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of activitiesand trips

Membersof the Tri-State Antique
Auto Club departed Bird City onthe
morning of June 8, heading north on
Highway 161. DeeFries, tour guide,
joined the caravan at Benkelman.
After arest stop at the Benkelman
Quick Stop, it was on to Wauneta,
Neb., for more pop and goodies.

On leaving Wauneta the group
drove by the Wauneta Flour Mill,
moving toward the north side of the
Frenchman for ascenic drive onthe
old highways to Champion, where
sack luncheswereenjoyedat theMill
reservoir.

Bill Silvester and daughter joined
thegroupattheMill, after whichthey
droveto the Silvester Farm 8 miles
southwest, to visit with Bill’ sthree
Donkules. A tour of the “roomy”
Silvester earthhouseaffordedpartici-
pants a chance to admire some out-
standingly gorgeous dolls and other
art productions made by Bill’slate
wifeandhisdaughter. BackinCham-
pion, aguided tour of the Mill was
taken, themen of theclubtaking spe-
cia interest in the mechanics and
workings of the antiquated machin-
ery and equipment.

AttheChaseCounty Museum, the
group wasgreeted by several ladies,
including JeanineCox, aformer club
member, who later accompaniedthe
grouptoher hometoseeher husband
Arlyn’ srefurbished, better than new
condition, antiquecar collection.

Club tours have aways been ma-
jor activitiesfortheTri-StateAntique
Auto Clubfamily.

On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 5,
1962, a strange and unique occur-
rencewastaking placeinavacant ot
in the northwest part of McDonald.
Four antique vehicles, their motors
purringnot smoothly, werepreparing
for an adventure. Soon the first Tri-
State Antique Auto Tour, organized
by Fred D. Magley, was underway,
rollingdown U.S. Highway 36. The
destination wasBird City, aprecari-
ous8milestothewest. FredMagley’'s
1925 Model T Ford Coupe, Don
Hartman's1914Model T Ford Tour-
ing, CharlesDraper’'s1922 Model T
Ford Truck and Orville Hartman's
1925 Model T Ford Fire Truck par-
ticipatedinthetour, withseveral per-
sons accompanying the caravan in
newer vehicles.

The second organized tour took
placeonSunday, Sept. 19,1962. That
particular tour left McDonald with
three antique cars, one antique fire
truck and an eight motorcycleescort
assembled by Duane Neitzel. Ralph
Crawford, St. Francis, furnished ra-
diocommunicationbetweenthefront
and back of theline of vehicles, us-
ing two modern pickups, one at the
head of theline and one at the rear.
Participantsand their familieswere:
Fred Magley, OrvilleHartman, Don
HartmanandBill Fiedler. Thehappy
group had lunch in the park at Bird
City, where they were joined by
Royce Smithof Stratton, Neb.,inhis
1931 Model A Roadster and Dr.
J.H.A. Peck, St. Francis, driving his
1923four-door Lincoln Sedan.

Onarrivd in St. Francis, at an av-
erage speed of 25 miles per hour,
thosein attendance visited at Burr's
Skelly ServiceStationwhereCharles
Draper’s1922 Model T Ford Truck,
Jim Manson's 1926 Dodge Coupe
and Fred Burr’ s1930 Model A Ford
Coupewereondisplay. Thelast stop
onthetour that day wasat Dr. Peck’ s
barnwherethegooddoctor servedre-
freshments in that remodeled and
comfortableoldbuilding. Therewas
talk of organizingaclub at that time,

but it was deemed advisable to wait
until thefollowing springtomakethe
clubareality.

At1:30p.m.onMay 13,1963, Fred
Magley’ s1925Mode T Ford Coupe,
RonLillichand Larry Cross, inFred
Magley’ s1928Modd A Ford Coupe
andKeithHarvey, St. Francis, inhis
1930Model A Ford pickup, left Bird
City and headed west to St. Francis.
Theywerejoined, neartheGuy Lamb
farm, 31/2 mileseast of Whedler, by
Ralph Crawford, driving his 1926
Chevrolet Coupe, andElmer Felzien,
behindthewhee! of his1902 Rambler
replica. Fred Burr, DonHartmanand
Jim Manson, whose antique autos
wereidentifiedearlier,asojoinedthe
party at thislocation.

