that $40 billion. They say it’s for a 
good cause, but is it? Ask some of the thousands who have 
died. Ask their mothers or wives or children.

Has this war, fought at such great cost in dollars and lives, 
helped reduce drug use or addiction? Apparently not. A cen-
tury ago, drug use was confined to an estimated one-half of 
1 percent of the population. Today, the figure is 1.5 percent, 
about 4.6 million, including marijuana users. “Hard” drug us-
ers may be about the same, half of 1 percent.

That’s not much of a bargain, especially if you’re dead.
What to do?
First, admit that government has tried and failed. It can’t stop 

drug use or drug trafficking. Return to the old ways, where 
drugs were to be regulated for purity, but legal to buy. 

That alone would end most of the street violence, the kill-
ings in Mexico, the deaths from gang fighting in cities and 
along the border. Nothing stops smuggling quite as effectively 
as making the product legal. It worked with alcohol, and states 
reaped the tax bounty.

Reduce state and federal spending, cut the deficit, spend 
some of the money on better treatment efforts for drug addicts, 
from heroin users to marijuana smokers to alcoholics. Focus 
on helping people, not putting them in jail.

In short, end the war and focus on the real problem, addic-
tion. 

– Steve Haynes

Higher education changes in 2014
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sfunk @ nwkansas.com

Kylee Hunter - Graphic Design
khunter @ nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Office Manager

Melissa Edmondson - Office Manager
medmondson @ nwkansas.com

Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator
support @ nwkansas.com

NOR’WEST PRESS
Richard Westfahl - General Manager

Gary Stewart, Foreman
Jim Jackson, Jim Bowker, Pressmen

Kris McCool, Judy McKnight, Tracy Traxel, Mailing

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, except the days observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Nor’West Newspaper, 
155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices. 
POSTmASTER: Send address changes  to Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, 
Kan., 67701. 

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 6  p.m. Monday to 
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.  MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which 
is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news herein. Member Kansas Press 
Association and National Newspaper Association.

 SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby, Thomas County and Oakley: three months $35, 
one year $85. By mail to ZIP Codes beginning with 676 and 677: three months $39, one 
year $95. Elsewhere in the U.S., mailed once per week: three months $39, one year $95. 
Student rate, nine months, in Colby, Thomas County and Oakley, $64; mailed once per 
week elsewhere in the U.S. $72

• Gardener
    Remembers

Kay
Melia

• Education
   Frontlines

John Richard
Schrock

Write us
   

  The Colby Free Press encourages Letters 
to the Editor on any topic of general interest. 
Letters should be brief, clear and to the point. 
They must be signed and carry the address and 
phone number of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We 
sign our opinions and expect readers to do 
likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters 
about topics which do not pertain to our area. 
Thank-yous from this area should be submit-
ted to the Want Ad desk.
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Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

NEW SYSTEM
      PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

$190 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

• Open to the Public •

Our kitchen is open Mon - Sat, 5 - 9 p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY
TO HAVE YOUR AD PLACED IN 

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
CALL KATHRYN OR SHARON 
TODAY AT (785)462-3963

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

C.W. Beamgard Co. Inc.

Sales & Services Since 1919

• New Vehicle Sales
• Used Vehicle Sales
• Parts
• Accessories

• Service
• Windshield Pit Repair
• Tires
• Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286
Fax 785.626.3717

210 State St. • Atwood, KS 67730

Prenatal Massage Swedish Massage
Sports Massage  Hot Stone Massage

220 N. Mission Ridge, Colby
www.LauraBargerLMT.com
la_barger@hotmail.com

Laura Barger 
Licensed Massage Therapist

(308) 882-0029

Available For Appointments in Colby, Atwood and McCook

Farming is your livelihood and no one understands that better than 

Farm Bureau. Our companies were originally founded 74 years ago 

to serve the needs of farmers. Today you can continue to rely on us 

to be your one-stop resource for protecting what matters most – your 

operation, family and future.

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Farm/Ranch  |  Commercial Ag  |  Crop  |  Business

Coverage & Service  

You Can Count On

Call today to see how I make 
insurance simple.

 

Vernon Hurd
550 N. Franklin Ave.

Colby, KS
785-269-9511

www.VernonHurd.com

 

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC++++, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services PC055-ML-1 (4-13)
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MURRAY ROOFING 
& CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

Office: 785-462-6908
Owner: 785-443-1339

Fully Insured, Bonded, 
Licensed and Covered by 

workman’s Comp.

Residential:
• Roofing
• Construction
• Remodels
• Blown in 
     Insulation

Commercial:
-TPO, EPDM, 
Duro-Last, 
Modified, Fibered 
and Non-Fibered 
roof coatings.

www.MurrayEnterprises.org

Elite Duro-Last Contractor
Check out our website for more information:

Not all Nationwide affliiated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide members are 
insured by a mutual company.  Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance and Financial, the Nationwide 
Framemark, What’s precious to you is precious to us and We put members first because we don’t 
have shareholders are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2014 Nationwide 
Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0718AO (3/14)

What’s precious to you is precious to us.SM

Auto. Home. Life. Retirement. They all matter, so wrap 
them all in a blanket of Nationwide® protection. We put 
members first, because we don’t have shareholders.SM

Join the Nation that knows 
what’s important.

