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GEESE, PEL ICANS AND DUCK S swam

together on the sandpit bond near St. Francis. Therewereéome éruéty biecesbf icein
someplacesbut thisdidn’t seem to bother thebirds. Thepond isjust out thefront door of Geneand Ada Siegfried and they spend
many hour swatchingthebirds.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Dear Plain Sense: Theelderly mother
of aco-worker died afew months ago.
Thismother wasvery involved with her
family, and her death was a grest | oss.
With the holiday season approaching,
those of usin the office sometimesfed
uncomfortabl etal king about partiesand
family plans, thinking wewill makeour
coworkerfedl worse. I sit betterif wejust
keep quiet?

Thedeath of afamily member canbe
a difficult time for friends and co-
workers. And the holidaysbring even
more reminders of special times that
can no longer be shared. Co-workers
usually try tobesupportiveand caring,
but often don’ t know how to approach
or comfort the bereaved person. They
may alsofeel guilty whentalkingabout

Plain

Sense

What should I say

holiday plansand fun times.

Most people who havelost aloved
onereally want to talk about that per-
son, even if the conversation brings
tears, and would feel worse if no one
talked at all. Remindersof goodtimes,
such asholiday events, can be painful
but areal soanecessary part of theheal -
ing process.

Keeping quiet and not saying any-
thing can beasawkward as sayingtoo
much. Thegrieving processisnot the
samefor everyone. What you think is
best for them may not actually be the
way they are feeling. Let your co-
worker know you care and ask about
their comfort level in regardsto con-
versations. Invite your co-worker to
participate in holiday planning at the

office, but let it be their option as to
how much they want to beinvolved.
High PlainsMental Health Center

Contributed by Karen D. Beery,
L CPC, Consultation and Education
Department

Bowling News

LadiesNiteOut 11/7

Team standings: Dundy Ag 25-15,
Troy’s Alley Cat 24-15, Wright Car-
pet 21-19, Jake' s20-20, Jersey Maids
19-21, Cheyenne Bow!l 17-22, Great
Plains Co-Op 17-23, First National
Bank 16-24

Highgame(scratch): Carol Gamblin
212, Kathy Blecha184, lleneO’ Leary
181

High series (scratch): Marsha
Kechter 508, O’ Leary 496, Jenny
Wright 489

Herald Happenings:

Christmas Tab
This supplement will be filled with
Christmas Cheer: Letters
T Recipes and

1S

The advertising

Christmas well

to Santa,
Memories.
reserved for

wishesl!

Winter Sports Tab

This supplement will feature W
St. Francis and Bird City 2%
Jr. High and High School
Basketball players, Wrestlers and
Cheerleaders!

P.O. Box 1050, St. Francis, KS 67756 « 785-332-3162
.—and —
Bird City Times

312 Bird Av., Bird City, KS 67731 « 785-734-2621

Wednesday Coffee 10/30

Team standings: Krien Steel Build-
ings 26-10; Flower Magic 22-14;
CheyenneBowl 21-15; The3G's 19-
17; Snyder’sHay Gals 17-19; Wind-
mill Restaurant 17-19; Sam’ sElectric
13-23; Dairy King 9-27.

High game(scratch): Kathy Snyder
187, Mary Walz 168, Dot Hill 168

High series (scratch): Barb Cobb
461, Pat Confer 455, Shirley Adkinson
443, Hill 443.

Musical planned
for Atwood Saturday

TheTopBrassnowintheir 20thsea
son, performs from coast to coast for
musicloversof all ages. In TheMood,
whichfeaturesthe Top Brasswill per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the
Atwood High School.

Founded in 1979 by David Coleman
andNorlanBewley,whilethey weredtill
music majors at the Indiana University
School of Music, Top Brass hasgrown
intooneof themost origina andinnova-
tiveensemblesintheworld today.

Created by the sounds of musicians
such as Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey,
Duke Ellington, Glenn Miller, Benny
Goodman and others, In TheMoodis
acompilation of morethan 20 agel ess
hits. This fast-paced program trans-
portsaudiencesto the erawhen swing
was king and America couldn’t get

enough of the big band sound.

