Kansasdroughtforumattended
by 300 plus from tri-state area

By Rachel Miscalll

Ralph Unger, a Decatur County
farmer and rancher, compared the
drought in northwest Kansas to the
cancer doctors found in his body
about three years ago.

Hetoldapanel of stateand federal
officials at the Kansas Drought Fo-
rum on Monday that like a disease,
drought isspreading acrossthestate,
killing crops, makingittoughtoraise
livestock, forcing family farmsout of
business and ruining the economy.

A teary-eyed Unger, whoisalso a
Decatur County commissioner, said
he’ sontheroad to being cancer free,
but northwest Kansas farmers have
hit adead end.

“I"'msorry ' m getting emotional,”
hesaid, “ but weneed help. | too think
thisisadisaster, the sameasawild-
fire, hurricane, flood or F5tornado.”

Unger was one of more than a
dozen farmersand ranchersto plead
for helpfrom thegovernment during
theforum on Monday morning at the
Goodland ElksL odge. Theresponse
they got was that federal officials
understand what they’re going
through and Congressisplanningto
find a solution soon, but until then,
all anyone candoispray for rain.

Ken Palmgren, a Sherman County
farmer and chairman of the Kansas
Wheat Commission, was amain or-
ganizer of theevent, whichwasspon-
sored by thecommission, theKansas
Association of Wheat Growers and
several other farm groups and busi-
nesses.

The three-hour event attracted
more than 300 farmers and ranchers
from acrossthe Tri-State areaand a
few approached the podium set upin
the middle of the crowd to tell how

drought has devastated their opera-
tions. Many of these became emo-
tional whilesharingtheir story, some
raising their voicesin anger, others
blinking back tears.

Sitting on astage opposite the po-
dium was Ross Davidson, adminis-
trator of the Risk Management
Agency for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in Washington; Eric
Depperschmidt, a staffer for U.S.
Rep. Jerry Moran in Hays, Mel Th-
ompson, a staffer for U.S. Sen. Pat
Roberts; and Jamie Clover Adams,
the Kansas secretary of agriculture.

The panel heard how drought is
strangling dryland and irrigated
crops, forcing ranchers to sell their
herds, hurting custom cutters’ busi-
nessesand affecting all aspectsof life
innorthwest Kansas. They also heard
that without money fromthegovern-
ment, many farmers and ranchers
will beforced to declare bankruptcy
or sell their farmsto pay debts.

“Itterrifiesmetodeath to seewhat
type of losseswe’ll have thisyear,”
said Larry McCants, president of
First National Bank in Goodland. “I
think we'll seedoubleor tripleliqui-
dationsthisfall and spring.”

Speaking briefly after hearing the
testimony, each panel member said
they understand thefarmers' worries
becausethey’ vebeeninthefarmers
shoes. They said Congress will try
hard to help when it reconvenesin
September. Until then, they said, all
they can do islisten to the farmers’
problems and pray for alot of rain.

“We'rein avery good position to
get sometypeof drought assistance,”
Adamstoldthecrowd, “considering
thepeoplewehaveworkingfor usin
Washington.”
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Several drought assistance bills

havebeen submittedto Congress, in-
cluding ones from Rep. Moran and
Sen. Roberts, but no decisions have
been made. President Bush has said
drought assistance should come out
of money set asideto pay for thenew
farm bill to avoid a bigger budget
deficit.

Many Kansas counties, including
Sherman, have been declared disas-
ter areasbecause of drought damage,
making farmers eligible for low-in-
terest emergency loansfromtheU.S.
Department of Agriculture. But
farmers say the last thing they need
isanother loan.

Ben Duell, a Sherman County
farmer, echoed many of the speakers
when he told the panel the money
shouldn’t come out of the new farm
bill, but fromthe Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which stepsin
after anatural disaster.

Davidson, who is touring Colo-
rado, Kansas and Nebraska, agreed
thedrought has caused enough dam-
ageto be considered anatural disas-
ter, but said his agency would have
tochangeitspoliciesto help drought
victims. He said the agency only
hel ps people who have been forced
from their homes because of anatu-
ral disaster.

“Unfortunately,” hesaid, “farmers
aren’t being displaced from their
homes, but from their livelihood.”

Two northwest Kansasagriculture
extension agents talked about how
dryitreally ishere.