Shirley D Skolout
Mountain Plains Agency
Phone: (785)460-6284
skolos1@nationwide.com

Combine your policies and 
save up to 25%

Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.

Langer Industrial Service

We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*

2022 County Road 11 • Levant, KS 67743 • 785-586-2208
Monday - Friday   8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Brass • Copper • Aluminum • Batteries • Electric motors • Cars 
• Combines • Farm Equipment • Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin  

• Container Service • Off site baling and car crushing 
• Limited pickup service available

* Some Conditions Apply

David Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby, KS 67701
785-462-3388

Affordable • Sustainable • Low-Maintenance • Multi-Purpose
Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes, 

accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.

Call: 866-492-1978

Affordable • Sustainable • Low-Maintenance • Multi-Purpose
Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes, 

accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.

Call: 866-492-1978

Affordable • Sustainable • Low-Maintenance • Multi-Purpose
Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes, 

accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.

Call: 866-492-1978We will beat ANY Northwest 
Kansas competitor’s price on 

a comparable project!!

605 North 10th Street | Atwood, KS 67730 | vapconstruction.com | 866-492-1978

PLUM CREEK LTD
Downtown Colby • 785-460-1978

Men’s Suits & Casual Wear
Missy & Women’s Dress & Casual Clothing

Tuxedos by Jim’s Formal Wear - Bridal Registry

Let us make your wedding tuxedos 
& bridal registry picture perfect!

Lasers By Talia
•Laser Hair Removal
•Ultrasonic Slimming
•Teeth Whitening

Look Better, Feel Better

Mon. & Wed. noon - 6 p.m.
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Appointments also 

available after hours
1580 Rose Ave.

719-346-4640

Mon. & Wed.: 12-6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thurs., Fri.: 8AM-5PM

Appointments also available 
after hours.

1580 Rose Avenue
Burlington, CO 80807

Phone: (719) 346-4640

1 year anniversary
January 13, 2015
ALL TREATMENTS 
WILL BE 1/2 OFF 

THAT DAY!

Call Today to Schedule:
-A Hearing Exam
-A Hearing Aid Consult & Free Hearing Aid Demo
(devices limited)
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:00 am-4:00pm MDT

“...dedicated to providing and maintaining excellent standards of care,
hearing education, and professional ethical hearing services.”

Rachael Cavenee Au. D.
107 West Greeley Ave. Tribune, KS

(620) 376-2080

PAWZ AND REFLECT

Colby Animal Clinic • 810 E. 4th St
Ph. 785-460-8621

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. / Sat 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

“Animal Tidbits for You and Your Pets!”
Dr. Russell Bowers and his staff invite you 

every week to look for our NEW pet information 
tidbits to help keep your pets happy and healthy!

Colby Animal Clinic serves all of your 
small and large animal needs.

**And remember - Colby has a city ordinance 
for city tags! ** Please tag your pets for 2015!!



Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Readers: It’s New Year’s Eve, 2014, and 
we are about to say hello to a new year. I love 
the sound of “2015”! If you are going out and 
about, please be safe, and have a wonderful time. 
If you’re staying home, snug as a big, warm hug, 
hope you have someone special to celebrate with. 

Please know that as we travel through the next 
year, I’ll be here to help you, share your ideas and 
hints, and just be a friend.

If you are awake for the countdown, watch it 
on TV, and you can pretty much pick if you want 
to celebrate on Tahiti time, Texas time or Tim-
buktu, Mali, time. OK, folks, figure out which lo-
cation celebrates first! – My best wishes, Heloise 

TACO CASSEROLE
Dear Heloise: Looking at your recipe for Helo-

ise’s Taco Casserole, there was ground beef to be 
added. Was the ground beef to be cooked before, 
or would cooking it in the oven make it safe to 
eat? – Cynthia Holloway in Texas

Glad you asked, because the answer is yes, the 
ground beef needs to be cooked first. This taco 
casserole is a good way to “repurpose” leftover 
ground beef from tacos. For other readers, here 
are the directions: Grease a big casserole dish 
with nonstick spray, then spread salsa (canned, 
jarred or left over from takeout) on the bottom. 
Sprinkle broken-up tortilla chips or taco shells 
over it, then layer the leftover ground meat. Next, 
beans, cheese and more salsa, and a layer of chips 
on top. Bake until hot, about 30 minutes at 350 
degrees Fahrenheit. Take it out of the oven, let sit 
for five minutes, then top with sour cream, guaca-
mole, olives, lettuce and tomatoes. For this recipe 
and more, order my All-Time Favorite Recipes 
pamphlet. Please send $5 and a long, self-ad-
dressed, stamped (70 cents) envelope to: Heloise/
Recipes, Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-
5001. Use packaged taco-seasoning mix to flavor 
cooked beef if you have no taco leftovers but still 
want to make this casserole. – Heloise

