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Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
• Comprehensive bite analysis
• TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation
•  I.V. Sedation for all dental procedures
   including surgical removal of wisdom teeth
• Dental Implants: surgical placement
   and restoration
•!Complete endodontic services (root canal)
  molar and anterior teeth

• Extensive cosmetic procedures
• Laser periodontal (gum disease) therapy
• Esthetic crown and bridge restorations;
   all ceramic (no metal)
• General dental procedures: cleanings,
   tooth colored fillings, partial dentures,
   biologic dentures

BUSINESS CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!

Call  785-332-3162 today.

Western Kansas Center for Comprehensive
Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS
460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

J

S. Casey McCormick
Advertising Manager

The Saint Francis Herald
Bird City Times

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING
Local DURO-LAST

Contractor

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237
(800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Flanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders Guttering

“A better way to go”
•  5 inch seamless guttering

•  Roofing •  Windows
   •  Soffit and Fascia

Call for Spring Specials!

Specializing

in:

785-694-2865 or 785-462-0632
FREE ESTIMATES785-332-3162

785-332-3001 (fax)
sfherald@nwkansas.com

Phone/Fax 785-734-2659
PO Box  220

Bird City, KS 67731

CTX Mortgage Company

Kelli Gartland

Giving back to the Great Community I was raised in and
meeting your home financing needs. Local references

available about the Great Care you will receive.

Toll Free • 888-749-4253
Cell • 303-257-3766

kelli.gartland@ctxmort.com
www.ctxloanofficer.com/kelli

CTX Mortgage Company

 OFFERS END NOV. 30.

Go to honda.com now to fi ll out an on-line credit application and get pre-approved for Honda fi nancing.

For the life of the loan on approved credit with the Honda Card.™

FIXED
PAYMENT

BONUS BUCKS**

$250
UP TO 

FIXED
RATE

9.9% 
 
APR 
FINANCING

$79PER 
MONTH*

AS 
LOW 
AS

Come to our Fall Open House!
Friday, Nov. 24 • Drawing at 1 p.m. MT

See all the New Hondas &
Register to Win a New Honda CRF 70!

Drawing Entry Form
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

honda.com Honda FOURTRAX RANCHER™ ATVs ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. BE A RESPONSIBLE 
RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE 
LAW AND READ YOUR OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. *$79 monthly payment and 9.9% fixed rate for purchases $1,000–$24,000 for 60 months. 
Fixed minimum monthly payment based on 2.12% of the original high balance. Minimum payments must be kept current to maintain promotional APR. 
Offer valid 9/7/06 on all new and unregistered 2007 and prior TRX™680FA/FGA, TRX500FA/FGA/FE/FM/TM, TRX420FE/FM/TE/TM, TRX400FA/FGA, 
TRX350FE/FM/TE/TM, TRX250TE/TM models through GE Money Bank on the Honda Card upon approved credit. **$250 Bonus Bucks good on new 
2006 and prior TRX350FE/FM models. $150 Bonus Bucks good on new 2006 and prior TRX350TE/TM models. Bonus Bucks can only be used for 
purchases at the dealership and must be redeemed on the date of purchase. Offer has no cash value and is not transferable. Dealer participation may 
vary. Offers end 11/30/06. Check with your Honda Dealer for complete details. FourTrax,® Rancher,™ TRX™ and Honda Card™ are trademarks of Honda 
Motor Co., Ltd. ©2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (9/06) 06-0173

Aurora Honda
200 S. Potomac St • Aurora, CO 80012 • 303-341-7200

Family Owned and Operated Since — 1966 Closed on Mondays

•Sales
•Parts

•Service

In-patient volume steady
at hospital during October

In-patient volume at the hospi-
tal was consistently up in October.

Administrator Les Lacy told the
Cheyenne County Hospital Board
at the Oct. 24 meeting that the hos-
pital has continued to be very busy
averaging nine to 10 patients
daily.

Traci Neitzel, board member,
asked about the maximum num-
ber of patients in the hospital. Ad-
ministrator Lacy said the hospital
is licensed for 16 beds. When the
hospital begins taking obstetric
patients, it may bring up some
other issues but these patients will
only be in the hospital for two to
three days.

Mrs. Neitzel asked how the ad-
ministrator adjusts the staff for the
slower times vs the busy times.
The administrator said that when
the hospital has low patient num-
bers, the staff may volunteer or be
asked to take “low-census” days.

However he indicated that there
is a limit to how many low-census
days employees can take without
needing to seek other sources of
income. Using more certified
nurses’ aides during the busier
times helps which is one reason
the hospital is currently looking
for two aide positions and then
one experienced registered nurse
who can assist with obstetrics and
in the emergency room.

Dr. Rebecca Allard, who will be
coming to practice at the hospital
in 2007, has recently worked in
the clinic and saw inpatients. The
administrator said she was re-
ceived very well by staff and pa-
tients.

The statistics were reviewed
and the volume for the providers
and clinic has been steady. Ad-
ministrator Lacy reported that a
“Docs Who Care” physician will
be at the hospital to help the pro-
viders.

The administrator said the aver-
age length of patient stay is climb-
ing which is good. The physical
therapy numbers are the best they
have been in the last five years.

The County Health report was
reviewed. The report showed a
steady volume of patients and a
variety of activities which are
reaching all areas of the commu-
nities.

Memorial garden
Contractor Troy Porter gave a

proposal on the landscaping in the
back of the hospital. This proposal
included grading all areas for
drainage, installing fabric barrier
and approximately 100 ton of
fractured granite to a depth of 3-4
inches and place four or five moss

rock boulders for soil erosion and
beauty.

Mrs. Neitzel suggested making
the area into a “memory garden”
and using some memorial money
to put in a bench. After some dis-
cussion it was decided that the ad-
ministrator would write a request
for a proposal with Mrs. Neitzel’s
help to get more bids.