On acold, windy Sunday after-
noon, June 9, 1963, the fourth tour,
with autos driven by Fred Magley,
Elmer, Don Charles, Keith, Bill (in
Ra ph’ s1926 Chevrolet), and August
Wahl of Kanorado, driving hisown
1912 Detroiter Touring car, departed
from Mgjestic Service Station, St.
Francis, intending to tour to
Benkelman, Neb., by way of Bird
City. On reaching Bird City, those
persons traveling the open vehicles
were exceedingly cold, so the tour
stopped for coffeeat the Dairy King
and decided to complete the trip to
Benkelman onanicer day.

On Sunday, July 14, 1963, Fred
Magley, Don, EImer, Bill andRoyce
Pettinger, driving his 1929 Ford
Coupe, met at Mgjestic Service Sta-
tion and toured to Atwood, where
they visitedwithantiqueautobuffsin
that area.

A Mock Auto Show, sponsored by
the car enthusiasts, was held in the
then vacant ot west of Mgjestic Ser-
viceonJuly 1, 1963. Thevintageve-
hicles of regular participants: Fred
Magley, Don, Keith, Fred Burr,
Ralph, Jim, EImerandDr. Peck were
ondisplay and participatedinold car
gamesduringtheday. Threenew an-
tique car owners were at the show.
Linden Welle of Arapahoe, Colo.,
displayed his 1928 Ford Coupe and
wasdeclared Champion of the Show
by apopular vote. Robert Helman of
Goodland brought his1923Modd T
Ford Coupe. Ken Stout, also of
Goodland, broughthis1924Mode T
Ford Coupe. Following what turned
out to be avery successful day, an-
tique car owners and their families
took aturn around St. Francis, their
last stop being the upstairs Trophy
RoominDr. Peck’ sbarn, where, fol-
lowing refreshments, the Tri-State
AntiqueAuto Clubwasformally or-
ganized.

After aproper election of officers,
thefirstitem of businessto comebe-

foretheclub wasthe appointment of
severa personsto serve asjudges at
theantique Auto Display during the
St. Francis Diamond Jubilee, which
wasto beobserved on Aug. 8, 1963.

Thefirstdateof officeselectedin-
cluded: Fred Magley, president;
SylviaFelzien, secretary/treasurer;
RaphCrawford, tour director; Keith
Harvey, director of public relations;
Henry Hilt, membership chairman;
Elmer Felzien, DonHartman, Robert
HelmanandLindenWelle, directors
of the board. Formation of the club
wastruly aclimax to an outstanding
day - andwill long berememberedby
thosewhotook partinthefirstinfor-
mal antique car show in thetri-state
area.

At the second regular meeting, on
Sept. 21, 1963, the 10th annual
Thresher showwasinfull swingatthe
Roy Kite farm, north of Bird City,
when Tri-State Antique Auto Club
representativesarrived. Membersof
the70-day-oldclubinattendancethat
day were: Fred Magley, Ralph
Crawford, Henry Hilt and Keith
Harvey. DuaneHawkins, McDonald,
aprospective member, was present
with his 1931 Model A Ford. Since
that day, 40yearsago, theAuto Club
has devoted untold hoursto the suc-
cessesof eachyearly Thresher show
and, in 1976, became an associate
organizationof theThresher Associa-
tion.

Charter memberships were made
available through December 1963.
Thosewho had becomemembersby
that date were: Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Vaughn, Anton, Colo.; Mr.and Mrs.
Clarence W. Beamgard, Atwood,;
Mr. and Mrs. Linden Welle, Arapa
hoe; Mr.andMrs. Al “Bunt” Reining,
Benkelman; Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Brubaker, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Horvath, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones
andMr.andMrs. FredMagley, dl of
Bird City; Mr. and Mrs. Harold B.
Weélle, Cheyenne Wells, Colo.; Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Reed, Colby; Mr. and
Mrs. Maynard Bane, Mr. and Mrs.
RobertHelmanandDr. Richard Tay-
lor, al of Goodland; Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Hilt, Haigler, Neb.; Mr. and
Mrs. Loyd Covert, Holyoke, Colo.;
Mr. and Mrs. August Wahl,
Kanorado; Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Reuber, Ludell; Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Hallagin and Mr. and Mrs. Orville
Hartman, McDonald; Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Burr, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Crawford, Larry Cross,Mr.andMrs.
CharlesDraper, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Felzien, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Fiedler,
Mr.andMrs., Don Harman, Mr. and
Mrs. Keith Harvey, Marlin Lillich,
Ronald Lillich, Wenddll Lillich and
Dr.JH.A.Peck,all of St. Francis, Mr.
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escortsLillian Gorthy, Thresher Queen,
duringthe Cheyenne County Fair Paradeon Aug. 12, 1989.
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The governing body of

CHEYENNE COUNTY, KANSAS

Notice of Budget Hearing

use of all funds and the amount of 2003 ad valorem tax.