CHICKEN SKIN
Dear Heloise: I buy whole chickens, cut them 

up and freeze them. When I cook the chicken, I 
remove the skin. Using a paper towel to grab the 
skin and then pull it off is the easiest method. -- 
Jamie D. in Connecticut

HARD-BOILED EGGS
Dear Heloise: When a recipe calls for chopped 

hard-boiled eggs, I poach them in my egg poach-
er. I don’t have to peel them, and I can judge 
when the yolks are hard. This has made my life 
simpler. – Patricia White, Marfa, Texas

Patricia, it’s brilliant! Also, this is perfect for 
egg salad. A big hug for a new hint! – Heloise

WHISK HOLDER
Dear Heloise: My whisk got caught on every-

thing it came in contact with. I used my zippered 
beer-bottle holder, and the whisk fits like a glove. 
– Debbie W. in Florida

(c)2014 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Have safe time, 
a great new year

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 12/31

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

A Necessary Assumption
To be a successful declarer, one must make as-

sumptions during the play.
Often these assumptions are based more on 

hope than expectation, since there is not much 
point in playing a hand on the basis that the cards 
are divided in such a way that you cannot make 
the contract.

Here is an example of this principle at work. 
Let’s say you’re in four hearts and West leads 
a spade. East wins with the ace and returns the 
nine, your jack losing to the king. Back comes a 
spade, which you ruff, and the question is how to 
play the hand.

Ordinarily, you would lead a heart to the king 
and finesse the jack on the way back, but this 
would be the wrong play to make in this case. 
Here it is right to lead a heart to the king, but it is 
wrong to finesse the jack. Instead, you should go 
up with the ace.

As the cards lie, this anti-percentage play suc-
ceeds beautifully when the ace catches the queen 
and East later shows up with the ace of clubs. But 
how, you might well ask, can you possibly be ex-
pected to know that playing for the queen to drop 
is better than taking the finesse?

The answer is that you have no chance for the 
contract unless East has the ace of clubs, and, 
once you make this assumption, you cannot also 
play East for the queen of hearts.

While it is conceivable that East would have 
passed in third seat holding five spades headed by 
the A-Q and the ace of clubs, it is inconceivable 
that East would have passed had he also held the 
queen of hearts. You therefore have no choice but 
to assume that West has the queen, and on that 
basis you reject the finesse and hope the queen 
is doubleton.

(c)2014 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise



Moving is the best medicine. Keeping active 
and losing weight are just two of the ways that 
you can fight osteoarthritis pain. In fact, for every 
pound you lose, that’s four pounds less pressure 
on each knee. For information on managing pain, 
go to fightarthritispain.org.

To place your classified ad, mail (155 W. Fifth), fax (785-462-7749),
phone (785-462-3963), or stop by our office at 155 W. FifthClassifieds
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Services

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
PLAINTIFF

vs

LINDA PITNER, et. al.;
DEFENDANTS

No. 14CV44
Div. No.

K.S.A. 60
Mortgage

Foreclosure

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Under and by virtue of an Order of Sale 
issued by the Clerk of the District Court 
in and for the said County of Thomas, in 
a certain cause in said Court Numbered 
14CV44, wherein the parties above named 
were respectively plaintiff and defendant, 
and to me, the undersigned Sheriff of 
said County, directed, I will offer for sale 
at public auction and sell to the highest 
bidder for cash in hand at the front door of 
the courthouse in the City of Colby in said 
County, on January 22, 2015, at 10:00 a.m., 
of said day the following described real 
estate located in the County of Thomas, 
State of Kansas, to wit:

THE EAST TWENTY (20) FEET OF 
LOT THREE (3), ALL OF LOT FOUR 
(4) AND THE WEST FIVE (5) FEET 
OF LOT FIVE (5), LESS FIVE (5) FEET 
ALONG THE SOUTH SIDE OF SAID 
LOTS WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY 
DEEDED TO THE CITY OF COLBY, 
IN BLOCK ONE HUNDRED TWO 
(102), IN THE NORTH ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF COLBY, THOMAS 
COUNTY, KANSAS, AS SHOWN BY 
THE RECORDED PLAT THEREOF.  
Commonly known as 840 East 8th 
Street, Colby, Kansas 67701

This is an attempt to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

Rod Taylor
SHERIFF OF THOMAS

COUNTY, KANSAS

SHAPIRO & KREISMAN, LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
4220 Shawnee Mission Parkway - Suite 418B 
Fairway, KS 66205
(913)831-3000
Fax No. (913)831-3320
Our File No. 14-007618/jm

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
Wednesday, December 31, 2014, 

January 7, and 14, 2015)

