By Sandy Barnhart

Thaniel Monaco of Miller and Associates,
M cCook, presented theproceduresfor correct-
ing sewer pond problemstothe St. FrancisCity
Council whenthey met on Aug. 6. The project
is estimated to cost between $400,000 and

$500,000.

Mr. Monaco explained that the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environment, had sent
anew permittothecity in January andincluded

12 Pages

Sewer may cost $400,000-$500,000

in this permit was a schedule of compliances
reguiring the city to remedy thelevel of waste
water treatment at the existing lagoons. How-
ever, the city had no record of receiving the

permit.

Election officer
talks about rules

By Karen Krien

The primary election has come and
goneand peoplearenow thinkingabout
thegeneral electionwhichwill beheld
Nov.5

Therearerulesinelectionsand some
differ betweentheprimary andthegen-
eral including:

« Declaring aparty before being al-
lowed to voteinthe primary.

* No write-in candidates in the pri-
mary.

* Candidatesignsand postersmust be
250 feet from the entrance of apolling
place entrance.

“Itisyour right to vote and we urge
everyoneto vote,” said Terry Miller,
county electionoffice.“ Wetry tomake
itaseasy aspossibleand weal sounder-
stand someel ectionlawsdon’t makea
lot of senseto everyone.”

Unaffiliated voters

Tobetter explainthesedifferencesin
primary and general electionlaws, Mr.
Miller said that it isthe law that unaf-
filiated votersmust declareaparty be-
forebeingallowedtovoteinaprimary
election. Now, they may change their
affiliation beforethebookscloseprior
to the election or they may declare a
party at the polling place on the day of
el ection but, accordingto K ansas Stat-

ute 25-3301, theofficer at the primary
polling placewill give the voter abal-
lot of hisor her party affiliationand, in
the county’ sprimary electionon Aug.
6, there were only Republican and
Democratic ballots.

“Unaffiliated voters, by law, must
declareaparty aswearenot allowedto
giveout bothaRepublicanandaDemo-
cratic ballot to one voter,” Mr. Miller
said.

The Statues goes on to say that no
voter shall be allowed to receive the
ballot of any political party except that
with which such voter isaffiliated.

“Voterswho haveregisteredtovote
asunaffiliated must declareaparty be-
forevoting inthe primary. If the voter
thenwantstovoteasunaffiliatedinthe
General election, they must remember
to contact theclerk’ sofficeandfill out
achangeof party card.

“1 know it is an inconvenience but
thatistheKansasstatelaw,” Mr. Miller
said.

Nowrite-ins

Kansas Statues 25-213a specifies
that therewill benowrite-incandidates
inaprimary el ectionexcept for precinct
committeemen and precinct commit-
teewomen. That is why there are no

SeeELECTION on Page7

Old movie posters
to be listed for sale

By Karen Krien

When the city took over the Chey-
enne Theater, there were old movie
postersusedto adverti sethepresentand
upcoming movies. While they were
unigueandinteresting, therewasnoth-
ing donewith them and they remained
inthestorage spaceabovetheofficein
thetheater.

About ayear ago, Colleen Shannon
and her husband Baob Bixler became
members of the Theater Committee.
Ms. Shannonrealized thesignificance
and possibleval ueof thesepostersand
offered to compile alist so they could
be offered for sale someday.

“1 looked in the (storage) space and
it looked like a lot of posters — |
thought around 200 — and, | also
thought, thiswon’t take much timeto
writethem down,” shesaid.

However, when she hit the 200th
poster and therewasstill ahuge pileof
posters |eft in the storage space, she
realized that she had miscalculated.
When she finished, she had compiled
alist of around 600 movie posters.

The poster collection startsin the
1960s or 1970s. Some of the posters

include a 1970 poster featuring
“Serpico” with Al Pacino; a1975“ Air-
port” poster; the* Great Wal do Pepper”
starring Robert Redford along with
Redford’ s" Trail of Billy Jack,” “ Pete's
Dragon” and“ Three Days of the Con-
dor.”

