
By Rachel Miscall
William Schlicher, sentenced

to life in prison in 1980 for mur-
dering a Goodland gas station at-
tendant in 1970, is up for parole
this month and could be released
in February.

A clerk for the Kansas Parole
Board said Schlicher’s hearing is
scheduled for Wednesday, Jan.
16, and if he is granted parole he
will be released on Thursday, Feb.
28, the date his sentence began.
He is being held under medium
security at the Norton Correc-
tional Facility.

The board will consider letters
about the crime or criminal at any-
time, but the clerk said it’s best if
comments are received at least a
week before the hearing.

Bill Miskell, spokesman for the
state Department of Corrections
in Topeka, said Schlicher hasn’t
been “written up” for a rules vio-
lation in more than a year and has
been punished five times since
1997 for minor, non-violent of-
fenses. Schlicher jumped parole
before when he was released from
prison in the 1970s for commit-
ting burglary in and around Sher-
man County.

204 N. Quincy • St. Francis • 785-332-3337
CenterHome
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Exclusively at Bandel’s
for people who really care

what their dogs eat!
Choose from: Performance Blend

Field Trial • Trainers Blend

Premium Dog Food

ETHANOL RALLY
St. Francis Equity Coop

Fri., Jan 11 • 9 a.m.-Noon
➟  Free Coffee & Cookies
➟  Cheyenne County Farm Bureau board members
will provide full service fill up with Ethanol purchase
➟  Register for giveaways

Mammograms can
save your life.

If you are between
50-64 you may

qualify for a FREE
mammogram.

For more information regarding this program
Contact: Susan Roelfs • 785-332-2381

NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS
The Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the

St. Francis Sale Barn, Inc. will be held
Mon., Jan. 28 • 7 p.m.

at the Dusty Farmer Meeting Room
The Statement of Operations for 2001 will be read and directors will
be elected. A meal will be served, please reply to 332-2556 by Jan.
25 to reserve for the meal.

Randy Rueb, president
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January 11 - 22
Turtlenecks

Mock Turtlenecks
$15.00

All Holiday Items
50% OFF

30% OFF Storewide

"THE" FUN PLACE TO EAT GOOD FOOD.
Call In • Dine In • Carry Out

CHEYENNE
BOWL

332-2211

DAIRY
KING
332-2137

Have you tried
our SMOKE FREE

Dining Room?

Come In -
Sit Down

and Let
Us Serve

You!

May I help you?

Reservations are available for large
or small parties or get-togethers.

Business
changes
owners

By Karen Krien
Park Hill Restaurant and Lounge has

a new owner.
On Nov. 15, Chris Adamson sold

Park Hill Restaurant and LaFiesta
Room to Anita Amack who had been
employed there for the last three years.

Mrs. Amack takes over the business
with a great deal of experience, having
been around the restaurant business
most of her life. Before moving back to
St. Francis about four years ago, she
managed a TCBY in Greeley and, be-
fore moving away from St. Francis in
the 1980s, she ran the U.S. 36 Cafe
(now Dusty Farmer).

“I plan to keep the food and every-
thing else the same as it has been,” Mrs.
Amack said.

There will still be the popular
sopapillas, chips and hot sauce served
with each meal and, on Wednesdays,
the restaurant will be serving people
wanting fajitas which are available only
on that night.

“I do ask that people will be patient
with us as there are times when we are
a little slow but we are still learning and
want everything to be right,” she said.

The hours are the same: Tuesdays

through Saturdays, 11:30 a.m. to 9:30
p.m. and, on Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. People may place orders to go by
calling 785-332-2255.

Mrs. Amack and her husband John
were both born and raised in St. Fran-
cis and attended public schools. Mr.
Amack runs a construction business.

“We welcome back all of Chris’ old
customers and appreciate the new cus-
tomers,” Mrs. Amack concluded.

ANITA AMACK works on making sopapilla dough at her new business. Amack purchased Park Hill
from Chris Adamson.                        Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Killer with ‘pretty good record’
could soon go free after parole hearing

Hearing to determine
if killer will be out
on the streets again

By Rachel Miscall
After spending the day talking, Wil-

liam Schlicher, Charles Kauffman and
Marvin Dale Seigrist loaded
Schlicher’s car with rifles and a pistol
on Nov. 7, 1970, and headed out to rob
a gas station.