Public Notice

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS. UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, Plaintiff, v. STEVEN 
P. SKILES and JARI J. SKILES, Defendants. 
Civil No. 14-4042-JTM-KMH NOTICE 
OF UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE Pursuant to the Order 
Of Sale Of Real Estate issued out of the 
United States District Court for the District 
of Kansas in the above entitled case, I will, 
on Tuesday, the 20th day of January, 2015, 
at 11:00 o’clock A.M., at the front door of 
the Thomas County Courthouse, Colby, 
Kansas, offer for sale at public auction 
and sell to the highest bidder for cash in 
hand, all of the right, title and interest of 
the Defendants Steven P. Skiles and Jari 
J. Skiles, in and to the following described 
real estate, commonly known as 685 West 
7th, Colby, Kansas, and located in Thomas 
County, Kansas, to-wit: All of Lots Sixteen 
(16), Seventeen (17), Eighteen (18), Nineteen 
(19), and Twenty (20), Block One Hundred 
Sixteen (116), North Addition to the City of 
Colby, Thomas County, Kansas, as shown 
by the recorded plat thereof. Payment must 
be in the form of Cash, Cashier’s Check, 
Money Order or Certified Check made 
payable to the United States District Court 

and will be accepted as follows: Less than 
$25,000 Entire amount due at conclusion 
of sale; $25,000 - $100,000 10% down 
with the remainder delivered to the United 
States Marshal’s Service Office by close 
of the business day; More than $100,000 
10% down with the remainder delivered to 
the United States Marshal’s Service Office 
within five (5) working days. The contact 
person regarding inquiries about the above-
property is Kent A. Colwell, Rural Housing 
Service, (785) 628-3081. This real property 
is levied on pursuant to the Order of Default 
Judgement and Judgement of Foreclosure 
and Final Judgement entered by the Court 
on November 4, 2014, Doc. 14, and the 
Order of Sale entered on December 5, 
2014, Doc. 17, and will be sold without 
appraisal, subject to any unpaid real 
property taxes or special assessments, and 
with a three (3) month right of redemption, 
to satisfy the Order of Sale. United States 
Marshal’s Office, Topeka, Kansas, this 9th 
day of December, 2014. CRAIG BEAM 
Acting United States Marshal District of 
Kansas /s/ Craig Beam
(Published in the Colby Free Press on 
Wednesday, December 17, 24, 31, 2014 and 
January 7, 2015)

Public Notice

The Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center 
is advertising for school secretarial support. This is a 30 
hour week position through the school year. 
Qualifications: High School diploma or equivalent. This 
position requires but not limited to general office duties 
with computer skills. Applications are available at www.
nkesc.org or call 785-672-3125. For position related 
questions, contact Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer exten-
sion 111. Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled. NKESC is an EOE.

Night Shift Mill Operator
We are looking for a 
hardworking, dependable 
individual who must be 
mechanically inclined to 
work on the night shift in 
a sunflower processing 
facility. Drug testing is 
required.

Please apply in person at:

1320 E. College Dr.
in Colby, KS

PAY STARTING AT
$14.00 / Hour

Drivers

Only out 2 nights per week!

* 4 day work week
* Dedicated route and 
assigned new trucks

* Avg. $58K/year
*Full benefits and 

401(k)avail!
*Local Management

Must have 1 yr. T/T exp.
and tank end.
Apply online at

www.ruan.com/jobs
800-879-7826

Dedicated to Diversity. 
EOE

Now Hiring in Rexford, KS!
Looking for Regional Drivers

Notices 

Divorce Recovery for Women 
(for women in all stages of di-
vorce) Mondays, January 12, 
2015 through March 16, 2015. 
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Sunflower 
Bank of Colby (basement). 10 
weeks of support and healing. 
Sad, angry, confused? We CAN 
help! 785-675-8606 lynetteball@
yahoo.com.

---12/29---1/2---

Brown’s Consignment Auction 
Sunday, January 4, 10 a.m. Hoxie 
4-H Building. Small Estate - Old 
coins, wide selection of items 
booked, salable items welcome 
February 1st, March 1st, book 
early for a spot 785-675-3767 
Mickey Brown.

---12/26---1/2---

Carpet Cleaning: 3 Room Spe-
cial - $149.95! Dry-Foam safe & 
Green Seal approved. Serving 
NWKS mileage free since 1987. 
Call today: A+ Cleaners 785-538-
2526 or 785-443-5400, Johnene 
Cheney.

---9/3---01/15---

Dan is back! Dan Geschwent-
ner. Small remodeling and repair 
jobs. Call 785-443-3673.

---12/15---TFN---

Classified ad deadlines (word 
ads only). Noon the day before 
publication (noon Friday for Mon-
day paper). Ads going into the 
Country Advocate need to be in 
on Thursdays. Please check your 
ad the First time it runs. If you 
find an error, please call at (785) 
462-3963 so it can be corrected, 
since we will not be responsible 
for errors after that first day. The 
Colby Free Press.

---3/1---TFN---

Help Wanted 

Part time help needed on week 
days at Someplace Special. If 
interested call 785-443-0042.

---12/24---12/31---

F/T Class A CDL Drivers must 
have clean MVR, at least 2 yr. OTR 
experience, DOT with alcohol and 
drug testing, Hopper experience 
a plus, home weekly, EOE. Call 
785-462-0087.

---10/29---4/24---

The Colby Free Press is looking for a part-time writer 
to do social notes, weddings, engagements, obituaries, 

church and club items, features and other news of 
interest to the town. This is a great way to be in touch with 

the pulse of your town and get to know a lot of people. 
It requires accuracy, speed and attention to detail. 

Work week would be 15-20 hours (hours are flexible). 
Pay commensurate with experience and ability. 