Top Brassis brilliant, its music
strongly appealing, and it’s personal -
ity warm and inviting. The group ap-
proacheseach performanceof “InThe
Mood” with an exuberant style and
sound that will makeyouwant to hear
more. Top Brassisone of themost re-
freshing ensembles to come along in
years! Admission is at the door or by
Western Plains Arts Association sea-
SON passes.

ThisisaHeartland Arts Fund pro-
gram. The Heartland Arts Fund is
collaborativeventureof ArtsMidwest,
Mid-America Arts Alliance, their 15
member state arts agencies, with pri-
mary funding from the National En-
dowment for the Arts, and support
from private contributors.

— Echoes on the Southwind —

By Dorthy Mast

Benjamin Bird with his wife,
Amanda (Snail) Bird, and three girls,
Lila, Fannie, and Ella had made the
transition fromplantationlifein Ken-
tucky tothebustlinglifeof St. Joseph,
Mo., where Benjaminwasengagedin
the mercantile business. Lila, Fannie
andElla(Nellie) all attended school in
St. Joseph, Mo.

Inthe 1860’ sthedark cloudsof pos-
sible war between the north and the
south loomed threateningly, over the
land. Benjaminwith hisknowledge of
plantation life and the slave issue
would have been faced with difficult
decisions.

He must have asked himself just
wherehisloyaltiesreally belonged. A
decision to leave his wife with small
childrenand afew slavestooperatethe
mercantile business to support them-
selves, especially since at that period
of time women were expected to re-
maininthehomeand carefor thechil-
drenandleavethebusinessworldtothe
men, would have been very difficult.

However, family recordstell usthat
duringtheCivil War, BenjaminBirdwas
amember of theUnionIntelligence Ser-
viceand at some point arrested and sent
totheAndersonvilleConfederatePrison
in Georgia. Family records were not
found of a personal account of
Benjamin’ sconfinementinprisonor his
eventua release. However, theEncyclo-
pedia Americana, Volume one, page
662, gives us a brief look at the
Andersonvilleprison history.

“ A Confederate stockadefor Union
enlisted menlocated at Andersonville,
Ga., was established in Nov. of 1863

and in use from Feb. 1864, during
whichtimeit had atotal of 49,485pris-
oners, the largest number at one time
being 33,006. Itwasoriginally builtto
accommodate 10,000 men. It had an
inadequate hospital and was without
barracks, being an open enclosure of
27 acreswith 15to 20footwallsof pine
logs.

Overcrowding, disease, impurewa-
ter, unsanitary conditions and expo-
sure added to the shortage of food anc
medicine, resulted in an appalling
deathratetotalingmorethan 13,700in
the thirteen months the prison wasin
use.

Conditions were investigated by &
medical commission appointed by the
ConfederateWar Departmentinthelate
spring of 1864 and the removal of the
greater number of theprisonerswasrec-
ommended. By October, all but about
4,000 had beentransferred to prisons a
Florence, S.C., and Millen, Ga., where
better conditionswere maintained. The
Andersonville prison superintendent,
a Swiss Captain, Henry Werz, was
charged with cruelty and mismanage-
ment, was tried by a United State’ s
Military court and was hanged. The
cemetery where the prison dead was
buried comprising 27 acresand 13,706
gravesisnow aNational cemetery. The
prison site, with adjoining land bring-
ing it now to 84 acres has been made
into aNational Park.

Asthe story continues into the life
of Benjamin Bird and his connection
tothetownof Bird City, Kan., webe-
gin to respect the courage and endur-
ance of those early pioneers.

Next month-Thelure of the West.

Weunderstand how important

your pet is to you. Check out
this community and share
Zyour animal stories and con-
cerns. EachweekonthePets

and Animal channel you’ll find inter-
esting news stories and articles
about wild animals and pets. “
Pets and Animals Community

http://communities.msn.com/
PetsAnimalsChannelCommunity/_whatsnew.msnw
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$179

Three Months FREE!
UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERNET

_ features Fast Modems & Superior Service

nwkansas.com

Sometimes B

For moreinformation about thel nternet
and how tosignupwithnwkansas.com,
contact us at

sfherald@nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 « St. Francis, Kan.
785-332-3162

plus FREE Hook-up

Regularly $19.95 per month
plus one time hook-up fee