Proposed Budget 2004 Expenditures and the Amount of 2003 Aa Valorem Tax éstablish the maximum limits of the 2004 budget.

Est. Tax Rate* is subject to change depending

on the final assessed valuation.

will meeton the 29th dayof August , 2003
at 9:00 A.M., atthe COUNTY COURTHOUSE for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed

2002 2003 PROPOSED BUDGET 2004
Prior Year Actual Current Year Actual Amount of Est.
Actual Tax Estimate of Tax 2003 Ad Tax
Fund Expenditures Rate* Expenditures Rate* Expenditures | Valorem Tax Rate*
General 1,358,818 19.007 1,198,707 17.917 1,500,069 900,928 24.744
Road and Bridge 761,720 9.764 772,032 10.136 760,650 455,467 12.509
Bridge Building 38,760 1.149 53,000 2.046 39,000 2,197 0.060
Noxious Weed 20,731 0.000 38,630 0.064 38,000 12,537 0.344
Hospital 518,865 7.608 575,000 8.138 525,000 228,161 6.266
Bond and Interest 0 0.000 294,272 8.884 305,136 268,084 7.363
Prairie Dog 7,834 5,325 7,100
Special Parks & Recreation 0 1,600 5,904
Special Alcohol 0 2,367 8,336
Health Grants 13,440 20,000 39,710
Solid Waste 67,094 3,824 0
Special Machinery 2,000
Noxious Weed Capital Outlay 0
Spec Ambulance Cap Outlay 0
Equipment Reserve 97,841
Totals 2,887,103 37.528 2,964,757 47.185 3,228,905 1,867,374 51.286
Less: Transfers 147,652 190,490 200,500
Net Expenditures 2,739,451 2,774,267 3,028,405
Total Tax Levied 1,398,097 1,398,097
Assessed Valuation 37,242,250 36,234,870 36,410,523
B, ndebtedness, January 1
. N . .2003.

GO Bonds 82,800 1,473,600
Lease-Purchase 0 0

Total 82,800 1,473,600
Fire Districts:

No. 1 - General 39,573 1.205 36,000 1.532 44,000 38,977 1.442

No. 1 - Equip Reserve 0

No. 1 - Special Equip 0

*Tax Rates are expressed in mills.

Terry Miller

Clerk

35

=,

1

73
i
-

.

i —

2003 TRI-STATE AUTO QUEEN Jane Brubaker was crowned Auto Queen thisyear. Mrs.

Brubaker droveher antiqueautointhe Cheyenne County Fair Parade.
Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

andMrs. RoyceSmith, StrattonNeb.;
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Cranmer, Mr.
and Mrs. Melvin Speicher and Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Smith, al of Wray,
Colo.; and Oliver Koffed, Yuma,
Colo.

Many toursand activitieshaveoc-
curred in the years since the Auto
Clubwasfounded. Inadditiontotour-
ingtomany siteswithin 100 milesof
home, members have appeared in
various annual and special parade
events, rodrunsand car shows. They
havemademany further trips, liketo
Pioneer Village, Minden, Neb.,
SternbergMuseum, Hays, PaloDuro
Canyon, Canyon, Texas; the Rex
Bressler home, Happy, Texas; Cal
Farley’s Boys Ranch, Amarillo,
Texas; The Great American Road
Race, Oakley; Tarado Mansion,
Arriba, Colo.; theAntique CareMu-
seum, Stratton, Colo., among them.
Club members, in younger years,
even did some camping at annual
Beecher |dand observances. InJune
1990, members Wes and Cindy
Herdt, viaantiquevehicle, accompa:
nied the Eisenhower Five Star Tour
from Kanorado To Abilene, com-
memorating the 100th birthday of
President Dwight David Eisenhower,
whose boyhood home was in
Abilene. Auto Club founder, Fred
Magley, servedasWestern Chairman
of theFive Star Tour.