Send a letter and resume to: Sharon Friedlander, 
Publisher, at 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, KS., 67701, 

sfriedlander@nwkansas.com or apply in person at the 
address above. No calls please.This could be the job 

you’ve been looking for. EOE m/f/h.

You could 
be our next

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

REPORTER

155 W. Fifth • Colby, Kan. 67701 • (785)-462-3963

Learn the warning signs at
StrokeAssociation.org or 1-888-4-STROKE.

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.

WHAT TOOK YOU A LIFETIME 

TO LEARN CAN BE LOST IN MINUTES.

WITH A STROKE, TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.
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Timmerman Feeding is looking  
to hire a secretary. Looking to be 
part of a growing organization, 
don’t pass up this opportunity. 
Very competitive salary based on 
experience and qualifications. 
Benefits include but not limited to: 
vacation, profit sharing. Contact 
Jason Timmerman at 785-462-
3947, or send resume to 1762 US 
83, Colby, KS 67701.

---12/19---1/2---

Full-time electrician  for full range 
electrical contractor (contract 
work, service work, industrial, 
commercial, farm, residential). Lo-
cal company, no overnight travel. 
Must have valid driver’s license. 
Apply at: Bickner Electric, 1205 
S. Country Club, Colby. 785-462-
6692.

---12/19---1/2---

Full-Time - CMA (Certified Med-
ication Aide) and CNA for Night 
shift. Competitive wages, Shift 
Differential for night shift, AFLAC 
insurance offered, Call Bonus pay 
also. Apply at Fairview Estates 
Retirement Community.  1630 
Sewell Ave, Colby, or call Gary at 
462-2154,   EOE.

---12/18---1/1---

Rawlins County EMS is now ac-
cepting full-time and part-time ap-
plications for EMT’s, AEMT’s and 
Paramedics. Applicants should 
be motivated, comfortable taking 
care of patients for long transport 
times and dedicated individuals to 
work in a rural setting. Applicants 
must possess a valid Kansas 
Driver’s License and be a certi-
fied Kansas EMT, AEMT or Para-
medic.  AEMT and/or Paramedic 
must have ACLS, and all positions 
require a CPR certification. No 
residency is required. Rawlins 
County EMS is a Type IIA service 
and is the primary 911 service. 
Rawlins County is located in North 
West Kansas at the intersection 
of Highway 25 and Highway 36. 
Rawlins County offers competitive 
pay with a great benefits package. 
Applications are available to pick-
up, email and/or fax. Submit an 
application or a resume to Rawlins 
County EMS Office P.O. Box 183, 
Atwood, Kansas 67730, Fax: 785-
626-9486, or email: racoems@
gmail.com. For more information 
please call Phone: 785-626-8052 
or Cell: 785-626-6001. 

---9/12---TFN---

Employment Opportunity: Col-
by 24/7 Travel Store is currently 
accepting applications for cashier 
and assistant manager. Compen-
sation includes $9.00 starting 
wage plus incentives  including 
BCBS health and life insurance, 
401K, and paid vacation. Apply 
online at www.24-7-stores.com 
or apply in person at Colby 24/7 
Travel Store, 1980 S. Range.

---12-17---12/31---

Great Western Tire of Colby, Inc., 
1170 S. Country Club Drive, is 
now accepting applications for all 
positions. Positions included, but 
not limited to, lube oil & tire, truck 
tire, service call, and alignment 
technicians. Experience required, 
but will train the right person. Valid 
driver’s license is a requirement. 
Full time position includes com-
petitive salary and benefits. Apply 
in person, EOE. Questions please 
call 785.462.2100.

---5/29---TFN---

The Team at Kansasland Tire of 
Norton has an immediate opening 
for a service truck operator/gen-
eral service person. Must have a 
valid drivers license. Competitive 
wages, 401k, insurance, & uni-
forms. Experience preferred, but 
not necessary we will train. Please 
stop by at 11101 Rd E1, Norton 
and pick up an application or call 
785-877-5181 EOE.

---2/12---TFN---

PSI Transport, LLC, is always 
looking for livestock hauler: own-
er/operators to pull our trailers 
and/or company drivers. Newer 
equipment and excellent benefit 
package. We primarily stay within 
the Midwest. To visit about our 
opportunities give us a call M-F at 
(785) 675-3881 or (913) 533-2478.

---6/16---TFN---

Driver Wanted for Water Truck. 
Need CDL A with X endorsement. 
Based in Colby. Start at $18 plus 
medical. Call Garret 620-255-
6813.

---12/10---1/2---

Carriers needed to deliver the 
Colby Free Press! Great for some-
one needing extra income. A few 
hours a day, 4 days a week. Bonus 
after 3 months. To apply please 
stop by the office at 155 W. Fifth 
St., Colby or for questions call 
785-462-3963.

---3/21---TFN---

Misc for Rent

For rent: 5,000 sq. ft. warehouse 
in Colby 785-443-2754.