Mrs. Shannon noted that these old
posterswhich sheiscompiling should
not be confused with the new posters
that arebeing soldfor sealed bidsat the
theater.

Whenthelistisfinalized, Ms. Shan-
non plans to submit copies to movie
poster dealers. Inthe meantime, sheis
learningwhat isconsidered* poor con-
dition,” “good condition” and “ excel-
lent condition.”

Shesaidthat when aposter hasbeen
useditisconsideredto beingood con-
dition. During acertain period of time,
posterswere folded to be shipped and
shewasafraidthat thefoldsmight take
away fromthevaluebut it doesnot ap-
pear to.

Thepostershavebeenfascinatingas
well assadtoread and study. They tell
astory in aperiod of thetheater’ shis-

See POSTERSon Page 7

Thepermit had twodeadlinesof March1and
June 1 of thisyear. Basically the permit wasto
stipulateby thecity threeitems: 1) theengineer,
2) afacility planand 3) datesfor completionon
theremedy of thewastewater dischargesystem.

pared theletter.

Both deadlinesweremissed and thecity was
not contacted until theend of July that thedead-
lines had been missed. Mr. Monaco explained
that now the K ansas Department of Healthand
Environment isrequesting aletter naming the
city’ sengineer andwhy theoriginal compliance
schedulewasnot met. It was noted that Super-
intendent J.R. Landenberger has already pre-

Thursday, August 15, 2002

Mr. Monaco explained that the complete

scopeof rectifyingthedischargesystemwoul d
need to be completed and in the hands of Kan-
sasDepartment of Health and Environment by
Nov. 1. TheKansas Department of Health and
Environment will take approximately two
months to read and approve the scope report.
TheKansasDepartment of Healthand Environ-
ment isalso pushing for the project to be com-
pleted by Dec. 31, 2003, instead of theorigina

See SEWER on Page 7
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DOORSWILL CLOSEtotheswimmingpool on Sunday. Heath Kibel madeagr eat diveduring oneof
thehot daysof summer. John Weems, on theboard, waitsfor histurntodive.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

SwimmingpoolclosesSunday

The summer has been hot and the
daysat the St. Francis swimming pool
have been enjoyed by many children
but, asthesayinggoes, “ all goodthings
must come to an end” and thisistrue
with the swimming pool days.

Danielle Kriegh, pool manager, re-

City superintendent reports
that internet T-1 lineisin

By Sandy Barnhart

Superintendent J.R. Landenberger
informed thecity council at the Aug. 6
meeting that the installation of the
city’s internet service was moving
along. The T-1linewasin, along with
theserversandinstallingthetestershad
begun.

The council approved a one-year
contractwith Chuck Peters, St. Francis,
as technical support for the wireless
internet. Mr. Peters has signed a one-
year contract with thecity and, inturn,
will be paid $1,000 amonth, and have
unlimited access. Mr. Petersisconsid-
ered asan independent contractor.

Theserviceisexpected to beup and
running in the near future.

Pool report

Pool manager Danielle Kriegh re-
ported that thelast day the pool will be
open is Aug. 18. She felt the punch

cards had been amoney maker for the
city, reportingthat sofar therewas$975
in unused punches.

Manager Kriegh also noted that the
chlorine at the pool has been giving
staff alot of problems. Superintendent
L andenberger noted that oncethepool
was closed for the season the chlorine
problemwould needtobefixedbefore
next year.

Therewill be aspecial meeting at 3
p.m. on Friday at theswimming pool to
inspected and discussyear-endrepairs
and costs.

Property cleanup

Superintendent Landenberger ad-
dressed the council concerning trim-
mingtreesto prevent themfromtouch-
ing the power lines. The power outage
duringthestormon Aug. 4waslargely
due to atree falling and bringing a
power line down.

Superintendent Landenberger said
that he had contacted several property
ownersaongU.S. 36about cleaningup
their property and has had good re-
sponse.

It was brought to the council atten-
tion concerning several cars and oil
cansinthealley between Denisonand
Benton streets. The council instructed
Mayor Scott Schultz, CouncilmanRick
Kriegh and  Superintendent
Landenberger to contact the owner of
thisproperty.