The proposal would include a
part that if a county business had
a bid and was a certain percent
higher than out-of-county bids,
the board had the option to stay in
the county. This proposal would
include 50 shrubs or grasses to
control erosion and would be easy
to maintain plus be attractive.

Fire marshal
The Kansas State Fire Marshal

was at the hospital and left with
several deficiencies. The three
broad categories the deficiencies
fit into are:

1) Fire caulking and smoke
sealing issues - these have been
referred to the involved contrac-
tors.

2) Documentation issues - these
relate chiefly to the inspector
wanting the hospital to use new
forms that were made available by
the fire marshal’s office during
the inspection.

3) A pre-existing, non-con-
forming condition at the east base-
ment exit - discussions are now
underway with the architect and
the fire marshal’s office.

In the event that the discussions
between the architect and the fire
marshal are not able to get the pre-
existing, non-conforming condi-
tion at the east basement exit
grandfathered, the administrator
has indicated that he and the hos-
pital maintenance person can re-
pair the condition with an in-
house project.

Equipment
Administrator Lacy presented a

bid on a new anesthesia machine.
This is the model preferred by
Kim Zweygardt, the hospital’s
certified registered nurse anesthe-
tist, and is the same machine
Dundy County Hospital adminis-
tration recently purchased. The
VHA contract price is $39,631,
the monitor is $12,729 and a 3-
year contract is $2,131 for a total
of $54,491. This will be paid with
by funded depreciation. The
board agreed to purchase the an-
esthesia machine. This purchase
was not on the capital equipment
budget for this year.

A bid for a new phone system to
replace the obsolete 10-year-old
system was presented. All re-

placement parts for the current
system are refurbished parts and
the system is unable to expand
further.

The bid for $44,494 was ac-
cepted by the board and will also
be paid for with funded deprecia-
tion. Neither the phone system
purchase nor the new anesthesia
machine are in the capital equip-
ment budget for this year.

Director’s report
Great Plains Health Alliance re-

port was given by Jackie John,
area director. She said the hospi-
tals in the Great Plains Health Al-
liance network have joined the
Quality Health Indicator
Benchmarking Project starting
this month. This project will help
Critical Access Hospitals collect,
track and trend data that is perti-
nent to their unique environment
and to participate in a nationally
recognized initiatives that dem-
onstrates health care quality in
rural America. It will also give
them the opportunity to bench-
mark their quality against other
Great Plains Health Alliance fa-
cilities and other participating fa-
cilities in Kansas.

In other business
In other business:
• The administrator reviewed

the mission, vision and values of
the facility and staff. It was de-
cided that the board members
would take the survey’s home and
do the short survey and bring it
back to the next meeting.

• The heating for the concrete in
the front and back of the hospital
is not done but should be com-
pleted soon.

• The lab system which is up and
running is still undergoing several
issues.

Next meeting
The next meeting was moved to

3 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 30, in
the Cheyenne County Clinic base-
ment meeting room in St. Francis.

Editor’s note: The above article
was taken from the unapproved
Oct. 24 Cheyenne County Hospi-
tal Board minutes.

Shara Johnson, physical thera-
pist, told the Cheyenne County
Hospital Board what was happen-
ing in her department when they
met on Oct. 24.

The construction of the new physi-
cal therapy department was com-
pleted in the four and one-half years
she has been with the hospital. Mrs.
Johnson said she now feels more in-
volved with the staff and the patients
as they are all in one area instead of
down the hall in several different
rooms.

The pool was up and going by the
middle of July. The pool days are
scheduled on Tuesday and Thursday
and most patients still have land
therapy, too. The staff works with
patients for knees, hips and shoulders
problems.

One unit is equal to 15 minutes. In
the month of July there were 20 units;
August, 95 units; September, 74
units; and October, 50 units (which is

not the complete month of October).
The total was 239 units which trans-
lates into $12,356.

Mrs. Johnson said the volume is
unpredictable and, for now, the staff-
ing, Sara Houtman and JoAnn Klie,
is fine. The next anticipated staffing
challenge will be replacing Mrs. Klie
when she retires.

She said patient lifts in rooms
would be helpful and the project
would need to be evaluated a few
rooms vs. all rooms to install the lifts.
This would reduce the risk of injury
to patients and staff.

Mrs. Johnson said that an orthope-
dic surgeon would be a nice addition
to the specialty clinic. One has been
identified. A letter and CD including
pictures of the physical therapy area

and the computerized radiology were
sent to the surgeon who is with West-
ern Orthopedics.

Shawna Blanka, administrative
secretary, read a note from Heather
McDonald with S&T Communica-
tions. Ms. McDonald was at the hos-
pital when it was filmed for the tele-
vision commercials.

She sent an e-mail telling how im-
pressed she was with the facility and,
had she known how efficient and up-
to-date the department was when she
needed physical therapy in May, she
would have had her therapy in St.
Francis.

“The Cheyenne County Hospital is
definitely one of the nicest places I’ve
seen in the area for all areas of treat-
ment,” she wrote.

Physical therapist reviews
happenings in department

Interesting Facts
• The wood stork, also known as

the wood ibis, is the only true stork
native to the United States.

• The first holes-in-one scored by
both a father and son in the same
game of golf were shot by Charles
H. Calhoun Sr. and Jr. on August
24, 1932.

• Prior to Cornelius Vanderbilt’s
donation of $1 million in 1873
Vanderbilt University was known
as Central University.

CRAFT FAIR was held Saturday with the weather turning out to be sunny. Above Rachel
Davis and her sister Reba Raile enjoyed the beautiful quilts on display.
                                                                                                                                                                        Herald staff photo by Karen Krien