Wallace Patton, the attendant at the
station near the east I-70 exit, gave the
boys the money in the cash register —
less than $100 — but told them he knew
who they were. He told them he
wouldn’t turn them in if they put it
back, but they apparently didn’t buy
that.

The trio drove around for most of the
night, with Patton on his hands and
knees in the back seat while they fig-
ured out how to get rid of him.

Seigrist, who gave authorities the
key to the case 10 years later, testified
that he watched as Schlicher and
Kauffman walked Patton into a field
and each shot him twice.

A fierce storm erased evidence at the
scene and the murder went unsolved
until Seigrist finally cracked in 1980,
fearing that Schlicher would make
good on his threat to kill him.

Sherman County authorities used an
old parole violation warrant to have
Schlicher arrested in Louisiana, where
he had started a family and was work-
ing on an oil rig. Schlicher had broken
parole for burglary in the mid-1970s to
move out of state.

Seigrist received immunity for his
testimony, and Schlicher and
Kauffman were charged with first de-
gree murder on June 2, 1980. Doctors
declared Kauffman not sane enough to
defend himself, but after a week-long
trial, a jury put Schlicher away for life.

At that time in Kansas, “life” meant
15 years until a criminal is eligible for
parole. Schlicher has been turned down
three times, but will see the parole
board once again this month.

Because a murder weapon was never
found, Seigrist’s testimony was a key
piece of evidence. But Perry Warren,
the county attorney in 1980, said he
wasn’t the most credible witness.

Court records say Seigrist himself

had a long history of commitments for
mental illness and gave police conflict-
ing stories about the murder until he was
promised immunity.

At the trial, jurors heard testimony
from KBI agents who investigated the
murder and took Seigrist’s confession,
the coroner who examined Patton’s
body, the Louisiana officers who ar-
rested Schlicher, Armstrong and people
who committed crimes or served time
with Schlicher. Warren said Schlicher
didn’t testify.

The jury also heard Seigrist’s recol-
lection of the crime.

Under cross-examination by Michael
Foust, Schlicher’s lawyer, who still
practices in Goodland, Seigrist admit-
ted that he had changed his story many
times before receiving immunity.

In his closing remarks, Jerry
Fairbanks, deputy county attorney, said
Seigrist didn’t want to be charged with
murder, but told the truth once he knew
he wasn’t going to prison. The lawyer
reminded the jury that Seigrist knew
details only someone who had been
there could know.

After deliberating for three hours, the
jury found Schlicher guilty on Sept. 22.
He was sentenced to life in prison on
Dec. 15.

A juror, who didn’t want her name
used because she still fears Schlicher,
said his expression didn’t change when
he heard the verdict or the sentence.

“He showed no emotion,” she said.
“No emotion ever. Nothing.”

The month before the hearing,
Seidel said, the board holds pub-
lic sessions to gather comments
about the prisoner up for release.
The last session was on Friday,
but people can still send letters.

The clerk said members review
all letters they receive, and will
consider any information, even if
it comes after the hearing. How-
ever, he said, it’s best if letters
arrive at least a week before,
which would be next Wednesday,
Jan. 9.

Seidel  said let ters  can be
mailed to the Kansas Parole
Board;  Landon State  Office
Building;  900 S.W. Jackson
Street, Room 452 S; Topeka, KS
66612-1220 or faxed to 785-296-
7949.

The clerk said letters should in-
clude the inmate’s name and
number. Schlicher’s is 24626.

Because he was sentenced to
life, Seidel said, Schlicher will
probably be supervised by a pa-
role officer for the rest of his life
if he is let out. She added that the
board has released some sen-
tenced to life from parole, but
only if they have exemplary be-
havior on the outside.
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Single Copy of
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gion. After three successful seasons,
the ensemble continues to present four
programs at the University of Arkan-
sas with repeated performances in vari-
ous midwest cities. BMCP audiences
will have the opportunity to hear some
of the finest musicians in the United
States perform standard works by the
master composers of music, and newer
compositions by today’s rising stars of
composition.

Members of the Boston Chamber
Players come from the finest music
conservatories in the U.S. All members
of the ensemble are on the faculty of the
University of Arkansas Department of
Music.

Admission will be by Western Plains
Arts Association season passes or tick-
ets will be available at the door.

CHAMBER
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