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hresher Show isJuly 31 - Aug. 3

TRI-STATE ANTIQUE ENGINE and Thresher Show isscheduled for July 31 through Aug. 3in Bird City. Thisisthe 50th
year for theshow. Ridesar eavailableon theantiqueengines.

Bird City thresher show celebrates 50th

The Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Show will becel ebrat-
ing its 50th year when the show
opens July 31 at the thresher show
grounds east of Bird City on U.S.
36.

Ken Beougher, Association
president, reported that they are
expecting alarge crowd as he has
received callsfromall over includ-
ing Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma
and Colorado.

“There seems to be more than
usual interest thisyear,” hesaid.

50yearsago

In the early 1950s, a group of
farmersand businessmen from the
tri-stateareaof Nebraska, Colorado
and Kansas decided that the heri-
tage of farming in the high plains
should be preserved. By that time,
tractors had replaced the huge
steam engines and combines had
eliminated the need for the thresh-
ing machinesand separators.

A group of preservationists be-
gan forming the Tri-State Antique
Engine and Thresher Association
which was headquartered in Bird
City. It took several yearsof resto-
ration, cleaningand painting before
the first show was held at the Roy
Kite farm 2 1/2 miles northeast of
Bird City.

A Caselmplement deal er aswell
asafarmer, Mr. Kite had taken in
many old tractors and vintage
equipment as trade-ins and stored
them. Hewasableto spearhead the
restoration project.

The first show in 1953 offered

only atent for protection. Out-
houses served as bathrooms. Con-
ditionswerecrudebut everyonehad
agood time. Ladies and children
were admitted free and the men
were charged 50 cents daily. Be-
cause of the enthusiasm, another
show washeld.

Therewerenofacilitiesfor stor-
ing the steam engines, tractorsand
threshing equipment at the Kite
farm so an annual parade of equip-
ment would makethejourney tothe
farm from Bird City. When they
crossedU.S. 36, trafficwasstopped
bothwaysandrubber tireswereput
down on the surface to protect the
oil.

The show continued to grow.
Articles of Incorporation were
adopted and a 501 C3 status was
receivedfromthelnternal Revenue
Service. Chet Sawyer served asthe
first president and Melvin Write
was the secretary and treasurer.
Both served those of ficesfor many
years.

The show continued at the Kite
farm through 1974 and then the
Association purchased 20 acres
from Ralph and Ruth Leach at the
northeast corner of Bird City. Inthis
new location, permanent buildings
were soon erected. Thefirst build-
ings were the Anderson building,
built with funds from Ivan Ander-
son, Kanorado, the main building
with the fold-out sides, and the
Country Kitchen. These buildings
are still in use today and 12 other
buildings have been added.
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LandwasalsoacquiredfromBob
Sager, Boband L aurieJones, Ralph
and Ruth L each and Jim and Cindy
Leach. Today, the Association has
45.7 acres where they grow wheat
for binding. The wheat is shocked
and placed inside until show time.
During the show, the bundles are
threshed and thewheat isthen sold
at thelocal elevators.

Thresher Queen

Thereis now a Thresher Queen
selected each year. The queen is
selected from thetri-state areaand
is recognized the first day of the
show. Her name is known only by
the Association president Ken
Beougher and for two weeks, her
picture, takenin her younger years,
ispublishedinTheS. FrancisHer-
ald and Bird City Times which
bringsmoreinterest aspeopletry to
guess her identity.

President Beougher said that by
selecting a queen, the Association
honor thewomen who wereinstru-
mental duringthethreshing season,
spending long hours cooking. On
theshow groundsisthecook shack
and people are invited to come by
and see just how these women
worked. Thisyear’s queen would
have been 50 years younger when
thefirst show washeld.

Engines, tractor sand vehicles

Last year, there were 12 opera-
tional steam engines at the show.
These steamers are available for

rides. The huge engines are in-
spected and regi stered safeby acer-
tified boiler inspector.

There are close to 200 classic
tractorsat theshow andthey partici-
pate daily in the parade. Thereis
also a parade of classic cars oper-
ated by members of the Tri-State
AntiqueAuto Clubwhich operates
closely with the Association.

Therearealso vehiclesinthecar
museum. The museum was built
with funds from Dee and Peg Th-
ompson in memory of their son.

Startswith ablast!

Eachday, theshow kicksoff with
theblast of thesteamenginewhistle
at9:30am.

Throughout the four-day show,
therewill begrainthreshing, plow-
ing, Prony brakeand Baker fantest-
ing for steam and gas engines,
steam engine races, steam engine
pyramid stunts, the displays of op-
erating stationary engines (both
steamand gas), theoperation of the
sawmill, parades of all antique
equipment andthe special paradeof
the early-day harvest equipment.

The blacksmith and printing
presswill be operating and activi-
tieswill be held in the different
buildingsincluding theold school-
house, sod houseand church. It will
takeat least aday totour the build-
ings and see the activities. Also,
each evening, different activities
areheld.
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Landscape Rock?
We Carry Many Varieties

= River Rock = Boulders = Mortar Sand
- Red Flagstone = Buff Flagstone = Moss Rock
e Quartz (red) (black) (multi colored)

- Gravel « Dirt = Fill Sand

Let us help you beautify your yard.
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Serving Southwest Nebraska
and Northwest Kansas

Office and Pit Located
3 Miles South of McCook

308-345-3235

Cellular
308-350-8318

SCHOOL PHYSICALS

(785)332-2682
$10.00

Payable at time of exam - no insurances will be billed
Pre-school, Kindergarten

July 21-25, 2003
By appointment @ Bird City
Clinic & St. Francis Clinic

CO. CLINIC

Jr-Sr High Students
@ Bird City Clinic & St. FrancisClinic
July 21-25, 2003 by appointment
_Or_
Jr-Sr High Students Night

July 22, 2003 « 5:30-7:30
No appointments needed

* Sports physical forms must be completed
and signed by parent before
exam. Forms available at clinic.