Dana Belshe, Sherman County
agent, said betweenMay 15and Aug.
20, agrowing period for fall crops,
the county received just 3.78 inches
of rain, which is more than three
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JERRY SCHMIDT,withtheKansasFar m Bur eau ComunicationsDivision, and M el anieM usselman,

farmdirector for KFRM Radioin Clay Center, interviewed RossDavidson, administrator of theU.S.
Risk M anagement Agency, after the Kansas Drought Forum on Monday. M or ethan 300 far mer s at-
tended the event, which many farm reporter scover ed. Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily

News

inches below the normal of 6.88
inches for that period. He said it’s
beentheseconddriest May, Juneand
July in history, the first being in
1924, and the fifth hottest year on
record.

Sincethepast few yearshavebeen
drier than normal, Belshe said,
thirsty crops aren’t able to draw on
water stored in the ground. Those
reserves havedried up.

Kansas State Fair’s ticket office now open

The Kansas State Fair Party on the
Prairiewill have activitiesand options
for partygoersof every agewhenitopens
on Friday.

It boast agricultural and commercial
displays, competitiveexhibits, judging,
concerts, midway ridesandamusement,
numerous free attractions and special

— Book review——

The Summons
By John Grisham
St. FrancisPublic Library

Ray Atleeisaprofessor of law at
the University of Virginia. He's43,
newly single, and still enduring the
aftershocksof asurprisedivorce. He
has ayounger brother, Forrest, who
redefines the notion of a family’
black sheep.

Andhehasafather, avery sick old
manwho livesaloneintheancestral
homein Clanton, Miss. Heisknown
to all as Judge Atlee, abeloved and
powerful official who has towered
over local law and politics for 40
years. No longer on the bench, the
Judge has withdrawn to the Atlee

mansion and become arecluse.

Withtheendinsight, Judge Atlee
issuesasummonsfor both sonstore-
turn hometo Clanton, to discussthe
detailsof hisestate. Itistyped by the
Judge himself, on his handsome old
stationery, and gives the date and
timefor Ray and Forrest to appear in
his study.

Ray reluctantly headssouth, tohis
hometown, to the place where he
grew up, which he prefers now to
avoid. But the family meeting does
not take place. The Judge dies too
soon, and in doing so leaves behind
ashocking secret known only to Ray.

And perhaps someone el se.

events, livestock shows and stagesfea
turing free entertainment.
Parkingisfreeandtherearefreetrol-
ley ridesfromtheparking lotsaswell as
throughout thefairgrounds.
Thefair' sofficial opening ceremony
isat 11 am.in Gottschalk Park.
Theticket officefor purchasing tick-
etsfortheconcertsandother eventsinthe
Pepsi Grandstand during the2002 Kan-
sas State Fair isnow open.
ThePartyonthePrairiegrandstand
eveninglineupincludes: Friday, Sept.
6, Journey; Saturday, Sept. 7, Travis
Tritt with Larry the Cable Guy; Sun-
day, Sept. 8, OTTPA Truck and Trac-
tor Pull; Tuesday, Sept. 10, AMA Ex-
treme Motocross;, Wednesday, Sept.
11, Charlie Daniels Band; Thursday,
Sept. 12, Auto Races; Friday, Sept. 13:
Nickelback; Saturday, Sept. 14, O-
Town; Sunday, Sept. 15, Charley Pride.
Outside gate admission is not included

inticket prices.

Theory Of A Deadman has recently
been added as the opening act for
Nickelback.

There will also bea 7 p.m. Kansas
Sings! concert Monday, Sept. 9 at the
grandstand. Thisisfreeand will feature
Mark Schultz.

Sept. Owill beDallar Day at theFair,
with gate admission for just $1 and all
carnival rides on the Farrow Midway
aso$l.

Phonenumber for theticket officeare
(620) 669-3618 and 1-800-362-3247.

Ticketsfor the grandstand showsare
also available online at
www.kansasstatefair.com.

Free copies of the Party Planner, a
completelist of thedaily eventsat the
fair, are available at Farm Bureau
County officesand Kwik Shoplocations
statewide. Those wishing to receive a
copy by mail can call 1-800-362-3247.

Public ServiceAnnouncement

“It will take several yearsfor pro-
ducerstorecover fromthisdrought,”
he said.

Roger Stockton, area crop exten-
sion specialist in Colby, said the
ground is so dry it’s going to start
blowing away and therewon’t beany
plantsthereto catchit.

“We're at an extremerisk of hav-
ing amini-Dust Bow! situation out
here thiswinter,” he said.

Stockton said farmersdesperately
need help.