Superintendent report

Superintendent Landenberger re-
ported that the 20-mile-per-hour signs
have been posted on the angleroad.

He said that Rita Koros, owner of
Main Street Sweets, had approached
him concerning putting arail on the

stepsbetween her property andthenew
SeeT-1LINE on Page7

ported that many of thelifeguards are
ontheirway back tocollegeorinvolved
inhigh school sportsand therewill not
bethelifeguards necessary to manthe
pool. Consequently, thepool will close
at 6 p.m. on Sunday evening.

The pool will not be drained until

after thefirsttwoweeksof school asthis
facility is used as atraining place for
sixth grade students.

“Wehad agood summer and weare
looking forward to seeing the kids at
school activities and again next sum-
mer at thepool,” said Manager Kriegh.

City recelves grant
for recycling baler

Councilman Roger Jensen in-
formed the city council that St.
Francis has received the grant
for abaler. The amount applied
for was $126,000 and the amount
received from the grant is
$120,000.

Eric Hook, who hasbeen haul -
ingtherecyclingitemsto Colby,
will not be hauling any more.
The council noted that the city
was not yet set up to haul and
instructed Clerk Mary Lampeto
advertise for atrucker.

Councilman Jensen said that
the commissioners have raised
the price for dumping at the
county landfill from $25 to $30
aton. Henoted that thecity hauls
approximately 1,000 tonsayear
to the landfill and the city will

have90tonsinrecyclableitems.
There has been approximately
$3,400 spent on transportation
to Colby with around $1,500
saved on the tonnage collected.
ThesewerethefiguresfromNo-
vember 2001 to June 2002.

The council discussed the fu-
ture of collecting cardboard
from the city’s businesses and
possible giving the businesses
some kind of incentive for
breaking the cardboard down. It
was noted that the city would see
morereturn of itsmoney if more
cardboard could be sent to
Colby.

The baler will compact the
cardboard, along with other
items, making it easier to trans-
port.
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Council’s
roundup

The St. Francis City Council also dis-
cussed:

* That therecyclingbaler grant hasbeen
approved. SeePagefor moreinformation.

* The progresson the new internet ser-
vice along with the end of season swim-
ming pool report. Seebottom of thispage
for moreinformation.

Donut
shop is
robbed

By Karen Krien

Pat Lawrukiewicz, owner of Aunt
P’ sHilltopDonut ShoponU.S. 36, was
overcome by two men between 3:30
and 4 am. Tuesday morning.

With tears rolling down her cheeks
and a bandanna on her head covering
thefact that shehaslost her hair because
of chemotreatments, shesaid, “I’ mjust
tryingto makealiving.”

Mrs. Lawrukiewicz saidthat shehad
beenat work only ashort timeand was
hanging upthelast of her plantsoutside
when two men drove up in a station
wagon. They asked if she had any do-
nutsfor sale. Shesaidtherewereafew
day-old donuts.

Shesaidthatif thelightsareoninthe
shop, local residentssometimesstop by
and buy donutsontheir way towork or
out of town so she was used to peopl e
stopping.

Thetwomendidn’t seemtolikethe
selection of day-old donuts so she of -
fered to see what was left in the back
room. Instead of staying in the front,
they followed and pushed her down,
duct taped her knees, anklesandwrists,
intertwining the tape through her fin-
gers, and shoved her in the bathroom,
shutting the door.

Ontheirway out, themenapparently
took about $120incashand her billfold.

Mrs. Lawrukiewicz wasn't discov-

ereduntil about 6:30a.m. when Tammy
SeeROBBERY on Page 7

Upset in
Kansas
boardrace

By TomA. Dreiling

Conniewho?

That question has now been an-
swered.

ConnieMorris
pulled one of the
biggest upsetsin
Tuesday’s pri-
mary electionin
Kansaswhenshe
ousted incum-
bent I.B.
“Sonny” Rundell
fromthe5th Dis-
trict Kansas
Board of Educa-
tionseat hehasheldfor 14 years. Heis
currently serving aschairman.