There was one day in particular,
whileontourinSt. Francis, that Auto
Club memberswill never be ableto
forget. According to the July 14,
1966, issueof theS. FrancisHerald:
“Ninetouring antiquecars, all mem-
bers to the Tri-State Antique Auto
Club, and their occupants were
hauled into court Sunday afternoon
duringtheir tour of St. Francis. They
were charged with touring without a
permit.”

When they were ordered to the
courthouseandthentakenbeforeact-
ing judge Bud Jennings, somereally
began to wonder just what was tak-
ingplace. They didnot know that tour
director, Ralph Crawford and Elmer
Felzien had pre-arranged the arret,
and when the charges and sentences
wereread, al redizedthat agoodjoke
had been pulled. “Police Chief
Jenningsand Patrol man Jack Jolliffe
hadahardtimekeepingstraightfaces
whileinthe process of arresting and
bringing to the courthouse the nine
carsandall thefamiliesinvolved.”

“When the large group left the
courthouse, they weremuch happier
thanwhenthey wentin, for many felt
the arrest had been ‘on theleve’...”
Therewere35inattendancethat day,
including the families of Keith

MEMBERSCOUL D befound workingon antiquecar sat the
Fred Magley farm during January, 1980.

Harvey, Royce Smith, Henry and
ErvinHilt, DaeCrigt, Dr. DouglasM.
Fair,FredD.Magley,LeRoy Ginther,
Ralph Crawford, Elmer Felzien,
Darrel Weber and Milo Smith.”
LindaHilt. LindaHilt said she must
havereally been affected by the epi-
sode as she gave birth to a9 pound
baby boy that night.”

In 1976, Mindy Kite, St. Francis,
became the first Auto Club Queen
during ceremonies at the Thresher
show in Bird City. Several other la-
dies have been so honored. There
haveal sobeenfivemalemembersof
the club honored as Coil Box Boys;
thetitle deriving from the fact that
early male members of the club re-
ferredtothemselvesasTheCoil Box
Boys.

The roster of other Auto Club
Queensand Coil Box Boysincludes:
Gladys Beamgard, Atwood, 1977;
MinnieCrawford, St. Francis, 1978;
Hazel Hartman, McDonald, 1979;
Hattie Toth, Atwood, 1980; Bessie
Persinger, Atwood, 1981; Marsha
Magley, Bird City, 1982; DeeFries,
Benkelman, 1983; Carol Brubaker,
Bird City, 1984; Jane Burns, Bird
City, 1985; Betty Golding, Stratton,
1986; Evelynn Harvey, St. Francis,
1987; Vadal each, Bird City, 1988;
Carol Harvey, St. Francis, 1989;
Cindy Westbrook Herdt, Oakley,
1990; GinaHerdt, Apache Junction,
Ariz.; 1991; Janelle Bowers, Bird
City, 1992; Rosemary Powell, Bird
City, 1993; KrigtinBurns, Bird City,
1994; Belinda Boyson, Bird City,
1995; June Herdt, Oakley, 1996;
Myra Miller, McDonald, 1997;
Ralph Crawford, St. Francis, 1998;
Fred D. Magley (wife Marsha), and
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Glenn O. Neitzel, Bird City and St.
Francis, 1999; Terry Burns (wife
Jane), Bird City, 2000; Wesley D.
Herdt (wifeCindy), Oakley and Bird
City, 2001; Tanya West, Oakley,
2002; and Jane Brubaker, 2003.

Current Auto Club officers are
Wes Herdt, president/tour director;
Demi H. Shahan, firstvicepresident;
DelbertW. Powell, secondvicepresi-
dent; Rosemary Powell, secretary/
treasurer/historian; Fred D. Magley,
Carol and Bob Brubaker and Wes
Herdt, directorsof theboard; Marshe
Magley, Trails‘N’ Tales editor/re-
porter.

Past AutoClubpresidentsare: Freo
D. Magley, 1963, ‘64, ‘89; Royce
Smith, 1965, ‘66, ‘68, ‘ 72; Elmer
Felzien, 1967, ‘ 73; Raph Crawford,
1969, ‘ 74; Eric Bose, 1970, ‘ 71; Joe
Vap, 1975, ' 76; Richard Poynor,
1977, ' 78; Orville Hartman, 1979;
Henry Pesinger, 1980; Terry Burns,
1981,°82,83,84,85, 86,87, 88;
JaneBurns, 1990, ‘91, ‘92, ‘93, ' 94,
‘95,96, ‘97, ' 98; Wedey D. Herdt,
1999, 2000, ‘03.