---12/22---1/15---

Apartments for Rent

1 bedroom apartments for low 
income individuals that meet 
specific disability criteria.  Rent 
and utilities subsidized. Applica-
tions available at 770 Dylan Dr., 
Colby, or call 785-462-3473. Rural 
Development, Equal Housing Op-
portunity.

---12/26---1/2---

Misc. for Sale

Pheasants For Sale - Dan 
Lankas, Atwood, KS 785-626-
6002.

---12/5---1/1---

Pebble Embossed Plastic Ban-
quet rolls 40’x300’ (white) $30 
+ tax. Can be purchased at the 
Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St.

---3/21---TFN---

Wanted
Wanted: Owner Operators to run 
all states except California and New 
England. Reefer, Flatbed and Tanker 
experience preferred. Please call 
Jim 785-675-1737.

---10/1---TFN---

 Vehicles for Sale

Call us before you pay your next 
insurance premium. American Fam-
ily Insurance - Rita Peters Agency 
- Colby 785-462-8246.

---1/18---TFN---

Livestock/Other

For sale - 2 adult blue peafowl $40 
each, 5 adult turkey, 5 toms, 5 hens 
$20 each. Cash Only! Call 785-672-
0150 or 785-672-0208.

---12/18---12/31---

Services

Tree Trimming & Removal. Bucket 
truck, stump grinder, insured. Call 
Kerry at Infinite Connections 785-
626-4261.

---11/7---3/30---

System Administration, Infor-
mation Technology. Keep your 
business running in top gear with 
quality, professional IT expertise. 
Full gamut service. Over 25 years’ 
experience in computer systems. 
I manage your 5 to 50 business 
computer network, on-site 1 day 
per week, with annual contract. 
Business references available. 
JB Tech, Jeff Brittenham 785- 
953-7221.

---12/1---1/5---

Tree Service: Call Abel Tree Ser-
vice LLC for tree removal, stump 
grinding and trimming. Equipped 
with a bucket truck. In the Colby 
area now! Call 785-871-7275 now 
for free estimates. Satisfaction 
guaranteed.

---5/9---TFN---

Do Your Feet Hurt? We can help 
with I-Step Technology. We also 
provide medicare approved dia-
betic shoes up to size 15 with doc-
tors prescription by appointment 
only. Currier Drug, Inc, Atwood. 
1-800-696-3214.

---4/22---TFN---
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Coach’s punch starts rough night for Big 12

houstonchronicle.com
Texas Longhorns quarterback Tyrone Swoopes was on the run 
Monday night as Arkansas dominated the Texas Bowl, 31-7.

League gets bowled over three timesMEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Tex-
as A&M student assistant coach 
Michael Richardson was sent 
home early from the Aggies’ ap-
pearance in the AutoZone Liberty 
Bowl after hitting West Virginia 
players in the first half of Texas 
A&M’s 45-37 win on Monday at 
Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium.

Cameras showed Richardson 
striking West Virginia players 
who ventured out of bounds dur-
ing the first half on two separate 
occasions. He used his elbow to 
strike Mountaineers cornerback 
Daryl Worley in the back of the 
head and shoved running back 
Andrew Buie in another incident.

Sumlin was made aware of 
Richardson’s actions at halftime 
and told Richardson to remain in 
the locker room for the second 
half of the game, according to 
school officials. After the game, 
Sumlin said Richardson was sent 
home and he’ll decide on further 
action when the Aggies return to 
College Station, Texas.

“I was made aware of the situa-
tion at halftime, he did not return 
to the field and he has already been 

sent home,” Sumlin said. “That’s 
nothing we condone, there’s noth-
ing about that whole situation 

that’s a part of who we are and 
what we believe in. As I said, he 
has already been sent home, and 

we’ll deal with that when we get 
back.”

A class of 2012 signee out of 
DeSoto (Texas) High, Richardson 
played linebacker as a true fresh-
man for Texas A&M before suf-
fering a career-ending neck injury 
in a Nov. 17, 2012, win over Sam 
Houston State. 

He had surgery shortly thereaf-
ter and has served as a student as-
sistant coach for the Aggies since 
his playing days concluded two 
years ago. Painful punches to egos 
awaited a pair of Big 12 perennial 
powerhouses Monday night

Clemson 40, Oklahoma 6
The No. 17-ranked Tigers 

clinched their fourth consecutive 
10-win season (10-3) with a Rus-
sell Athletic Bowl trouncing of 
Oklahoma in Orlando, Fla.

Clemson went 65 yards for a 

touchdown on its first play, led 
17-0 after one quarter and 27-0 by 
halftime.

The Sooners (8-5) didn’t score 
until midway through the fourth 
quarter with Clemson leading 40-
0. Oklahoma dropped three of its 
final four games, including two 
by 30-plus points. Baylor blasted 
OU, 48-14, on Nov. 8.

Arkansas 31, Texas 7
The Longhorns’ second losing 

season (6-7) in 17 years ended 
with an inept 60 yards of total of-
fense against old rival Arkansas at 
Monday night’s Texas Bowl.

Arkansas (7-6 record) domi-
nated while improving to just 22-
56 all-time against the one-time 
Southwest Conference foe Long-
horns. Arkansas needed late-sea-
son upset wins over LSU and Mis-
sissippi just to get enough wins 

this season for bowl eligibility.
Texas actually had -18 total 

yards during a listless third quar-
ter. 