Mrs. Morris, a St. Francis Republi-
can— and anewcomer tothe political
arena — is an elementary school
teacher who happened to have &
bumper harvest thisyear, asin harvest
of votes.

Mrs. Morriscollected 17,047 votes,
whileMr. Rundell, aSyracuse Repub-
lican, received 11,598. Thewinassures
Morrisof aseat onthestateboard asthe
Democratsfailedtoattract acandidate.
The only obstacle now standingin her
way would be awrite-in effort at the
Nov. 5 general election.

Mrs. Morriscredits her win to cam-
paigning. She took advantage of fair
parades, manned booths at fairs, and
talkedtoasmany potentia votersasshe
could. Ontheother sideof thecoin, Mr.
Rundell wasn't as active on the cam-
paigntrail ashehad beeninthe past.

In Cheyenne County, Mrs. Morris
collected 398 compared to Mr.
Rundell’ s 213. Thomas County sided
heavily with Mrs. Morris' effort, giv-
ing her 809 votes, whileRundell hasto
settlefor 265.

Inanearlier articlewhichwasprinted
inTheS. FrancisHerald, Mrs.Morris
said, “We need to do something be-

See RACE on Page7
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city hall building. The stepsare on city
property, but are used by customers of
hers. Shealsoaskedif shecoulddosome
landscaping of the ground. The council
felt there would be no problem, but felt
Ms. Koroswould needto submit aletter
to the council requesting permission.

Other business

Inother business:

» Councilman Jensen said theremod-
elingthenew city hall buildingwaspro-
gressing nicely. A bill from Penn Build-
ing for $98,300 was submitted and ap-
proved. Superintendent Landenberger

notedthat thel andscapingwasunderway
andthebidto Great Western, Troy Por-
ter, wasfor $26,105.

*» Thesdary adjustmentsdiscussedin
executivesessionatthe July 16 meeting
were approved.

Building per mits

Building permits were approved for
thefollowing businesses and residents:
Janice Barnhart, widen driveway; Ruth
Sharp, erect fence; Kent Kechter, erect
deck and garage; Bud Burnham, erect
building; Johnnie Miller, erect fence;
Brad Merklin, erect fence; P& L Ideal
Mest Market, run sidewalk.

Executivesession

Council woman Natalie Knodel re-
quested 5 minutesin executive session
for purchaseof property. After thecoun-
cil came out of executive session they
approved to makean offer for apieceof
property inSt. Francis. Theinformation
about the property wasunavailable.

Council woman Kay Shay requested
5 minutesin executive session for pur-
chaseof property. Therewasnodecision.

Next meeting

Thenext city council meetingwill be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday &t the St.
FrancisPublicLibrary.

ELECTION

Continued from Page 1

blank linesanywhere on the ball ot ex-
cept forintheprecinct section. And, to
makesuretheballotsareprintedright,
the Secretary of Statesendssamplesto
thecounty clerksandthereislittleroom
to changetheir format.

Signsat adistance

Thisyear andinother years, afew can-
didatesignshavebeenremovedtobein
thelaw that signs do haveto be at least
250 feet fromthe polling place door.

Moving? L et them know

If you have moved recently, please
informthecounty clerk’ sofficesothey
can update the voter registration.

Mr. Miller saidthat thoseworkingin
the clerk’s office try to send cards to
peoplethey hear have moved but they
don’t hear about everyone.

“Themost common discrepancy we
runinto on election day isanincorrect
address,” Mr. Miller said. “Pleasehelp
uskeep your address up to date.

Problemsand concerns

“1f you have problemsand concerns
onelectionday, pleasecall or comeby
the county clerk’s office,” Mr. Miller
said, notingthat heisintheofficefrom
6:30 am. until after the pollsclose.

“Our election workers are well

trained and understand the current
laws. If you are told something you
don’t agree with, please feel free to
come to the county clerk’s office and

let usexplain or show you theelection
lawswe havetofollow.

“Itisyour right to vote and we urge
everyonetovote.”