Theclubhashostedeight Show ‘N
Shineeventsin Bird City. Members
havesupported many long-forgotten
community projects, substantial gifts
weregiventowardthepurchaseof the
Jaws of Life. Highway clean-up,
community youth, building construc-
tionatthe Threshersgrounds, giftstc
the Cheyenne County Museum
building project are recorded within
theminutesrecordedinclubnews et-
ters.

In November 2003, members are
anticipating sharing a 25th annual
Thanksgivingpotluck dinnerwiththe
Thresher Association.

Several seniors attend
Lewis and Clark expedition

Sixteen seniorsfromninediffer-
ent states gathered recently, along
with two |leaders, at Omaha, Neb.,
for aweek-longadventure. Theco-
ordinator was Gary Husk of Fre-
mont, Neb. The program of study
was" Lewisand Clark From Omaha
toYankton.”

Next year will bethe 200th anni-
versary of theLewisand Clark Ex-
pedition which explored the new
uncharted areaof our country from
St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean.
President Thomas Jefferson had
just purchasedthelL ouisianaTerri-
tory, doublingthesizeof theUnited
States at that time, and commis-
sioned CaptainsMeriwether Lewis
andWilliam Clark tofindarouteto
the west coast starting on the Mis-
souri River at St. Louis. The two
captainsandtheir crewleft St. Louis
onMay 21, 1804, and returned Sept.
23, 1806, having reached the Pa-
cificOcean Nov. 7, 1895.

Though they encountered many
perilsand hardships, only oneman
of the party of 28 was lost, and he
died of natural causes on the long
journey. He was Sergeant Charles
Floyd and the Elderhostel group
visitedhisburial siteand monument
near Sioux City, lowa. It was the
firstregisteredhistoriclandmarkin
the United States.

TheElderhosteler’ sfirstencoun-

ter of the Missouri River journey
was a dinner boat cruise by
paddlewheeler at Brownsvillein
southeast Nebraska.

Other sights visited during the
week were the confluence of the
Platteand Missouri rivers, avisitors
center and Lewis and Clark Mu-
seuminanoldriverboat near Sioux
City, lowa, and Spirit Mound near
Y ankton, S.D.

The group spent the night in
Y ankton and had a guided tour of
Gavins Point Dam. They also vis-
ited NiobraraState Park and Ponca
State Park where a panoramic 98-
mile view was seen of afree-flow-
ing section of theMissouri River as
itwould havelooked whenencoun-
tered by theexpeditionin 1804. The
Missouri was spread out widewith
many sand bars and tree snags to
encounter then, not controlled and
navigableasitismost placestoday.

The group was to have taken a
boat rideonareplicaof Lewisand
Clark’ s55-foot keelboat ontherive
at Onawa, lowa, wherethe expedi-
tionpassedonAug. 10,1804, buton
arriving, learned the keelboat had
been moved to DesMoinesfor the
lowaStateFair that week. They did
get to see areplica, just built, ina
warehouse to see what the craft
looked likebut norideontheriver.

Duringthetimeof theexpedition,

there were no cameras, so an artist
was commissioned to paint
sketches of the areas. The group
followed the work of artist Karl
Bodmer, who painted many
sketchesin water color at the time.
They dsovisitedtheJosdyn Art Mu-
seum in Omahawhich has acquireo
many of Bodmer’s paintings along
theMissouri. Thegroupa sohad Johr
L okke, apresent-day artistand histo-
rian with them. He sketched and
painted ascenefor them from oneof
theoverlook pointsvisited aong the
Missouri River.

Other pointsof interest visitedin
the Omahaareawere the Strategic
Art Command (SAC) Museum,
Boys Town, the zoo and the Imax
Theater wheretheLewisand Clark
Expedition wasbeing shown.

Two participants in the
Elderhostel from this area were
Wilma Lampe and Grace
Zweygardt. Other states repre-
sented wereMissouri, Texas, Cali-
fornia, lllinois, Florida, Colorado,
Tennessee, Mississippi and Ne-
braska.

The ladies reported a very busy
but enjoyable and educational
week.

They returned home Sunday,
Aug. 9, stopping in Kearney at the
Great Platte River Road Archway
Monument enroute.