“It’s time for some kind of inter-
vention to save western Kansas,” he
said. “1 don’t think anyone wantsto
seethisareaturninto aghost town.”

Davidson said the Risk Manage-
ment Agency so far thisyear haspaid
out $97 millionin cropinsurance, pri-
marily for wheat |osses. Hesaid it will
likely end up paying double or triple
that figureafter thefall harvest, which
isexpected to be one of the most dis-
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appointingin 20 or moreyears. L ast
year, he said, atotal of $159 million
was paid in crop insurance.

Davidson said the drought is hit-
ting Colorado, K ansas, South Dakotg
and Montana the worst, but Texas,
Oregon, Nevada, Indiana and the
northern High Plainsareal so suffer-
ing. Palmgren opened the forum by
saying 38 percent of the U.S. isin
severedrought, and someareashave
been suffering for fiveyears.

“These farmers can jokingly say
‘We used to be called wheat grow-
ers,’” hesaid, “*but now we'recalled
wheat planters.’”

Unger said farmers and ranchers
aren’t joking when they tell how
much devastation drought has
caused.

“They usually don’t cry wolf,” he
said, “and | don’t think we' recrying
wolf today.”
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Supplement

Improve weight gains & conception rates with the most

pplement on the market.

MIX 30 improves the cows

lity to convert low quality

forages such as CRP grass.

~|MIX 30 preconditions calves

NIGHTLY SPECIALS
[0 Mon. Nights - Pizza, Game Time Wings
[0 Wed. Nights - BBQ Night (Smoked Items)
O Thurs. Nights - Lamb Fries
O Fri. & Sat. Nights - Prime Rib
[0 Sun. - Cook’s Choice
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Wed.-Mon. - 10:30 a.m.- Closing == Sun. - 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. (785) 538-2121

RUSSELL’'S HOME MAINTENANCE
785-332-2787 = St. Francis, KS
*General Construction
*Renovations
*Electrical <Light Plumbing
eConcrete

Free Estimates - Insured - Senior Discounts

HEARING PROBLEMS?

Most Hearing Loss Can Be Helped

Miniscopic Completely-in-the-Canal
Programmable hearing Instrument is
programmable to fit

)| your hearing needs. "

All Styles
Programmables
Digitals

Walter Hilt
St. Francis

BATTERIES

FREE HEARING TESTS
REPAIR

So small...Only you know it's therel!

Precision Hearing Aid Center :
Chic Becker

1610 Main Goodland, Ks. K€
Board Certified
Toll Free: 1-888-899-3169 ¢ Local: (785) 899-3166

Research studies show that persons who use
hearing aids have an improved quality of life.

Notice: The Northwest K ansas Educational Service

Center will haveavailablefor review and comment for thirty
(30) days, the FY 2004 Local Education Agency Application
for thelndividua swith DisabilitiesEducationAct (IDEA) fed-
era flow-through funds.
Contact: Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer,

¥ Director of Specia Education
703 W. 2nd Street
Oakley, KS67748
Phone# (785) 672-3125 (Ext. 111)

Tanaka Power Equipment

Grass Trimmer
Brush Cutter

o
g

NEW’ Q 24 cc/l.2 hp
* Weighs only 10.8 Ibs

* New Low Profile Guard

* 7mm Solid Steel Drives Shaft
« Has one of the Best Power-to-Weight
Ratios in the Industry.

TANAKA'S 1/2/5 WARRANTY
All products used commercially (including rental use) carry a one year warranty
except the AST-210 and TBC-2251 which are not designed for commercial use. For
homeowners, all products carry a 2 year warrantee. All electronic ignition models
carry a five year part replacements warranty. One Year Rental Warranty.

[0 Chain Saws [0 Hedge Trimmers
[ Leaf Blowers [0 Post Hole Diggers
and much more at your local

TANAKA Dealer

Keller Auto Supply

100 E. Washington « St. Francis » 785-332-2138

1-800-858-5974

for more successful weaning.

Contact Callicrate Feedyard
for more Information:

1-785-332-3344

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

>

NATIONAL BANK

of the
ATM

FACILITIES

Thurs., Sept. 12
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Stop in and see

L St. Francis

RST

www.fnb.com

Grand Opening

and join the fun at
201 W. Washington,

“Where The
Employees
Are The
Owners”

Bird City  Colby
Goodland « Kirk, CO
Oberlin « Quinter
Sharon Springs
St. Francis

] Prizes
[] Drawings

[] Refreshments

[1 Demonstrations
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