Thresher Show

activities

Four daysfilled with activitiesis
planned for the 50th Tri-State An-
tique Engine and Thresher Show,
July 31-Aug. 3heldinBird City. Ac-
tivitiesbegin at 9:30 am. Thursday
through Saturday. On Sunday,
churchservicesareheldat9am.,9:30
a.m. and 10 a.m. at the Country
Church onthegrounds. Throughout
theshow, thereisaswapmeetandflea
market.

Throughout the four day event,
thereisavariety of food including
homemade pies served at the Coun-
try Kitchen, the Shriner’s Candy
Wagonisopen with snow conesand
cotton candy; and thereareavariety
of boothssellingfreshlemonadeand
other drinksand snacks.

However, onethemainattractions
are the buildings which include the
Egger’ s Building which houses an
outstandingmuseum. Thereareindi-
vidual rooms set up to depict lifein
the early days. Demonstrations and
programsareheld daily.

Asvisitorsarrive, they aregreeted
by the" putt, putt” of themany station-
ary engineslinedupunder thecotton-
woodtrees. Thesestationary engines
made life easier for pioneers and
sound much like the old Maytag
washing machines. These engines
hel ped Grandmawashthecl othesand
Grandpapump water for livestock.

The quilt building has over 30
quilts on display. The Association
ownshinequilts, receivedasgiftsplus
other quiltsinthearea. Thisyear, the
Sawyer family quilt will be on dis-
play. Sue Lamb donated an embroi-
dered signature blocksfrom her par-
ents, Treva Henry pieced them to-
getherandtheMethodist L adieshave

planned

been quilting thequilt. These blocks
werefrom the 1930sand most of the
namesare peoplefromtheBird City
area. Thefabric usedis1930srepro-
duction.

Thursday

Thursday evening, the literary is
held at theHighland Country School
located on the grounds. As people
enter the school, they experience
memoriesof beingakidsittinginthe
old-timedesks.

Friday

Friday evening isthe popular an-
tiquetractor pull. Thisisnot ajuriec
event — it'sjust afun event. The
show startsaround 6 or 6:30 p.m. s
the show can end with the steamers
pullingintheevening at dusk. Itise
specia sight to see the embersfrom
boilersagainstthedarkeninghorizon.

Saturday

Saturday after afull day on the
grounds, abarbecueis prepared anc
served by the McDonald Lionswill
be held from 5to 7 p.m. They have
sweet corn that is cooked with the
hesated water from the steam engine
boiler.

TheSaturday evening’ sentertain-
ment, which beginsat 7 p.m., isthe
4th Artillery Regimental BrassBanc
from Denver. The playersdressin
Civil War attireand they involvethe
audience in the performance. They
will beteachingtheaudiencetheVir-
giniared and other folk dances plus
their concert.

Sunday

Sunday startswith church services
being held in the morning and dem-
onstrations going on until around 5
p.m. but there are no evening activi-
ties.

Show to offer book

The 50th annual show of the Tri-
State Antique Engine and Thresher
Associaionwill soonbeunderwayin
Bird City. Inhonor and cel ebration of
its50th year, the Associationispub-
lishingacoffee-tablehistory book of
theorganization.

“Thebookisrealy anefforttopre-
servesomeof our history,” Associa-
tion president Ken Beougher said.
“ Andtocel ebrateandenjoy thiswon-
derful thingwecall thesteamengine
show.”

Thebook will beafull-color“ cof-
fee-table” stylebook filled with pic-
tures of the equipment and people
who make the show. A professional
photographer will be on-sitein July
to record the 50th show, but the As-
sociation needs contributions from
the community membersand others
to provide photographs of showsin
yearspast.

“We're especialy interested in
finding photographsof the* old-tim-
ers’ who hel ped start the show, Bird
City folksin action at the show and
past thresher queens,” said Jennifer
(Dorsch) Erickson, editor of thebook.
“1f someone in your family wasin-
volvedintheshow, we dlovetohave
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:F ® Firecracker Salad
® [talian Steak Salad §
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® Steak Salad i
@ Steak Tostada Salad

@ Ueggie Pasta Alfredo
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their picture. Theonly way their pic-
ture can beinthebook isif you loar
usthephoto.”

Ms. Erickson saysto clearly mark
photos if the owners want them re
turned. A goodway todothisistoput
anadhesivemailinglabel ontheback
of the photo with the owner’ s name
onit.

“WE ll return everything after we
havemet our printingrequirements,”
shesaid.

Submissionsmay bebrought tothe
Association officein building num-
ber 2duringtheshow July 31, Augus
1,2, and 3 or mailed to P.O. Box 9
BirdCity, KS67731. Pleasemakeall
submissionshefore Sept. 15.

In addition to photographs, the
Association would like to include
“memories” or “commentaries’
about the show from community
members. Written submissions car
be e-mailed to: thresherbook@
mchsi.com or mailed to Box 9, Birc
City, KS67731.

Thebookswill beavailabletopur-
chasein May 2004. The project i
beingfinancedinpartby agrantfrorr
the Century Il Foundation of Birc
City.
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