The Longhorns only defeated 
one team with a winning record 
(West Virginia) in coach Char-
lie Strong’s first season with the 
Longhorns.

Chance for redemption
The Big 12 still has three chanc-

es to regain its winning ways this 
week with TCU playing Missisis-
sippi on Wednesday, Baylor meet-
ing Michigan State on Thursday 
and Kansas State tangling with 
UCLA Friday evening. Oklahoma 
State plays Washington Friday.

The bowl season continues 
through Jan. 4 with New Year’s 
Day semifinal winners meeting 
to decide a national champion on 
Monday, Jan. 12.

Historic wins, heartbreak started sports year
R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press

               ADRIANE SIMS 
There was plenty to dance 
about on March 31 as the Har-
lem Globetrotters’ “Fans Rule” 
tour stop kept a full house at 
Colby Community Building en-
tertained. Kids joined Globe-
trotters on the court numerous 
times, whether it was time for 
more basketball theatrics or 
just to show their best dance 
moves (left). Of course, sports 
isn’t all about good times 
throughout the yeat. There 
were other emotions shared 
like after Colby High senior 
Andrew Taylor (below) fell just 
short in his second conscutive 
4A state wrestling champion-
ship match. Coach Matt Sims 
was ther to give this top Eagle 
wrestler a hug after Taylor’s fi-
nal state tournament match on 
March 1. The Eagles still took 
home a top five 4A team finish 
with three earning medals.

What a great first five months of 
2014 as each one brought several 
moments for Colby-area sports 
fans to remember.

The best of 2014 begins today 
with January though May with no 
June swoon anticipated for Fri-
day’s rundown into December.

January
Denver Bronco fans would soon 

celebrate an AFC title game win 
over big bad New England. But 
those weren’t the only fantastic 
moments.

Colby High’s Cameron Brown 
scoring 29 points at Goodland on 
Jan. 6, and the Eagle girls saying 
“hello, new year” with an 11-0 
start against Ulysses on Jan. 3. 

The Eagle girls would later 
knock off 5A Liberal while reach-
ing their Orange and Black Clas-
sic tittle game on Jan. 25.

However, January’s No. 1 mo-
ment: 

Jan. 18 turned titanic when the 
Triplains-Brewster girls knocked 
off Golden Plains, 41-38, for a 
Western Kansas Liberty League 
tournament title in Colby.

Junior Alicia Barrie’s three-
pointer finally put the Titans ahead 
to stay over a rival they knew all 
too well.

“We finally got them,” Barrie 
said about avenging a 33-30 loss 
to Golden Plains earlier that sea-
son.. “We read (in the Free Press) 
that they (Golden Plains) was hap-
py to break our winning streak. 
Now we can start a new one.”

February
Would the Wichita State Shock-

ers ever lose a men’s basketball 
game? Not until deep into March 
as the Shockers’ win streak went  
far past 30 during an amazing sea-
son.

Meanwhile, big moments also 
increased throughout the county:

Feb. 6: All 13 players help the 
Colby JV boys beat Goodland by 
13, 48-35, for their Colby Tourna-
ment basketball championship.

Feb. 11: The Eagle varsity boys 
also respond with several shot 
blocks during a 64-59 win at Nor-
ton.

Feb. 15: Colby Community 
College’s wrestlers qualify 10 
wrestlers for the national champi-
onship meet including Eagle alum 
Konnor Kriss.

“We’ve had eight, nine, but 
never 10,” coach David Nordhues 
said.

But the best moment:
Feb. 22: Freshman Tate Car-

ney’s regional title win over 
Goodland’s Tate Withington 
helps lead five Eagles into the 
4A state wrestling tournament.

Most importantly, the 
106-pounder moved closer to:

“An Oreo milkshake,” Carney 
said about how we could celebrate 
after the state finals.

March
Madness continued on the wres-

tling weeks before those Shock-
ers, Kansas Jayhawks and K-State 
suffered tough early exits from 
March Madness.

March 1: Sure enough, Car-
ney reaches the title match but 
falls short in his first quest. He 
still joins senior Andrew Taylor 
as state finalists while sophomore 
Austin Hart takes home a conso-
lation championship with his 40th 
win of the season.

March 1: While the Eagles took 
fifth in 4A, those Colby College 
Trojans finished an even more 
impressive No. 4 nationally. All-
Americans Calvin Ochs and Jared 
Johnson were finalists while Kriss 
captured sixth place in his class.

Hoops then regained center 
stage, especially when the Golden 
Plains High rallied past Bucklin, 
52-49, to reach their first state 
championship game since 1974.

March’s most magical moment 
arrived one week earlier:

March 8: Colby Community 
College’s indoor track and field 
men earn historic No. 2 national 
finish in New York City.

The Trojans’ 11 All-American 
and victories in three events were 
impressive enough. Yet the real 
story was some Trojans had to 
stay home because there simply 
wasn’t enough room in the team 
van.