POSTERS

Continued from Page 1

tory wherethemovieswent from very
good movies to poor quality movies
and, at onepoint, therewereevenafew
Spanish movies shown. At one point,
there was evidently no posters fur-
nished or sent with themoviesand the
person running the theater had turned
over posters and used a marker to an-
nounce the movie running that week.

The Theater Committee hasnoidea
what the postersmight beworthbut the
money, if the posters are sold, will be
put back into the theater to make im-
provements.

The Cheyenne Theater was taken
over by the city of St. Francisin the
early 1990. At that time, it was reno-
vated by volunteersusingmoney raised
through fund raisers and donations.
Throughtheyears, it hasbeen obvious
that the theater income could not sup-

VIOLET CRAMNER grewa“ questionmark” cucumber which
was21 1/2incheslong. Shedonated it tothe Herald office staff
who thought it wasone of thebest they had ever eaten.
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port itself asabusinessbut it hasman-
aged to be self-sufficient with the city
picking up someof themajor expenses
such as anew roof and fixing the air
conditioning. Fans were donated by
Bill Keller and put up for cost by vo-
tech students.

Ms. Shannon reported that she will
be keeping the public updated on the
posters.

ROBBERY
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Frink came to work. Mrs.
Lawrukiewicz saidshecouldtell itwas
her so shebanged onthebathroom door
with her head to get her attention.

When the door was opened, Ms.
Frink took the tape off of Mrs.
Lawrukiewicz mouth and then called
911.

Jason Ryan, St. Francis Chief of Po-
lice, was called to the scene where he
took thetape off and beganinvestigat-
ing. L ater that morning, hereportedthat
the officers were continuing the work
onthecase.
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BRADDAVI worksbn éder by car d'uringthedemolition derby
in Goodland. The car wasdriven by Joey Austin.

Saff photo by Sharon Cochran
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cause the financial path we are now
following will not allow our western
Kansasschool stokeepthedoorsopen.
“1 know I’m agreenhorn but | feel
that with my experienceand idess, the
bitsand pieces can be put together and
come up with aworkableplan.”
Shenoted that both Rep. John Fabor
and Sen. Stan Clark areal so concerned
and think along the same lines as she
doeswhen it comesto education.
Sheisconcernedaboutillegal immi-
grantsdrainingtheschool system of tax

dollars and hampering teachers’ abil-
ity to focus along with administration
restructuring including reducing and/
or eliminating high-cost positions.

Mrs. Morris taught in the Idalia
school asafirst gradeteacher and was
recently appointed by Gov. Bill Graves
to serve afour-year term on the Kan-
sas Behavioral Sciences Regulatory
Board.

ShelivesinKansaswith her husband
Kelly who is a business owner and
farmer. Shehastwo daughters, Jessica
and Lacy.

SEWER

Continued from Page 1
Dec. 31, 2004, deadline.

Thescopereport will needtobedone
sooner if thecity isinterestedin apply-
ing for a Community Development
Block grant. Themaximumgrant avail -
able to communities is $400,000 anc
Mr. Monaco suggested applying for
50/50 base. The Community Devel op-
ment Block grant application deadline
isOct. 15andthefunding agenciesnow
requirethat theproject needsto bepre-
sented beforethe KansasI ntergovern-
mental Agency Committee. Thelatest
meeting is Sept. 18 in Topeka. Mr.
Monacoal sonotedthat, inapplyingfor
the grant, the city might consider in-
cluding the replacement cost of alift
station in the application. He also ex-
plainedthat thecity would needtowork
with the Cheyenne County Develop-
ment Corporationandthat therewasthe
possihility of applyingfor other grants.

Manholes

Mr. Monaco said he could send &
technician that was trained to inspect
themanholesto St. Francis. Thistech-
nicianwouldtrainacity crewmanand,
in future years could train other city
crewmen. The city of St. Francis has
approximately 152 manholesand Mr.
M onaco explainedthat gasesproduced
by the waste, with time, eats away the
concrete. Problems found now would
allow the city to budget in repairs and
possibly alleviate high costsif asewer
linewould break.

Council approved Miller and Asso-
ciatesto do ascopereport for approxi-
mately $15,000 plus$8,100for inspec-
tion of manholes.
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