“The reality is we’re a junior 
college. We simply couldn’t af-
ford 20 plane tickets to New York 
City,” coach James Ortiz said 
about accommodating all the Tro-
jan qualifiers.

Ortiz made some tough choices, 
but his lineup delivered an awe-
some 71 points to tie Coffeyville 
College for that No. 2 finish.

Trojan athletes then took turns 
holding the championship plaque 
on that long van ride home.

April awesomeness
This month began one miracu-

lous Kansas City Royals season 
which would end in World Series 
Game 7 — something a few of us 
are still barely believing.

April also brought warm mo-
ments for many area athletes and 
teams.

April 11: Colby High’s track 
and field girls win the Norton In-
vitational, just their first step en 
route to another Great West Ac-
tivities Conference championship 
season.

April 15: Tax day only meant 
Victoria would pay for a 12-0 win 
over Colby High’s varsity base-
ball team.

The Eagle boys showed super 
resiliency, recovering to win game 
two 6-5 over a team that won a 
state Legion baseball champion-
ship that previous summer.

April 22: Those same Colby 
baseball boys pound out 22 hits 
during a huge 16-5 win over 
Goodland.

Yet the finest moment featured 
another Eagle diamond team.

April 7: Colby High’s softball 
team rallies past Holcomb, 7-6.

Trailing 6-1, the Eagles unleash 
an amazing comeback that begins  
their eight-game, season-opening 
win streak.

The Eagles also turned an early 
5-0 deficit into a 17-5 win over 
Ulysses during this awesome 8-0 
start.

“When you can do that and 
grind out a couple of wins, that’s a 
sign of a pretty good team,” coach 
Jeff Krzycki said.

The Colby High girls would 
eventually play for a 4A substate 
championship.

May
Deadline’s approaching for to-

day, but just enough time to point 
out a few of many great achieve-
ments capping the 2013-14 school 
sports year.

May 12: This was one amaz-
ing day. While Colby High’s girls 
track and field girls were winning 

Colby  Community College
Fabian Hayles finished a national champion Colby Community 
College 3200-relay that also set a new school record at New 
York City in March.

their home invitational, senior Mi-
chael Schiferl earned a trip into 
the 4A boys’ state tennis toruna-
ment.

Schiferl would earn two big 
state wins and nearly take home a 
medal.

Colby High qualified several 
athletes to the state meet with ju-

niors Brielle McKee and Hannah 
Strange both winning medals.

However, the finest moment 
had to be Triplains’ Shayna Rogge 
winning a 1A state triple jump 
championship.

Watch for all those June through 
December moments in Friday’s 
Free Press.

R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press
Triplains-Brewster wanted a substate title as Titans Kelly Lamb 
(right) and Shayna Rogge also tried to steal this basket. Yet 
Golden Plains with senior Hailee Spresser held on for the win.

Picker
puts faith
in Bears

Posting a decent 14-7 bowl 
picking clip so far, Free Press 
scribbler R.B. Headley is ready to 
show some faith in the suddendly 
downtrodden Big 12.

“I’m changing my Cotton Bowl 
pick and taking the Baylor Bears 
to beat Michigan State,” R.B. 
announced.”I like Baylor’s speed 
advantage and think they’ll have 
something to prove aganst a Spar-
tan defense that hasn’t been so 
tough this season.”

The Big 12 took three big losses 
Monday night with Oklahoma and 
Texas being routed.

More details about how all bowl 
pickers are faring will appear in an 
upcoming edition.

Stomp
suspends
Lion star

NEW YORK (AP) — The De-
troit Lions and Ndamukong Suh 
have been informed that the de-
fensive tackle will be suspended 
for Sunday’s wild-card playoff 
game against the Dallas Cowboys.

Suh’s punishment comes a day 
after he stepped on the leg of 
Green Bay Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers.

Suh “unnecessarily stepped on 
[the] opponent’s unprotected leg 
as he lay on the ground unable to 
protect himself,” according to a 
statement released by the NFL.

Suh is appealing the suspen-
sion, and his appeal will be heard 
by Ted Cottrell.

Lions center Dominic Raiola, 
who himself returned from a one-
game suspension Monday, de-
fended Suh’s actions.

“He was getting pushed back, 
you know,” Raiola said. “There’s 
no way at that point in the game 
that he did something like that on 
purpose.”

Lions safety James Ihedigbo 
said missing Suh will create a 
large void on defense.

“I don’t know if you can put it 
into words,” Ihedigbo said. “He’s 
a dominant force in our defense. 
He’s kind of the key centerpiece. 
We have faith in guys that can step 
up and fill that void and do the 
best job they can to get this win 
and help us out.

“It’s unfortunate, whatever way 
you want to slice it. You’re losing 
one of your best defensive players 
and one of the best D-linemen in 
the league, it’s unfortunate.”

If Suh’s appeal is denied, De-
troit would be without both of its 
first-round defensive tackle selec-
tions. 

Coach Jim Caldwell said Mon-
day it would take “a miracle” for 
defensive tackle Nick Fairley to 
play against the Cowboys. 

Fairley has not played or prac-
ticed since injuring his knee 
against Atlanta in Week 8.


